
WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

June 2020 

1 Mon -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama 

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 *Facebook Live 

7 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live  

 *Share Okage Stories till 11 am 

11 Thur-Church clean-up (9 am) 

12 Fri -Garage sale preparation (9 am) 

13 Sat -Garage Sale (9 am-2 pm) *Prep 8 am 

14 Sun -Monthly Svc.  Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 

  (9:00 am)  生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Facebook Live  

 *Share Okage till 11 am 

20 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 
21 Sun -Monthly Memorial Svc (9 am) 月例霊祭 *Facebook Live 

 *Share Okage till 11 am.  Happy Father’s Day! 
27 Sat  -Ehimemaru and Mikan tree care (9 am) 

28 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live Share okage till 11 

30 Tue -Church clean-up (9 am) 
    

July 2020 

1 Wed -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭  *Facebook Live 

4 Sat -Happy Independence Day! HOLIDAY 

5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Facebook Live 

Garage Sale 
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Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 

Konko Daijin’s teachings…Kami will not take your monetary 
offerings without giving you back something valuable in return for 
them.  An old adage says that one rice seed becomes ten thousand.  Try 
and plant a rice seed into the Great Earth.  It will multiply into a handful 
of  seeds the following year, and you will have a sack full of  seeds.  
Giving offerings to Tenchi No Kami will yield similar results.  Kami 
gives ten thousand times as much as Kami takes. (GI Kondo Fujimori 16-1,2) 
   

Editor’s thoughts: I was once told by someone, “Why are you offering 
that much money to the church?!  Kami-Sama doesn’t need money.”  I 
was shocked when I heard those words.  I thought deeper into this.  And 
then I came up with a counter question.  “Why do we need money 
then?”  Why do we get paid money for work?  Why not get paid in 
lychee, mangoes and avocadoes instead?  People panic when they are 
no longer able to receive money.  I witnessed this with the COVID-19 
pandemic.  So many people lost their jobs.  Many stores had to 
completely close down their business.  So if  money is THAT important 
to people, shouldn’t money be the thing we should be offering to Kami-
Sama?  Money can only be made through the blessings of  Kami.  If  we 
are not healthy, we cannot go to work.  If  we are not happy, we also are 
not able to go to work.  And we also need to be in a good work 
environment to be productive.  All these are blessings we take for 
granted.  Kami doesn’t ask for money, but if  we give, we will always 
have.     

Saturday, June 13, 2020 

9:00 am-2:00 pm 
At Konko Mission of Wahiawa 

Plants, clothes, kitchen goods, sundries, 

household items, etc. 

*Social distancing still needs to be followed.  

Face masks are still required. 

Father’s Day Coloring Project 

Color these ties! 



Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in the month of June. 

Please continue to receive infinite divine 

blessings from 
 

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama & 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 

Alexander Furusho  

Jason Adkison 

Jean Noguchi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2020 
 

7/24 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
8/2 Sun -Rotary Hanashikai at Wahiawa Church 10 :30 am 
8/8 Sat   -KMH Board Meeting @Honolulu Church 10:30am  
8/21 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
8/23 Sun -Mem Svc for Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama at 9 am 
9/7 Mon -Missionary Women's Society Mtg. at Wahiawa Church  
9/13 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service at 10 am 
9/18 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
9/20 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service at 10 am 
9/26 Sat -HCRP Interfaith Kakaako Waterfront cleanup at 10 am 
10/4 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
10/11 Sun-Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
10/13 Tue-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service at 6:30 pm 
10/23 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
10/25 Sun-27th HCRP Peace Prayer (tentative) 4 pm 
11/1 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am  
11/8 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service at 11 am 
11/13 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
11/21 Sat -KMH Board Meeting @Honolulu Church at 10:30 am 
11/29 Sun-Memorial Service for the Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 9 am 
12/7 Mon -KMH Head Ministers Meeting  
12/11 Fri -Wahiawa General Hospital Volunteer Activity at 10 am 
12/20 Sun-48th Mem Svc. for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 10 am 
12/27 Sun-End of Year Service at 9 am 
12/30 Wed-29th Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church at 8 am 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

On May 25th we visited Punchbowl National Cemeter y of  the Pacific, Honolulu Memorial Park and Mililani Cemetery.   

In Loving Memory 
Rev. Mitsuko Yasutake 
Passed away on Friday, 

May 1, 2020 
At the age of  86+5m. 

Loving wife of   
Rev. Tetsuro Yasutake of  
the Konko Mission of  

Waipahu. 



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader,   

Memorial Day just passed by.  I was worried that due to 
COVID-19, we were not going to be able to visit the graves of  
the many church members who are laid to rest at the National 
Cemetery of  the Pacific at Punchbowl and the other gravesites 
around the island this year.  But thankfully, the stay-at-home 
orders have been lifted, and the people of  Hawaii were able to 
enjoy Memorial Day with the Mitama Spirits of  their deceased 
loved ones.  Unfortunately, the 
Memorial Day Ceremony that is 
usually held at Punchbowl was not 
held.  Nor were there American flags 
or flower leis that normally adorn 
each grave.  It felt kinda empty 
because I’m only used to seeing every 
grave decorated beautifully.  Memorial 
Day is an important day to remember 
those that have fought for our country 
and our freedom.  It has also become a day for Hawaii locals 
to visit graves of  their loved ones and adorn their tombs with 
beautiful flower lei or flowers.  Some graves had offerings of  
the deceased’s favorite food, like spam musubi or a can of  beer.   

