Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
September 2012
1 Sat -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
2 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa General Hospital
Long Term Care Facility (10 am-10:45 am)
3 Mon -Labor Day Holiday
-All Believer’s Network Symposium at Harris United
Methodist Church (8 am-4 pm)
8 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
9 Sun -Monthly Service for Founder, Ikigami
Konko Daijin-Sama (9:00 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭
-Share Okage Stories (Till 11 am)
-Overview of monthly schedule.
10 Mon -HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm)
12 Wed -Todd sensei’s study session @HNL Church (8 pm)
14 Fri - Monthly Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa Gen. Hospital
Long Term Care Facility (10-10:45 am)
16 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am). Share Okage Stories (Till 11 am)
-Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
-Peace Cup Painting (2 pm)
22 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
-Chorus practice @HNL Church (2-4 pm)
23 Sun -Annual Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 秋季霊祭
*Naorai fellowship lunch will follow
29 Sat -Happy 198th Birthday Founder Konko Daijin-Sama!
-Church clean up (9 am)
30 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am). Share Okage Stories (Till 11 am)
-Continue Peace Cup Painting
October 2012
1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
6 Sat -Church clean up for Grand Ceremony (8 am)
13 Sat -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
*Naorai fellowship dinner will follow the service.
生神金光大神様 御大祭

Konko Daijin says…
Any amount of money and material wealth is useless if you are unable to
eat. To be able to eat in good health is what makes a person rich.
(GIII Gorikai Shui 16).

The simple function of being able to eat can be the most profound
definition of what it means to be truly healthy.
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Date: Sunday, 9/23/12
Time: 10:00 am
Place: Wahiawa Church
Memo: If there is anyone you would like to
remember at this service, please give their name to
Yano sensei and he will be calling out their name
during the service. Looking at things from a
biological perspective, all the cells in our bodies are
made up of DNA, which has been perpetuated
from our ancestors. Let’s give thanks for being who
we are today—it’s because of our ancestors. They
are our roots. By acknowledging our roots, we will
continue to thrive. Come as a family. Naorai
fellowship lunch will follow.

AUTUMN GRAND
CEREMONY
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
(207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa)
Date: Saturday, October 13, 2012
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Memo: Naorai dinner will follow.
Sermon: Rev. Reiko Yano
Please make every effort to attend this very
important ceremony.
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-Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service 6:30 pm
-Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
-20th Anniversary HCRP Peace Prayer at Honolulu Church 4 pm
-Church Mini Bazaar (10 am- 1 pm)
-Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
-Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
-Late Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 15th Memorial Svc. @HNL 9 am
-KMH MWSS one day mtg. to prepare for 2013 Joint MWSS (9:30 am)
-Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 40th Memorial Svc. 10 am
-End of the Year Service 9 am
-Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding 8 am

My grandfather, Mr. Masataka Yano, of Ōita, passed away peacefully at the age of 89 on August 14,
2012 (Japan time). My mother and I went to Japan from August 15-19, 2012 to pray and give
thanks to grandpa’s Mitama Spirit.

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in September
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Rev. David Yano
Hope Morihara
Stacey Toma
At Grandma’s house. L-R: Mom, Me,
Grandma, cousin Masakazu, uncle Masami,
aunt Hiroko.

My Grandfather

We also visited the Konko Church of Amagi. L-R: Uncle,
cousin, mom, Rev. Michiyoshi Yasutake, me.

We visited Konko Church of Tateishi. Rev.
Mitsutake of this church performed grandpa’s
funeral. Grandpa used to worship here.

We also visited the Konko Church of Nōgata, where my
uncle and his family attend church. Here are Revs. Fujimoto

The Adkison family: Jason, Trisha, Jayden and Bryce will be moving to Colorado for military
placement. We pray that they will continue to receive divine blessings, guidance and protection
from Kami-Sama. They have been a part of the Wahiawa Church Ohana. We will miss you!

Mr. and Mrs. Murakami along with their two
children, Mao and Hayato came to visit our
church on Tuesday, August 7. Their faith has
developed through the Konko Church of
Maebaru. Mr. Murakami was a Konkokyo
Youth Goodwill Mission (Marusho) member
and visited the islands as a youth group
member, and did home-stay at the Suwa
residence of Wahiawa nearly 25 years ago. His
fond memories of those Marusho days remain.
We had a picnic at Haleiwa Ali’i Beach Park,
where several turtles came to see them that day.

