Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
 : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 konkowahiawa207@gmail.com URL: www.konkowahiawa.org

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
*All services will also be streamed on Facebook Live
September 2022
1 Thr -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
4 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage
5 Mon -KMH Kauai Gathering has been cancelled *Labor Day Holiday
7 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm)
9 Fri
-Church clean-up (9 am)
11 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin (9 am)
生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Share Okage
-KMH Rotary Hanashikai Gathering (10:30 am) on ZOOM
13 Tue -HCRP Meeting at Honolulu Church (1:30 pm)
16 Fri -KMH CEOC Mtg on ZOOM (3 pm) *Garage sale prep (9a-2p)
17 Sat -Garage Sale (9 am to 2 pm)
18 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage
-Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
21 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm)
23 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
24 Sat -Ehimemaru Monument clean-up (9 am)
-HCRP Clean-up at Kakaako Waterfront Park (10 am)
-Irei: National Japanese American WWII Incarceration Names
Monument Dedication Ceremony in LA. –Edna Sensei will attend
25 Sun -Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 秋季霊祭 *Naorai follows
29 Thr -Happy 208th Birthday Ikigami Konko Daijin Sama!
30 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
October 2022
1 Sat -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
2 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage
-Honolulu Church Grand Service (11 am)
Konko Daijin says: People may talk about irreverences and
shortcomings, but no one is more irreverent than a merchant who cheats
or deceives others; a farmer who changes the border of his field to his
own advantage; or a person who wastes water and food or neglects his
work. When one tries to make profit by deceiving others. He loses and
ends up bankrupt. When a greedy person tries to gain property by
changing a boundary, he ends up losing his own field. When a person
wastes food, he becomes unable to eat. When one neglects his work, he
becomes unable to work and loses his job. All these troubles are caused
by an irreverent and careless heart. (Gorikai III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 79, 1,2,3)
Editor’s thoughts: My mom always taught us that whether we steal just
a dollar or a thousand dollars—the heart to steal is the same. The
amount that you steal and the item that you steal doesn’t really matter. It
is the heart that wants to steal that is the irreverence. We must be mindful
of what we are doing. Some people don’t care about wasting water or
food, because they are paying for it anyways. This carelessness and lack
of respect for the blessings of the Universe will eventually cause us
suffering later on. If we plant the seeds of suffering, it will grow. Don’t
think we can get away with things. Kami-Sama is always watching us.
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through understanding
the Founder’s teachings and will strive to
become a more useful person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Autumn Memorial Service
Sunday, September 25 at 10 am
Naorai fellowship lunch will follow.
Honor the Mitama Spirits

Autumn Grand Ceremony
Thursday, October 13 at 6:00 pm
Naorai fellowship dinner will follow.
Honor the Founder, Ikigami Konko-Daijin –Sama
for paving the way for us to receive divine blessings,
and for his continuous spiritual guidance

Sat. 9/17/22
9 am to 2 pm
All proceeds will
go to the Konko
Headquarters

Rotary Hanashikai
Gathering
Date: Sun. 9/11/22
Time: 10:30 am-12 noon
Where: Online on ZOOM
Host: Honolulu
ID: 847 4142 7204
Passcode: 063254

We visited the Konkokyo Headquarters on August 11th

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2022
10/2 Sun
10/9 Sun
10/13 Thr
10/23 Sun
11/6 Sun
11/13 Sun
11/15 Tue
11/19 Sat
11/20 Sun
11/27 Sun
12/10 Sat
12/18 Sun
12/25 Sun
12/30 Fri

-Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
-Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (6:00 pm)
-HCRP Peace Prayer (4-6 pm) at Gedatsu Church of Hawaii
-Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
-Late Rev. Kiyotaka Yasutake 30th Memorial Service
-Hilo Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
-KMH 2nd Yatsunami Gathering on Zoom (1-2:30 pm)
-KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church
-90th Anniversary Celebration of SF Church (10:30 am)
-25th Mem. Svc for Late Rev. Kikue Kodama @HNL (10am)
-KMH Head Minister’s Mtg (10:30 am) @HNL Church
-Mochitsuki Demo at JCCH (10 am to 12 noon)
-50th Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi (10 am)
-End of the Year Service (9 am)
-31st Annual Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church (8 am)

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in the
month of September
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama’s 208th Birthday!
Rev. David Yano Hope Morihara Stacey Toma

