Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: www.konkowahiawa.org

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
*All services will be conducted in-person and via Facebook Live

November 2021
1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
-All Saint’s Vigil at Central Union Church to grieve loved ones
who died of COVID-19 (8am-6pm) *Revs. Koichi Konko and Edna Matsuoka will attend
7 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing
10 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group (5 pm) on ZOOM
11 Thr -Veteran’s Day Holiday *Yano sensei returns from Japan
12 Fri -KMH CEOC Meeting on ZOOM (5 pm)
13 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)
14 Sun -Monthly Service for Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin
(9 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Okage sharing
15 Mon -KMH Yatsunami ZOOM-Gathering (5-6:30 pm)
19 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
20 Sat -KMH Board of Trustees Mtg at HNL/ZOOM
21 Sun -Monthly Memorial Svc 月例霊祭 (9 am) *Okage sharing
25 Thr -Happy Thanksgiving! Holiday!
27 Sat -Kaka’ako Ehimemaru Memorial clean-up (9 am)
28 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing
-Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 24th Mem. Svc @HNL (9 am)
30 Tue -Church clean-up (9 am)
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through understanding
the Founder’s teachings and will strive to
become a more useful person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its basic
principles are courtesy, kindness, and devotion
in everything I do.
Autumn Grand Ceremony safely held on Oct. 13, 2021

December 2021
1 Tue -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(9 am) 天地金乃神様 月例祭 *Share Okage till 11 am

Konko teaching: “I told Konko-Sama, ‘This Way of Faith is really
nice.’ He replied, ‘This Way of Faith is like an outhouse in the
mountains. When people have to release their bowels, they run to the
outhouse. After relieving themselves, their happiness is beyond words.
Here also, the sick come and receive divine blessings, and become
happy.” (Gorikai II Unknown 4)

Editor’s Thoughts: I didn’t realize that there was a teaching like this in
the Kyoten Gorikai. I have been telling people that every Konko
Church has a special place called the Toritsugi Mediation seat. It is also
known as the Kekkai. It’s a border between the spiritual world and the
secular world. The Kekkai is very much like a spiritual toilet. People
come with all kinds of spiritual wastes and they give it to the sensei that
is sitting there. The mediator then takes everything you bring and
presents it to the Spirit of Konko Daijin who then has Kami-Sama, the
Life Force process it. It is said that any situation you bring to Toritsugi
will be processed and your problems will go in the right direction—in
the direction that Kami-Sama intends it to go. It’s best not to keep deep
dark secrets to yourself. Spill it out and feel relieved.

Offering of Tamagushi by Rev. Koichi Konko, Rev. Tetsuro Yasutake & Rev. Akinobu Yasutake

Mini sermons by Revs. Yasuhiro Yano, David yano and Edna Matsuoka

KMH Yatsunami Gathering on ZOOM

Date: Monday, November 15, 2021
Time: 5:00 am to 6:30 pm (Hawaii time)
ZOOM ID: 872 8433 4754 Passcode: 620614
The ZOOM room will be open from 4:30 pm
There will be a message from the 6th Konko Sama: Rev.
Hiromichi Konko and some presentations of wonderful
talent by our willing volunteers. Let’s celebrate the
Birthday of Konkokyo! November 15, 1859.

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2021
12/11 Sat -KMH Head Minister’s Mtg (10:30 am) @HNL Church
12/19 Sun -49th Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi (10 am)
12/26 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am)
12/30 Thr -30th Annual Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church (8 am)

We were able to resume in-person Pumpkin Carving!
Total of 15 people were able to attend our Halloween jack-olantern carving event on October 30th. We have been doing
pumpkin carvings since 1990! It’s our 30+ year tradition.

Happy Birthday!
To all the people born in the month of
November! Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama
Doreen Hirota
Sharon Toma
Merle Abe

