&

Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
W& & : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
P4 konkowahiawa207@gmail.com URL: www.konkowahiawa.org

ofi.
WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
July 2025

1 Tue -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama

(7:30 pm) RHE stk A Hil5% *Okage sharing
-Shingyo Kikan period 6 am, 9 am and 7:30 pm prayers

4 Fri  -Happy Independence Day! HOLIDAY

6 Sun -No Sunday Sve (KCNA/KMH Joint Conf. in SAC)

7 Mon -Happy Tanabata Star Festivall May your wish come true!

11 Fri -Japanese Program at St. Francis (10:30 am)
-Church clean-up (9 am)

12 Sat -KMH Beach Clean-up and BBQ event at Haleiwa Alii
Beach Park (10 am to 2 pm)

13 Sun -Monthly Svc. for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

(9 am) M@ R HHI%R

16 Wed-KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm)

18 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)

19 Sat -Hawaii Gunpla Workshop @ HNL Church (12 n-6 pm)
-KMH Minister’s Gathering ZOOM (2-4 pm)

20 Sun -Monthly Mem. Service A BE4% (9 am)
-Kangakusai #)"7:4% Back to School Svc *Okage sharing

22 Tue -KMH CEOC Meeting on ZOOM (9 am)

25 Fri -KMH Centennial Committee Mtg on ZOOM (5 pm)

26 Sat -Ehimemaru memorial clean-up (9 am)
-Ehime Kenjinkai Picnic at Kaka’ako Waterfront Park
(After the clean-up)

27 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing S YESIR

30 Wed-Church clean-up (9 am)
-KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm)

August 2025
1Fri -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama

(7:30 pm) KHu&Trkk A Bl

3 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing

Konko Sama Says...People living between Heaven and Earth are
Kami’s children. If your body has pain or illness, it is difficult for you to
work. Pray for physical well-being, diligence in your work, rich grain
harvests, and for your horses and cows. Pray with sincerity for

everything. (Gorikai 111 Konko Kyoso Gorikai 51).

Editor’s thoughts: In modern times, this teaching could go like this:
We are all children of Kami, living under the vast sky and upon the
nurturing earth. When our bodies are in pain or unwell, it becomes hard
to live fully and carry out our responsibilities. Pray for your health and
strength, for doing your best in work or school, for a fruitful outcome in
your efforts—whether in the fields, at home, or at your job. If you care
for pets or animals, pray for their well-being too. Whatever you face,
pray with sincerity and gratitude in your heart.
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Wahiawa Konko Mission
Children’'s Newsletter

I will advance my faith through understanding
the Founder’s teachings and will strive to
become a more useful person to society.

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its
basic principles are courtesy, kindness, and
devotion in everything I do.
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Sunday School Oath

KMH Summer Beach Cleanup & BBQ

When:
Whetre:

Who:
Cost:

Clean:

Food:

Memo:

Sat., July 12, 2025 from 10 am-2 pm (g%
Haleiwa Alii Beach Park £
(Near Haleiwa Jodo Mission)

All is welcome to join us

FREE

Let’s pick up trash and keep Mother Earth
clean!

The Konko Mission of Wahiawa will prepare
the food. We will need approximate headcount
by Sat. 6/28. Feel free to bring food to share.
You may bring beach gear, fishing gear and
canopies and beach chairs. Please take note,
that you may enjoy water activities such as
swimming and fishing, but you are doing so at
your own risk. Konko Missions in Hawaii will
not be responsible.
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Rev. Sachiko Yasutake and her danghter, Kyoko Sensei (Amagi Church) came to
attend the KMH Missionary Women’s Society Seminar. We also had a dinner meet.




Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2025

8/3Sun  -KMH Rotaty Hanashikai at Wailuku Church 10:30 pm
8/9 Sat  -KMH Board Meeting 10:30 am @Honolulu Church ZOOM
8/16 Sat  -Introduction of Konko Mission of Wahiawa to Public (10 am)
8/24 Sun -52r Memorial Svc for the late Rev. Masayuki Kodama 9 am
9/6 Sat  -KMH Faith Enrichment Gathering on ZOOM (1:30 p-3 p)
9/14 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service 10 am

