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Konko Daijin’s teachings… A married couple is the joining of  two 
strangers.  With mutual amity, they can live a full life without anxiety.  Even 
after a quarrel, by sincere conciliation and reflection, the reasons shall become 
clear.  The couple can understand and reflect upon these matters by 
themselves due to the soul, given to them by Kami, that governs their bodies. 
(Gorikai I Yamamoto Sadajiro 19) 
 

Editor’s thoughts: I chose this teaching because July 7th is Tanabata Star 
Festival.  It’s basically an East Asian Valentine’s Day where we wish for clear 
skies so the two lovers across the Milky Way can meet on this one night of  the 
year.  Can you imagine just how earnestly they must want to see each other 
again?!  It must be hard for couples who are in a long distance relationship or 
who live away from their love due to work circumstances.  People who live 
with their significant other, spouse must feel grateful for their existence in 
close proximity.  But some times we may forget to be thankful for each other 
and quarrel over miniscule problems.         

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 

July 2018 

1 Sun  ‐Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami‐Sama  

 (9:00 am)  天地金乃神様 月例祭 

  *Share Okage Stories  

  ‐Sunday School Tanabata Bamboo tree decoration 

  *Light lunch will be served (till 2 pm) 

  *Shingyō Kikan (Intensive Faith Practice Period till 7/31) 

4 Wed  ‐Happy Independence Day! Happy 242nd Birthday USA! 

7 Sat  ‐Summer Ohana Camp Day 1 (9 am register. 10 am start) 

8 Sun  ‐Summer Ohana Camp Day 2 (ends at 2 pm) 

  *No Sunday Service 

13 Fri  ‐Monthly Volunteer at Wah. Gen. Hosp. LTCF (10 am) 

  ‐Church clean‐up (2 pm) 

14 Sat  ‐Chorus practice at HNL (2‐4 pm) 

15 Sun  ‐Monthly Svc.  Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin‐Sama 

   (9:00 am)  生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Share Okage (till 11 am) 

‐KMH Volunteer Activity at Kuakini Hospital (9:30 am) 

20 Fri  ‐Church clean up (9:00 am)  

22 Sun  ‐Monthly Memorial Svc 月例霊祭 AND Back‐to‐School 

 Service (9:00 am) *Share Okage till 11 am 

23 Mon ‐HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm) 

28 Sat  ‐Ehimemaru Monument Clean‐up (9 am)  

29 Sun  ‐KMH Faith Enrichment Mtg at HNL Church (9 am) 

  *Guest speaker: Rev. Alfred Tsuyuki (Konko Church of LA)  

   Lunch will be served. *No Sunday Service at Wahiawa  

30 Mon ‐Church clean up (9:00 am)  
 

August 2018 

1 Wed  ‐Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami‐Sama  

 (7:30 pm)  天地金乃神様 月例祭   

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SERVICE 
 

Date: Sunday, July 22, 2018 
Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Place: Konko Mission of  Wahiawa 
Who: For students and teachers 
Memo: Please submit your back to school prayer 
forms to church before the service begins.  Sensei will 
offer your forms and pray for you the whole year. 

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm


Happy Birthday 
To all the people born in  

The month of July 

Please continue to receive  

Infinite divine blessings from 
 

Tenchi Kane no Kami‐Sama & 

Ikigami Konko Daijin‐Sama     
 

Rev. Yasuhiro Yano         Rev. Megumi Yano 
Rev. Dr. Leon Webber    Jordan Yamamoto 

Brent Abe      Neal Abe      
Clayton Matsuoka 

Konko Mission of  Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2018 
 

8/10 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m. 
8/11 Sat -KMH Board of  Trustees Meeting, 10:30 a.m. 
8/26 Sun -45th Memorial Svc. for the Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama 
9/14 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m. 
9/16 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service, 10:00 a.m. 
9/23 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service, 10:00 a.m. 
10/7 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m. 
10/13 Sat -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service, 6:30 p.m. 
10/14 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m. 
10/19 Fri  -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10: 00 a.m. 
10/21 Sun -25th Annual HCRP Peace Prayer at Honolulu Church, 4 p.m. 
10/28 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m. 
11/3 Sat -Mini BAZAAR 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
11/4 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m. 
11/9 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m. 
11/24 Sat -KMH Board of  Trustees Meeting, 10:30 a.m. 
11/25 Sun -21st Memorial Svc for the Late Rev. Kikue Kodama, 9 am 
12/7 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m. 
12/16 Sun -46th Year Memorial Service for the Late Rev. Haruko 
  Takahashi, 10:00 a.m. 
12/23 Sun -End of  the Year Service 9:00 a.m. 
12/30 Sun -27th Annual Mochi Pounding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Waipahu Church Commemorates their 80th Anniversary 6/17
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 14 people from Amagi Church pilgrimage group visits on 6/15

Rev. Masato & Mrs. Alice Kawahatsu of  SF visits 6/16

Amagi and Hita Church members visit our church  
after a game of  golf  at Leilehua Golf  Course with Nicholas 6/18 Kirk, Cristina and Kaitlyn from California visits our church 6/14



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, 

Happy July!  We are officially in the second half  of  the 
year.  We made it safely through much divine blessings.  
Summer started off  with many people visiting the islands.  
We had many visitors to our church as well.  14 people 
from the Amagi Church pilgrimage group, 
including the head minister, Rev. Michiyoshi 
Yasutake came to our church on Friday, June 15.  
They came to Hawaii in celebration of  Waipahu 
Church’s 80th Anniversary Celebration, which was 
held on Sunday, June 17 at the Pearl Country 
Club. 