Memories of Japan trip 2022

Amagi Church

Rev. Mitsutake performing my grandpa’s 10th memorial service at the grave

Group picture with the reverend and our family in front of grandpa’s grave

Rev. Mitsutake performing my grandpa’s 10th memorial service

Iwatani Church

Hirao Church

Fuchu Church

Aunt’s Grave

Rev. Michiko Yasutake of Amagi Church

Uncle’s goat Kirari

Uncle’s goat Hikaru

Tateishi Church Grave

Shikoku family grave visitation

Kawanoishi Church

Kawanishi Church

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
I hope this newsletter finds you doing well. My parents
and I went to Japan from August 9th to the 18th to attend my
grandpa’s (mom’s side) 10th Memorial Service. We also visited
several Konko Churches, including the Konkokyo
Headquarters, and we also visited family. This trip was very
memorable. And it really was a great blessing that the three
of us were able to go. I needed to get a special travel visa
prior to my trip because Japan is not
fully open to foreigners. The reason
why I was able to go was because my
parents are Japanese Nationals, and
because I was mainly going there for
family and not tourism.
It was certainly a worthwhile trip
with many new memories and
experiences. Kami-Sama never failed to
bless us every step of the way. We
encountered a few worries before and
during the trip, but it still ended up in
blessings. I had to get a visa in time for the trip, and I was
able to. My husband caught COVID a few weeks before our
trip, but thankfully he recovered quickly with very mild
symptoms and no one else in the family caught it. My mom
lost her driver’s license and green card 10 days before the trip.
But thankfully I was able to find it for her. My dad lost his
JR Rail Pass on the 3rd day of the trip, and it could have been
used for 4 more days. But thankfully we had enough extra
cash on hand to purchase train tickets for dad along the way.
There was a typhoon near Tokyo and we had to ride the ferry
from Beppu to Yawatahama, which was further in the south,
but thankfully, the seas were very calm that day
and we arrived safely.
We went on a whirlwind course which went as
follows: Day 1: Tokyo, Day 2: Went to Okayama
to visit the Konkokyo Headquarters and went to
my uncle’s church in Hiroshima, Day 3: Onomichi
and Hakata. Day 4: Visited Amagi Church and
went to grandparent’s house in Oita. Day 5:
Grandpa’s 10th Memorial Service. That night,
we went from Beppu to Yawatahama,
Shikoku by ferry. Day 6: We arrived early in the morning at
Yawatahama and met with family. Then we went to
Matsuyama and Dōgo area in the afternoon. Day 7: We
traveled from Matsuyama to Kyoto and went to Mt. Hiei.
Day 8: Traveled from Kyoto to Yokohama. Day 9: Went to
Tokyo and flew back to Hawaii. It was the first time I visited
Matsuyama, Dōgo and Mt. Hiei.
When we went to the Konko Church of Amagi in
Fukuoka, Japan, we were able to greet the Rev. Michiko
Yasutake, who is the wife of the Late Rev. Fumio
Yasutake (2nd generation head minister of Amagi Church).
She was very happy to see us. She said to us “For you to
come all the way to Japan for the purpose of visiting

deceased loved ones, I am sure that the Mitama Spirits of
those people are extremely happy. They must be so happy
that they are doing handstands for you.” In Japanese she
said, 「御霊様が逆立ちをして喜んでくださって
る」. It was an expression I have never heard of before.
But it brought a smile upon my face because I could just
imagine how happy they must be.
The main purpose of our trip was to honor and
appreciate Grandpa Masataka’s 10th
Memorial Service (Mom’s side). We
also went to give thanks by visiting the
Konkokyo Headquarters, the Konko
Church of Amagi, several other
churches we have connections to and
visitation of graves.
The one thing that really struck me
this trip came a few days after we
returned back to Hawaii. Just 4 days
after returning (August 22), I had a
vivid dream. As some of you may
already know, the dreams that I have are in full color and
in high definition. In my dream, my parents and I met an
elderly man wearing black haori and hakama (the black robes
that Konko Ministers wear). It was clearly a Konko
minister, but I have never met him before. He was
standing there with his arms wide apart and telling us with
a huge smile, “I am so glad to see you! Thank you so much
for coming!” He was talking to us in Japanese 「よう来
たなぁ！ようお参りだったなぁ！」. I asked my dad
in my dream “Who is this man?” And my dad replied
“This is Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei.” Then I woke up from
my dream. I am terrible at remembering
people’s names, but that name kept
echoing in my head. I didn’t know which
church Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei was from.
We visited several churches in Japan, so I
thought it must be the Mitama Spirit of one
of those churches we visited.
It was early in the morning about 5 am,
right before work, I called my dad and told
him about my dream. He was already up
and preparing for the early morning prayer. I asked him
“Who is Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei? Which church is he
from?” Then he said, “That is the Founding minister of
the Kawanoishi Church in Ehime.” It blew my mind!
AND it also clarified a misunderstanding I have had for all
the years I’ve been alive. My dad clarified to me that it was
Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei who had guided my great
grandfather Tōsuke Yano into the Konko Faith. All this
time, I had thought it was Hosaka Hidejiro Sensei that
had guided him, because that’s the name I hear often in my
dad’s sermons. My dad said both sensei play an important
role in the existence of the Yano family. Had our great
grandfather Tōsuke not met Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei,