-Late Rev. Sugako Yoshino 3% Year Memorial Svec at HNL.
9/21 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service at 10 am
10/5 Sun -Autumn Grand Service at Honolulu at 11 am
10/12 Sun -Autumn Grand Setvice at Waipahu at 11 am
10/13 Mon -Autumn Grand Service at Wahiawa at 5 pm
10/19 Sun -HCRP Peace Prayer at Honolulu Church (4 pm)
10/26 Sun -Autumn Grand Service at Wailuku Church (11 am)
11/9 Sun -Autumn Grand Service at Hilo Church 11 am
11/15 Sat -KMH 5% International Yatsunami Gathering (ZOOM HST)
11/22 Sat -KMH Board Mtg 10:30 am @HNL Chutch
11/30 Sun -27%h Memorial Svc for the Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 9 am
12/21 Sun -53t¢ Mem Svc for the late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 10 am
12/28 Sun -End of Year Service 9 am
12/30 Tue -34" Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church
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When we went to Japan in June, we were able to visit the Konkokyo Headguarters (above left), Konko Church of
Kawanishi (right side 1+ image), Konko Church of Tokyo in Akihabara (above right) and Konko Church of Y okosuka
(right side, 21 from top). 1t was nice to be able to visit these churches and talk with the sensei. We also got to see onr great
Jriends Summer, Adam and Luna who moved to Y okosuka (bottom)! We also went to Kamakura to greet the Great
Buddhba (right) and the World Expo in Osaka (bottom right)!
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Editor’s Note

I hope you had a wonderful month in June and a
memorable Father’s Day. As both Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day have now passed, I'd like to share a few
thoughts on the concept of parenthood in Konkokyo.
This may seem unusual coming from someone who has
not experienced parenthood firsthand. But as a recipient
of parental love and care, I would still like to offer some
reflections.

In Konkokyo, we believe the endless universe is our
Father, and the earth is our Mother. Both provide us
with the indispensable care and sustenance we need to
live each day.

Of course, we also have our biological parents, who
passed down their DNA to us. In our faith, we speak of

Sfour kinds of parents:
e Umi no oya: biological
parents

e Sodate no oya: parents

who raised you

e Oshie no oya: parents

who taught you

e Oyagami-Sama: the

Divine Parent of the
Universe

Each of these parents plays a
vital role in the development of a
functional and independent
human being, whether or not we
were born into the faith.

To be Konko is to understand
that we have a Spiritual Parent—
Oyagami-Sama, also known as
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama—
and that this Parent is eternal. So
even if our biological parents, our
caregivers, and those who taught
us have passed away, we are never
truly alone. Our Spiritual Parent is
always by our side.

As recipients of these blessings, it is our role to
recognize and appreciate the presence of all four parents
in our lives.

You don’t have to be a biological parent to be a
sodate no oya ot oshie no oya. However, a biological parent
can fulfill all three of those roles: bearing, raising, and
teaching their child. A Sodate-no Oya can be an aunty,
uncle, grandparents, an older sibling, a nanny, or baby-
sitter. These people play an important role in making
sure our basic needs are met to survive.

The Oshie-no Oya can be a teacher or a mentor.
These people teach us everything we need to know to
survive. They teach us lessons in both academic sense

and moral sense. When they say it takes a village to raise
a child, that is true. We are indebted to so many people
in our lives to be who we are today. It’s good to think
about our blessings from time to time.

As I watch my nephew (2 years and 3 months old)
grow, I see how completely dependent he is on adult
care and supervision. But really, this is true for all of us.
Someone passed down their DNA to us. Someone made
sure we were fed, had our diapers changed, and were
safe enough to grow into who we are today.

Even as adults, we are still 100% dependent on the
blessings of Oyagami-Sama—our Spiritual Parent—who
provides the air we breathe, the water we drink, the food
we eat, the sunshine that warms and lights our lives, and
so many other elements. Without these blessings from
Oyagami-Sama (also known as the
Life Force), we couldn’t live for
even a second.

As a child who is now a
middle-aged adult, I look back
with gratitude at the many
memories I have with my parents.
I am fortunate to have received
such loving and thoughtful care.
My parents fulfilled all three
parental roles for me—they gave
me life, they raised me, and they
taught me. They’ve always been so
attentive to our needs—even till
this day!

But I also know that parents
can only do so much to keep their
children safe. Much of their faith
lies in Kami-Sama’s protection
when they can’t be there.