Around 130 people attended the 
Waipahu Church 80th Anniversary.  The 
three speeches done by the 
membership were meaningful to me.  
There was Mr. Ernest Tottori who 
gave a testimonial of  the church in the 
past.  He told of  the days of  the church 
construction and the founding minister, Rev. Santaro 
Sonoda and his wife Mrs. Sueka Sonoda.  Those were the 
days of  the plantation and immigrants to Hawaii.  Then Dr. 
John Tamashiro talked about the present church situation 
and how he was able to receive divine blessings through 
Otoritsugi (mediation) with the sensei and how the church 
has helped him and his family throughout the years.  And 
finally, Mr. Glenn Yabuki talked about the future of  the 
church.  With the ever growing technology, social media 
and knowledge, he mentioned how it is important to 
conform to the current times as necessary, yet maintaining 
the true essence of  Konkokyo.   

The 80th Anniversary was 
conducted with Rev. Michiyoshi 
Yasutake of  Amagi Church as 
head officiant.  We pray that the 
Waipahu Church will continue 
to receive okage of  steady and 
sound operation.  Thank you 
very much Waipahu Church for 
extending your invitation to 
attend this most auspicious 
occasion.  Omedetō Gozaimasu!         

Summer means travel plans for many people 
throughout the world.  Where will you travel this summer?   

As I see airplanes streaming through the blue skies, I 
remember a quote that the 3rd Konko Sama—the Rev. 
Setsutane Konko used to say.  He said, “When you hear 
the crying of  a baby, give a prayer so the baby will feel 
comfort.  When you see an airplane in the sky, give a 
prayer so the plane will land to its destination safely.”  
When I drive and I see an ambulance pass by, I wonder 
what the family must be going through right now and 
extend a prayer that they will be ok.  Praying for people 
can be done anytime and anywhere.   

I saw an internet meme that said, “Praying is an excuse 

for inaction.”  I was a bit disturbed by this meme, 
because I know that prayers work.  There are even studies 
done in the medical field where they would have several 
hundred people praying for a single person and see if  
there is any difference between being prayed for and 
receiving no prayers at all.  The group of  sick people who 
were being prayed for recovered a lot quicker.   

For me and my family, prayers have been an essential 
part of  daily life.  Even my pet cat Himesama has been 
saved on numerous occasions.   

Prayers are a certain wavelength and 
frequency of  energy.  It cannot be gauged 

with an electronic device.  But prayers can be 
felt if  they are sincere.  Just like a person 

sincerely giving thanks; it can be felt if  it’s 
genuine.  When people encounter 
difficulty, others may casually say, “I hope 

your situation gets better.  I will pray for 
you.”  If  you say, “I will pray for you” 
you must responsibly pray for that 

individual with the intent that they will receive 
divine blessings.  Anybody can say they will pray for you.  
But to take it a step further and go to church, clasp your 
hands in prayer and really think about that person you are 
praying for—this step takes extra energy.  But it’s this 
extra step that will lead you and the troubled individual to 
receive divine blessings.   

If  you enter any Konko Church, you will see the 
Okekkai Toritsugi Mediation desk.  That is where sensei 
will hear out your problems or deep concerns with 
genuine sincerity and pray for you.  He/she will then take 
those problems you put on the table and offer them to 

Kami-Sama to process.  The 
results will always be divine 
blessings.  Sensei will actually 
pray for you; not just say 
he/she will pray.  Sensei will 
clasp his/her hands in prayer 
and intently pray for you to 
receive divine favor.  This is 
how many people came to be 
saved through the Konkokyo 
faith.   

The other day, my mom was telling me a true story 
that was written in a Konkokyo publication called Kami 
Hito Volume 8.  The title of  the story is Kokoro ni 
Yorisou (Snuggle up to the heart).  It was about a young 
man who had no hope in life.  He was extremely 
depressed.  He had no motivation to do anything.  He 
just wanted to die.  One day there was a neighborhood 
board meeting which a young sensei went to attend.  He 
became friends with this troubled man also in his thirties 
attending the meeting as well.  The sensei noticed that the 
man was troubled, just by his overall dark vibes.  So the 
sensei casually asked, “Are you troubled?”  The man 
replied, “Troubled isn’t even a word to describe what I’m 



going through right now.  But yes, I am extremely 
troubled.”  The sensei suggested he make a visit to his 
Konko Church.  

