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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

November 2016 
1 Tue -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 
-Tsukemono pickle making and Mini-Bazaar set-up    
 (10:30 am) 

4 Fri -Tsukemono packing and Mini-Bazaar set-up (9 am) 
5 Sat -Mini Bazaar (10 am-2 pm) 
 *Inari-sushi making and final set-up (6 am) 
6 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share okage stories till 11 am 
 -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
11 Fri -Veteran’s Day Holiday *Veteran’s Day Parade at 10 am 
12 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 
13 Sun -Monthly Service for Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin 
  (9 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭 
 -Financial report for mini bazaar/share okage till 11 am 
14 Mon -HCRP “Appreciation Luncheon” at Palolo Kwannonji  

 Temple (11:30 am) 
18 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa Gen. Hospital 
   Long Term Care Facility (10-10:45 am) 
19 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 

-Chorus practice at Honolulu Church (2-4 pm) 
20 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service 月例霊祭  (9 am)  
  (Share okage till 11 am) 
24 Thr -Happy Thanksgiving! Holiday! 
26 Sat -KMH Board of Trustees Mtg at HNL (10:30 am-3 pm) 
 -Kaka’ako Ehimemaru Memorial clean-up (9 am) 
27 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share okage till 11 am 
 -Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 19th Mem. Svc @HNL 9:00 am 
30 Wed -Church clean-up (9 am) 
 

December 2016 
1 Thr -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   
understanding the Founder’s teachings   
and will strive to become a more useful  
person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  
and devotion in everything I do. 

“We see all people as one.  May all be happy, healthy, free, 
and safe at home—The Issue of Homelessness in Hawaii.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 23rd Annual Hawaii Conference of  Religions for Peace- Peace Prayer was held on 
Sunday, October 23 at the Gedatsu Church of  Hawaii.  Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji 
Takahashi represented Konkokyo during the peace prayer.  The guest speaker was 
Mrs. Aulani Tavares who inspired us with her life story of  becoming homeless, and 
being able to get back up again through the help and kindness of  people. Many people 
gathered for this event to pray for world peace.  

Konko Daijin says…While practicing faith, don’t doubt whether 
there are any blessings or not.  For example, if  you fertilize your barley, 
come January you may not notice any difference with the crops that 
weren’t fertilized.  But in spring, the crops you had fertilized will turn 
out well.  It is the same for when you practice faith.  Do it with an 
upright heart, without neglect.  (GII Komoto Torataro 3) 
Editor’s Thoughts: Practicing faith is really like chewing on a dried 
bonito.  At first you may not taste anything, but the more you chew it, 
the delicious umami comes out and you will be able to enjoy its savory 
goodness.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: Saturday, November 5, 2016 
Time: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Memo: We will be selling white elephant goods, 
clothes, plants, inari-sushi, seki-han, chirashi-sushi, 
nishime, oden, tsukemono and ohagi, etc.  
   



Halloween Pumpkin Carving 2016 

On Saturday, October 22, 2016, the Japanese Cultural Center of  Hawaii just 
opened the Honouliuli National Monument Education Center at JCCH 

(next to the gift shop).  Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi and Rev. Edna Matsuoka 
performed a blessing ceremony.  Below, you see Todd Sensei’s father 

pointing to his family picture, with the Rev. Haruko Takahashi in the center.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in the 

 month of  November! 
Please continue to receive 

Infinite divine blessings from 
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 

 

Doreen Hirota Philip Oliveros 
Sharon Toma        Jensen Toma 

Merle Abe          Lyann Makishima 
 

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2016 
12/16 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m. 
12/17 Sat -Mochitsuki Demo at JCCH *By registration only 
12/18 Sun -44th Year Memorial Service for the late Rev. Haruko 
  Takahashi, 10:00 a.m. 
12/25 Sun -End of  the Year Service, 9:00 a.m. 
12/30 Fri  -25th Annual Mochi Pounding 



Editor’s Trip to Japan!  Appreciation Pilgrimage/Honeymoon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, I hope this newsletter finds you in great 

health and overall wellbeing.  I made a promise to Kami-
Sama in the past.  I said, if  I ever get married, I will take my 
husband to the Konkokyo Headquarters and 
Amagi Church to introduce him and give 
thanks.  Amazingly, this dream of  mine came 
true, and so just last month, from October 8-
18, my husband, Clayton and I went to Japan 
for an “Appreciation/Honeymoon” trip.  
Fortunately we had a Japan Rail—Rail Pass!  
We thoroughly used it.  We landed in Kansai, 
Osaka.  The next day we went to Okayama to 
attend the Autumn Grand Ceremony at the 
Konkokyo Headquarters (Honbu) in Konko 
Town.  This was Clayton’s very first visit to 
Honbu.  The Main Ceremonial Hall was full 
to the max.  We had to stand throughout the 
service.  There were more than 15,000 people 
present.  I was thankfully able to meet all the 
people I wanted to without arranging any meet up times 
and locations.  We’d just randomly bump into each other, 
and we would be like, “WOW!!  I’m so glad I got to see 
you!”  

