
WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
*All services will be streamed on Facebook Live 

February 2021 
1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭  

5 Fri -KMH Zoom conference 2021 skype mtg. (5pm) 
7 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am).  *Share Okage   

13 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 
 -KMH General Mtg (1:30 pm-4 pm) Online meeting 
14 Sun -Monthly Svc. for the Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin 

  (9 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭  *Share Okage  

 -Happy Valentine’s Day! 
19 Fri -KMH CEOC Mtg on ZOOM @5pm 
20 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)  

21 Sun -Monthly Mem. Svc. (10 am) 月例霊祭 *Share Okage  

26 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)  
 -Mochitsuki anko-ball rolling (1 pm) 
27 Sat -Ehimemaru citrus tree maintenance at Kakaako (9 am) 
28 Sun -Girl’s Day Mochitsuki (8 am) *Only 4.5 batches 
 -No Sunday Service. 
  

March 2021 
1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama  

 (7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭  

3 Wed -Happy Girl’s Day! 
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Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through   

understanding the Founder’s teachings   

and will strive to become a more useful  

person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and  

its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,  

and devotion in everything I do. 

Konko Daijin says… No matter how high your pile of offenses are, 
they can be cleared away through faith.  Kami will clear away the 
offenses and curses accumulated since your ancestors.   
Editor’s thoughts: Notice it says “your pile of offenses can be 
cleared away through faith.” It doesn’t just happen through repenting.  
If we don’t sincerely try to reform or change our behavior, our 
offenses will remain.    

New Year’s Day Service 1/1/2021 

Year of the Ox 2021 
Contributors of the Picasso Ox: Janet Miyasaka, Jane Suwa 

Masumi Furusho, Trisha, Jason, Jayden, Bryce Adkison, Maelani, 

Jamie, Malachi and Jaeden Rego, Revs. Yasuhiro and Reiko 

Yano, Rev. Rodney Yano and Fong Yip, Rev. Edna Matsuoka. 

This year, due to the pandemic, we got people to send in their ox 

body parts as a sketch and Edna completed the picture. 

丑年 

Year of the Ox 2021 

Girl’s Day Mochitsuki 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 
 

Time: 8:00 am mochitsuki begins.  *Pick-up 3:00 pm (We will 
call you if your order is ready for pick-up earlier) 
 

Memo: We will pound pink and green Yomogi mochi with an 
anko bean jelly center.  4 pieces per pack (2 pink and 2 green) 
for $5.00 a package.  All orders need to be placed by Sat., 2/20. 
All proceeds will be donated to Gohonbu Headquarters for their 
main worship hall renovation project.     

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday 

To all the people born in February 

Please continue to receive  

Infinite divine blessings from 
 

Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and 

Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama 

Nancy Ohata・Elima Pangorang・Chad Pangorang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2021 
 

3/14 Sun -Honolulu Church Spring Memorial Service (10 am) 
3/21 Sun -Wahiawa Church Spring Memorial Service (10 am) 
4/4 Sun -Honolulu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
4/11 Sun -Waipahu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (10 am)  
                   And 1-year Mem. Svc for the Late Rev. Mitsuko Yasutake 
4/13 Tue -Wahiawa Church Spring Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm) 
5/2 Sun -Wailuku Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
5/9 Sun -Hilo Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
5/15 Sat -KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church ZOOM 
5/31 Mon -Memorial Day visit to Punchbowl  
7/17 Sat -KMH ZOOM Conference 2021 (1:30 pm-3:30 pm) 
7/25 Sun -Back to School Service (9 am) 
8/1 Sun -KMH Rotary Hanashikai Mtg @HNL Church (10:30 am) 
8/7 Sat -KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church ZOOM 
8/22 Sun -48th Annual Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama  
9/6 Mon -KMH MWSS at Wahiawa Church (10:30 am-3 pm) 
9/19 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 
9/26 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am) 
10/3 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
10/10 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
10/13 Wed -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm) 
10/24 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 

-And 1-year Mem. Svc for the Late Rev. Makio Nagai (Hilo) 
11/4 Thr -Pilgrimage to attend Iwatani Church Centennial  
11/7 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Ceremony (11 am) 
11/14 Sun -International Gathering at Gohonbu thru 11/15 
11/20 Sat -KMH Board Meeting (10:30 am) @HNL Church 
11/28 Sun -24th Mem. Svc for the Late Rev. Kikue Kodama @HNL 
12/11 Sat -KMH Head Minister’s Mtg (10:30 am) @HNL Church 
12/19 Sun -49th Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi (10 am) 
12/26 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am) 
12/30 Thr -30th Annual Mochi Pounding at Wahiawa Church (8 am) 
 

 
*The annual schedule is subject to change depending on the course of the pandemic.  