In much sadness, I would like to announce the passing of  
the Rev. Mitsuko Yasutake of  the Konko Mission of  Waipahu.  
She was the loving wife of  Rev. Tetsuro Yasutake.  Everyone 
at Waipahu Church called her “Okusan.”  She passed away 
peacefully at the age of  86 on Friday, May 1, 2020.  She was 
also an associate minister of  Waipahu Church for 40 years.   

My mother and I were really fortunate to be able to spend 
priceless times with her on many occasions throughout the 
years.  She was a member of  the church chorus group which 
was initiated by my mom in 1997.  We met once a month for 
chorus at the Konko Mission of  Honolulu. And also when 
there were various church events held, we would also see 
Mitsuko Sensei.   

Mitsuko Sensei was very much like a grandmother to me.  
I have no extended relatives in Hawaii.  They all live in Japan.  
Almost everyone I know have aunties, uncles, 
cousins or grandparents living on the same 
island.  But we did not have that.  I do not 
consider it a bad thing, but I was certainly 
envious of  those people.  Mitsuko Sensei was 
nothing but kind and caring towards us, 
especially to my mom and I.  We loved her so 
much that my mom and I would go see her on 
her birthday to present her with a lei, a card and 
a bouquet of  flowers which she loved the most 
so she can adorn the altar with the flowers.  This 
picture on the right was her birthday last year.     

She came to my nursing school graduation.  She attended 
my wedding.  She was always the one cheering us on with so 
much love and support.  She always gave me a Christmas card, 
and just celebrated our every milestone.   

With permission from Rev. Tetsuro Yasutake and daughter 
Noriko Sensei, I would like to share with you an episode that 
happened two years ago.   

One day, Mitsuko Sensei called my mom one early 

morning to report that she was having difficulty breathing 
and did not know what to do.  She had asthma from a while 
ago, but she sounded really tired and breathless on the phone.  
I happened to be off  that day.  So my mom and I rushed to 
Waipahu Church to see the seriousness of  her condition.  I 
brought my stethoscope, blood pressure cuff  and pulse 
oximeter just in case.  And it was good that I brought it 
because I did not hear any air entering her right lung and her 
oxygen saturation on the portable pulse oximeter read only 

88% (normal is 95% and above).  My 
mom and I helped her into my car and 
we rushed her over to Pali Momi 
Medical Center.  While I was driving, I 
was so worried and anxious about her 
condition that I just started to cry.  
Mitsuko Sensei is so precious to us.  I 
am closer to her than my own 
biological grandparents.  I really 
prayed that she would get well again.  I 

prayed that Kami-Sama will help us out during this desperate 
time.  I just kept repeating “Konko-Sama, Konko-Sama, 
Konko-Sama” while driving.  Thankfully, when we arrived at 
the ER, there were no other patients, so she got triaged 
immediately.    

They took an x-ray and determined that she had a 
collapsed lung on the right side.  So the ER doctor inserted a 
chest tube to have her right lung expand again.  We remained 
with her till she was stable so we could interpret for her to 
the doctor.  It was amazing how fast her breathing improved 
after they inserted the chest tube.  Her condition improved 
amazingly and through much blessings, she was discharged 
from the hospital on her husband, Tetsuro Sensei’s birthday! 
She had to still keep her chest tube in for about two months 
after discharge.  And she was so happy when it finally came 
off.   

Mitsuko Sensei was so grateful of  her regained health 
and she thanked my mother and I for taking her to the 
hospital.  I was so grateful to Konko-Sama and Kami-Sama 

for saving her life.  I remember the doctor 
saying to me that it was good we took her in to 
the ER because she could have died if  we did 
not respond in time.  I believe that Kami-Sama 
really helped all of  us out and made everything 
go smoothly.      

Later that same year, she was able to go to 
Japan with her husband to give thanks to 
Konko Sama at the Headquarters Church in 
Okayama for being able to celebrate Waipahu 
Church’s 80th Anniversary (6/17/2018) and 
regaining her health.  Her collapsed lung 

happend right after their church anniversary.  It was a great 
blessing for her to be able to fly to Japan and return safely.  
Then in 2019, she was able to attend the Hilo Church Grand 
Ceremony on May 12th.  Then attend the Konko Church of  
Honolulu’s 90th Anniversary in August.   

Then in December of  2019, Mitsuko Sensei was able to 
participate in our church Mochi Marathon for the last time.  
She always loved coming to help every year.  I thanked her 



for the Christmas card during the mochi pounding.  And she 
said, “Thank you for saving my life.”  She looked me straight 
into my eyes and grabbed my shoulders and said, “Please 
continue to care about me.  Please don’t ever forget about me.”  
I said, “Of  course I won’t!” and gave her a big hug and she 
smiled and said “Arigato.”  

