Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE

*All services will be streamed on Facebook Live
March 2021
1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama (7:30 pm)
天地金乃神様 月例祭
3 Wed -Happy Girl’s Day!
6 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)
7 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9 am)
-Share okage till 11 am
12 Fri -KMH Joint Conf. ZOOM planning mtg on Skype (5 pm)
13 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)
14 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Spring Memorial Svc. (10 am)
19 Fri -KMH CEOC mtg on ZOOM (5 pm)
20 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)
21 Sun -Annual Spring Memorial Service (10 am) 春季霊祭
27 Sat -Ehimemaru Mem. clean up @Kaka̒ako Park (9 am)
28 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share okage till 11 am
31 Wed -Church clean-up (9 am)
April 2021
1 Thur -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama (7:30 pm)
天地金乃神様 月例祭
3 Sat -Church clean-up for Grand Ceremony (8 am)
4 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
11 Sun -Waipahu Church: Rev. Mitsuko Yasutake 1-year Memorial
Service (10:30 am) and Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
13 Tue -Wahiawa Church Spring Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

When: Sunday, March 21, 2021 @ 10:00 a.m.
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Who: All is welcome to attend, since we all have
ancestors that must be revered and
remembered.
Memo: Naorai fellowship lunch will follow
“Immortality is important for humans. Immortality is when
others keep praying for you after you die.” (GII Kondo Tsuru 1)
During the service, Sensei will be reciting the names of our
revered deceased. Please let sensei know of any new people
you would like to include in the main prayer by 3/19 (Fri).

Wahiawa Church Sakura as of 3/1/21. The tree was donated in 1990

Konko Daijin says… A person with many children expressed his
worry over their different personalities. Konko-Sama imparted, “If the
five fingers on your hand were all the same length, you wouldn’t be able
to grasp anything. Your hand has fingers of different lengths; thus you
are able to grasp. Because of their different personalities, your children
will be useful.” (Gorikai II Furukawa Kono 6)
Editor’s thoughts: Growing up with siblings, I can really appreciate
this teaching. I have two older brothers. The three of us all have
different personalities and abilities. I’m the crazy chatterbox, while the
oldest is the quietest, and the middle brother is just in between. My two
older brothers are very powerful! They can lift heavy things and fix
broken things. They are the jack of all trades. Our parents seemed to
have appreciated all of our personalities and uniqueness. They didn’t
compare and say who was their favorite child. They also never told
others about our flaws and weaknesses. I really appreciate that. I believe
they incorporated this teaching from Konko-Daijin.

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2021
4/4 Sun -Honolulu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
4/11 Sun -Waipahu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (10:30 am)
And 1-year Mem. Svc for the Late Rev. Mitsuko Yasutake
4/13 Tue -Wahiawa Church Spring Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
5/2 Sun -Wailuku Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
5/9 Sun -Hilo Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
5/15 Sat -KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church ZOOM
5/31 Mon -Memorial Day visit to Punchbowl
6/12 Sat -KMH Summer Beach BBQ @Haleiwa Alii Beach (9 am)
7/17 Sat -KMH ZOOM Conference 2021 (1:30 pm-3:30 pm)
7/25 Sun -Back to School Service (9 am)
8/1 Sun -KMH Rotary Hanashikai Mtg @Wahiawa Church (10:30 am)
8/7 Sat
-KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church ZOOM
8/22 Sun -48th Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama (9 am)
9/6 Mon -KMH MWSS at Wahiawa Church (10:30 am-3 pm)
9/19 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
9/26 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
10/3 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
10/10 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
10/13 Wed -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
10/24 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
-And 1-year Mem. Svc for the Late Rev. Makio Nagai (Hilo)
11/4 Thr -Pilgrimage to attend Iwatani Church Centennial
11/7 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am)
11/14 Sun -International Gathering at Gohonbu thru 11/15
11/20 Sat -KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church
11/21 Sun -San Francisco Church 90th Anniversary (10:30 am)
11/28 Sun -24th Mem. Svc for Late Rev. Kikue Kodama @HNL (9 am)
12/11 Sat -KMH Head Minister’s Mtg (10:30 am) @HNL Church
12/19 Sun -49th Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi (10 am)
12/26 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am)
12/30 Thr -30th Annual Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church (8 am)
*The annual schedule is subject to change depending on the course of the pandemic.