The sensei whose name was not mentioned is really 
amazing.  Normally, people would not want to serve 
someone after business hours, but the sensei willingly did 
so to have even one more of  Kami’s Ujiko (Kami’s 
children) saved.  When this sensei graduated from the 
Gakuin Seminary to become a sensei, he handed Konko-
Sama (Spiritual Head) a blank shikishi (writing board) to 
have him write a meaningful teaching for him as he 
embarks on his ministry.  Konko-Sama took the blank 
writing board and wrote 「神心となりて人に丁寧に

話をしてゆくのが真の道をふんでゆくのぞ」。In 
English it would be: “Walking the true path is to become 
one with the heart of  Kami and sincerely talk to people.”  
In keeping this teaching in mind, this young minister was 
determined to listen to this troubled individual till he was 
content.     

He came in and talked with the sensei sitting at the 
okekkai for a couple hours at first, just talking story of  
society and life in general.  Then he went home.  The next 
time he came back he looked even more troubled.  He sat 
down at the okekkai and told the sensei, “I just want to die 
already.”  The sensei continued to listen to this troubled 
individual day in and day out.  The visits he made were at 
erratic times.  Some times he’d come to the church at 9 pm, 
talk with the sensei for a couple hours and go home, and 
come back again at midnight and stay till morning.  Any 
normal listener would get fatigued after listening for so 
long, but the sensei continually listened with full attention.   

At times, the young sensei felt like he was starting to 
lose his mind.  He was so very tempted to tell him to go 
home already because he was sleepy and tired.  Sensei also 
had a family and other people that would come to see him 
at the okekkai as well.  Sensei’s eating and sleeping habits 
were becoming erratic too.  He could only sleep and eat as 
soon as that man went home.  Sensei mentioned in the 
article that no matter how tempted he was to telling him to 
go home, he was determined to never say those words, 
ever.  And the reason is simple, it’s because he is a troubled 
individual that Kami-Sama wants to save.  

The other interesting thing is, no matter how strange 
his prayer was of  wanting to go back in time, he was able 
to receive this divine favor and pull himself  out of  severe 
depression and hopelessness. 

The young man was also saved, but the sensei said he 
was also saved.  This was a big challenge for the sensei to 
overcome.  His patience and perseverance was tested by 
Kami-Sama.  He was able to embrace this whole 
experience.   

The okekkai is what makes 
this faith so unique.  Please do 
not hesitate to come to our 
church to mediate your deep 
concerns or problems to sensei.  
You do not have to be 
Konkokyo to come to our 
church and do otodoke at the 
okekkai.  To have someone 
listen and pray for you is special.  
Again, to become more familiar 
with Konko terminology, 

Okekkai is the place where you sit down and sensei will 
listen to your problems or concerns.  Otodoke or 
Otoritsugi is the act of  mediating your problems or 
requests to Kami-Sama through the mediator, which is 
sensei.    

The depressed man was 
in a very depressing 
situation.  He had no 
siblings, his parents both 
passed away in high school.  
He lost his mother when he 
was a sophomore and his 
father in his senior year.  He 
had no friends or 
connections to anyone.  He 
had a prestigious job 5 years 
ago, but was selfish and wanted to do other things.  He 
quit after 2 months.  But for this man to be at the Hiromae 
(Konko Church) it was his last ray of  hope. He couldn’t 
understand the meaning of  working hard and getting tired, 
just to make a living.  He had no one to live for either.  
Life was just not worth living anymore.        This month, we will start off  by holding our 8th 

Summer Ohana Camp at Camp HR Erdman in Mokuleia 
from July 7-8.  We will begin check-in at 9 am and begin 
the camp program promptly at 10 am.  Please be there on 
time to attend Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi’s workshop on 
Ancestors this year.  We are very much looking forward 
to this event.  I will update you on our camp experience 
in the August Children’s Newsletter.   

Sensei then asked this man, “So, what is it that you 
want?” The man replied, “I want to go back in time, when 
everything was much better.”  Although it’s quite obvious 
that going back in time is impossible, the sensei accepted 
his desire and forwarded it to Kami-Sama to process.   

The man came to the church daily in the evening and 
talked throughout the night till dawn and then he would 
leave.  This lasted every day for a month.  After a month, 
the young man who usually came with slumped shoulders 
and always looking down came in the church and stood 
happy and tall.  He said to the sensei, “I finally feel like I 
went back in time.”  He became motivated to work again 
and live.   

Our Back to School Service will be held on Sunday, 
July 22 at 9:00 am.  It’s almost time to go back to school! 
Let’s pray for a safe and blessed new school year for all 
teachers and students.  Have a wonderful 4th of  July, Star 
Festival 7/7.           Sincerely, Edna        


