
Happy Boy’s Day! 5-5-15 
Boys be brave 
Outstanding  
Youthful 
Strong-willed  
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 5-10-15 
Mother is so caring 
One and only mom 
Mom knows best 
Strong willed 
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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

May 2015 

1 Fri -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 

3 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage Story (till 11 am) 

 -Wailuku Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am) 

4 Mon -HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (11:30 am) 

5 Tue -Happy Boy’s Day! 

8 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa Gen. Hospital 

 Long Term Care Facility (10-10:45 am) 

9 Sat -Church clean up (9 am) 

10 Sun -Monthly Svc.  Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 

  (9:00 am)  生神金光大神様 月例祭 

 -Share Okage Story (till 11 am)  Happy Mother’s Day! 

 -Hilo Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am) 

16 Sat -KMH Board of Trustees Mtg. @HNL Church (10:30 am) 

17 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage Stories (till 11 am) 

21 Thr -Rodney Sensei and Fong will come to Hawaii (till 5/26) 

23 Sat -Church clean up (9 am) 

24 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (9 am) 月例霊祭 

-Rodney Sensei Sermon *Share Okage and Camp details 

25 Mon -Memorial Day—Visit Punchbowl National Cemetery 

 and Mililani Cemetery (Leave 7:30 am) 

29 Fri -Church clean up (9 am) 

30 Sat -Kaka’ako Ehimemaru Monument Clean up (9:00 am) 

 -Prayer service for Ocean Safety (11 am) at above site 

-Chorus practice @ HNL (2-4 pm) 

31 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage Stories (till 11 am) 

June 2015 

1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (9 am)  天地金乃神様 月例祭  *Share Okage Stories 

  

 

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 

 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 

Konko Daijin says… “If  someone ask when you will die, you 

shouldn’t answer.  Say that you cannot predict the future.  Deciding the 
day to die will not make Kami-Sama happy. (Gorikai II Takahashi Tomie 52)”.   
Editor’s thoughts: People with terminal illnesses usually get a prognosis 
from the doctor of  how long they predict the lifespan to be, based on the 
usual course of  the disease.  It may be years.  It may be just a few weeks.  
But patients must realize that doctors are saying this only based on 
statistics of  past patients.  But doctors are not 100% sure of  their 
accuracy.  If  you have been given a prognosis of  your lifespan, just ask 
your doctor, “Are you 100% sure I will die within that time?”  He/she will 
most likely say, “No.”  Everyone is case by case.  Humans cannot predict 
the future.  I took care of  a brain cancer patient once.  He was told he’d 
die in less than a few months.  A year had passed, and there is no trace of  
cancer in his body.  Miracles do happen.  We must always have faith.   Help support the Ohana camp by purchasing Zippy’s fundraiser tickets at 

$8.00 each.  Contact Wahiawa Church at 621-6667.  Thank you!!  

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa 
5th Summer Ohana Camp “Blessed Earth” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: (Sat-Sun) June 20-21, 2015 
Place: Camp HR Erdman (Mokuleia) 
Our theme will be ABC’s of  Konkokyo Part 5.  $20.00 for 
ages 19+, $10 for 5-18, Free for 4 and under. Fee includes, all 
meals, snacks, activity fees, lodging. Deadline: Sunday 

5/24/15.  Save the date.  We hope you can join us .  
Contact Edna Yano for details: ednakazuko@hotmail.com or 
call (808) 223-3448. Forms are available.  First 16 participants 
staying over will be accepted.  Zippy’s fundraiser tickets will 

be sold!  $9.00 each.  Please help us sell  

 

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm
mailto:ednakazuko@hotmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Spring Grand Ceremony was held in blessedness on April 13, 2015 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in May 

Please continue to receive  

Infinite divine blessings from 

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 
 

  Rev. Sugako Yoshino   Rev. Reiko Yano  
  AdaRae Perreira         Tevin Makishima  
  Linda Noguchi   Randy Furusho 
  Nathan Noguchi         Elmay Gombio 
  Channon Pangorang         

 

Ms. Keala Takahashi offers Kibimai   

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2015 
6/3 Wed -KMH Missionary Women’s Society Mtg @Wailuku  
6/26 Fri -KMH Minister’s Gathering at Honolulu Church  

