Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
September 2013
1 Sun -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(9:00 am) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
*Overview of schedule & Share Okage Stories (till 11 am)
-Itsukushimi No Inori Peace Prayer at Honolulu
Church (4:00 pm) *Light refreshments to follow.
8 Sun -Monthly Service for Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin
(9:00 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭.
-Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa Gen. Hospital LTCF
(10 am). Curry lunch will follow.
9 Mon -HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm)
13 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa Gen. Hospital
-Faith Study Group @HNL Church (8 pm)
14 Sat -Chorus Practice at HNL Church (2-4 pm)
15 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
21 Sat -Church clean up for Memorial Service (9 am)
22 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
*Naorai fellowship lunch will follow
-Peace Cup painting after lunch.
26 Thu -Hawaii Group Pilgrimage to Headquarters (till 10/4)
29 Sun -Sunday Service (9:00 am) Celebrate the 199th Birthday
Of Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin. *Share Okage story
-Peace cup painting 2nd session (after light lunch)
30 Mon -Church clean up (9 am)
October 2013
1 Tue -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(9:00 am) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
-Overview of schedule *Share Okage Stories (till 11 am)
3 Thu -130th Memorial for Founder Konko Daijin (at Honbu)
6 Sun -Church clean up for Grand Ceremony (8:00 am)
11 Fri -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Date: Sunday, 9/22/13
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Lunch: Please stay for fellowship lunch after.
“Immortality is important for humans. Immortality is
when others keep praying for you after you die.” (Gorikai
II Kondo Tsuru 1). Let’s revere and remember our ancestors
and deceased family and friends. They are the roots of
our existence.

Konko Church of Amagi Head Minister and church members visit Wahiawa Church 8/24

Konko Daijin says…
People may practice faith, but their situations won’t turn out the same. You should
know that thirty or fifty-year old trees aren’t the same. There are people who don’t
practice faith, but become rich. And there are those who do practice faith, but don’t get
rich. Even when growing rice and barley, some rice grains turn out white, and some
barley spikes turn out black. Thus, all things do not turn out the same. You must
practice faith with a broad mind. (Gorikai II Yamamoto Sadajiro 1-22)
Editor’s Thoughts: When people read this teaching, some may think that it makes no
sense to practice faith then, if there is no guarantee that one can become rich or
successful. Faith is primarily to help you walk the path of life feeling secure. Faith is
there to pull you through the difficult times, and give you the sense of gratitude and
acceptance for all things in life that may happen, whether they are challenges.

Konko Youth Goodwill Mission visit Wahiawa Church 8/24

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2013
10/3 Thur -Konko Daijin’s 130th Memorial Grand Svc in Japan
10/6 Sun -Church clean up for Autumn Grand Service 8 am
*10/11 Fri -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service 6:30 pm
10/13 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
10/20 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
10/27 Sun -21st Annual HCRP Peace Prayer at Gedatsu Church 4 pm
11/10 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
11/17 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
11/24 Sun -Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 16th Memorial Svc. @HNL 9 am
12/22 Sun -Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 41st Memorial Svc. 10 am
12/29 Sun -End of the Year Service 9 am
12/30 Mon-Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding 8 am
*Please note, the Grand Service in October this year will be on Friday,
the 11th; not the usual 13th of October. Due to the 130th Memorial.

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in September
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Rev. David Yano
Hope Morihara
Stacey Toma

A Hindu saint who was visiting river Ganges to take a bath found a group of
family members on the banks, shouting in anger at each other. He turned to his
disciples smiled and asked.
'Why do people shout in anger and shout at each other?'
Disciples thought for a while, one of them said, 'Because we lose our calm, we
shout.'
'But, why should you shout when the other person is just next to you? You can as
well tell him what you have to say in a soft manner, ' asked the saint.
Disciples gave some other answers but none satisfied the other disciples.
Finally the saint explained, 'When two people are angry at each other, their hearts
distance a lot. To cover that distance they must shout to be able to hear each other.
The angrier they are, the stronger they will have to shout to hear each other to
cover that great distance.
What happens when two people fall in love? They don't shout at each other but
talk softly, because their hearts are very close. The distance between them is either
nonexistent or very small...
The saint continued, 'When they love each other even more, what happens? They
do not speak, only whisper and they get even closer to each other in their love.
Finally they even need not whisper, they only look at each other and that's all. That
is how close two people are when they love each other.'
He looked at his disciples and said.
'So when you argue do not let your hearts get distant, Do not say words that
distance each other more, Or else there will come a day when the distance is so
great that you will not find the path to return. (Posting from Facebook)

