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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

*All services will be conducted in-person and via Facebook Live 
 

December 2021 

1 Wed -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama (9 am)   
 天地金乃神様 月例祭  *Okage sharing 

5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing 

7 Tue -Prayer for Mr. Tatsuyuki Kataoka @Waimea (6:30 am leave) 

8 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm) 

10 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am) 

11 Sat -KMH Head Minister’s Meeting via ZOOM (10:30 am) 

12 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9am)  
 *Okage sharing 生神金光大神様 月例祭 

17 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am) 

 -20th Konkokyo Peace Gathering on YouTube (3:30 pm) 

 -KMH CEOC Committee Mtg on ZOOM (5 pm) 

19 Sun -49th Memorial Svc. Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi & 

 Monthly Memorial Service (10 am) *Light naorai lunch 

22 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm) 

24 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am) 

25 Sat -Ehimemaru Memorial citrus tree maintenance (9 am) 

26 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am) *Okage sharing 

 -Discuss mochitsuki orders and end of year evaluations 

29 Wed -Mochitsuki prep anko ball rolling (1 pm) 

30 Thr -30th Annual Mochi Pounding (8 am)  

31 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am) New Year’s Eve 
 

January 2022 

1 Sat -Ganjitsu-sai New Year’s Day Ceremony 元日祭 (9 am) 

 *Enjoy a hot bowl of Ozoni mochi soup! 

2 Sun -No Sunday Service 

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through understanding 

the Founder’s teachings and will strive to 

become a more useful person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its basic 

principles are courtesy, kindness, and devotion  

in everything I do. 

Konko teaching: There is a teaching that you should strengthen your 
body (tai) during the first three days of  the New Year, but this teaching 
does not mean that you should eat sea bream (tai) on New Year’s Day.  
It means that you should celebrate New Year’s Day harmoniously and 
joyfully with your family and strengthen your body by eating your 
favorite foods, so that you will be healthy all year long. (Gorikai III Konko 
Kyoso Gorikai #41) 
 

Editor’s Thoughts: I noticed that on Thanksgiving Day, the whole 
neighborhood was quiet and peaceful.  Usually we hear arguing, sometimes 
yelling in our neighborhood.  It’s not that they weren’t home; but I think 
the holiday itself  has the power to make people be a little more patient and 
kind towards each other.  All holidays should be spent harmoniously.  Every 
day should be spent as if  it were New Year’s Day.  Then there would be no 
discord in the family.  If  only we can actually do this.  Even I have difficulty 
living each day as if  it were New Years.  But in the least, I think we can get 
up in the morning and be thankful for another blessed day, and go to sleep 
on a thankful note.     

49th Memorial Service for the 
Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 

 

Date: Sunday, December 19, 2021 @10:00 a.m. 
Place:  Konko Mission of  Wahiawa 
Let’s honor, appreciate and  
remember the Founder of  the  
Wahiawa Church by joining this  
important service in-person or on-line. 
A light naorai lunch will follow the  
the service.  Please join us.    
  
 
 

Ganjitsu-sai/Hatsumode  
New Year’s Day Service!! 

Saturday, January 1, 2022 @9:00 am  
 

Let’s start this coming  
New Year on the right  
track by joining this  
service as a family.   
Let’s pray for a safe year in 2022!  
Join us for a hot bowl of  Ozoni mochi soup! 

New Year’s Mochi Pounding 
Date:  Thursday, December 30, 2021 

Time: Pounding @ 8:00 am till we are done 

 We will call you when your order is ready  

 (Around 4 pm) 

Memo: Mochi orders are  

limited.  The first 100 pounds  

will be accepted.  All orders  

and payment must be made  

by December 20th (whichever  

comes first.  If the first 100 lbs 

have been ordered, further  

orders will be closed) 

 

http://www.konkowahiawa.org/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
To all the people born in December! 