-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
6/27 Sat -Konko Missions in Hawaii Gathering  
6/14 Sun -Kyodan Dokuritsu Kinenshiki at Konko Headquarters 
6/20 Sat -5th Summer Ohana Camp (till Sun 6/21) 
7/10 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
7/17 Fri -KMH/KCNA Joint Conference at CSU, CA thru 7/19. 
7/26 Sun -Back to School Service (9 am) 
8/1 Sat -Konko Missions in Hawaii Gathering 
8/9 Sun -KM Oahu Volunteer activity at Kuakini (9:30 am) 
8/15 Sat -KMH Board of  Trustees Meeting at Honolulu (10:30 am) 
8/21 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
9/6 Sun -WGH Bi-annual Church Visit (10 am) 
9/11 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
9/13 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 
9/20 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 
9/29 Mon -201st Birthday of  Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin 
10/4 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am) 
10/11 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)  
10/13 Tue -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service (6:30 pm) 
10/23 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
10/25 Sun -24th Annual HCRP Peace Prayer (4:00 pm) 
 -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am) 
11/8 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am) 
11/11 Wed -KMH Pilgrimage to Honbu & Faith Training (thru 11/15) 
11/13 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
11/28 Sat -KMH Board of  Trustees Meeting (10:30 am) 
11/29 Sun -Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 18th Memorial Svc. @HNL (9 am) 
12/11 Fri -WGH Monthly Visit (10 am) 
12/13 Sun -Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 43rd Memorial Svc. (10 am) 
12/23 Wed -Rev. Fumio Yasutake’s 20th Memorial Service at Amagi 
12/27 Sun -End of  the Year Service (9 am) 
12/30 Wed -Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding (8 am) 

 
 



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, 

Happy May Day, Lei Day, Boy’s Day, Mother’s Day and 
Memorial Day!!  Please join us again this year for our 5th Summer 
Ohana Camp at Camp HR Erdman, in Mokuleia.  That event will 
be held from Sat-Sun, June 20-21.  The deadline for registration is 
Sunday, May 24th.  See front page for details.  Registration forms 
are available at the church.  Stop by and register today.  The 
Zippy’s fundraiser tickets are almost all sold out.  We want to 
thank all of  you for your support in helping with the camp.  

Right around this time last year, we were all very busy 
preparing for Rodney Sensei (my 
brother) and Fong Yip’s wedding.  
Relatives and many friends came 
from near and far.  It was a time of  
great excitement and joy.  It was 
seriously one of  the best weddings 
I have ever attended.  On May 3rd, 
the couple will celebrate their 1-
year anniversary.  Congratulations 
Rodney sensei and Fong!!  Wishing 
the two of  them many years of  
happiness and good times together.  
By the way, they will be coming to Hawaii from May 21-26 to 
attend a friend’s wedding.  Come by to say hello.     

Boy’s Day is May 5th of  this month.  In Japan it is celebrated 
as Children’s Day (Kodomono Hi).  Carp wind socks (Koinobori) 
swim in the sky, tethered on a pole.  Putting up these Koinobori is 
a prayer to wish all children strength, endurance and good health, 
which the carp symbolizes.  Happy Boy’s Day! 

May 10th is Mother’s Day!  I believe mothers who have given 
birth to their children hold a special super power.  It is said that an 
average man would not be able to handle the pains of  childbirth.  
I was born cesarean, so my birth left a long vertical scar on my 
mother’s lower tummy.  I have a lot to thank her.  She carried me 
around for 8 months (I was born a month early) and brought me 
into this world.  She fed me, changed my diapers, taught me 
countless lessons and continues to give me unconditional love.  I 
am extremely blessed that she is still healthy.  I am extremely 
blessed that she is my mom.  Whether your mother is still alive or 
has passed away, your mother will always be your mother.  There 
is an inseparable bond.  Let’s give thanks to our mothers and 
mother-figures.  Happy Mother’s Day!  

Last month on April 13 was the Spring Grand Ceremony for 
our church.  The Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi (Associate Minister 
of  the Konko Mission of  Honolulu) presented his sermon.  He 
emphasized the importance of  Toritsugi Mediation and making it 
a priority to use it.  Often times we keep it short and just greet the 
sensei sitting at the mediation seat.  Sometimes we may not call 
them sensei because we’d known them since they were little kids.  
In Todd sensei’s sermon, I learned that it was important to call all 
senseis as “Sensei”.  By calling them with that title, whatever you 
mediate to him/her will result in divine blessings.  Because in the 
moment you say “Sensei” you acknowledge Konko Daijin’s 
spiritual power channeling into that sensei, resulting in blessings.   