Check out the new Konko
Merch on Teespring!!
Go to this link below and
order yours today!
https://teespring.com/kokor
o-kubari?pid=2&cid=576
Proceeds will go towards the
Konkokyo Headquarters
Renovation Project!

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in March
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Rev. Michiyoshi Yasutake
(Head minister of Amagi Church)

Rev. Rodney Yano
Keiko Toyoda

Jayden Adkison
Rev. Edna Matsuoka

Konko Mission of Wahiawa

Spring Grand Ceremony
For Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama

Date: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 @ 6:30 pm
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Memo: Join us via Facebook Live or in-person,
following the COVID-19 precautions of wearing a face
mask, washing your hands before entering the worship
hall and practicing physical distancing by household.
Take-home bento. Let’s honor and appreciate the Life
Force, Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama. Take-home bentos
will be prepared. Please let us know if you will attend, so
we will have a bento ready for you.

President’s Day Garage Sale on 2/15/21 was a Great Success! Mahalo for all your help!

Girl’s Day Mochitsuki on 2/28/21 Was a Great Success! Mahalo for all your help!

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
Happy Girl’s Day!! Our church was able to hold a Girl’s
Day Mochitsuki this year on Sunday, February 28. We only pounded
50 lbs total. But it still required a lot of prep-work and the helping
hands of our willing volunteers. We are very thankful that the
weather held up throughout the day and the mochi turned out
delicious! I was surprised how soft and chewy the Yomogi mochi
was the next morning. Thank you Ikigami Konko Daijin Sama and
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama for letting this day go well. And thank
you to all the helpers that came by. 100% of the proceeds from this
mochitsuki will go towards our Headquarters Church (Located in
Okayama, Japan) Renovation fund. The Kaido, which is the
Headquarters Main Worship Hall was built in 1973 and they are now
going through major renovations. Any help is greatly appreciated.
My friend, Andrea interviewed me after the Girl’s Day
Mochitsuki and recorded me on video for her television/news
production class in college. As she was asking me all these questions,
I was reaffirmed of why mochitsuki was so important in my life and
why it was so meaningful to continue this tradition. We did many
practice takes during the interview, so I remember some of the
questions and responses I gave. And it’s a good reference because
no one really extensively asked so many questions about mochi so I
had to really think deeply on some of them. Some of the responses
I wrote here are not the responses that I was able to give to my friend
at that time because I have a little more time to think about the
question and go through memory lane as I sit and write.
What is mochi? Mochi is a traditional Japanese food item
that is made of glutinous sweet rice. This food item is versatile and
can be enjoyed in many ways—both sweet and savory. The stickiness
of mochi symbolizes families sticking together. And the elasticity of
mochi symbolizes longevity and endurance. Pink and white mochi
is made for celebratory occasions. For Girl’s Day, pink mochi
symbolizes energy, white mochi symbolizes purity, and green
symbolizes fertility.
What is your favorite mochi? My favorite mochi is
Yomogi-mochi because of the earthy flavor and its rich green color.
My favorite way to enjoy mochi is to cut plain mochi into 1 inch
cubes and deep fry them. The outer shell gets nice and crispy and
the inside gets gooey and delicious. After the pieces are fried, I pour
shoyu (soy sauce) and squeeze Kewpie mayo on it and sprinkle some
bonito flakes and chopped green onions. Its crispy deliciousness is
heavenly!
What is the process of making mochi? Mochi is a 24hour process, if you include the time to inspect the rice, wash the
rice, soaking it overnight, steaming it for 45 minutes to an hour,
mashing the rice, pounding it and shaping it into small mochi balls.
Including my mother’s labor of love for making the anko-bean jelly
from scratch, that’s another day long process for one pot and she
made several pots of anko.
What kinds of mochi do you make? We have made
about 4 varieties of mochi in our mochitsuki history. The
Kasane/Okagami mochi (Stacked mochi), Komochi (plain saucer
shaped mochi), An-mochi (plain mochi with bean jelly center) and
Yomogi mochi (Mugwort mochi with the bean jelly center). The
Kasane/Okagami Mochi is made a couple days before the New Year.
The mochi is offered to the deities and on the 11 th day of the New
Year the Japanese perform a ritual called the Kagami Biraki (Breaking
of the mochi). In Western culture, breaking the mirror is considered
bad luck, but in Japan, the stacked mochi is symbolic of a mirror
which is broken (since the cold weather in Japan makes the mochi
solid as stone). In breaking the mirror (Okagami Mochi), you are
breaking the old image of yourself and starting the New Year anew.