Many interesting things would happen throughout the 
trip.  For example, on the day of  the Grand Ceremony at 
Honbu, Clayton’s stomach was not 
feeling well.  After the service, my 
plan was to walk up to the Gakuin 
Seminary to give him a little tour of  
the place, but that plan was scratched 
out.  We just sat in the empty 
ceremonial hall after the service was 
over and talked story with one of  my 
friends.  About 20 minutes later, 
Clayton’s stomach felt better again.   

Remembering that I had forgotten to pray in the Main 
Worship Hall, we went in that direction, and gave a brief  
prayer in the Hiromae.  As soon as we were done, and 
finished putting on our shoes, my uncle Kiyoshi and Aunty 
Takako called my name!  Impossible!!  I didn’t even know 
they were there that day.  And I also wanted to thank them 
in person for giving us a generous 
wedding gift.  Clayton later said to me 
that it was interesting how we would not 
have been able to meet uncle and aunty 
if  his stomach didn’t hurt.  It was a 
blessing in disguise.  Clayton’s stomach 
was fine the rest of  the way through.   

That evening my other uncle, Rev. 
Seijiro Inagaki from the Iwatani 
Church came to pick us up.  We visited 
the Konko Church of  Fuchū, before 
arriving at Iwatani Church.  And we had dinner at Iwatani 
Church.   

The very next day, Clayton and I went to Ōkunoshima 
Island: AKA: Rabbit Island!  It was the place I had been 
dreaming of  going!  And this blessing was realized.  As 
soon as we arrived on the island, we already saw many 

bunnies waiting for us to feed them.  Hundreds 
of  them!  Ōkunoshima is an island that was 
used to make poison gas during WW2.  There 
were some ruins of  the old poison gas 
factory—which brought on sort of  an eerie 
feeling behind the cute bunnies.  See picture.  It 
was interesting that almost none of  my Japan 
friends knew about this Rabbit Island.  I guess 
it’s popular amongst tourists.  This island was 
actually removed from the Japan war maps to 
keep the factory a secret.  The ancestors of  the 
rabbits were the subject of  poison gas 
experimentation.  The rabbits were released 
into the wild after the war, and now they 
proliferate on the island.  There are 700+ 
rabbits hopping around freely—waiting for the 

human species to bring them food. 
On our way back from Rabbit Island, we were waiting 

for the Shinkansen Bullet train.  Several months before our 
trip, we were researching that there is a special Neon 
Genesis Evangelion anime type Shinkansen.  But it only 
comes to the train station twice a day (From Hakata to 

Shin-Osaka and from Shin-Osaka to 
Hakata).  And there is only one of  these 
ultra cool (Limited Edition) Shinkansen 
in Japan.  However, looking at our travel 
itinerary, there was no way that we could 
ride the special Shinkansen.  The times 
would not match up and of  course 
waiting for it would be a waste of  time.  
Before we went up the escalator of  the 
Mihara Station, there was a nice display 

TV.  It showed the beautiful Evangelion Shinkansen—
which reminded us that we were never going to be able to 
ride the Lamborghini of  Shinkansen.  Then we went up to 
the Shinkansen platform and ate our musubi and snacks we 
bought from 7-11.  We enjoyed the several Shinkansen that 
zoomed by at a crazy fast speed.  Our train was to arrive 

and depart at 1:38 pm.  It was the 
Kodama 741.  We heard the overhead 
announcement of  the arrival of  our ride.  
And then, from the right, an ultra cool 
purple Shinkansen slows down and 
comes to a complete stop.  Oh my 
GOD!!!!  I immediately got my right 
hand and shook my husband’s arm.  IT’S 
THE EVANGELION SHINKANSEN!!  
Gaaaaaaah!!!!  We both could not believe 
our eyes.  Was this real??  Was this the 

one we were going to ride back to Hiroshima!?  I checked 
the timetable once again, and it was indeed the Shinkansen 



we were going to ride back.  Realizing it will leave in a 
couple of  minutes, we both got our camera and snapped 
several great shots of  each other standing next to the 
Evangelion Shinkansen.  We thoroughly enjoyed the ride.  It 
was again, IMPOSSIBLE, yet possible.  I am sure that 
Kami-Sama, Konko Daijin and the spirits of  our ancestors 
wanted to make us ultra happy.           

