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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
December 2019
1 Sun -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(9 am) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
-80th Anniversary planning meeting till 11:30 am
-Hula practice (11:30 am-12)
-KMH/KCNA Joint Conference Mtg @HNL (4 pm)
6 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
7 Sat -Prayer for Mr. Tatsuyuki Kataoka @Waimea (6:30 am leave)
8 Sun -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9am)
*Share Okage (till 11 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭
13 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa General
Hospital LTCF (10 am-10:45 am)
-Chorus Group End of Year Party @ Toma’s Karaoke
(1 pm). *Meet at HNL Church at 12:15 p.m. for prayer.
14 Sat -Late Mrs. Chieno Hirota’s 10th Year Memorial Svc (10 am)
15 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage Sharing till 11 am
*Okage testimonial by Ms. Doreen Hirota
-Hula practice 11:15-11:45 am
20 Fri -Church clean-up (9 am)
21 Sat -JCCH Mochitsuki Demo (10 am) *1 batch
22 Sun -47th Memorial Svc. Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi (10 am)
*Naorai lunch will follow.
26 Thr -Mochitsuki Demo at Hilton Waikiki Beach (5 pm)
27 Fri -Mochitsuki Demo at Hawaii Prince Hotel (10 am)
28 Sat -Church clean-up (9 am)
29 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am)
-Prep for Mochitsuki *Roll anko balls, wash rice (1 pm)
30 Mon -28th Annual Mochi Pounding (8 am)
31 Tue -Church clean-up (9 am)
January 2020
1 Wed -Ganjitsu-sai New Year’s Day Ceremony 元日祭 (9 am)
3 Fri -Mochi pounding at Ritz Carlton Waikiki Hotel (10-11 am)
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing (till 11 am)
19 Sun -Monthly Memorial Svc and General Meeting + New Year’s
Party (10 a.m. Service) *Luncheon. Bring $3 grab-bag

Ganjitsu-sai/Hatsumode
New Year’s Day Service!!

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 @9:00 am
Let’s start this New Year on the right track by
coming to this service as a family. Let’s pray
for a safe year in 2020! *Traditional New Year’s
cuisine will be served after the service.

Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through understanding
the Founder’s teachings and will strive to become
a more useful person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and its basic
principles are courtesy, kindness, and devotion
in everything I do.

47th Memorial Service for the
Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi
Date: Sunday, December 22, 2019 @10:00 a.m.
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Let’s honor, appreciate and
remember the Founder of the
Wahiawa Church by attending this
important service.
Rev. Haruko Takahashi has
laid down the foundations of this
church. All is invited. Naorai lunch
will follow.

New Year’s Mochi Pounding
Date: Monday, December 30, 2019
Time: Prep @ 7:30 am. Pounding @ 8:00 am.
Mochi pick-up time is from 3 pm-6 pm
Memo: Big Help needed!!
People to pound, fire-watch,
cut the mochi, mochi shapers,
and packers. Bring your family
and friends. Lunch provided
to helpers. Your help is greatly appreciated.
Mahalo nui in advance!! ALL mochi orders due
by Fri. 12/20. If you have cardboard juice trays,
please bring! Thank you!

160th Anniversary since the Beginning of Konkokyo
At Konkokyo Honbu Headquarters November 15, 2019
International Gathering held 11/14-15/19

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in the month of December!
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Nicholas Furusho
Chad Hiromasa
Aaliyah Perreira
Kiana Yamamoto