How long has the church been pounding mochi? And
why did the church begin pounding mochi? The Konko Mission of
Wahiawa first began pounding mochi back in 1992. It started off as
a thought. My father, Yano Sensei used to pound mochi as a child
in his hometown in Ehime, Japan. He wanted to start mochitsuki
here at our church as well. But there needed to be a catalyst for it to
become a reality. Then, Randy Furusho, one of the faith followers
said that back at San Francisco Church where he used to go, they
pound mochi every year. That was the initial spark that started
things off. Then Yano Sensei made a few wooden mallets and a
prototype usu (mortar) using a galvanized steel trashcan with a
stainless steel bowl on top and cement-filled bottom. Then he
thought of a better design, using stainless steel sheet-metal. With
the help of Mr. Neal Abe and his friend who were sheet metal
specialist, they were able to weld together a total of 3 beautiful
stainless steel usu for our church. We literally started off with
nothing. But now we have 3 stainless steel usu, one solid granite usu
(which was a donation) and about 20 wooden mallets. I think it’s
amazing how all of this came to fruition from just an initial thought.
Is there any symbolism behind pounding mochi?
Traditionally, mochitsuki is a family event where all ages can
participate. And as family and friends gather, there is an exchange
of good energy and cooperation. With this good feeling, they
welcome the New Year. Mochi cannot be made without
cooperation—otherwise you might end up with smashed fingers!
What is your favorite thing about pounding mochi?
For me, it’s all about the good feeling I am left with after the
mochitsuki is finished. It takes a lot of time, effort and coordination
and help for a mochitsuki to be possible. But as friends and family
gather for this occasion, everyone comes and leaves with a full smile.
People bring energy. Pounding mochi produces even more energy.
So although I feel tired after the event, it’s a good kind of tired. The
kind of good feeling after completing a race.
Is there a difference between store bought mochi and
freshly pounded mochi? For me, there is a clear difference.
Pounded mochi tastes much better because it was made by the help
of all these people we know. Also, freshly pounded mochi seems to
have a sweeter taste than the store bought kind. And when you make
Ozoni mochi soup using our pounded mochi, you will notice that the
mochi retains its shape and chewiness well. With the convenience
of pre-packaged store-bought mochi, many families in Japan have
stopped pounding mochi and the tradition has been fading away.
When we have our mochitsuki demonstrations at the hotels, there
are many Japanese tourists who are surprised that they get to witness
a mochitsuki in Hawaii. And there are many of them who want to
grab the mallet to pound mochi, so they can re-visit their childhood
memories.
What kinds of changes have you seen throughout the
years? I realize at this age how important this tradition is to me. 30
years ago, when we first had our mochitsuki, I was only 10 years old.
I didn’t have much responsibility in the event. But as I got older, I
saw how each age group plays a vital role in the mochitsuki event.
Elders teaching the younger ones how to roll the mochi, etc. Now,
I see the kids grow up into adults, have their own kids and bring
them here to our mochitsuki. We see a new generation of mochi
pounders and helpers. It’s really heart-warming. And I truly wish
we can maintain this tradition as the years go by.
I want to thank all the helpers again for this Girl’s Day
Mochitsuki. It was only possible because of your help and support.
March is the month of the Spring Memorial Service. We
will conduct our service on Sunday, March 21 at 10am. Please join
us to honor our ancestors, family and deceased friends.
Sincerely, Edna

