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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
*All services will be conducted via Facebook Live due to COVID-19

December 2020
1 Tue -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama (9 am)
天地金乃神様

5 Sat
6 Sun
7 Mon
12 Sat
13 Sun

月例祭 *Okage sharing

-KMH Head Minister’s Meeting via ZOOM (10:30 am)
-Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing
-Prayer for Mr. Tatsuyuki Kataoka @Waimea (6:30 am leave)
-Church clean-up (9 am)
-Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9am)
*Okage sharing 生神金光大神様

月例祭

19 Sat -Church clean-up
20 Sun -48th Memorial Svc. Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi &
Monthly Memorial Service (10 am) *No Naorai lunch
25 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
26 Sat -Ehimemaru Memorial citrus tree maintenance (9 am)
27 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am) *Okage sharing
30 Wed -29th Annual Mochi Pounding (8 am) *Facebook Live
31 Thr -Church clean-up (9 am)
January 2021
1 Fri -Ganjitsu-sai New Year’s Day Ceremony 元日祭 (9 am)
3 Sun

Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through understanding
the Founder’s teachings and will strive to become
a more useful person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its basic
principles are courtesy, kindness, and devotion
in everything I do.

48th Memorial Service for the
Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi
Date: Sunday, December 20, 2020 @10:00 a.m.
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Let’s honor, appreciate and
remember the Founder of the
Wahiawa Church by joining this
important service in-person or on-line.
Naorai lunch will not follow after the
Service due to the pandemic.

*No osechi cuisine this year due to COVID-19
-Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing

End of the Year Service
The very first ZOOM House
Blessing was held on Monday,
November 23, 2020 for Mr. &
Mrs. Jason and Kary Morihara
Davy and Ohana who recently
purchased a house in Colorado! We
wish their family continuous divine
blessings and divine protection.

Ganjitsu-sai/Hatsumode New Year’s Day Service!!
Friday, January 1, 2021 @9:00 am on Facebook Livestream

Let’s start this coming New Year on the right track by
joining this service as a family. Let’s pray for a safe year
in 2021! We apologize that we will not
be able to serve our traditional osechi
cuisine due to COVID-19 tier 2
precautions. Join us via in-person
or online!

Date: Sunday, December 27, 2020 @ 9:00 am
Memo: Despite the unusual circumstances that have
occurred this year due to the pandemic, it is important to
forward our heartfelt gratitude to Kami-Sama and Konko
Daijin for allowing the end of the year to arrive. Let’s
also pray for a good year in 2021. We will continue to
Livestream our service on Facebook. But if you would
still like to join the service in person, you are more than
welcome to. Please wear face mask and wash your hands
before entering the worship hall.

New Year’s Mochi Pounding
Date: Wednesday, December 30, 2020
Time: Pounding @ 8:00 am on Facebook live
Memo: We are unable to take public mochi orders this
year due to the pandemic. Please follow our Mochitsuki
online on Facebook Live! Watch and learn the
process of Mochitsuki. Mahalo for
all these years you have helped
us for our Mochi Marathons! We
pray that we will be able to have
our mochitsuki with many people
participating when the pandemic ends.

161st Anniversary since the Beginning of Konkokyo
International Gathering held on ZOOM on Nov. 13, 2020

Autumn Garage Sale held on November 7th was a great
success. Thank you for your many donations of goods
and your help for the garage sale. We raised $893.80!

Message by Clayton Matsuoka

This year was both interesting
and very difficult at the same
time. My okage for this year is
gratitude towards the fact that my
family has been healthy through
this pandemic. I hope that this
continues as we make our way
through this pandemic safely.