we would not be here. And had my grandfather Ichirō Yano
also confirmed to me even more that when people die
not learned the faith from Hosaka Hidejirō Sensei, the
physically, their Mitama Spirit still exists amongst us. And
Konko faith would not have been passed down to where it
if we go above and beyond to remember them, the Mitama
has. And likewise, we would not have existed as well. This
Spirits will happily accept our sincerity with a big smile on
was a mind blowing realization for me.
their faces.
Great Grandpa Tōsuke was the first to
September is the month of the
encounter the faith and realized that there
Autumn Memorial Service.
Our
are sure blessings in this faith. Grandpa
church service will be conducted on
Ichirō realized that there are teachings to
Sunday, September 25th at 10:00 am.
learn in the Konko faith to enrich our lives.
We would not be existing if it were not
We visited the Konko Church of
for the people who came before us. We
Kawanoishi during our trip. And my mom
owe our lives to our ancestors. Not only
forgot her bag at my aunt’s house, so aunty
our ancestors. I know countless people
had to go all the way home to go and get it
who are not even blood related—that if
for her. But because of that, we had ample
it were not for their existence, I would
time to talk to Hosaka Michiteru Sensei
not be here today. Just to name a few:
and his wife there. And I was able to learn
Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei, Hosaka
a little more history of the church my dad
Hidejirō Sensei, Haruko Takahashi
grew up with. There were 3 pictures of
Sensei, Kodama Masayuki Sensei and
deceased sensei on the left side of the
Kikue Sensei, Katashima Kōkichi
Mitama altar. I asked Hosaka Sensei who
Sensei, Yasutake Fumio Sensei,
they were. He explained the furthest on the
Yasutake Matsutaro Sensei, Katsura
right was Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei, the 2nd
Matsuhei Sensei and all the way back to
one was Hosaka Hidejirō Sensei and the
the Founder, Konko Daijin-Sama and
rd
3 picture was Hosaka Toshihiko Sensei.
beyond. I bet there are countless people
Hosaka Sensei’s grave on left and
Being terrible at remembering names, by
who would not have been born if it were
Tsuda Shimataro Sensei’s grave on right
the time we walked out of the church, I had
not for our Founder, Konko Daijinforgotten their names.
Sama. And if it weren’t for the parents
After visiting the church, we went to a
of all these people, they would not have
nearby garden store and I purchased 2
been born. If you think about this, we
potted bougainvillea to offer at the graves
must all be connected in some way. So the
of the Yano family and Kawanoishi Church.
Autumn Memorial Service is to honor and
When we went to the Church graves, we did
appreciate all people who came before us
a brief wipe down of the tombstones and
who are now Mitama Spirits. There are
swept the dead leaves. All I knew was that
too many to name. But as you make your
these were the graves of the ministers of the
presence at this service and dedicate your
Kawanoishi Church. I did not pay attention
Sunday morning for the Mitama Spirits,
to the fancy kanji calligraphy inscribed on
they will be so happy, they will rejoice with
the headstones because it was hard to read.
a handstand for you.
But we offered prayers and I left the plant
This is one of my favorite pictures of
in front of the center headstone.
me when I went to Japan (on the left). I
I texted my great friend Todd Sensei
went to the LaLaPort in Hakata. I stand
and told him about this dream. He said
in front of a majestic Gundam figure
“That just means you now need to honor
which lights up! It was 81 feet tall (24.8
your foundations even more. The jitsui teinei
m)! Lots of great memories in Japan. It’s
that you incorporated in your trip resulted
a place I love to visit over and over again.
in Sensei being so happy.” Now the name
Pandemic restrictions are still in place and
Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei has been
many people do want to visit Japan.
repeating in my head daily, so I don’t forget!
Hopefully, Japan will fully open to
After I had that dream, I looked back at
foreigners soon!
the pictures I took. And sure enough, the
Before I end, I want you to mark your
middle headstone which I placed the
calendars for Thursday, October 13th at
bougainvillea plant just so happened to be the tomb of
6 pm. We will hold our Autumn Grand Ceremony to give
Tsuda Shimatarō Sensei!! After confirming that, I had no
thanks to our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama.
doubt in my mind that he was happy that we came to visit. It
Wishing you a wonderful month in September! Aloha,Edna