 
 

 

Color the Ox 

head!  This ox 

head was 

drawn by Mr. 

Jamie Rego.  

The Konko Churches of North 
America MWSS celebrated 

their 30th Missionary 
Women’s Society on ZOOM 

Sun. 1/24/2021 

KCNA MWSS invited Japan 
and Hawaii to join their 30th 

Anniversary event.  24 people 
attended (KCNA 16, KMH: 4, JPN 4) 

Thank you KCNA MWSS! 

Rev. Kanako Takeuchi 
joined with audio.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Osoroshii “Awesome” 

(By Rev. Makio Tanaka: associate minister of Konko Church of Tentō) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On September 30, 2020 I stopped riding my favorite 

motorcycle for good.  What got me to stop riding my bike 
was something that happened 2 years ago on November 17, 
2018.  It was just 6 days after our church (Konko Church of 
Tentō) celebrated its Centennial Anniversary. I was cruising 
on my bike as usual on a path I am all too familiar with.  It’s 
a road I traveled on hundreds of times.  I was at an 
intersection I pass through numerous times.   

Like any other day, I was at the intersection.  Just as 
I proceeded through the green traffic light, there was a car 
that darted past the red light and collided right into me.  I 
do not remember what happened after that.  However, I 
later learned that I hit the right rear passenger side door and 
got slammed to the ground upon impact.  As a result, I got 
whisked away on an ambulance and learned that I sustained 
a hip fracture, left orbital bone fracture, rib fractures and a 
cervical spine injury.  I was in the intensive care unit of the 
hospital for 3 days, and bedbound for a full month with 
strict mobility restrictions.  It dawned on me that I got 
myself involved in a major motor vehicle accident.   

While I was hospitalized, I was in the caring hands 
of many people, medical equipment and many other 
elements.  On December 28, I was able to recover enough 
to be discharged home.  There weren’t any known 
aftereffects from that accident.  I was blessed with a 
miraculous recovery.   

While I was hospitalized, I remembered something 
terrifying, so I would like to share it with you as I write this 
article.  This was something I thought about before 
encountering the accident.  I was cruising on my bike as 
usual, but to tell you the truth, the bike I was riding wasn,’t 
really a bike that I really cared for.  To explain what I mean, 
I did not have enough money to purchase a bike that I really 
wanted, so I was riding a bike that my friend gave to me.  So, 

deep in my heart, I was telling myself secretly, “I want to 
hurry up and ride a brand new bike that I love.”  In that 
careless thought, I was thinking “Hmm, if I could just get 
into an accident, and my life is spared, I can get a brand new 
bike with my insurance policy, and I would be able to share 
this incident as my great okage story.  Yeah, this would be 
totally awesome!” This is what I so stupidly thought. But 
then I forced myself to think “No! No! I mustn’t think like 
that!  It doesn’t matter what kind of bike I have.  I am happy.  
Yes, yes!  Forget my earlier thoughts.”  And I continued on 
my bike tour.  

This is a thought I had in the past, but remembered 
all over again while I was in the hospital.  It sent a chill down 
my spine.  I have never mediated about this thought at the 
Toritsugi Mediation desk to the sensei.  Nor did I ever pray 
about this thought in my regular prayers.  But as I remember 
that lighthearted thought I had—I realized it had all come 
true.  I got into a major accident.  My life was spared.  I had 
no known aftereffects.  My insurance paid for a new bike 
and I was able to pursue my dream of making touring 
around the entire peninsula of Japan.  Furthermore, I was 
able to share this all as an “Okage story of being saved by 
Kami-Sama.”   