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in the month of December!
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Nicholas Furusho
Chad Hiromasa
Aaliyah Perreira
Kiana Yamamoto

Message by Alex Furusho

Kimberly Suwa
Fong Yip
Delilah Crosby
Bruce Yamamoto

Although COVID-19 has made a huge
impact in my life, I am still thankful of
this past year. I have learned many new
things and picked up beneficial habits
such as better time management and
getting into cars and fashion. I have
started to find my strong and weak
points and found out what I'm truly
passionate about. Before I would
never really worry about my time
management and it was starting to
really take a toll on my grades and
personal life. Now that COVID-19 hit,
I needed to get myself together
because everything was more on me. I
had to plan out work, school, and still
make time for myself. I also was never
into fashion before but now it lets me
express myself and also teaches me
how to present myself when I really
want to. Overall to me, this was a huge
year of self-improvement and growth,
so I am thankful even out of such a
horrible pandemic.

Okage messages in conclusion of the year 2020

Pictures (L&R): Janet’s family. Janet took both pictures.

Message by Janet Miyasaka
This year has been different for all of us. I’m thankful that I could spend more time with my dad, though to him it’s
probably more like me “bugging” him to keep busy, eat timely and reminding him to change his hearing aid battery.
Thankful that so far everyone I know has not gotten sick or with COVID. Thankful that I’m still working, though remotely
from home can be challenging at times. I’m thankful that the weather is getting cooler which can make one feel more in a
holiday mood. I am hopeful that our resources and possible house property issue will be resolved successfully for us to
reduce any upcoming stress and uncertainty. Thankful to family, friends (co-workers, church members) and Konko Sama
for being there.
Message by Jane Suwa (Left) and Trisha Adkison (Right):

20th Wedding Anniversary for Jason & Trisha Adkison held on June 28, 2020

Thank you Konko-Sama for continuing to protect all of
us from the Coronavirus Pandemic and keeping us safe
and in good health. Thank you for all the blessings we
all have been receiving, not only for this year, but for all
the previous years.
Thank you Konko-Sama for bringing all our families
together during this pandemic and teaching us to step
back and reflect on what are the most important things
we should be thankful for in our lives. I pray each day
for everyone’s good health and safety in these trying
times and hope there will be a vaccine soon that will
protect everybody from this deadly virus. Thank you to
the Reverend Yano and family for your continued
prayers for all of us and having the services on
Facebook each week. Arigato Gozaimasu! -Jane Suwa

Despite the global pandemic, this year has been full of
blessings. Jason got selected to take command of a unit in
Hawaii, which means that he will be here with us for two
years. We were able to invite some of our family and friends
to his first Change of Responsibility ceremony. We were able
to renew our vows on a milestone anniversary at the
Wahiawa church, where we got married 20 years ago. Jason
got to go to Okinawa for work and was able to surprise his
parents and spend some quality time with them. Jayden and
Bryce transitioned to online learning without any difficulty. I
was able to start a good, stable job in the midst of the
pandemic. My cousin is able to take Jayden to and from
practice twice a week, which also allows her kids to get to
know my kids better. We also receive smaller blessings every
day.
A few months ago, I said that Konkokyo is my true okage.
And that still stands true. Faith and gratitude guide my
decisions and no matter what happens in life, I find great
peace in knowing that everything will work out as it should.
If things don't go as I planned, it's ok because that is Kami
Sama lining up something else. As stubborn as I am,
sometimes I need a little push in the right direction Lol! I try
to instill this way of thinking in my kids as it was instilled in
me. As they begin to venture out into the world, I hope they
bring Konkokyo with them wherever they go so they never
feel alone or scared. –Trisha Adkison