Here’s an example.  I used to call the Rev. Koichi Konko of  
Honolulu Church “Kochan” for a while because I knew him since 
he was a younger trainee at the Amagi Church and everybody 
called him Kochan.  So, I called him that too.  Even after he got 
ordained, I couldn’t suddenly call him Koichi sensei.  But through 

time and practice, I have been calling him Koichi sensei and 
have gone to seek Toritsugi Mediation at the Honolulu 
Church for problems I’d encounter as well.  At first it was 
awkward.  I couldn’t respect him.  I only saw him as Kochan.  
As soon as my heart started to respect him and I forced 
myself  to begin calling him Koichi sensei, I felt my problems 
being heard by a greater power.  Like Todd sensei mentioned.  
It felt like indeed, there is Konko Sama in back of  him 
listening.  Then my heart felt at ease and I was able to mediate 
any situation to Koichi sensei and truly felt he was praying 
very hard for me.   

It takes some time to develop 
rapport with your sensei.  Seeking 
Toritsugi Mediation shouldn’t 
only be reserved for those last 
chance prayers of  life and death 
situations.  It is very important to 
establish and maintain a 
connection with sensei, so 
he/she can always pray for you.  
Talk to sensei about your 
concerns, problems, and even 
good news too.  The Toritsugi 

Mediation place is literally your spiritual toilet bowl, where 
sensei will hear you out till you are content.  Sensei won’t shut 
you up mid-way.  Sensei is there to listen and pray for you.  
Also sensei is there to offer spiritual advice.  Before your 
problems get any bigger, I highly recommend you come by to 
mediate them to sensei.  If  you need get your frustrations out, 
go right ahead.  I’ve done so on numerous occasions.  Todd 
sensei mentioned that the Toritsugi Mediation place is the 
dirtiest place in the Konko Church.  Dirty, not because of  
cobwebs and dust, but dirty in means that there is no hiding 
what’s in your heart.  True Toritsugi Mediation is letting it all 
out—the clean and the dirty.  If  you are able to step out of  
your comfort zone and say what’s really in your heart and 
deliver it to the mediation place, I promise your life will begin 
to unwind.  I promise you will go home feeling refreshed.  
Sensei will also be happy to see you no matter what kind of  
news you have.  If  you’re still too intimidated to speak with 
your sensei, you can start by sending an e-mail, texting, or 
saying your problems over the phone.  We are lucky we live in 
a day and age where we can use technology to receive instant 
prayers and spiritual advice.  In the Founder’s era, people 
walked for days just to meet Konko Sama.  We must be 
grateful for the many conveniences we now have.  Thank you 
Todd sensei for a very insightful and great sermon! 

Memorial Day will arrive soon and so I’d like to share a 
little about the spirits of  the deceased.  Regardless if  it’s 
Memorial Day or a regular day, the spirits of  our loved ones 
will always be there with us to guide, protect and comfort us.  
They do not go to a far away land or a heavenly realm.  Their 
home is anywhere between the heavens and the Earth.  The 
entire Universe becomes their playground.  The spirits of  the 
deceased will give you special attention and help if  you just 
call their names.  So, in Konkokyo, we do not say “Goodbye.”  
There is a Konkokyo teaching that goes, “The souls of  those 
who die, having nowhere to go, hover and play like gnats 
between Heaven and Earth.  They exist and play at the 
household altars and at the graves where their bodies are 



buried” (GII Sato Mitsujiro 28-1,2,3).   
About a month ago—a day after Todd sensei and I conducted 

the dedication ceremony for the Honouliuli Internment Camp site, 
an older woman called me at the church number.  She said she saw 
me on TV and wanted to know a little more about what 
Konkokyo was all about.   

She mentioned that she can see spirits and that time and again 
she and her husband get tormented by these evil spirits that roam 
around in her house.  She claims that she has also been choked in 
her sleep by them and wondered what she should do.  She 
mentioned that the negative energy is draining her and her 
husband, causing them to be sick every time and making it hard 
for her to breathe.  She said she had a priest come and bless her 
house intensely several times, but is still being haunted by the 
spirits.  Next she was thinking of  calling a Hawaiian Kahu (priest) 
to bless the house since the house stands on Hawaiian soil.  But 
before that, she wanted to know what we do in Konkokyo.   

When people come to bless haunted property, the usual thing 
they do is try to shoo the evil spirits away.  Even in Shinto 
traditions, they hang sacred ropes and throw salt.  Some other 
traditions sprinkle water to purify and chase any evil away.  But if  
we really think about it, spirits are not a least bit scared 
of  salt, sacred ropes or holy water.  It’ll go right through 
them, causing no damage.  First we have to 
acknowledge that the spirits were there first, so we must 
apologize if  we offended them in any way.  Second, we 
must seek their permission, as well as the permission of  
the Heaven and Earth to be allowed to live in that place.  
Our house and any material property we own does not 
belong to us.  It all came from Heaven and Earth.  It will 
eventually return to Heaven and Earth.  We are just 
allowed to use the resources on Earth while we live.  
Third, we should ask the spirit (evil or nice) to become our 
guardian spirits who will watch over us.  In return we must respect 
them.   