On August 19, 2013, more than 30 representatives of faithbased groups signed a resolution in support of marriage
equality. The move by faith-based groups comes just days after
Hawaii’s Congressional delegation urged Governor Neil
Abercrombie and the State legislature to pass the freedom to
marry in Hawaii without delay. The call from the federal
delegation comes in the wake of a new poll showing majority
support in Hawaii for marriage equality. The poll shows those
opposed to gay marriage are diminishing quickly.
Thirteen states and the District of Columbia have legalized
same-sex marriages. Hawaii has a civil unions law, but does not
allow gay couples to marry. –information from:
hawaiiunitedformarriage.org
In representing Konkokyo, the Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi
and Rev. Edna Yano were honored to participate in the rally to
offer prayers in support of Marriage Equality.

Editor’s Notes
Dear Reader,
It has been very hot lately, and there is Red Alert (Fire
Warnings) all over the state. There are uncontrolled fires up
in the continental USA as well.
The plants outside are just
begging for rain—I can almost
hear them. But the Founder,
Konko Daijin-Sama firmly states,
“Never pray for rain.”
The
reason for that is, our prayers
will be answered, but not only
that. The prayer may work so
well, it may summon torrential
rain and mayhem.
In this
sweltering heat, we need to
practice being appreciative, and do plenty of hard-core
laundry while we are at it ^_^. I pray that the uncontrolled
fires throughout the world are put under control.
August has been a really busy but productive month.
On August 19th, the Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi (Honolulu
Church) and I were given the
privilege to represent Konkokyo
in the rally supporting Marriage
Equality in Hawaii, at the First
Unitarian Church of Honolulu.
There were a total of 30 religious
leaders
from
different
organizations that also took part.
Currently, the State of Hawaii
supports Civil Unions, but not
Same Sex Marriages.
For
Konkokyo, what is our take on
Gay Marriages? I am sure it has never been brought up as a
sermon topic by any Konko minister.
GLBTQ (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transvestite, and
Queer) individuals are sometimes highly ostracized and
discriminated. Some people receive severe punishment
from others just because they
are not within the social norms.
Sometimes, when parents find
out about their children being
gay, they kick them out of the
house and disown them.
In the eyes of Kami, all
humans are equally important.
As for humans, no one is less
precious
than
another
depending on their skin color,
hair color, race, spiritual belief, or whether they are rich,
poor, educated, uneducated, male, female, GLBTQ, tall,
short, big, little, able or disabled, young or old.

In the many scriptures of the Founder, Konko Daijin,
I have not found one mention regarding GLBTQ people.
But there are some teachings that basically say it all.
“All people are the children of Kami. There is no one
who does not belong” (GIII Sato Mitsujiro 12). “Which is
more important, you or
someone else?
All are
human beings” (GIII Shinkun 22). And “Do not disrespect
others. Doing so will not
bring divine blessings” (GIII
Konko Kyoso Gorikai 72).

For 30 religious leaders
to have congregated during
the rally in support of
Marriage Equality, I feel
that it must be a strong prayer of Kami, for all people to
get along, and hold the basic right to be happy. It was
very moving for me to take part in this movement.
On Sunday, August 25th, the 40th Memorial
Anniversary was held for the Late Rev. Masayuki
Kodama, who is the founding head minister of the
Konko Church of Honolulu.
Had it not been for this
minister to initiate that
church, our church in
Wahiawa would not exist.
I would not even be born
either.
The Late Rev.
Haruko Takahashi who
founded
the
Wahiawa
Church received much
inspiration and was saved
from receiving mediation and prayers from Rev.
Kodama.
During the service,
s
e
s i (great
grand-niece of Rev. Haruko Takahashi) offered the
sacred Kibimai dance for the first time. She has been
practicing Kibimai for three months. She danced
wonderfully. And I am sure
that Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s
Mitama Spirit was very happy.
The head minister of the
Konko Church of Amagi,
Japan,
Rev.
Michiyoshi
Yasutake came to Hawaii
with his wife, and 7 other
church members for Rev.
Kodama’s Memorial Service.
While they were in Hawaii,
they also visited the Wahiawa Church on Saturday,
August 24.
On a separate note, 27 youths and leaders from the

