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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
January 2012
1 Sun -New Year’s Day Svc. (9 am) 元日祭
*Osechi Ryori and Ozoni to follow.
4 Wed -Daily Devotionals—Shingyo Kikan from 1/4 to 1/31
(Prayer times: 6 am, 9 am, 8 pm)
8 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am). Overview of schedule and
Sharing of Okage stories (till 11 am)
9 Mon -HCRP Meeting at PL Church (1 :30 pm)
13 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity @ WGHLTCF (10-10:45 am)
14 Sat -Church clean up for Monthly Service (9 am)
15 Sun -Monthly Svc. for the Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin
(9 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Share Okage Stories
-Chorus practice @HNL Church (2-4 pm)
16 Mon -Holiday for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
21 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
22 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (10 am) 月例霊祭
-Wahiawa Church General Mtg.
-Evaluation of Mochi pounding. Re-election of board of
directors. Lunch 12 noon and New Year’s Party till
2:30 pm *Bring a $3.00 grab-bag per person.
28 Sat -KMH Board of Trustees Mtg. @Hawaii Ctr. (10:30 am)
29 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Share Okage stories (till 11 am)
31 Tue -Church clean up for monthly service (9 am)
February 2012
1 Wed -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Share Okage stories (till 11 am)

Konko Daijin says… “Since New Year’s is to celebrate the
whole year, it is truly auspicious. Angry people will be told not to
be angry because it is New Year’s. Live each day with the same
happy heart you have on New Year’s Day. When the sun sets,
think that it’s the last day of the year. It will make your life happy
every day, and there will be no discord in your family. Live
happily as if each day were New Year’s Day.”
Editor’s thoughts: It’s so easy to be happy on New Year’s Day.
We make a conscious effort to be in a good mood throughout
this day. If we can hold the same joyful heart every day, we can
enjoy life in a true sense.
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Year of the Dragon People:
The awesome demeanor of Dragons leaves no
doubt as to how vibrant, magnanimous,
charismatic, principled, self-sufficient,
discriminating, compelling, thrilling,
accomplished, good-hearted, healthy and
prodigiously shrewd this noble creature can be.
(http://www.annabelburton.com/chinese_signs.html)

New Year’s Party
Date: Sunday, January 22, 2012
Time: 10:00 a.m. Monthly Memorial Service
General Meeting. Lunch at noon and
party till 2:30 p.m.
Bring: $3.00 minimum grab-bag per person.
I hope you can make it to
our New Year’s Party. We will
Play games, BINGO, exchange
Grab-bags, draw the PICASSO
Dragon, hit the piñata and eat
Ozenzai. Bring your family and
friends. Let’s have fun.

Thank you Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama for blessing everyone with the
health, safety and endurance. Thank you mochi pounders, fire-keepers,
mochi turners, shapers, packers, spectators, people who brought all the
onolicious food and people who purchased mochi. Mochi Marathon
successfully held on December 30, 2011 
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Happy Birthday
To all the people born in January
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama
Bryce Adkison Trisha Adkison
Pat Toyofuku Yuriko Kanemitsu
Linda Webber Minako Yano

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
Happy New Year! 新年明けましておめでとうござ
います！And Happy Year of the Dragon! It’s 2012, and I
have a feeling it’s going to be a great year, filled with
huge blessings for everyone.
December 30th was our 20th Mochi Pounding! It was
a great success with many helpers in all age ranges—
from babies to the elderly. It would not have been
possible without the help of everyone and the blessings
and guidance of our Divine Parent, Tenchi Kane no
Kami, Konko Daijin’s divine spirit, and our guardian
Mitama Spirits.
The very first mochi pounding was held on
December 30, 1992. And ever since then, we have been
continuing the tradition till today. Our prototype usu
(mortar) was a galvanized steel trashcan with a stainless
steel kitchen bowl stabilized with cement. As the years
passed by, my father invented the stainless steel usu,
which was custom made by a professional welder. We
now have three of them and many hand-made
mallets; the heaviest one being the guava wood
mallet. We had about 54 helpers this year. The
thing that was different this year was the
surprising number of children that came. They
did an amazing job—from pounding, to shaping
the mochi. Every year, we can see the mochi
pounding to be more prosperous than the last.
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your help!
New Years means we have to write our New Year’s
Resolutions. Were you able to meet your goals in 2011?
This is a whole new year, and I am sure you have goals
for this year too. Please write your New Year’s
Resolution on the paper that I have attached for you.
For some reason, the goals that we write out tend to
become true. Put it up where you can see it every day.
See for yourself if they come true. They did for me .
As with every year, I like to share a New Year’s
teaching for you by the Founder, Konko Daijin, “For
faith, daily renewal is most important. Live each day
with the same happy heart you have on New Year’s Day.
When the sun sets, think that it is the last day of the year.
When the sun rises, think that it is New Year’s Day. If
you are happy every day, there will be no discord in the
family” (Gorikai III, Konko Kyoso Gorikai 35). Come to
think of it, aren’t we a little more careful with our words
and actions on New Year’s Day? We try to avoid
arguments at all costs, saying that fighting on New
Year’s will jinx the whole year into a bad year. But like
our Founder mentioned, if we can keep that same

peaceful and careful heart like we have on New Year’s
Day, every day, there really would be no fighting. And
if everyone can become like this, this world would be a
very peaceful world.
New Year’s is one of the most important holidays of
the year in Japan. There are special dishes that are
served for this day—like kuromame, kinton, ebi, renkon,
kazunoko, and ozoni. With each dish symbolizing good
health, wealth, energy, prosperity and longevity.
Families gather together on New Year’s and enjoy each
other’s company, while eating these traditional foods.
Celebrations act like fertilizer for an individual to
thrive. My father always states in his sermons, “When a
baby is born, we exchange congratulatory greetings and
appreciation. On birthdays we celebrate that individual
and express words of congratulations. When kids get
good grades in school, sometimes they are
congratulated by their parents. When people graduate
from school, we celebrate their achievements. When a
couple gets married, we celebrate and extend words of
congratulations as well.” When people die of old
age and they have had a successful life, their
funeral is also a time to celebrate their life. This
endless cycle of celebrations and appreciation
acts as a motivator. What would happen if
people did not celebrate our achievements
anymore? –the motivator would be gone, and
we would probably not have the drive to do
much in life. I think we would be emotionally dead.
The same can be applied to organizations as well. The
successful organizations and companies celebrate their
existence every year, every 5 years or every 10 years by
holding anniversaries. And it all goes back to the days
when they first started. Celebrating New Year’s with
family and friends acts as a motivator to go through a
whole year successfully by supporting each other.
Throughout this year, our church will be holding its
many events and services. We hope you can be a part of
them. Whoever reads this, you are more than welcome
to join us for our church New Year’s Party on Sunday,
January 22. We will have our Monthly Memorial
Service at 10:00 a.m., then our general meeting will
follow. Afterwards, we will have lunch—and then our
party till 2:30 p.m. Bring a $3.00 grab bag per person.
We will whack the piñata, play some games, do BINGO,
draw the PICASSO Dragon and have a nice hot bowl of
Zenzai. Lets enjoy these good times together.
Thank you for reading till the end. I pray you have
an awesome year in 2012!
Sincerely, Edna Yano