That careless thought I had back then was indeed 
answered by Kami-Sama, and that just terrifies me.  Kami-
Sama terrified me through this incident, yet at the same time, 
I felt the extreme love and benevolence of Kami-Sama.  
Kami-Sama grasped my secret intentions and gave me what 
I asked for.  At Tentō Church’s monthly service, I had 
arrogantly shared in my sermons about how “It is important 
to put our faith into practice.”  However, it was I that hadn’t 
been putting faith into practice.  Most likely, my careless 
thoughts have actually been proof of my level of faith.  I 
had not been aware of my thoughts.  However, through all 
of this, I became painfully aware that when my faith 
becomes lax, I can see my true self.  I would like to be the 
kind of person where I can subconsciously “be a person of 
faith,” instead of “someone trying to practice faith.”  
Furthermore, I am excited in the process of figuring out 
how I can return the favor to Kami-Sama for all my prayers 
that have been answered. –The End. 

 
Editor’s Thoughts 

How was that story?  I hope you enjoyed it as much 
as I did.  Have you ever had thoughts that you instantly 
regret and you scold yourself at why such thoughts enter 
your head?  You are not alone.  I do too!  We all do.  And 
that’s why I think this story was so relevant to all of us.  It 
makes you realize that even those thoughts we must not 
have can come true.  People think that you have to pray 
really hard for wishes to become actualized, but Kami-Sama 
knows what’s in our conscious and subconscious thoughts.  
It’s pretty scary if you think about it. Even those thoughts 
that just come up randomly without even thinking can come 
true.  So we must always be mindful of our thoughts.     

                                                        

We are very fortunate to have the opportunity to share this inspiring 

story by the Rev. Makio Tanaka of the Konko Church of Tentō in 

Fukuoka, Japan.  His article appeared in the latest Dougama bi-

annual publication by the Konko Church of Amagi.  Rev. Tanaka’s 

permission has been granted to share this article.   

The Dougama is a compilation of stories and testimonials given by 

past and present spiritual trainees who have all been a part of the 

Amagi Church Ohana.  Dougama means “Same iron pot.”  Meaning, 

all those who have shared a meal from the same pot of rice.”  

Translated by Rev. Edna Matsuoka and Rev. Reiko Yano 



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, 
 How was your January?  I hope you are doing great.  I 
was a little bummed this January since we were not able to hold 
our usual New Year’s Party with potluck, bingo, whacking of the 
piñata and taking turns drawing the Picasso Ox.  However, just 
to have even a spark of fun this year, we decided to have a very 
brief General Meeting after the regular Sunday Service on January 
17th and do a guessing game using Zoom and FaceTime for the 
people who were not able to attend in person.  As for the Picasso 
ox picture, we had people draw out the individual body parts of 
the ox and either text or e-mail them to me so I could put the 
body parts together to create a whole ox.  The end product is the 
brown ox on the first page. I want to thank all the people who 
contributed their artwork for this project.  I think it turned out 
pretty good! 
 On Sunday, January 24, the Konko Churches in North 
America Missionary Women’s Society celebrated their 30th 
Anniversary.  They invited Hawaii and Japan to join in as well.  In 
total, there were 24 missionary women (16 from KCNA, 4 from 
KMH and 4 from Japan).  It was great to see 
everyone using ZOOM.  People who joined 
from Japan had to wake up early to join in.   
 Rev. Seiko Konko (Honolulu), 
Rev. Yoshie Nagai (Hilo), Rev. Reiko 
Yano and I (Wahiawa) were able to join 
from Hawaii.  I was especially happy that 
my sister-in-law, Fong Yip was able to join 
in as well.  This came about as an interesting 
happening.  I call it Fong’s Force Awakens.  On December 29th 
last year, my brother David sensei, my husband, Clayton and I 
were rolling anko-balls for the mochi pounding event.  I received 
a text from my sister in law saying: 

 

“Omg!!!! Something really strange happened to me around 15 
minutes ago.  I was cooking dumplings and something just 
hit me.  I am now a Konko member and that I suddenly want 
to attend the minister wives zoom call.  I know I rejected the 
zoom call earlier.  Your mom may have said a very strong 
prayer.  I know I have a strong mind and I’ve been an atheist 
my whole life.  Your mom truly has the Force and her Force 
came to me when I was cooking dumplings!!!! I was focused 
on cooking dumplings and it just hit me out of nowhere.  For 
realz!!!! I’m not sure if it’s the pandemic or what!!!”  