In the afternoon, we went to the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and 
offered a prayer at the Cenotaph for the 
victims of  the atomic bomb.  It’s hard to 
believe that an atomic bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima because of  how peaceful and 
beautiful that city is right now.  But the 
many artifacts, fused ceramic cups and 
bowls and the information in the museum 
tell the story—that it was all true—the use 
of  atomic power on human subjects.  
Visiting the Peace Park served as a reminder 
that such things happened and that it should never be 
repeated again.   

In the evening, we visited the Konko Church of  Kegoya 
in Hiroshima.  The Revs. Takahiro and Taemi Uematsu 
are great friends of  mine.  They have two children and are 
expecting their third child.  They offered prayers of  thanks 
to Kami that we were able to receive the blessing of  being 
there.  We enjoyed their warm welcome.  

The following day, we went to the 
Konko Church of  Amagi, in Fukuoka.  
I met some of  the trainees there and 
Oyasensei, the head minister of  the 
Amagi Church.  We also greeted 
Ooku-sama, who is the wife of  the 
Late Rev. Fumio Yasutake.  She 
welcomed Clayton and me with a 
beaming smile and a big hug!  It was 
sooo good to see her and everyone else.  Amagi Church is 
the place I went for spiritual training for a year, after 
graduating high school.  Going there brought back many 
fond memories.   

After our Amagi Church visit, we went back to Hakata 
Station to venture out to my Gramma Minako’s house in 
Ōita.  It took 4 hours to get there.  Gramma Minako is my 
mom’s mom.  She is 87 years 
young and lives alone.  She was 
soo happy to see us!  She knew 
right away that my husband, 
Clayton was a great person, even 
if  she just met him for the first 
time.  My uncle Masami and my 
cousin Masakazu were also there 
to welcome us.  I offered flowers 
and a prayer to my Grandpa Masataka’s grave.  It was 
great to see my relatives.  I gave her our wedding album 
because she cannot use the computer to see my pictures.  

She was really happy and put it on the house altar, so 
Grandpa’s spirit can see it.  I wish we could have stayed a 
little longer, but we had to go to Shikoku the very next 
morning.  

The next morning, my uncle drove us to the Beppu 
Port and we rode the ferry for 3 hours to get to the island 

of  Shikoku.  My uncle Masateru and aunty 
Hifumi came to pick us up.  I hadn’t gone to 
Shikoku to see my relatives in over a decade, 
so it was really nice to see everybody.  I went 
to see my Gramma Nobuko who is currently 
92 years old.  She did not recognize me at first, 
but when I told her I’m her grand daughter 
from Hawaii, she remembered again.  Clayton 
and I stayed in Shikoku for one a day, but we 
got to do so many things.  We visited 
Kawanoishi Church—which the Yano family 
first received blessings from.  We also went to 
Grandpa Ichiro’s grave, picked fresh oranges 

on uncle’s orange grove, took a tour around the newly 
renovated Hizuchi Elementary School, ate dinner at aunty 
Mitsuyo’s house and went bowling afterwards with my 
cousins.  It was very fun!  The Hizuchi Elementary tour was 
especially interesting for Clayton because he is an 
elementary school teacher himself.  We were able to see 
what was different from the schools in Hawaii, and Japan.  
Just a one day stay in Shikoku, and we were headed off  to 

our next destination, Kyoto! 
Kyoto was a place that Clayton 

really wanted to visit, to experience 
the more cultural side of  Japan.  
On day one of  Kyoto, we visited 
the Kiyomizudera (Pure Water) 
Temple—known for the sacred 
waters that visitors are allowed to 
drink.  The water flows from the 

Otowa waterfall which is believed to possess wish-granting 
powers for academic achievement, success in love, and 
longevity, respectively.  It is said that we should only drink 
from one of  the three, to have our wishes granted.  There 
were so many tourists from all over the world.  It was a very 
beautiful temple.  Kiyomizu Temple is also well known to 
pray for “En-musubi (successful match-making).”  Clayton 

and I prayed for a few of  our single 
friends, so they will be blessed with a 
great match.   