Konko Youth Goodwill Mission from Japan had their camp
in Maui, and came to Oahu as well. They even made a visit
to Wahiawa Church in a big tour bus, down this little
Muliwai Avenue on the same day that the Amagi Church
group came (8/24). The church
was full. It seemed like they all
brought youthful energy to our
church.
We would like to give a
warm welcome to Rev. Koichi
on o’s wife and baby son, Rev.
Seiko Konko and Michio. Three
years after marriage, they have
received the blessings of being
together as a family.
The
immigration visa for permanent residence has finally been
granted! They are the resident ministers of the Konko
Church of Honolulu. We are soo happy for you!!
The Autumn Memorial Service for our ancestors is
getting near! Our church will hold its service on Sunday,
September 22 from 10 a.m.
Please come as a family to revere
the deceased, whether they are
your family or friends. If you
have not already done so, please
register the names of the
deceased, whom you would like
for Yano Sensei to read out loud
in prayer during the service. Our
ancestors play an important role
in the health of our family tree.
They are the roots. Although we
cannot see them, they are supporting us firmly. Our present
overall wellbeing can as well be attributed to the health of
our ancestors. Revere and appreciate our ancestors and we
will naturally thrive. They want to be remembered always.
In Konko beliefs, when one
dies, he/she does not go to
heaven or hell. The body returns
to the ground as soil, but the
spirit lives on. Dying is merely a
separation of the body and spirit.
We can maintain someone’s
immortality by remembering
them. It is only when we forget
them that they really die.
After the Memorial Service
on the 22nd, we will have a
fellowship lunch in our social
hall, so please join us ^_^. AND, if you are willing to stay a
little longer, you can paint your own peace cup! Yes, it’s
that time again. The Hawaii Conference of Religions for
Peace (HCRP) Peace Prayer will be held this year again on

Sunday, October 27 from 4:00 p.m. at the Gedatsu
Church of Hawaii (Hawaii Kai) Mark your calendars
early and join this prayer too. We are encouraging you,
that if you would like to paint a peace cup, that you also
attend the Peace Prayer,
where your fully glazed
masterpiece
will
be
displayed in the sanctuary.
Our church will be having
20 blank, bisque fired cups
ready to paint with colorful
underglaze. The first 20
people to sign up will be
able to reserve a cup to
paint. The picture I have
posted here are last year’s creations. And yes, you do
get to keep the cup that you painted.
The Apostles of Konko Daijin (AKD) group will be
sponsoring a Peace Prayer at the Konko Mission of
Honolulu on Sunday, September 1. This will be the first
Peace Prayer of its kind,
that we proudly named,
“Itsukushimi No Inori.”
The service will be at 4:00
p.m. Light refreshments
will follow. We will also be
mindfully folding cranes to
be offered to Hiroshima
Peace Park (When I go to
Japan this September).
This year marks the
th
130
Memorial
Anniversary of our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin, so
there will be a huge ceremony at the Headquarters in
Okayama, Japan. I will be going to attend the service, to
represent the Wahiawa Church on October 3. I will be
going with the 27 people
from the Konko Missions in
Hawaii Pilgrimage Group.
We will also visit the
Hiroshima Peace Park, and
many other places. I will
also make a pilgrimage to
the Konko Church of
Amagi, where I was a
spiritual trainee 13 years
ago! I can’t wait. I will tell
you more news when I go
and return.
Have a great month in September! And please join
us for the events on our church schedule, without
hesitation.
Aloha, Edna

