Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
September 2014
1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
7 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin (9 am)
生神金光大神様 月例祭
-Bi-annual Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa General Hospital
(10:00-10:45 am). *Curry lunch will follow.
-Happy Grandparent’s Day!
12 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity at WGHLTCF (10-10:45 am)
13 Sat -Church clean up for Autumn Memorial Svc (9 am)
-Chorus practice at HNL Church (2-4 pm)
14 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Svc (10 am)
15 Mon -HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm)
21 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Svc (10 am)
26 Fri -Women’s club mtg. Make crafts (9am-1pm) *Light lunch after
27 Sat -Ehimemaru monument clean up (5 pm)
28 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage Story (till 11 am)
-Ikigami Konko Daijin Daisai Svc @ Headquarters, Japan
(Rev. Yasuhiro Yano will attend)
29 Mon -200th Birthday of the Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin
October 2014
1 Wed -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
4 Sat -Church clean up for Grand Service (8 am)
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Grand Ceremony (11 am)
12 Sun -Waipahu Church Grand Ceremony (11 am)
13 Mon -Wahiawa Church Grand Ceremony for Founder (6:30 pm)

生神金光大神大祭

*Naorai dinner will follow

Konko Daijin says… “From Tenchi Kane No Kami, people receive a
body and a part of Kami’s soul. They are able to live by eating the foods
bestowed by Heaven and Earth. Since long ago, it has been said that
Heaven is father and Earth is mother. Tenchi Kane No Kami is the
parent of all people. Those who practice Faith will meet their immortal
parents and will keep receiving divine blessings.” (Gorikai II, Fukushima Gihe’e 2-2,3)
Editor’s thoughts: There are many theories out there of how the
Universe and everything in it came to be. The truth is actually a mystery.
It’s something that will never be known, like the black hole in the center
of the galaxy. But there is one thing that is true. We grew in the womb
of our mothers and she popped us out. Someone changed our dirty
diapers and fed us till we became able to do so ourselves. In western
theology, we emphasize Heavenly Father as the sole creator and provider.
We omit the Earthly giving nature of Mother Earth. Let’s not forget that
Heaven and Earth are a couple, thus all living things are able to live.
Without Earth, we wouldn’t exist. Without Heaven, we wouldn’t exist.
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Autumn Memorial Service
Date: Sunday, September 14, 2014
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Memo: In the bi-annual frequency, we hold these
larger memorial services for our family and friends
that have passed on. “Immortality is important for
humans. Immortality is when others keep praying for
you after you die.” (Gorikai II Kondo Tsuru 1).
Naorai lunch will follow. We hope you can attend.
Please let Sensei know before 9/14 if you would like
him to add anyone’s name to the prayer that sensei
will be reciting during the service.

Bi-annual Volunteer Activity at
Wahiawa General Hospital LTCF

Come join us as we entertain the long-term patients
at the local Wahiawa General Hospital on Sunday,
September 7th from 10-10:45 am. There will be
singing, dancing and balloon tossing. A light lunch
will follow after the program. Volunteering your time
is a great way to give back to the community and a
great way of showing our appreciation for Kami’s
blessings in action. We hope you are able to come!

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2014
10/4 Sat -Church clean up for Autumn Grand Service (8 am)
10/5 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
10/12 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
10/13 Mon-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service (6:30 pm)
10/18 Sat -HCRP Atomic Bomb Exhibitions @Palolo Hongwanji
Temple (Through 10/26)
10/25 Sat -110th Ann. Celebration of Amagi Church (thru 10/26)
10/26 Sun -22nd Annual HCRP Peace Prayer @ Palolo Hongwanji
Temple (4 pm)
11/2 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
11/8 Sat -Church Mini Bazaar (10 am-1 pm)
11/9 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
11/23 Sun -Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 17th Memorial Svc. @HNL (9 am)
12/21 Sun -Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 42nd Memorial Svc. (10 am)
12/28 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am)
12/30 Tue -Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding (8 am)

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in September. Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from Tenchi Kane No
Kami-Sama and Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Konko Daijin (200th)
Rev. David Yano
Hope Morihara
Stacey Toma

Mr. Yūta Izumi and his Mother, Miyoko Ishigami from the Konko Church of
Shiragane, Tokyo came to visit the Wahiawa Church on Thursday, August 14.

