
Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 
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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

November 2014 

1 Sat -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 

2 Sun  -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage Stories (till 11 am) 

 -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 

3 Mon -Post HCRP Peace Prayer Lunch at Gedatsu (11:30 am) 

4 Tue -Election Day!  Also preparation for Mini Bazaar (1 pm) 

6 Thr -Making tsukemono for mini Bazaar (9 am) 

7 Fri -Preparation for Mini Bazaar (9 am) 

8 Sat -Wahiawa Church Mini Bazaar (10 am-1 pm) 

 *Preparation for making Inari-zushi (6 am) 

9 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Mini Bazaar evaluation and 

  Share Okage Stories (till 11 am) 

 -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 

11 Tue -Happy Veteran’s Day! 

14 Fri -KMH Young Ault Seminar (till Sun 11/16) in Kona 

 -Monthly Volunteer Activity at WHGLTCF (10-10:45 am) 

15 Sat -Church clean up (9 am) 

16 Sun -Monthly Service for Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin  

 (9 am) 生神金光大神様月例祭 *Okage stories till 11 am 

22 Sat -Church clean up (9 am) 

23 Sun -Monthly Memo. Svc. (9 am) 月例霊祭 Okage (Till 11 am) 

27 Thr -Holiday Happy Thanksgiving!  

28 Fri -Church clean up (9 am)  

-Chorus Practice at Honolulu Church (2-4 pm) 

29 Sat -Ehimemaru Memorial Clean up at Kaka‘ako (9 am) 

 -KMH BOD Meeting at HNL Church (10:30 am-3 pm) 

30 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) 

 -Honolulu Church 17th Memorial Service for the 

  Late Rev. Kikue Kodama (9 am) 
 

December 2014 

1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 

 
 

 

Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014 

Time: 10:00 am-1:00 pm 

Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa 

Memo: We will be selling  

garage sale items,  

clothes, knick knacks,  

plants, crafts, and some  

oden, curry, ohagi,  

inari-sushi, sekihan 

chirashi-sushi, nimono, 

tsukemono.  Come on down!   

 

Konko Daijin says… “Practice faith (shinjin).  Shin means your heart, and 

jin means Kami.  Practicing faith means you direct your heart toward Kami.  
Though you are surrounded by divine virtue, you won’t receive blessings 
unless you have faith.” (GI Ichimura Mitsugoro 1-10-1)  
 

Editor’s thoughts: My mother always says to me, “You have to stick out 
your antennae and tune into the Kami Station to receive blessings.  The 
blessings are everywhere and in abundance.  But even if  there are 
inexhaustible amounts of  blessings, if  we are not receptive to these blessings, 
it will be of  no use.”  We can stick out our Kami antennae just by thinking 
about Kami and praying to Kami in all situations.  Always having the heart of  
Kami will enable us to be in constant connection with the divine energy that 
surrounds us all the time.  Give it a try.  You’ll soon find out how easy it 
actually is.    

Thankful for all the people in life 
Having time for each other  
Appreciating the blessings of  Kami 
Never ending memories 
Kids and adults love it so 
Smiles from ear to ear 

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm
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Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in November 

Please continue to receive  

Infinite divine blessings from 

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 
 

Doreen Hirota Philip Oliveros 

Sharon Toma Jensen Toma 

Merle Abe Lyann Makishima 

 

 

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2014 
12/20 Sat -JCCH Mochitsuki Demonstration  
12/21 Sun -Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 42nd Memorial Svc. (10 am) 
12/28 Sun -End of  the Year Service (9 am) 
12/30 Tue  -Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding (8 am) 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Yasuhiro Yano delivers the sermon for the 
Grand Ceremony.  Miss Keala Takahashi offers the 
Kibimai sacred dance.  Many people from near and 
far attended the service. 

Welcome to the world Baby Boy! 
Jaren Mekealoha Mai Kēia Manawa ā mauloa aku Rego 
Was born safely on September 30, 2014.  He is the third  
son of  Jamie and Maelani Rego.  Congratulations!  We  

continue to pray for the health and happiness of  your family.  

