
Ganjitsu-sai/Hatsumode  
New Year’s Day Service!! 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 @9:00 am  
 

Let’s start this coming  
New Year on the right  
track by joining this  
service as a family.   
Let’s pray for a safe year in 2026!  
Join us for a hot bowl of Ozoni mochi soup! 

New Year’s Mochi Pounding 
Date:  Tuesday, December 30, 2025 

Time: Pounding @ 8:00 am till we are done 

 We will call you when your order is ready  

 (Around 4 pm) 

Memo: Mochi orders are  

limited.  The first 150 pounds  

will be accepted.  All orders  

and payment must be made  

by December 18th (whichever  

comes first.  If the first 150 lbs 

have been ordered, further  

orders will be closed) 
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Wahiawa Konko Mission

Children’s Newsletter

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE 
 

December 2025 

1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama   

 天地金乃神様 月例祭  (7:30 pm) 

3 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm) 

5 Fri -Japanese Program at St. Francis (10:30 am) 

6 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am) 

7 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9am)  

 *Okage sharing 生神金光大神様 月例祭 
8 Mon -Prayer for Mr. Tatsuyuki Kataoka and Ocean Safety   

 @Waimea (6:30 am leave) 

10 Wed -KMH CEOC Committee Mtg on ZOOM (9 am) 

13 Sat -JCCH Mochitsuki demo (10 am-1 pm) *Arrive 8:30 am 

14 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) 

17 Wed -KMH Kyoten Study Group on ZOOM (5 pm) 

19 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am) 

21 Sun -53rd Memorial Svc. Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi and 

  Monthly Memorial Service (10 am) *Naorai lunch 

 -Discuss mochitsuki orders and end of year evaluations 

26 Fri -Mochitsuki at Prince Waikiki (10 am) *Arrive 8:30 am  

27 Sat -Ehimemaru Memorial citrus tree maintenance (9 am) 

 -Church clean-up (1 pm) 

28 Sun -End of the Year Service 越年祭 (9 am) *Okage sharing  

29 Mon -Mochitsuki prep anko ball rolling (1 pm) 

30 Tue -34th Annual Mochi Pounding 20 batches (8 am)  

31 Wed -Church clean-up (9 am) New Year’s Eve 
 

January 2026 

1 Thr -Ganjitsu-sai New Year’s Day Ceremony 元日祭 (9 am) 

 *Enjoy a hot bowl of Ozoni mochi soup and osechi cuisine! 

3 Sat -Mochitsuki at Ritz Carlton (10 am) *Arrive 8:30 am  

Sunday School Oath 
 

I will advance my faith through understanding 

the Founder’s teachings and will strive to 

become a more useful person to society. 
 

Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its basic 

principles are courtesy, kindness, and devotion  

in everything I do. 

Konko teaching: Food becomes medicine or poison depending on 
your heart (GIII Shinkun 2-14) 
 

Editor’s Thoughts: I see a lot of people basically cursing their food right 
before they eat it. They’ll say things like, “I can’t believe I’m eating all this 
junk food,” or “I’m going to get diabetes,” while shoving cookies into their 
mouth. Others say, “I’m totally getting a stomachache after this.” And if you 
think about it, talking like that is really bad for you.  That’s why, in our faith 
practice, we say a grace before meals—or even just say “Itadakimasu,” which 
means “I shall partake of this food.” When we do that, no matter what 
religion or background we come from, it’s like we’re sprinkling an invisible 
furikake of blessings over our meal. It helps our bodies get ready to accept the 
food we’re about to eat.  A prayer before eating also reminds us that all food 
comes from the blessings of the Universe and from the hands and energy of 
many people—from the ones who grew it, to the ones who cooked it, to the 
ones who brought it to our table. Our thoughts matter. They can turn what 
we’re about to eat into medicine that supports us—or into poison that harms 
us. 

 

http://www.konkowahiawa.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th International Yatsunami Gathering hosted by the Konko 
Missions in Hawaii 11/15/2025 on ZOOM.  This gathering 

was held to celebrate the 166th Birthday of Konkokyo.   

Reiko Sensei and Edna Sensei both sang on the mobile yagura during the 
Veteran’s Day Parade in Wahiawa with the Wahiawa Ryusenji Yagura Gumi 

Rodney Sensei and his wife, Fong, visited Hawaiʻi this 

Thanksgiving. We held an ash-scattering ceremony in Haleʻiwa 
to honor and remember Fong’s father, who recently passed away. 



Editor’s Note 
Dear Reader, 

I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving! My 
brother, Rodney Sensei, and his wife, Fong, visited this year. 
Since all of my relatives live in Japan, being able to gather as 
a family means so much to me. I am grateful to Kami-Sama 
for everyone’s good health—because truly, good health is 
the foundation of everything. 

