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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

May 2020 

1 Fri -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭 *Facebook Live 

3 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live 

5 Tue -Happy Boy’s Day 

9 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 

10 Sun -Monthly Svc. for the Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama  

 (9 am)  生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Facebook Live 

-Happy Mother’s Day! 

-Hilo Church Spring Grand Ceremony  

17 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live 

23 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 

24 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (9 am) 月例霊祭 

 *Facebook Live 

25 Mon-Memorial Day 

30 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 

31 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live 
  

June 2020 

1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭 *Facebook Live 

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 

Konko Daijin’s teachings… “Nothing is more blessed than 
having an illness cured.  Up to now, people have practiced faith in 
Kami only during sickness, and not during wellness,” said Konko-
Sama.  “You must also pray while in good health.  Practicing faith 
is ever more important while not in pain.  Request wholeheartedly 
for divine arrangement that will have your family and farm 
animals safe and healthy.” (Gorikai I, Ichimura Mitsugoro 53) 
 

Editor’s thoughts:  With COVID-19 making its rounds 
throughout the world, there is no telling who will fall victim next.  
There are people who are more vulnerable than others, like the 
elderly population, people with pre-existing health conditions and 
people that have low immunity.  There are some people who were 
perfectly healthy and strong, but lost their battle with this virus, 
so people are quite terrified.  Life is precious. Life is 
unpredictable.  Although people may be afraid of  catching the 
virus and dying from it, it is important to realize that there are 
also a million other ways we can die.  The next hour, the next 
minute is unpredictable.  So, in this moment we are alive, let us 
give thanks first for all the blessings that enabled us to live this far 
and pray that we can continue to receive the grace and blessings 
of  Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama.      
 

Most strong-willed in the family 
One and only mother dear 
Thankful for her existence 
Honored to be her daughter 
Earth functions 
Reminds me what’s important in life 

Rodney Sensei is Yano Sensei 
and Reiko Sensei’s 2nd son.  
He has become an official 
Konko Churches in North 

America minister just recently.  
He has been in San Francisco 

since 2004.  He came to 
Hawaii with his wife to attend 
our church 80th Anniversary.  

However, due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, his stay in 

Hawaii got extended and he 
stayed in Hawaii for 44 days!  
In this time, he was able to 

fully enjoy his stay in Hawaii 
and we also got to fully enjoy 
his presence.  We were able to 
celebrate his birthday for the 

first time in 16 years with 
Rum Cake that Clayton made!      

Rodney Sensei’s family and friends 



Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in  

The month of May 

Please continue to receive  

Infinite divine blessings from 
 

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama & 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama     
 

  Rev. Sugako Yoshino   Sean Miyasaka 
  AdaRae Perreira         Rev. Reiko Yano  
  Linda Noguchi   Tevin Makishima 
  Nathan Noguchi         Randy Furusho 
  Channon Pangorang        Elmay Gombio 

 

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2020 
 

7/24 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
8/2 Sun -Rotary Hanashikai at Wahiawa Church 10 :30 am 
8/8 Sat   -KMH Board Meeting @Honolulu Church 10:30am  
8/21 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
8/23 Sun -Mem Svc for Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama at 9 am 
9/7 Mon -Missionary Women's Society Mtg. at Wahiawa Church  
9/13 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service at 10 am 
9/18 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
9/20 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service at 10 am 
9/26 Sat -HCRP Interfaith Kakaako Waterfront cleanup at 10 am 
10/4 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
10/11 Sun-Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
10/13 Tue-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service at 6:30 pm 
10/23 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
10/25 Sun-27th HCRP Peace Prayer (tentative) 4 pm 
11/1 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am  
11/8 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
11/13 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
11/21 Sat -KMH Board Meeting @Honolulu Church at 10:30 am 
11/29 Sun-Memorial Service for the Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 9 am 
12/7 Mon -KMH Head Ministers Meeting  
12/11 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
12/20 Sun-48th Mem Svc. for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 10 am 
12/27 Sun-End of Year Service at 9 am 
12/30 Wed-29th Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church at 8 am 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Spring Grand Ceremony was held on April 13, 2020 from 
6:30 pm.  The service was streamed on Facebook Live.  Revs. 
David and Rodney Yano were our speakers for the evening.   

From L-R: 
Rev. Edna 
Matsuoka, 

Rev. Rodney 
Yano, Rev. 

David Yano, 
Rev. 

Yasuhiro 
Yano 



Editor’s Note 
Dear readers, 

Hello everybody!  Amidst this COVID-19 pandemic stay at 
home order, I write this and it feels surreal that I am living in this era 
that this is happening.  Our Founder, Konko Daijin also faced a 
similar situation.  In February of the 6th year of the Meiji era, the Oda 
Prefectural government announced that “Shinto priests will not be 
allowed to continue their activities.”  Konko Daijin had to take down 
all his altar furnishings and stow them away.  He also was not allowed 
to see outsiders wanting to seek mediation from him.  There were 
even law enforcers standing at the gate of the Hiromae to send away 
anyone that came near.  This historical event in Konkokyo is called 
the “Shinzen Tekkyo” (Suspension of Toritsugi Mediation and 
religious activities).   