   

I thought she was kidding at first.  And when she said something  
hit her, I thought something physically came to hit her, like a 
ghost or something.  I later talked to her over the phone to get 
clarification of what happened.  She said it was like a big force of 
energy came and struck her spirit, and it happened twice.  The 
first strike came and she declared that she is now a Konko 
Member.  The second strike came seconds later and just like a 
revelation or something, she said she has to attend that MWSS 
Zoom conference on January 24.  When she told me of her Force 
Awakening, she said she was still very confused at what just 
happened and was still trying to process it all.  She also said that 
she will never look at dumplings the same again.   
 I was really happy for her, and I was also happy for my 
brother Rodney sensei at the same time.  It’s hard to convert 
our spouses to our religion.  They have their own ideologies and 
we can’t force our beliefs on to them.  This has been a challenge 
for both of us.  But ultimately it’s up to us to show Konkokyo 

through our words and actions.  Then the faith can be transferred 
through to the people we interact with through osmosis.  We 
knew Fong was atheist, and we were all accepting of that.  But 
for her to text us and suddenly declare that she is now Konko 
was a big surprise for all of us.   
 Interestingly, when Fong told me that she thinks it was 
my mom’s strong prayer that made this happen, I did not feel the 
same way.  Instead, I told her that this must be the strong prayer 
of the Late Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda, who founded the Konko 
Church of San Francisco that made this happen.  

As of December 12, 2020, by brother, Rev. Rodney 
Yano received the title of Assistant Head Minister of the Konko 
Church of San Francisco by the Rev. Heiki Konko (5th Spiritual 
Head of Konkokyo).  This is a role of heavy responsibility.  
Receiving this role, I knew my brother must need all the support 
he can get.  And if his wife, Fong can declare that she is Konko, 
it would really help Rodney sensei a great deal.  It would be like 
another huge spiritual pillar of support to him.  And I knew that 
Rodney sensei would be extremely happy with this news.   

I told my mom about Fong’s Force Awakening and 
asked if something like that happens to other 
people.  I told my mom that Fong thinks it’s 
her prayers that led her to have that 
awakening.  But guess what mom said, “No, 
it wasn’t my prayers.  It was the strong prayers 
of the Late Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda of the 
Konko Church of San Francisco.  His 
Mitama spirit is what made that happen.”  I 
was so shocked because that’s exactly what I 

told Fong earlier!   
My mom said to me several years ago, “Fong may not 

be aware of the nature of the Konko faith yet, but she is a very 
intelligent and wholesome person, so once she gets it, there will 
be no end to the blessings she will receive, so I am looking 
forward to the time when she will realize Konko within her heart.” 
She also said, “The same is true for your husband, Clayton.  
When he begins to understand Konko, he will be able to receive 
tremendous divine blessings.  In fact, he is already receiving them.  
But Kazuko, you have to be a good example of a Konko believer.  
Then, people around you will naturally begin to understand the 
faith.”   

I was texting Fong and explained that Konko is very 
much like Star Wars.  Kami-Sama is the Force.  And Konko 
Daijin is Yoda.  Konko Daijin has direct ties with The Force and 
he understands the true nature of it.  So if we follow what Konko 
Daijin says, we will be able to live life with more meaning and 
understanding. I also explained this to my husband, Clayton and 
he said, “Hmm, so who is Darth Vader then?”  And I said “Darth 
Vader is the negative heart that anybody is capable of holding, 
and there are no limits to how dark we can all become; but we 
must go towards the light instead, the Konko (Golden Light) so 
we can live a happier life.”  I am very excited to see what Kami-
Sama has in store for my sister-in-law, Fong and for my husband, 
Clayton, and for all the Konko followers as well.  Thank you for 
reading. 

Our Headquarters Church in Japan is in need of financial 
assistance to renovate their Main Worship Hall.  We will have a 
Girl’s Day Mochi pounding Sun., 2/28.  All proceeds will go to 
the Headquarters Church.  Let’s give our support!  Have a great 
month in February!  Happy Valentine’s Day!  

      Sincerely,  Edna 