The 2nd Annual Itsukushimi No Inori Prayer for Peace was conducted at the Wahiawa
Church on Sunday, August 17 at 4 pm. The Reverends Todd Takahashi and Edna Yano
officiated the ceremony. Reverend Blayne Higa of the Moili‘ili Hongwanji Mission was the
guest speaker and Miss. Ke‘ala Takahashi offered the dance, “Hana wa Saku.” A total of
18 people were present for this peace prayer.

Rev. Yasuhiro Yano conducted the annual Ehime Kenjinkai “Ehimemaru Memorial
Service” in the Konkokyo tradition on Saturday, August 16 in Kaka‘ako.

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
I hope you are doing well. This month on September 29th, the
Founder Ikigami Konko Daijin will be turning 200 years old! There will
be a Grand Ceremony in Japan and Yano Sensei will be going there to
attend the service. Oahu will be starting it Grand Ceremony season
beginning in October. Wahiawa Church will hold our service on
Monday, October 13th at 6:30 p.m. I am letting you know early, so you
can mark your calendars and attend. I would like you to receive
blessings of attendance too ^_^.
Last month, in August, the 2nd Annual Itsukushimi No Inori Prayer
for Peace was conducted at the Wahiawa Church by Rev. Dr. Todd
Takahashi and I. The guest speaker was the Reverend Blayne Higa of
the Moili‘ili Hongwanji Mission. Miss Ke‘ala Takahashi offered the
dance “Hana Wa Saku.” This is an annual event that was initiated by
the AKD (Apostles of Konko Daijin)—the younger local ministers of
the Hawaii Diocese. Peace prayers are conducted throughout the year
by many other religious denominations, so we decided it was also
important to hold a peace prayer in Hawaii, through Konkokyo
traditions. Peace is not a given; it’s a blessing. Some people were born
and raised in hostile environments. They do not understand the feeling
of peace. There are problems of various magnitudes, and they may
never go away—but our personal perspectives of situations can change
to the better. Even in our situations of not feeling at peace, are we able
to identify the good things in life? Things to be appreciative for?
The Reverend Blayne Higa shared his thoughts
about peace. It was very inspiring. Please read the
full article contributed by Rev. Higa in the Wahiawa
Church Bulletin, edited by my father, Rev. Yano. The
Rev. Higa also gave us a challenge to do at the end of
his presentation. He told us to jot down three things
we are thankful for. Also, he told us to jot down three
challenging situations we encountered that day, and
how we can still be thankful for the challenges. The last thing he told us
was to jot down just one thing we did that day that put a smile on
someone’s face. Or one thing we did that helped another individual. It
was a very powerful message.
I tend to be “Mikka Bōzu” (Three day follower). I grasp a great
message, and then I only practice it for three days—then I go back to
my lazy habits. In order to prevent this, I decided to put my notebook
and pen on my nightstand. That way, I can always open it up and jot
down just a few lines here and there. I find myself jotting down my
thoughts a little more than usual. I go back into what I wrote on
previous days, and I read and remember the many blessings I have been
receiving continuously. It’s a great feeling. I recommend this practice: 3
good things, 3 challenging things and how I can improve or still feel
thankful for them and 1 thing that I did that day that helped someone
else or made them happy. Starting a new habit is very difficult, but this
is a practice that can totally change us to becoming more mindful
people. And the more mindful we are, the peaceful we become as
individuals, because we are constantly reminding ourselves to be
thankful. Thankful people tend to be happy people. The more happy
people there are in this world, the more peaceful it will become as a
whole. Even writing a single line in your notebook can become
cumbersome if done daily, so if this is the case for you, you can also
just think about thankful thoughts in your head when you have that
quiet moment to yourself (like bathroom breaks).
What is the ideal peaceful world? What would the world be like if
there were no murders, crime, pain, diseases, accidents, wars, terrorism,
discrimination or abuse? It is through these issues, we can see the
difference of peace and no peace.
Recently, I received a message from a friend of mine regarding
animal testing. There is a teen in Chicago who is researching about
colon cancer and possible cures for it in the elderly population. He
experiments on lab rats by injecting them with active cancer cells and
chemotherapy drugs. If this teen is able to find the cure to colon