Editor’s Note

Hello Reader,
September is here, which means that the days will begin to
get a little cooler. I hope this note finds you in great health and
wellbeing.
I was reminded just how hot Japan is during the summer, as I
went a few weeks ago to extend prayers and appreciation to my
deceased grandfather, Mr. Masataka Yano. I also call him “Cow
No Ojiichan”, since they used to be dairy farmers.
He was my mother’s father, who passed away on
August 14, 2012 (Japan time), so August 13
(Hawaii time) at the age of 89 and 6 months.
My mother and I rushed to Japan from
August 15-19 and stayed at grandpa’s house to
comfort grandma, as she lives alone now. Sadly,
we were not able to make it in time for the
funeral, which was held on the day we arrived—
several hours earlier. Our arrival date had been
confused due to the date and time difference. But all went
smoothly, as if grandpa’s spirit was already making things happen
for us.
Grandpa was a second generation Konko believer, with his
faith roots originating from the Konko Church of Kawanoishi in
Ehime, Japan. Later in his life, as he moved to Kyushu, he began
worshipping at the Konko Church of Tateishi. He was a
dedicated believer of Konko Daijin and Tenchi Kane No KamiSama. He received countless divine blessings, and always called
the Divine name, “Konko-Sama”. He graduated Rikushi Military
Academy of Japan and was a military officer during WWII. After
the end of WWII, he moved to Kyushu alone as a pioneer and
lived in a cave in the beginning. From living a wilderness life, he
received tremendous blessings as a Konko believer. In his
lifetime, he was blessed with a loving wife, three children, a brand
new home, and 37 acres of land (15 chōbu). His legacy remains
forever in the faith that he has passed down to his children, and
down to his grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Grandpa wanted to live till 100. That was his dream. He was
very sharp and healthy.
At the beginning of this year, grandpa called my mom and
said she may be eligible for Social Security pay from Japan. My
mom did not even think that such funds may be available for her.
However, grandpa was so determined to get that for his daughter
(my mom). Grandpa made frequent phone calls to my mom and
did tedious paperwork necessary for her to receive social security
pay from Japan. He wasn’t the least bit demented. He told my
mom, “Five more years, and your SS fund should increase even
more; however, I have a feeling that I may not be as sharp and
healthy by then, so I want to do this for you now.” As soon as
the paper work went through to the US bank, and the funds
became available to my mom, grandpa also found out that my
dad was eligible for SS payment as well. So grandpa did his paper
work as well. When all that paper work was complete, grandpa
was filled with so much joy.
Grandpa who was 89 years old, said to his 61 year old
daughter (my mom), “There wasn’t much I could do for you in
my lifetime, but I am glad that this was the least I can do for you.”
As my mom heard these words from her father, she couldn’t help
but cry. A parent’s love for his/her child lasts a life time. The
same can be said about the love of Kami-Sama.
Soon after, grandpa hurt his back while working in his

garden. He had pain and received some medicine from the
doctor. He did a little more driving around to buy groceries
and get errands completed. As soon as that was done, he
had a stroke in the middle of the night as he went to the
restroom. He was found felled to the floor. Grandma called
the ambulance and he was taken to the hospital. Even as he
lay in the hospital, he was responding with firm hand grips to
his family who came to visit. His passing came just two
weeks following the completion of all
necessary paperwork for my parents. His
death came quickly and peacefully. Like the
Founder, Konko Daijin said, “When you get
old, you will have no requests. Request for a
peaceful and sudden death.” (GI Ichimura Mitsugoro 1-19).
The evidence of his determination to
live a full life was apparent in the garden of
organic fruits and vegetables that were still
thriving. He had a kabocha pumpkin patch,
bell peppers, eggplants, cucumbers, tomatoes, string beans,
onions, dry land taro, and potatoes. We prepared the
vegetables into delicious dishes while we were at grandma’s
house. I was able to taste what “real comfort food” was.
The road path to grandma’s house is lined with beautiful,
huge cedar trees. They were getting too close to the road, so
grandpa’s wish was to cut them down. Grandpa, being so
prepared, had already planted a new row of cedar trees about
3 meters in the back of the current ones. The trees act as a
typhoon shield, which has protected the house for many
years.
Grandpa was extremely prepared before he passed away.
He had already made his grave a few years ago, so his
children wouldn’t have to worry about where to place his
remains, or have financial concerns. He had a clear vision.
I do not know my grandpa too well and never really got
to spend much time with him as he lives in Japan. But I
know for sure that his faith in Konkokyo was extraordinary.
He left us with a priceless family heirloom—his faith. And I
really want to thank him for that. When it comes to
practicing faith, he has a straightforward heart.
Although grandpa is physically gone, he left his spirit
with us in the form of DNA. We hold some of his
characteristics. The same is true for all of us. We all have
ancestors. What’s going to be important from now on is
how we will go about in revering our ancestors. Some
people cut the roots of their ancestry and forget that they
have ancestors. Our ancestors are the roots of our existence.
By acknowledging them, it would be like placing fertilizer and
water to the roots. Those above will thrive.
In linking grandpa’s story…September is the month for
the Autumn Memorial Service. It will be held at our church
on Sunday, September 23 at 10:00 am. Naorai fellowship
lunch will follow the service. Please come to attend as a
family to recognize the Mitama Spirits that make the roots of
your existence.
Then on Sat. October 13th from 6:30 p.m. we will be
holding our Autumn Grand Ceremony at Wahiawa Church.
Please mark your calendars early and make every possible
effort to attend this very important ceremony in appreciation
of our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama. Wishing you a
wonderful month in September.
Aloha, Edna Yano