It doesn’t matter what kind of  minister, priest, rabbi or kahu 
comes to bless our house.  If  our hearts are not accepting of  
these three factors, we will continue to be haunted by spirits.  We 
also have to understand that spirits are not evil to begin with.  
They are in need of  love and understanding.  Maybe it was a 
murder.  Maybe it was a suicide.  Maybe there was betrayal 
involved before they died and they seek revenge?  Who knows? 
Only spirits who are not spiritually fulfilled will come out as 
ghosts to haunt the living.   

I mentioned to the caller that the homeowner’s heart must be 
sincere, and full of  gratitude, apology and respect.  The minister’s 
role is to provide that opportunity for the homeowner to change 
the heart.  Then the evil spirit will transform into good.  I 
guaranteed that she will never be tormented again if  she can 
understand this.  We ministers have limited power.  But if  we seek 
the help of  our Divine Parent, our powers will be limitless.  
Everything in this Universe is made of  pure energy.  From 
nothingness we have what we have in front of  our lives.  That’s 
the meaning of  “Arigato Gozaimasu.”  I mentioned about the 
Messages in Water book by Dr. Masaru Emoto, and told her 
how our words can affect water crystals.  Water that is told good 
words form into beautiful crystals; water that has been told bad 
words form into ugly, unformed crystals.  She was very inspired.  I 
also mentioned that sincere gratitude has to come from the 
“Kokoro” (the heart).   

Another thing I mentioned was if  she had some sort of  
household altar or Butsudan.  She said a while ago she had 
stowed it away in the closet because she thought it may 
conflict with her husband’s religion—although her husband 
was totally understanding of  her religious practices.  She said 
she used to offer water to the Butsudan every single day, but 
stopped this practice one day.  I recommended her to take the 
Butsudan back out again and resume the offering of  the water 
every day and give a prayer to the Butsudan.  She seemed to 
have understood this message and said she will do just that.   

Imagine being fed food or water on a daily basis and all 
of  a sudden having it abruptly stop.  We will starve or get very 
thirsty.  We will also get confused.  The spirits are the same.  
They are thirsty.  They wish to be remembered in some way.  
It’s very important to be determined to continue these 
practices in the household.   

The caller was very grateful for the message and ended 
the conversation after about 45 minutes of  talking.  

The very next day, she called to share some astonishing 
news.  She said when she woke up that morning, at the foot 
of  the bed there was a little table and she had a few books 

piled there.  She was prompted to look at what 
books there were.  And lo and behold, the book, 
“Messages in Water” By Masaru Emoto was on top.  
And below it was a book called “Kokoro.”  We were 
just talking about that book and it was there all this 
time.  She never knew she had that book.  Then she 
mentioned that we also talked about the Kokoro 
(our hearts), and that gratitude must come from a 
truly grateful heart.  It was so ironic that she had to 
let me know.  And now she said she will read them 
and learn any messages from them.  From the very 

first phone call from her, I could tell immediately that her 
heart had changed to positive.  I could feel the energy coming 
from the phone.  It was a powerful experience.  I’m not sure 
if  she is still being haunted, but I have a strong feeling that 
situations have really improved for her. 

Our deceased loved ones are always thinking about us.  
Let’s do our part and remember them on a daily basis too.  I 
promise you, your life will be more fulfilling if  you are able to 
do this. 

From July 17-19, 2015, the Konko Churches of  North 
America and Konko Missions in Hawaii will be holding a 
Joint Conference at the campus of  California State University, 
Long Beach.  The motivational guest speaker will be Ms. 
Lore Lapinsky, who is a skilled and experienced business 
professional with more than 20 years experience in program 
facilitation, organizational design and development, public 
speaking, and leadership development.  This year’s theme is 
“Let us help, guide, and pray for one another with a 
compassionate heart of  Kami.”  Registration fee is $150 for 
adults 26+ (double occupancy), $175 (single occupancy).  
Registration fee for participants age 1-25 will also be $150.  
Joint conferences come by only once every 5 years.  Don’t 
miss this wonderful opportunity to connect and reconnect 
with our Konko friends in North America.  Flight 
arrangements must be made on your own.  Transportation 
arrangements are offered by KCNA.  I will go.  I hope you 
can too!  Thank you for reading till the very end.  I hope you 

have a wonderful month in May!         Aloha, Edna Yano 