Please continue to receive 

Infinite divine blessings from 

Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 
 

Nicholas Furusho       Kimberly Suwa 

Chad Hiromasa                      Fong Yip 

Aaliyah Perreira     Delilah Crosby 

Kiana Yamamoto       Bruce Yamamoto 

 
 

On November 1st the Revs. Koichi Konko and Edna Matsuoka attended the All Saints’ Vigil at the 

Central Union Church in Honolulu to pray for the 916 people in Hawaii who had passed away 

from COVID-19 as of that date.  916 chairs were line up nicely on the lawn and Revs. Koichi and 

Edna touched each of the chairs and offered words of prayer for their eternal spiritual salvation.    

1st Yatsunami Gathering hosted by the Konko Missions in Hawaii 

11/15/2021 on ZOOM.  Over 70 people attended! 

       20th Konkokyo Peace Gathering on YouTube Live 
 

Fri.12/17/21 from 3:30p-4:30p. QR code to the right 

Guest Speakers: Rev. Joanne Tolosa (SF Church) 

And Rev. Yasuhiro Yano (Wahiawa Church) 

World peace begins with the individual.    



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, 

Happy Holidays! December is here!!  We lived alongside 
COVID-19 for 2 whole years.  I hope all has been well with you.  
An ordinary day is a day to celebrate.  Each day the sun rises and 
sets is a divine blessing.  Every breath, every heart beat and every 
step we take happens in absolute blessedness.  Count your 
blessings, because there is so much to be grateful for.  

The 1st Yatsunami Gathering coordinated by the Konko 
Missions in Hawaii (KMH) started with a prayer and a video clip 
of  current 6th Konko Sama (Rev. Hiromichi Konko) on the 
day of  his inauguration.  The clacking sounds of  the wooden geta 
clogs on the concrete pavement early in the morning around 3:45 
am echoed throughout the premises at the Headquarters.  Konko 
Sama was accompanied by his Hiromae attendants as he 
proceeded towards the main worship hall.  The Odemashi 
(Morning procession) doesn’t only happen on special service 
days; Konko Sama wakes up early in the morning for this 
procession on a daily basis—rain or snow.  Just like how the 
blessings from Kami-Sama continue; Konko Sama is the first 
person to wake up to give thanks to Kami-Sama to pray for the 
world.  This is what I find so humbling.               

In acknowledging the blessings and favors of  Konko Daijin 
Sama and Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama, the KMH Community 
Engagement and Outreach Committee (CEOC) held an online 
zoom event called the KMH Yatsunami Gathering.  It was the 
first online gathering held on Monday, November 15, 2021.  That 
day is significant in Konkokyo.  This was the day that the Founder, 
Konko Daijin received the Divine Call to him and his family back 
in 1859.  It is otherwise known as the Rikkyo Kinennsai.  This year, 
Konkokyo turned 162 years old.   

Rev. Yasuhiro Yano, the chair of  the 1st Yatsunami 
Gathering shared a message on the significance of  the event.  He 
mentioned that the Yatsunami 8-petaled crest of  the Konkokyo 
faith symbolizes the blessings of  Kami-Sama that spans in all 
directions.  So it was our prayer that people from all around the 
globe could join this event, just like the Konkokyo International 
Gatherings that were held annually.  However, due to the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic, the Konkokyo International Gathering had 
to be cancelled for a couple of  years now.  The theme of  the 
event was “Celebration of  the Establishment of  the Konko Faith.”   

Over 70 people logged on from Hawaii, Japan, Mainland 
USA and Canada to attend the event. We were very fortunate to 
have 5 presentations of  talent in the course of  the program.  All 
video presentations were pre-recorded and shared during the 
event.  There was a Kibimai performance by Miss Sapphira 
Jackson.  She danced beautifully to the song “Momijiba” (Maple 
leaf) during the 90th Anniversary of  the Konko Church of  
Portland, held on October 3, 2021.  Koto accompaniment by Rev. 
Michie Uzunoe and Sapphira’s mother, Mrs. Theresa Jackson.   

