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General Meeting and  
New Yearõs Party! 

 

Date:  Sunday, January 29, 2023  
Time: 10 am Sunday Service, till 3 pm 
General Meeting after the service and 
New Yearõs Party to follow!  We will have 
lunch, BINGO, draw the PICASSO Year 
of  the Rabbit and door prize.  Join us!  
Memo: Please remember to bring a 
minimum $5.00 grab-bag per person for 
the gift exchange.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Konko Daijin saysé òSince New Yearõs is to celebrate the whole year, 
it is truly auspicious.  Angry people will be told not to be angry because 
it is New Yearõs.  Live each day with the same happy heart you have on 
New Yearõs Day.  When the sun sets, think that itõs the last day of the 
year.  It will make your life happy every day, and there will be no discord 
in your family.  Live happily as if each day were New Yearõs Day.óɯ(GI Kondo 

Fujimori 52-2) 
 

Editorõs Thoughts: Itõs true that for many of us itõs easy to have a happy 
and generous heart on special holidays or occasions like Birthdays, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Yearõs Day.  But to maintain that heart 
of  joy on a day to day basis is very hard, unless you are already hard-wired 
with a spirituality based on gratitude.  My mom says that every day is like 
Russian Roulette.  The probability of  being alive the next day may be 
high, but there is always a chance that we may end up dead.  So she always 
reminds me to be thankful for the presentñbecause the present is a gift 
that cannot be taken for granted.  There is always room to be thankful 
every day.  If  we can be thankful every day, your family will be able to 
live in harmony, and people you interact with will also feel it.     
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Kagami-Biraki Mochi Toasting! 
Sunday, January 15th  
after the 9 am Sunday  
Service.  Come enjoy all  
kinds of  ways to enjoy  
mochi!  Grilled, deep  
fried, with shoyu/sugar,  
kinako, natto, etc.  Bring family and friends!   
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Meaning Behind Osechi  
New Yearõs Day Cuisine 

 

Ebi  (Shrimp) 

The curved spine symbolizes 
longevity, as elderly people have 
curved spines.  The bulging eyes 

of  the shrimp phonetically 
represents Medetai 
òCelebrationó me=eye, 

de=protruding. 
 

─  Takenoko  

(Bamboo Shoot) 
The nodes or joints of  the 
bamboo stands for virtue, 

fidelity or consistency. 
 

↔╓℮ Gobo (Burdock) 
Symbolizes energy since it is 
rooted firmly underground. 

 

Renkon (Lotus Root) 
The holes of  the renkon 

symbolizes seeing hope and 
happiness into the future. 

 

Kamaboko (Fish cake) 
Symbolizes sunrise 

 

 
 
 

Please fill out your New Yearõs Resolution below and cut out.  Place it somewhere you will see it every day.  

Mochitsuki Demo Schedule January  
 

¶ Sheraton Waikiki Hotel 
Sat, Jan 7th at 11:30 am. Arrive at hotel 10 am. 
 

¶ Moana Surfrider 
Sun, Jan 8th at 3 pm.  Arrive at hotel 1:30 pm.   
 

¶ Central Pacific Bank Main Branch  
Wed, Jan 11th at 10 am.  Arrive on 5th floor 
parking lot entrance at 8:30 am.   
 

*If  you are able to help, please  
arrive at venue at least 30-minutes  
before the start time.  Parking  
validations will be given to helpers.   
We will pound 2 batches per venue.    

   

 

─ Kazunoko  

(Herring Roe) 
Symbolizes fertility, and 
treasuring all children. 

 

Kinton  

(Sweet potato balls) 
Symbolizes wealth.  Kin=gold. 

 

Kuromame  

(Black beans) 
Mame (beans) phonetically 
could be Mame as in good 

health and strength.  
 

Nimono 
The radish stands for 

longevity. The burdock stands 
for energy. The lotus root 

stands for hope of  happiness 
in the future. 

 

Tai (Sea bream) 
Tai is eaten on auspicious 

occasions, as omedetai means 
celebration.  

 

Mochi 

Symbolizes flexibility and 
endurance. 
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50th Memorial Anniversary for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 
was held on Sunday, December 18, 2022.  Guest speaker was 

Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi.  
(Rev. Haruko Takahashi passed away on 12/24/72) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31st Annual Mochitsuki held safely on December 30, 2022! Mahalo for Your Help! 