March 15, 2020 was the day of  our church 80th 
Anniversary Celebration.  Mitsuko Sensei was able to attend 
the service and reception.  She looked totally fine and was in 
smiles like always.  She was able to meet the Revs. Michiyoshi 
and Sachiko Yasutake of  the 
Konko Church of  Amagi and 
several of  the other church 
members.  Mitsuko Sensei came 
from the Amagi Church as she was 
a spiritual trainee there before 
coming to Hawaii.   

Amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic, there were many people 
who were afraid to attend our 
church anniversary.  Although 
Mitsuko Sensei’s lungs were frail and she had suffered from 
asthma throughout her life, she still attended in full spirit.  This 
was the event that many people saw Mitsuko Sensei for the 
very last time. 

Thankfully none of  the people who attended our church 
anniversary caught COVID-19.  Okagesamade! 

In the beginning of  April, Rev. Tetsuro Yasutake called my 
mom and explained about his wife Mitsuko Sensei’s 
deteriorating condition.  She was getting weak and not eating 
much anymore.  I was getting worried again, and suggested to 
take her to the hospital, but this time Mitsuko Sensei said that 
she was ready to pass away in the comfort of  her own home.  
It seems that she knew her time had come.  This time she did 
not want any more medical interventions.  And she was set up 
for hospice.   

I was really sad.  And in the midst of  
the pandemic we knew we were not 
allowed to go visit even if  we wanted to.   

On April 14th I saw a vivid dream 
that Tetsuro Sensei’s right leg was 
missing and he looked extremely sad.  I 
took it upon as a sign and called up my 
mom and told her, I want to go visit 
Mitsuko Sensei even if  I might get yelled 
at for breaking COVID-19 isolation 
rules.  That morning we made a visit to 
Waipahu Church and asked Tetsuro Sensei if  we can see 
Mitsuko Sensei.  And he gave us permission.  We washed our 
hands before seeing her and wore our masks and met Mitsuko 
Sensei lying in the bed.  She said, “Aww, don’t come visit me in 
this condition.”  But I said to her, “Mitsuko Sensei, you told 
me not too long ago to continue to care about you and to never 
forget about you.  So I am here.  I just wanted to say thank you 
for all these years of  your love and support.”  She said, “Ah, 
soudattane.” “That’s right” and smiled.  Our visit with her was 
brief, but I am really glad that my mom and I were able to go 
see her for the last last time in person.   

Coincidentally, May 1st is my mom’s birthday. Thus, we 
shall never forget her date of  passing!  It will always coincide 
with my mom’s birthday and our church’s May Monthly 
Service.  The 1st of  every month is when my mom Reiko 
Sensei has the duty to be in the night service and we can also 
hear her sermon.   

That night during the service something really strange 
happened.  My mom talked about Mitsuko Sensei in her 
sermon and towards the end of  the service, the church phone 
started to chirp.  It was not a full on ringing, but a slight 

ringing sound.  I picked up the 
phone, but all I heard was a dial 
tone.  I cut the phone and it would 
continue to chirp.  Then the phone 
began to full on ring.  I said hello, 
but there was no answer.  And 
when I cut the phone the panel 
read “You have 3 voice messages.”  
Curious, I dialed for the three 
voice messages, and the first one 
was from a church member.  You 

would not believe whose voice was in the second one…It 
was Mitsuko Sensei!!!!!  I was so surprised and shocked, I 
called my brother in SF about it.  I got my smartphone and 
played the voice message once again in speaker phone mode 
so I could record her voice and hold on to it as a memory of  
her voice.  After that episode, the phone stopped chirping.   

In her voice message she is saying “Moshi moshi, anybody 
home?”  It was so strange and amazing that her voice 
message was being delivered now, because the voice mail was 
dated June 15, 2019.  I never save voice messages.  I deleted 
them after listening to them.  I can definitely tell that in this 
manner, Mitsuko Sensei’s Mitama spirit was trying to 
communicate with us somehow.  And although she is no 
longer with us physically, her spirit is now set free to be 
wherever she wants to go within the vast Universe.  I trust 

that she continues to watch over us, her 
family and all the people she was 
connected with.  She lived a blessed life.   

I will always remember her kindness.  
She was always supportive and never said 
anything negative towards us, ever.  
Mitsuko Sensei, thank you for everything.  
I will really miss you, but will continue to 
pray for the happiness of  your Mitama 
spirit.     
 We are already halfway through the 

year.  I can’t believe how fast the days are passing by.  Many 
of  the scheduled activities have been cancelled due to the 
pandemic, but we hope that in time, we will be able to hold 
various events again.   To start off, we will be holding our 
Summer Garage Sale on Saturday, June 13th from 9 am-2 pm.  
But we will still be practicing social distancing guidelines.  
Masks will be required still.  Thank you to all the people that 
have donated many items to the church during the pandemic.   
 Wishing all amazing dads, a Happy Father’s Day!  This 
year it will be on Sunday, June 21.  Have a safe and fun 
summer break for all teachers and students!       Aloha, Edna 