As we flip through the news channels, we also found 
ourselves talking about how exciting this season has 
been for the Dodgers—repeating as World Series 
champions, powered by MVP Yoshinobu Yamamoto 
and Will Smith’s unforgettable home run. Amazing, 
right? And even UH Warriors football has become 
surprisingly exciting this year, thanks to their 
sensational kicker, many of you already know: 
Kansei Matsuzawa. He’s so humble and low-
key. He literally taught himself how to kick field 
goals by watching YouTube videos, then 
practiced with unyielding dedication. Now he even wears 

his jersey with the kanji for his surname, 松澤—how cool 

is that? 
I never used to care much for football, but Matsuzawa 

has made me feel genuinely proud of the UH Warriors. 
Watching the games has never been this exciting! 

All of this got me thinking about something that has 
been a mystery to me for a long time…Why are so many 
Japanese people able to refine things to perfection? Why do they become 
champions in so many areas? Is it in their DNA? 

So I asked my mom one morning over 
breakfast. She said, “Of course—it’s because 

Japanese people learn and practice the ‘Dō道’ 

(the Way) from a very young age, like Ka-dō, 
Sa-dō, Sho-dō, Jū-dō—they practice the way.” 

That really clicked for me. In Japan, 
students are encouraged to study a traditional 
art or martial art—Jūdō, Karate-dō, Sadō (tea 
ceremony), Kadō (flower arranging), Kyūdō 
(archery), Shodō (calligraphy), Aikidō, Nihon-
buyō (Japanese folk dancing), and so on. These 
practices build a person’s inner core—
spiritually, mentally, physically, and emotionally. And when 
those young people grow up, whatever path they take in life 
seems to go more smoothly because their internal 
foundation is strong. 

There’s actually a new Kyūdōjō in Kaimuki that I found 
really interesting. It’s a bit too far from Central Oahu, but if 
there were one nearby, I’d totally love to learn Kyūdō, 
Japanese archery. What’s beautiful about Kyūdō is that the 
target isn’t an enemy or animal—it’s more like a mirror. 
Your opponent is yourself. When your mind, body, and 
spirit are aligned, the arrow naturally finds the target. I 
thought that was so deep. 

That reminded me of a black-belt sensei who sometimes 
visits our karate dōjō. I admit, he scares me a bit! But he 

once told me something I’ll never forget: it’s hard to explain 
what we’re truly meant to gain from karate, but if your 
energy—your chi or ki—is in proper alignment, even a small 
five-foot-tall woman can topple a six-foot-tall man. Those 
words really stuck with me. But he also said that it takes 
steady, sincere practice to reach that level. 

In Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda’s book Live with Faith (SF 
Church), he talks about sincerity in the very first chapter. He 

says sincerity is the essence of our faith practice. It 
shows in the way we walk, talk, and smile. With 
wholehearted sincerity, our faith naturally shines 
through our actions—even when we don’t speak 

about it. 
That’s the kind of person I want to become. 

Someone whose faith quietly shows through 
everything I do. 

My mom said that athletes like Shōhei Ōtani 
and Yoshinobu Yamamoto are basically 
practicing Baseball-do. They treat baseball like a 

martial art, putting their sincerity into their actions. They 
don’t spit or litter. Shōhei Ōtani is even known for discreetly 
picking up trash and putting it in his pocket. They’re humble, 
caring, and respectful to everyone—even the waterboys. 

When I thought about all this, I realized I have a long 
way to go in my own faith practice. But instead of feeling 
discouraged, it inspired me. I felt grateful that the big mystery 

was finally solved—it’s all in the Dō 道. 

As 2025 comes to a close, I just want to take a moment 
to say thank you. This year brought its share of challenges 

and blessings, but through it all, we’ve learned, 
laughed, and grown together. 

One thing that keeps coming to mind is 
how important it is to do the small things with 
great love. Whether it’s helping someone, 
offering a kind word, or just showing up 
sincerely—it all matters. Every small act done 
with a true heart becomes part of something 
much bigger. 

That’s what the “Dō,” or the Way, really 
means to me—living each day with sincerity and 
care in everything we do. 

Next year, 2026, will be such a special one as we celebrate 
Konko Missions in Hawaii’s 100th anniversary! I’m really 
looking forward to this milestone and to walking together 
into a new chapter filled with gratitude, hope, and joy. 

Let’s keep doing our best each day, with great love and 
sincerity in every small thing we do. Our Mochitsuki season 
will be in full swing this month and into January. This year 
marks our 34th Annual Mochitsuki, and we could never 
have come this far without everyone’s support and Kami-
Sama’s generous blessings. May this cherished tradition 
continue for many years to come.  Thank you, 2025—here’s 
to an amazing 2026 ahead! Next year is the Year of the 
Horse, and I wish all of you a joyful and heartwarming 
holiday season!    Aloha, Edna 