Following the kibimai dance were the “Antalarz” rock band 
group!  They were an all-Konko ministers band from Hyogo 
prefecture, Japan.  They played for us the Sukiyaki song and 
Shinjin No Eiko.  The base vocalist is Rev. Yoshihiro Kondo of  
Suita Church.  Guitar vocalist, Rev. Seichi Sugita of  Mikuni 
Church. Guitar vocalist, Rev. Akimasa Nishimura of  
Nishinomiya Church and Drums, Rev. Hiroshi Morita of  
Tenman Church.  I really liked how they rocked Shinjin No Eiko. 
This is a rock group that was born in 2013.  What does their name 
mean?  “Anatara” means “Hey, you guys!” in Japanese. This group 

name was created when the band members were not being serious 
with their work at the church, so their senior sensei used to always 
scold them and say “Antara!  Hey you guys!  Stop foolin’ around!”  
So they came up with the name “Antalarz.”  They really gave us 
viewers a burst of  positive energy.   

And if  that wasn’t enough, the harmonica presentation by Mr. 
Gilbert Phillips really blew us away.  He composed his own song 
“The Pandemic Blues” and he played that song in a stylish blue 
kimono that suited him well.  Gilbert became a follower of  the 
Konko Mission of  Honolulu just 2 years ago in an interesting 
incident that may have been divinely arranged.  He was watching 
a science program on TV one evening, and the TV turned blank.  
Then it automatically switched to KIKU TV channel 9 (Japanese 
programing), and it just so happened to be playing Konko Daijin’s 
movie “Okage wa Waga Kokoro ni Ari.”  As he began watching, 
he was able to identify Konko Daijin as a holy man.  He decided 
to Google “Konko Daijin” and found the Konko Mission of  
Honolulu and has started to attend church on a regular weekly 
basis.  

One after another, we were just mesmerized with such gifted 
talent by the willing volunteers.  Miss Jeddie Kawahatsu 
elegantly danced hula to the song “Pua Kiele” sung by Josh Tatofi.  
Her gracefulness in the cool Hawaiian breeze, with Diamond Head 
in the background, the shimmering waves, the leisurely sailboat, 
and the swaying palm trees represented Hawaii so well.  Some of  
the people who were watching told me that they really wanted to 
visit Hawaii after watching the hula.  Jeddie is the daughter of  Rev. 
and Mrs. Masato and Alice Kawahatsu of  the Konkokyo South 
San Francisco Spiritual Center.   

In conclusion of  the entertainment portion of  the program, 
we were very fortunate to have the Rev. Tamie Imaoka of  the 
Konko Church of  Nakadachiuri in Kyoto, Japan share her heart-
warming singing and piano playing to the song “Hikari Kagayaku 
Michi” which is known in English as “Shinning Shimmering Light.”  
Rev. Imaoka composed the song and lyrics.  It has since been 
translated into English and sung overseas as well.  Her song really 
touches the heart and many have mentioned that it has given them 
hope during trying times.  We were very happy to see Rev. Imaoka 
join the Yatsunami gathering.  After her singing and piano, we all 
followed the English slideshow version sung by Mrs. Sayaka 
Wilson-Haste of  the Konkokyo South San Francisco Spiritual 
Center. 

To top it all off, the Yatsunami Gathering closed with a prayer 
and a lively Banzai Sansho by the Rev. Reiko Yano.  I believe it 
was a successful event with the positive feedback that was collected.  
We look forward to continuing the Yatsunami Gathering in 
celebration of  the birthday of  Konkokyo for many years to come.  
Mahalo nui to Rev. Koichi Konko for taking care of  the technical 
side of  the ZOOM gathering and to all the participants and 
CEOC committee members who were part of  the planning 
process with such short notice.   

On Sunday, December 26th at 9 am, we will conduct our 
important End of  the Year Ceremony.  Please dedicate this time 
to appreciate all that has happened in the year 2021 and give 
appreciation to Kami-Sama that we have made it this far in 
blessedness.   

On Thur., Dec 30th from 8 am, we will have our annual 
Mochitsuki.  Please place your orders by Dec 20th.  We will only 
be pounding 100 lbs this year.  So the first 100 pounds of  orders 
will be accepted.  There will be an order limit.  Wishing you all a 
Happy Holiday Season.  And a great year in 2022!   -Aloha, Edna  