cancer, it would be considered a breakthrough finding because many
people die from this type of cancer. Although it would be happy
news, my friend felt very bad for the mice that were experimented
on because in church, we teach to be kind to animals. She was
wondering what Konkokyo’s take was on animal testing. Is it ok if
it’s for the greater good of mankind?
I thought this was an excellent question because I do not know
either. There are no teachings regarding animal testing in the
Konkokyo teachings, but there is a teaching that says, “Don’t be
despised, even by cats or dogs.” I honestly do not know what Kami
Sama thinks of animal testing.
For all the medical advances we have so far, and for all the
drugs that have been approved for use, there were millions of
people and animals whose lives were lost or disabled, for it to be
deemed safe for use. For every drug, it is known what the
therapeutic dose is. And for every drug, it is known what the lethal
dose is, too.
I still have several nursing school textbooks that I refer to at
times. It’s a treasure trove of information, and was very expensive.
I read the information in there. It even mentions at what
temperature a human being can survive up to! Obviously, people’s
lives have been sacrificed to know this kind of information.
During WW2, countless inhumane medical research were
conducted on human subjects, like the Nazi did on the Jews and
other prisoners in concentration camps. Even a Japanese team did
cynical and cruel research during the war, mainly against the Chinese.
After the war, when Japan lost and the Nazi regime
was destroyed, the United States confiscated their
findings of the medical experiments, and used it for
medical advancement in the USA. And it’s likely
because of these findings that we have the most
advanced medical technologies in the world.
Some medications and procedures are life
savers. So we need to be mindful about all the sacrifices that have
been made for the people of today to benefit from the findings.
The Founder, Konko Daijin emphasized that we must pray before
taking medications for blessings to be quicker. But people take
medicines and not pray, so the medicines don't work very well. So,
for every Tylenol we take, we can be thankful for its effect, and also
forward a thought for the many lives that were taken for this one pill
to be deemed safe for us, as well as the countless hours of research
that went into the study of the medication. Even when eating food
we should be mindful that it was a sacrifice of lives, so it could
become our flesh and blood. Living animals and plants were killed
in order to sustain our lives.
In thinking about all this, we may find ourselves very guilty to
even eat, but it's ok. That is why it is extremely important to be
grateful for the foods we eat and medicines we take. Going back to
the original question—for the greater good of mankind, many
animals and humans are being tested, but the scientist and all
involved must have a humble, appreciative and apologetic heart
towards the test subjects, as they may be harmed or killed in the
process. Who knows? The evil done might all come back in their
lifetimes or in their descendant’s lifetimes. In Kami Sama’s eyes, the
life of all living things may be of equal value—regardless if it’s an
ant or a roach. Lions and tigers attack and eat deer, bunnies and
other animals. Frogs eat the insects that fly by them. Our immune
system kills off the germs that harm the body. Cow and horses eat
living grass. It’s a means of survival. Lives are sacrificed in one way
or another. It's extremely important to cultivate a good heart that is
aware of these sacrifices made by other living organisms for our
survival, and be appreciative. Thank you.
On Sunday, September 14th at 10:00 am, the Bi-annual Autumn
Memorial Service will be conducted. We hope you can join us in
prayer and remembrance. All is welcome! Have a Happy
September!
Sincerely, Edna Yano