The government restriction on Shinto priests lasted about a 
month.  It was an unusual circumstance, but Konko Daijin followed 
orders.  Although he suspended his activities as Divine Mediator, he 
held fast to his faith and always trusted in Kami-Sama.  It was during 
this time that a very significant Konko Teaching was born.  Can you 
guess what it is?  It was the Tenchi Kakitsuke! (Picture to the 
right).  The Divine Reminder is one of the core teachings of 
Konkokyo, where divine blessings are realized within a pure 
and sincere heart by praying to Ikigami Konko Daijin and 
Tenchi Kane No Kami.  Had it not been for this government 
restriction to remain home and suspend all priestly activities, 
the Tenchi Kakitsuke may not have come to light.  
Coincidentally, the date that the Tenchi Kakitsuke was 
revealed to Konko Daijin by Kami-Sama on March 15, 1873.  
March 15 happened to be the day of our church 80th Anniversary!!  
Amazingly, soon after the celebration, the government had to put 
out a statewide mandate to stay home.  Only essential business are 
allowed to remain open.  Church is not considered an essential 
business, so we had to live stream all of our services.   

Live streaming to an online audience was definitely something 
new and daunting at first and I was forced out of my comfort box.  
Whatever we put out there will be seen to the public eye and 
whatever we say can never be taken back.  But on the other hand, I 
thought to myself, that there really is nothing to hide of the Konko 
faith.  It’s universal.  It makes a lot of sense, and the teachings can 
certainly be applied in our daily life.  I just hope that my way of 
conveying Konkokyo is acceptable and in line with Konko Sama.   

Actually, from a while back, I wanted to try live streaming our 
services, but the other side of me said, “Nah.”  I did not have any 
confidence in starting one.  But through the stay at home order, I 
was determined to start this.  And as novice as I am doing this, we 
are continuing with it.  

The COVID-19 pandemic isn’t all that bad in the perspectives 
of the Mother Earth.  Pollution has definitely decreased.  Skies are 
clearer, and the air is fresh and clean.  People don’t hang out at the 
beach, so the turtles come to lay their eggs and relax.  Wildlife 
couldn’t be happier with this situation.   

The only creature that seems to be hurting from this pandemic 
is humans.  As of March 2020, 37% of people in Hawaii were left 
without jobs.  That’s more than 1 in 3 people.  Tourism took the 
biggest hit.  Some people just bought new homes.  Some people are 
expecting a new addition to their family.  Some just bought a new 
car.  And this pandemic is hurting these people badly.  Some people 
have 2-3 jobs to take care of the bills and put food on the table.  
Many live paycheck to paycheck.  Suddenly losing the very thing that 
had been supporting the livelihood of people has been harder than 
anything that has ever been experienced by some people.   

From a Konko perspective, it might be different.  We would still 
continue to give thanks till this very day and look forward to the 

future in a positive light.  It may be difficult now, but to always lean 
on Kami-Sama for support and not losing the faith is an important 
part of the spiritual journey.  My father, Yano Sensei mentioned, 
“Although we may need to follow social distancing; this is truly an 
opportunity to get closer to Kami-Sama.”   

Giving thanks daily to our loved ones and blessings from 
Kami-Sama in our daily faith practice.  By doing so, we would still 
be able to be grateful for our loved ones and blessings when they 
are lost—versus if we do not give thanks at all, the feeling of loss 
would be much greater.  

I always think of extreme problems and stress as an 
opportunity for great spiritual growth—that’s if we keep the faith.  
Without faith, we are just lost people.  I’ll use diamonds as an 
example.  Diamonds are created in extreme heat, pressure and time.  
They are considered one of the hardest and rarest surface crystals.  
Its mystical beauty when properly cut and polished is mesmerizing 
to all.  Did you know that the formation of a single natural diamond 
takes approximately 1-3.3 billion years!?  I didn’t know either.  
Anyways, going back to problems.  We want to avoid them at all 

costs, but sometimes they are inevitable, like people losing 
their jobs from the pandemic.  Faith is a moral compass to 
direct our hearts to what is important in life.  Polishing our 
faith in times of peace will be beneficial when times get 
difficult.   

In trying times, if we hold fast to our faith and really 
make that effort to communicate and establish our own 
relationship with Kami-Sama, we can begin to understand 
that every situation can become a divine blessing.  Sometimes 

we may question the existence of Kami-Sama or God and just ask, 
“Why is this happening to me?!”  But take deep breaths, and believe 
that everything happens for a reason.  Everything is a lesson in life 
so we can evolve to become better versions of ourselves.   

Many famous people never became famous overnight.  They 
had their fair share of trials and tribulations.  They were knocked 
down many times, but stood back up again and moved forward.  
They experienced much stress, like a diamond in its making.  Each 
lesson in their life served as a diamond facet that got grinded in.  
And then the end product is a well-known and respected individual.   

It is up to each individual how happy he or she wants to be.  
The sky is the limit.  Don’t try to change people to become happy.  
It is we who must change first, then the people around us will also 
begin to change in response to our changes.   

For now, we have no idea how long this pandemic will last.  
But in the meantime, as we must stay home, we can make an effort 
to improve our relationship with the family.  We have to say thank 
you more often.  Who is the breadwinner in the family?  Do you 
say thank you to them?  Who cooks in the household?  Do you say 
thank you to them?  Who takes out the trash?  Do you say thank 
you to them?  We have to be genuinely kind.  Give your loved one 
a back rub or a nice massage on the shoulders and tell them thank 
you.  Make something nice for them.  Have a good conversation 
with them over a cup of tea and snacks without electronic 
distractions. These moments we have with our loved ones are really 
the memories that leave the greatest feelings of happiness.  Because 
when people die, that’s all we remember—the memories we had of 
them.  And it would be good to leave as much good memories as 
we can while we are alive. 

I pray that you are all doing good.  If you need someone to 
talk to about the problems you are encountering, we are here to 
help by listening and offering our prayers.  Please feel free to 
contact us via phone, e-mail or text messages.  Please note that 
many of the scheduled activities have been cancelled due to 
COVID-19.  Please refer to our calendar.  Take care.        -Edna    