Welcome to the world Baby Girl! 
Marina Marie Crosby 

Was born safely on October 2, 2014.  She was born safely to 
Delilah Perreira and Chris Ccthadon Crosby.  Congratulations!  We 

continue to pray for the health and happiness of  your family. 

 

October 13, 2014 



Editor’s Notes 
 

Dear Reader, 

We are less than two 

months away from the new 

year!  Halloween passed safely, 

and next up is Thanksgiving 

and Christmas.  What are you 

thankful for?  It’s something we 

tend not to think about very 

often, but it’s something that we 

all can do more of.   

A few days ago, I was 

talking to Mrs. Tomoko Kamiya, 

the wife of the reverend of the 

Gedatsu Church of Hawaii, as 

we were having the Post-HCRP 

Peace Prayer luncheon.  We have many common 

characteristics with Konkokyo and Gedatsu.  We talked 

about all kinds of things.   

One interesting topic we talked 

about was how it was impossible to 

sleep on an airplane.  You know, the 

noise of the engine, the lights, the 

snoring neighbor, the little kids 

kicking the back of your seat, and 

the simple fact that we are sitting 

upright on those tight economic 

seats…yep, it’s impossible to sleep 

on an airplane, at least for the both 

of us.  Tomoko-san mentioned that 

she told about her restless plane 

rides to her mentor sensei.  And the mentor sensei gave her 

a suggestion.  He suggested that the next time she flies on 

an airplane, she should pray to the airplane and also to the 

ancestors of the entire flight crew.  The reason for the trip, 

the destination to be traveled to, and 

a humble request to be taken care of 

by the airplane and the crew should 

be included in the content of the 

prayer.  How often do we pray to 

inanimate and invisible objects?  

Hardly ever, right?  People might 

even think you’re crazy.  But 

believing that there is spirit in every 

object and living thing is the state of 

being mindful.  

Tomoko-san usually cannot 

sleep on airplanes, but the next time, 

she tried this prayer that her mentor sensei suggested to her.  

Amazingly, she was able to get some sleep on the airplane 

for the first time, amidst the loudly snoring individual that 

was sitting nearby.   

I was amazed when I heard this story.  We usually 

pray for ourselves more than other people.  But if we 

switch it and pray for others 

more than we pray for 

ourselves, our wishes will 

already be heard and granted.  

Kami-Sama knows what we 

want already, just like a parent 

that can read their kid’s minds.   

While I do say my own 

little airplane prayer when 

flying out, I just pray for a safe 

flight.  The next time I fly on 

an airplane, I will definitely 

pray to the airplane and the 

ancestors of the flight crew.  I 

have a feeling that the flight will be feeling far more 

comfortable.     

Speaking of flights on an airplane, my mom just 

flew to Japan to attend the Founder, Konko Daijin’s 200th 

Anniversary Seminar at the 

Headquarters in Konko Town, and 

the 110th Anniversary of Amagi 

Church.  Several other members 

from the Konko Missions in Hawaii 

also went.  She came home and 

brought back many interesting 

omiyage stories to share.  One of 

which I would like to also share 

here.   

The story is called “Goma 

Shinjin” (Sesame Seed Faith).  It’s a 

true story that was told by the Reverend Kiyoji Konko 

during the seminar.  The original story is told by the 

Reverend Gyōtoku of the Konko Church of Kagoshima.   

One day there was a teenage girl who went to the 

church to help out with the Grand 

Ceremony.  Her task was to 

prepare the bento boxes for the 

people who came to the service.  

Packing the bento was an 

assembly line operation for the 

helpers.  One person packed the 

rice, another packed the okazu, 

another packed the pickled 

vegetables, and the girl had the 

role of sprinkling the Goma 

(roasted sesame seeds) onto the 

fluffy cooked rice.    