The next day, we did a lot of  
walking.  Clayton and I were amazed 
that our legs weren’t hurting as much as 
we thought they would.  First we went 
to the Fushimi Inari Jinja where they 
are known for their many miles of  

continuous vermillion Shinto torii gates.  Then we went to 
the Kinkakuji (Golden Pavillion).  The Kinkakuji was very 
beautiful from every angle.  This is the third time I went to 



visit that place.  The weather was magnificent throughout 
the trip.  Our third stop for the day was the Nijo Castle.  It 
was the residence of  the Shogun Lords.  This 
castle is famous for its nightingale hallway 
flooring.  It really sounds like little birds 
chirping as we walked the hallways.  This was 
an ingenious security feature back in the days, 
to inform watchmen of  any intruders.  On 
this day, we walked 14.22 miles!  Our legs 
were beat, and we called our day off  after 
eating a hearty and delicious kabayaki (broiled 
eel) dinner special at Kyoto Station.   

Sunday, October 16th, we went to the 
famous Himeji Castle in Hyogo Prefecture. It 
is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
It was a very beautiful castle.  We got the 
chance to climb to the very top (6th story) of  
the castle.  The way that the castle was built 
was awe inspiring.  I bet intruders couldn’t 
stand a chance getting even near the first gate.  
The walkway leading to the main castle had 
many turns.  The ceiling was also very low in 
some areas, so if  people ran, they will 
definitely hit their heads.  The stairwells were 
also very steep.  That castle was designed so 
perfectly.  That was the first time both of  us 
visited Himeji Castle.  It really woke up our 
Japanese DNA in our blood.  It made me feel 
very happy and proud of  our heritage.   

After our visit to Himeji, we went to 
Kawanishi Church, which is my 
great friend, Mikako’s Church.  
Mikako came all the way from 
Japan to attend our wedding in 
July.  So I wanted to say hello to 
her and her family.  We ate many 
Takoyaki that Mikako’s brother, 
Rev. Kōji made for us.  It was 
very delicious.  We were able to 
talk story with them and stay 
over the church for a night.  I was 
so happy to see them.  They even 
had a cute toy poodle named, 
Hana, who befriended us.   

The last two days were our last 
days in Japan.  We spent them in 
Osaka!  We went to Tsūtenkaku 
Tower, Dōtombori, and another 
friend’s church in Shin-Osaka—
the Konko Church of  Kamitsu.  
While in Tsūtenkaku, we went to eat their popular and very 
delicious Kushi-katsu (deep fried, breaded food).  It was 
super ono!  Tsūtenkaku was said to be a pretty shady part 
of  Osaka.  The red-light district AKA: Zombie-land was 
nearby.  It felt kinda shady around that area, but I felt safe 

because I had my personal black-belt body guard with me at 
all times.  There were so many places to eat.  We wanted to 

try out everything—and we would have if  our 
stomachs could hold more food hehehe.   

In the evening, we went to Kamitsu Church.  
My Gakuin Seminary classmate, Rev. Kiyotaka 
Suzuki is the head minister there.  Eight of  my 
fellow Gakuin classmates gathered to welcome 
Clayton and me.  It was very fun!  A little bit of  
alcohol in them will make them turn into party 
animals!  We caught up on any news and 
updates from each other. Gakuin classmates are 
very special.  We are like one big family that has 
eternal ties.  I am really grateful for the friends I 
have.   

The last day of  the trip, we went to the 
Osaka Aquarium—Kaiyūkan.  Clayton really 
wanted to see the whale shark!  That aquarium 
was gigantic!  We saw a cute pile of  sea otters, 
emperor penguins, various jelly fish, dolphins, 
and so many other sea creatures.  And we 
definitely got a good viewing of  the whale shark!  
It seemed as if  it came towards us many times so 
we could have a good look at them.  We really 
enjoyed the aquarium! 

This trip has been the greatest one yet.  I say 
this because every trip I had gone to went well, 
and it felt like Kami-Sama and our ancestral 
spirits accompanied us throughout.  Amazing 
things would happen every time.  We went to 

Osaka, Okayama, Hiroshima, 
Fukuoka, Oita, Ehime, Kyoto, 
Hyogo and back to Osaka 
prefecture—all in 10 days!  When I 
put Kami-Sama at the center of  my 
life, everything else goes smoothly.  
It feels like I am riding on a large 
ship of  blessings, which takes me 
to the right destination.  I thank 
Kami-Sama and Konko Sama for 

all these blessings. 
I thank Clayton’s father, who 

gifted us our honeymoon.  I thank 
the many people who pray for our 
continued happiness.  And I thank 
Clayton who made this the best trip 
to Japan!            

It’s hard to believe that it’s 
November already.  This month we 
will be having our Mini Bazaar on 

Saturday, November 5th from 10 am to 2 pm.  At this 
fundraiser, we will be selling white elephant goods, clothes, 
bedding, plants, antiques, books, tsukemono, nishime, 
sekihan, chirashi-sushi, ohagi and some delicious curry.  
Come on down!  Have a fun November! Aloha, Edna  