Philip Oliveros
Jensen Toma
Lyann Makishima

Garage Sale Happenings 10/16/21

Editor’s Note

Dear Reader,
Happy Autumn! In great blessedness, our Autumn Godaisai
(Grand Ceremony) was conducted smoothly. We held our service
as an in-person and online attendance. We have now become
accustomed to the take-home bentos instead of having our
fellowship dinners following the service. 18 people were able to
attend the Godaisai at our church this year.
Today I want to talk about our physical health. The reason I
want to talk about it is because when our bodies stop working like it
used to, we think that Kami-Sama doesn't care anymore. Or that our
prayers didn't get answered. People have a natural tendency to doubt
Kami-Sama when the body stops working like it used to. Many
patients in the hospital desperately turn their hearts to some unseen
force, like God or Buddha. I see people with their Bibles or sacred
books on their lap, rosary around their necks, and intently listening
to online sermons on YouTube. One day a while ago, there was
actually someone who had a Goshinmai taped to the care board!
Goshinmai is the sacred rice packet we give to the church
members upon request. I looked at it. It had a Konko crest. And it
was no doubt Konko. I asked the patient if she was a member of
a Konko church and she said no, but one of her friends or
family members were a church member at one of
the mainland branches. So they sent her the
Goshinmai as a gesture of prayer and care for
her hospitalization.
Humans have a tendency to want to
connect with something spiritual when they
become desperate or when they are out of options.
Even when you go to rural places in Japan, you will
see many roadside jizo statues or mini shrines.
Many of them popped up when there was an
epidemic, like smallpox and cholera. That’s all that the
people could cling on to for hope back in the days. There
was no cure or medicine, so they single heartedly relied on these
shrines to pray for their desperate situations.
Going back to the question, does Kami Sama care
for our physical health? I say most definitely! I learned that KamiSama cares for our physical health when I took human anatomy and
physiology in college. Does homeostasis ring a bell? In biology,
homeostasis is the state of steady internal, physical, and chemical
conditions maintained by living systems. This is the condition of
optimal functioning for the organism and includes many variables,
such as body temperature and fluid balance, being kept within
certain pre-set limits. When we get hot, we begin to sweat, and that
makes us cool again. When we get cold, we start shivering. The body
tightens and loosens its muscles rapidly to warm up. When our body
starts to get dehydrated, we naturally become thirsty.
Did you know that there is actually no need to drink 8 glasses
of water a day? There are commercials telling us we need to drink
more before we even get thirsty. You are not really doing your body
a favor. Drinking too much water can cause hyponatremia, low
sodium levels, which can be deadly. When your body needs it, it will
want it. The body will tell you when it's running out of gasoline;
you get hungry. If you try to hold something very heavy, you cannot
hold onto it for too long. Sooner or later, you will drop it. And your
body does this to prevent nerve and muscle damage.
When you are in the fight or flight mode, a lot of the blood in
your body rushes to your vital organs to protect itself. Your hands
get cold because your accessory blood vessels constrict. When you
are running from a dangerous situation, eating, peeing or popping is
the last thing your body has in mind, so more energy and blood will
rush towards your core. Our bodies are so amazing! It tries to

protect you as much as it can.
This is the workings of Kami-Sama. Your immune system is also
amazing! If you think about it, who designed the immune system?
Trillions of these microscopic cells are able to defend our gigantic
bodies. Kami even takes away our poisons through our poop pee and
fart every single day. We breathe in oxygen rich air to keep every single
cell in our bodies functioning. And breath out carbon dioxide. Just
recently I had a chance to tell a patient the importance of our normal
bodily functions. That we have to have our daily intake of solid,
liquids and gas, and output of solid, liquid and gas as well. If this
function stops, we simply cannot live.
I want to share a teaching from Konko Daijin in regards to how
Kami protects us. “The easiest way to realize how Tenchi Kane No
Kami protects is by putting your hand on your belly during the hottest
of summer. You'll find your belly to be cool. Through Kami's
protection, you are able to work in the heat. And during the coldest
of winter, Kami gives your body warmth, enabling you to keep living.
In this way, Kami protects us day and night, throughout the seasons,
every moment that we breathe” (Gorikai 1 Yamamoto Sadajiro 3-1,2).
People turn to Kami-Sama when they get desperate
especially with their health, but Kami-Sama had always been
with us trying to maintain the balance, the homeostasis in our
bodies. When you get sick you may take Goshinmai
(Sacred rice packet you receive from Sensei). Partake the
Goshinmai sacred rice as a reminder of your blessings.
Not as an alternative to medicine. It's Ultimately the
sincerity in which you partake the Goshinmai that will
heal you. It's rude to say that Kami-Sama didn't save you
even if you prayed hard. Or that the Goshinmai they
took didn't work. Some even claim that their
Goshinmai didn’t prevent them from getting into an
accident. You can tell that by saying such things already
reflects the lack of faith and appreciation.
As for good luck charms and omamori (charms you get
at shrines in Japan). It’s not the object that gives blessings. It’s the
heart that believes in it that does. I’m going to say it again. It’s not
the object that gives blessings. It’s the heart that believes in it that
does. There is no gratitude in a complaining heart. We have no idea
how much we are being protected on a daily basis. There are more
blessings that cannot be seen, than those that can.
What do you say about all that had been good? People want
miracles to happen, but the miracles are already happening right here,
right now to all 7.8 billion humans that are alive now. And not only
humans, but plants, animals, bugs, microorganisms, and even aliens
that live on other planets. We have to become aware of that. We have
to have a broad mind about the micro universe within us and the
macro universe around us. Kami Sama cares for our physical health
as well as the health of the environment we live in.
If we don't take care of our bodies and don't care for our
environment, we will not be able to live. Everything is interconnected.
We live in an interdependent world. Kami cares for us a great deal
even for people who don't care or don't believe in Kami. The
blessings were always here. The life force will never die.
In response to this great unconditional love of the Life Force,
Tenchi Kane No Kami Sama, let's try our best to take care of
ourselves, others and the environment and become more and more
aware of our daily blessings, instead of just focusing on having
miracles happen. Because this very second is a miracle. Thank you
very much for reading.
Please join us for our Konko Missions in Hawaii Yatsunami
Gathering on ZOOM! More info on page 1. Let’s celebrate the
birthday of Konkokyo! November 15th at 5pm.
Have a wonderful month in November!
Aloha, Edna