Just recently, my Ring doorbell
app was going off while I was
away from Wahiawa. I saw several
neighborhood children at the
church’s front door, and my mom answered. It turned
out my nephew had wandered outside while my mom
was on the phone. The front door is usually locked, but
he’s becoming quite curious these days—and managed
to slip out. The neighborhood kids found him in the
middle of the road and brought him safely back to the
house.

My mom was so grateful for their awareness and
care that she gave them some snacks and personally
thanked each one. It was a scary situation to think about.
But in that moment, I truly felt that Kami-Sama uses
others—even children—to help us in times of danger.

This is how Kami-Sama is a Spiritual Parent: where
physical parents cannot be present, Kami-Sama protects



and supports us through the actions of others. I felt
such deep gratitude for our thoughtful neighbors.

My husband and I recently traveled to Japan, which
I consider my annual pilgrimage to the Konkokyo
Headquarters (Gohonbu) in Okayama. To me, visiting
the Headquarters is like visiting the home of my
Spiritual Parents. I always feel a deep sense of welcome
and energy at this sacred power spot.
This time, maybe because of my
age or emotional sensitivity, I
found myself crying as soon as
I sat on the cool tatami mat of
the hzromae (worship hall). 1
couldn’t hold back the tears.

So many emotions flooded
out—first, gratitude that I was
able to be there; then, relief
because I've been feeling
overwhelmed with
responsibilities lately. I realized
how many committees I’'m part ,
of, and how disorganized my mind had become. I cried
in apology as well—for my human flaws and
imperfections, both as a person and a minister. Yet
through it all, I felt an indescribable warmth. It was as if
I was being held in the comforting embrace of
Oyagami-Sama, feeling a powerful
reassurance in my heart: “It’s all
good, Edna. I have your back.”

I believe I was able to feel this
so clearly because I try to stay
connected with Oyagami-Sama on
a daily basis. So when I entered
that Spiritual Home—Gohonbun—I
immediately felt that connection,
that embrace. It’s a feeling that
can’t be described with words—
you must experience it for yourself. _
I encourage you to establish your I
own spiritual relationship with our & “J |
eternal Parent, Oyagami-Sama. SR f@gg
After praying in the hiromae, 1 s
approached the Toritsugi
Mediation Desk—and to my
surprise, the 6th Konko Sama was
there. Whenever I mediate at
Gohonbu, I often find myself
short on words and can only say "Arigatou gozaimasu" for
all the blessings I've received.

Usually, I walk away wishing I had said more. But this
time, I came prepared. I had written a list on a tiny sheet
of paper the day before to help me stay on track.
There’s so much going on in the world right now—so
much unrest. I gave thanks for Hawaii’s relative peace,
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but also prayed for the world, for the U.S., for our
president, and for peace in society as a whole.

Just before 8:00 a.m., a hiromae attendant informed
me that the morning prayer session for the
administrative office was about to begin, so I needed to
wrap up. Thankfully, I had just finished presenting my
prayer requests to Konko Sama. The timing was perfect,
and I felt incredibly grateful to have had that sacred

; opportunity.

We are so blessed in
Konkokyo—we don’t even need a
reservation to mediate with the
spiritual head of our faith! It’s like
being able to walk in and talk with
the Popel

In closing my reflections on
parenthood:

It’s good practice to stay connected
not only to our biological parents,
but also to those who raised and
taught us. Most importantly, we
must stay connected to Oyagami-Sama, our eternal
Spiritual Parent, and continually express appreciation for
all the blessings we receive.

I once asked a mother of my friends how her
daughter was doing while studying abroad. She replied,

s I don’t know. She only calls when
f » she needs money.”
Py That’s something we may
unintentionally do in our own
relationships—with our parents
and even with Oyagami-Sama. We
only reach out when we need
something. But that shouldn’t be
the case.

We should strive to maintain
regular, heartfelt communication—
not just for our own well-being,
but for the happiness and
tulfillment of our parents and
Kami-Sama, too.

This is what our Founder,
Konko Daijin, meant when he
spoke of mutual fulfillment. He
wanted to teach us the heart of
Kami-Sama—and how we, too,
can bring joy to Kami-Sama by
living with gratitude and love.

I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer. July will
be the KCNA/KMH Joint Conference in Sacramento,
California. I will be attending this with my parents. 1
will let you know of our experiences in our August
newsletter! Till then, and always, be safe and happy.
Thank you for reading till the end.  Sincerely, &dna