Editor’s Note
Dear Readers, I hope this December children’s newsletter finds
you in peace and happiness. I also hope you had a wonderful
Thanksgiving. Gatherings have to remain small to prevent
further spread of COVID-19. Despite that, I trust you were able
to enjoy this holiday in your own special way. We were happy to
have Rodney Sensei and his wife Fong join us for Thanksgiving
this year. I am truly grateful
for my family. I hope this
year is ending well for you
amidst all the things that
have happened this year.
In looking back in our
year 2020, I want to
remember our church’s 80th
Anniversary that was held
on March 15th.
From
several months leading up
to the day of the
anniversary, we were busy
painting the church, re-carpeting the worship hall and preparing
for the anniversary in many ways—like weekly hula practices and
making the publication booklet. Then gradually, there was news
coming in of a new coronavirus that was spreading throughout
the world.
Hoping and praying that the pandemic was not going to
cancel our church 80th Anniversary, we prayed very intently to
Kami-Sama even more. I will never forget Kami-Sama’s great
blessings for being able to hold our celebration as scheduled and
how everything got shut down and flights got restricted soon
after. Had it been a week later, this celebration would not have
been possible.
The flight restrictions due to the pandemic enabled my
brother Rodney Sensei to stay more than a month longer in
Hawaii to spend time with family and help out with our church.
We were so grateful and happy this extra time that Kami-Sama
gave us to spend time with Rodney Sensei.
This is also a special year that my oldest brother, David
Sensei came back to our family in Wahiawa Church after being
MIA (missing in action) for several years. This was a
tremendous blessing for us. Now he is staying at the church and
helping out my parents and the church while going to work.
Kami-Sama works in mysterious, wondrous and unusual ways.
In May, there was the death of George Floyd due to police
brutality, and the subsequent protests and violent lootings that
happened throughout America in the “Black Lives Matter”
movement back in May—which prevailed throughout the year.
To further make matters worse, there were the
uncontrollable wild fires that ravaged the west coast of North
America which lasted months. And the super hurricanes and
typhoons that made landfall to various places throughout the
world. These tropical cyclones are getting bigger and bigger
every year due to the ever-changing climate.
Many people we knew departed this year, like Rev. Mitsuko
Yasutake of Waipahu Church, who passed away on May 1, 2020.
On August 3, 2020, Mrs. Emmy Pangorang who is the mother
of our childhood friends had passed away. Then on September
13, 2020, the head minister of the Konko Church of Hilo, the

Rev. Makio Nagai passed away at his home. Several other
people we knew had also passed away. It was a year of many
deaths. In blessedness we are born into this world. And in
blessedness we are allowed to live from day to day. And
although it may be difficult to accept death, death also takes
place in the blessedness of Kami-Sama’s workings. All these
people who have passed away have lived blessed lives in their
own ways and their
memories remain in our
hearts forever. The most
unusual circumstance for
this year was the fact that
we were not able to gather
to pay our final respects
for these people in large
funerals which we are all
used to attending.
Then there was the
presidential election that
lasted longer than ever,
giving people anxiety, but ending on a positive note.
It was the year where essential workers got over-worked.
But also a year with the highest number of people losing their
jobs in modern history.
This was the year of new norms of social distancing,
wearing face masks, frequent hand washing/sanitizing,
ZOOM dinner meetings, working from home and home
schooling, and no large gatherings. The pandemic made our
church initiate and continue our services on Facebook Live,
which was uncharted territory for us. ZOOM on the other
hand, gave us new opportunity to see people throughout the
world in real time, and this was a refreshing experience for us.
Because of this pandemic, more churches have gone to online
streaming, and the teachings of Konkokyo have been
spreading on an accelerated rate.
It’s a year in which a common sneeze gets you suspicious
stares instead of the usual “bless you!”
Regardless of all of this, Kami-Sama has still been there
for us, providing blessings daily. In big ways and small, KamiSama has shown us what true blessings are. And so I would
really like to thank Kami-Sama and Konko-Sama for
everything. We have come to the point in time when this year
has reached its last month before coming to a close. All of it
is in blessedness.
Let’s continue to pray for people who have been affected
by this pandemic. Let us continue to have faith in Kami-Sama
and Konko-Sama.
On Mon. 12/30, we’ll hold our 29th Annual Mochitsuki
at our church from 8 am. We will live stream it due to the
pandemic. We will only be pounding 50 pounds as a family.
We pray that we will be able to hold our Marathon-style
Mochitsuki again soon when the pandemic is over.
Thank you for everything, 2020! It has been a roller
coaster of a year, but we survived through Kami-Sama’s
divine blessings! Wishing you a safe and Happy Holiday
Season! Looking forward to a great year in 2021! Next year
is the Year of the Oxen!
Aloha, Edna