While she was sprinkling the goma, she noticed one 

of the older ladies repeatedly reciting, “Ikigami Konko 

Daijin-Sama, Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama” while 

In front of  the Main Worship Hall at the Konko Headquarters with Hawaii group 

At the Konkokyo Gakuin Seminary 

At Amagi Church Okutsuki Columbarium  



packing the bento.  Seeing this, the teen wondered if she 

needs to be praying, too, as she sprinkled the goma.  She 

kept pondering what she needs to be praying for.  Watching 

the elderly woman passionately recite 

the divine name, Ikigami Konko 

Daijin-Sama, she realized that the lady 

was praying that whoever eats the 

bento will be blessed with the 

blessings from Ikigami Konko Daijin-

Sama.  From there, the teen decided to 

add a prayer to each bento when 

sprinkling the goma.  She said in her 

prayer, “I pray that whoever eats this 

bento will receive blessings and be full 

of happiness.”   

The very next day, while the teen was at school, she was 

reciting her grace before eating the homemade bento made 

by her mom.  Then she realized something.  She realized 

that her mom had been praying for her wellbeing and 

academic success with every bento that she had ever made 

for her.  Feeling extremely grateful 

for this, from that day on, the teen 

came home with her empty bento 

box and said, “Thank you for 

preparing my bento, mom.  It was 

delicious.”  Before all this, having 

mom make her bento every day 

was a mundane routine that had 

been taken for granted.  But now, 

there was a realization of feeling 

gratitude for this.  It was a level up 

in her practice of faith.   

The girl’s mother was surprised at her daughter’s faith 

and she became even more thankful and motivated to make 

her daughter’s bento every day.  The mother mentioned that 

she is amazed that her own daughter is giving thanks to her 

for making the bento, but she has never said any words of 

praise or encouragement to her own husband.  She was 

quite hesitant at first to change, 

because they have been married for 

more than twenty years already.  She 

thought it would be very strange to be 

thankful beginning this instant.  But 

she tried it anyways.  Every Saturday 

she began to say to her husband, 

“Thank you so much for your hard 

work this whole week.  Gokurousama 

desu.”  Her husband was quite happy 

with this change in her wife’s attitude 

toward him.   

Usually when his wife gets up early to attend the early 

morning service at the church, the husband is still sleeping 

until she comes home and finishes cooking 

breakfast…However, the change in the wife has caused 

a positive ripple effect on their relationship.  Now, the 

husband wakes up before her and he takes out her 

bicycle from the garage and has it 

ready for her to ride out to church 

every morning.  And when she 

departs for church, the husband 

prays for her safe trip to and from 

church every morning and sees her 

off.    

As the girl grew older, she 

became a piano teacher and had 

students of her own.  The parents 

of the students began to notice 

positive changes in their children.  They noticed that 

their children are being grateful for the piano that they 

used, and even the chair they sat on.  They are being 

mindful of their surroundings.  And it’s amazing that it 

all started when the teenage girl went to the church to 

help sprinkle goma seeds onto the bento.   

A ripple effect of thoughts 

for each other was created, 

causing a peaceful atmosphere 

for everyone connected to her.   

In conclusion, the Rev. 

Gyōtoku said that through this 

mindfulness, there is no 

guarantee that the children 

became good in their piano 

lessons, but more to it than that, 

the students are learning a 

priceless lesson—to be grateful 

for the little things in life and for the blessings of the 

Universe.  By doing this, it can build divine virtue and 

even the accumulated offenses of our ancestors can be 

cleared away.  Appreciation and praying for the 

happiness of others is a key element in maintaining 

peace.   

With that being said, 

Thanksgiving is coming up this 

month.  We can make it a new habit 

to be thankful for our loved ones—

both alive and physically deceased 

and for the blessings in life that 

enable us to live.  We can be 

thankful for our bodies that take 

care of us each day.  We can be 

thankful for the Sun, Moon, Earth, 

air, water, shelter, food, and every 

element from the bottom to the top of Maslow’s 

Hierarchy of Needs.  

Thank you for reading till the end.  Have a 

wonderful month in November!            Aloha, Edna   

At the Konko Church of  Amagi 

The Hawaii pilgrimage group at Kokura Church 

Amagi Church 110th Anniversary 