Kimberly Suwa
Fong Yip
Delilah Crosby
Bruce Yamamoto

Editor’s Note

Dear Reader,
I hope this December children’s newsletter finds you in peace
and happiness. I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are
continuing to receive blessings from Kami-Sama in this point in
time. Pumpkin crunch is my favorite dessert for
Thanksgiving. My husband is the dessert guru of our
household and he made a whole pan of this soul
satisfying treat this year. What is your favorite dish or
dessert for Thanksgiving?
Just last month, we closed the church for a week
to attend the 160th Anniversary of the beginning of
Konkokyo! Yes! It’s been 160 years since the Founder,
Ikigami Konko Daijin accepted the Divine Call to the
Founder and his family, AKA: Rikkyo Shinden
(November 15, 1859). Again, our Founder was an
ordinary farmer, who, through many trials and
tribulations gained trust from Kami-Sama. The
Rikkyo Shinden Divine Call from Kami-Sama asks the
Founder if he can stop farming to help
Kami-Sama save people. Konko Daijin
did just that. Had he not stopped farming,
I would not be here today. This church
would not be here today. And ultimately,
Konkokyo would not exist.
Anyways, it has been 24 years since
the last time we went to Japan as a family,
and closed the church while we were gone.
The last time we went as a family was
when I was 13-years old.
My sister-in-law, Fong was the one
who told my brother, that she really
wanted for our mom and dad to also go
to Japan—that a gut feeling inside of
her said we must all go, so there are no
regrets. Encouraged by this, I wanted
to go, too. I asked my husband Clayton
if he also wanted to join us in this
family trip and happily said yes. So we
all chipped in to help our parents go.
From a financial perspective, a trip to
Japan can become costly, but before
that, the most important factor is the
desire to go. If you have the will,
Kami-Sama will open the way to make
it happen.
Thankfully, we all made it safely to
Japan on separate flights. We all met at
the Headquarters.
There was a
Konkokyo International Gathering
held on November 14th, which my parents and my brother and
sister-in-law were able to join. Clayton and I flew in around 4 p.m.
and we made it to the Headquarters around 8:30 p.m. We were
quite pooped, but excited to see all the familiar faces. We hit the
sack by 11 p.m. so we can wake up at 3 a.m.
3 a.m.!? You must think we are crazy. The Successive Spiritual
Heads have proceeded to the main worship hall at 3:45 a.m. every
morning for 3 generations, since April 1925. It was easier than I
had thought to wake up so early that morning—probably because
my circadian rhythm was still in Hawaii time (6 am). My husband

was apprehensive that he would be able to wake up. But I said
to him that I will pull him out of the futon and drag him to the
procession no matter what. Hahaha! Thankfully he had no
problem. I told him it’s ok to doze off in the main worship hall
during the silent prayer. It’s hard not too, especially when the
hall is so nice and cozy—and outdoors was super cold,
like in the mid-40s.
The morning prayer ended around 5 a.m. After
the morning prayer, we walked up to the Okutsuki
(Founder’s tomb) to offer prayers. We went up
Yuuzaki Hill to offer prayers to the successive KonkoSamas and their family.
The Konkokyo Gakuin Seminary was near the end
of the trail, so I had my family take a glimpse of the
property and dorm.
Gakuin is where all Konko Ministers received
training to become ministers. The dorms were rebuilt
a little over a decade ago. So it’s really nice and new.
Back when I was in the seminary, it was the same
temperature inside the dorm as it was outside during
the cold winter months. The buckets of
water we had in the dorms for fire safety
purposes froze! And there were so many
spaces in between the single-walled
construction of the old dorm, that
centipedes would come in and out of the
dorms and hang out with us frequently.
We always had to shake our kimono
before wearing them every morning
because the centipedes might be hiding
inside. Aside from all that, Gakuin is a
place like no other seminary. You get
to absorb all the spiritual energy of the
Mecca of Konkokyo and learn to
appreciate the simple things in life
while learning how to conduct services.
The 160th Anniversary of
Konkokyo is a once in a lifetime
celebration. Our head minister, Rev.
Yasuhiro Yano was one of the
officiants in the main ceremony. He
was the saishi shidori—an attendant who
hands the main pastoral prayer to Rev.
Hiromichi Konko.
While I was sitting in the main
worship hall during the main ceremony,
I was overwhelmed with the prayers of
the thousands of worshippers that
came to the service. As we recited the
prayers, I literally felt a tsunami of
energy blasting through my flesh and going straight into the
main sacred sanctuary of the worship hall. It was an
unbelievable experience that I would never forget. It felt that if
there was an individual who was sick or had cancer—their illness
would most certainly be blasted away with the power of prayers
during that service. I could feel my heart vibrating by the
massive frequency of energy. You had to have been there in
person to experience this.
Around 20 people from Hawaii were able to attend this
celebration at the Headquarters in Konko Town, Okayama

Prefecture. Around 70 people attended from the Konko Churches
in North America. There were also attendees from Brazil, Korea
and Australia.
Every time I go to Gohonbu Headquarters, I feel re-energized.
I feel it is necessary for me to visit Gohonbu from time to time to
give thanks to the source of my blessedness—Konko Daijin.
On this journey to Japan, we were able
to visit our relatives as well as well as the
graves of my ancestors. I was also able to
see my 90-year-old grandmother, who is
doing excellent! And I met my aunties,
uncles and cousins in Hiroshima, Oita and
Ehime. All of my relatives live in Japan.
So even if it were for a brief moment, to
be able to spend time with my relatives
gave me a good feeling. I am so grateful
for all the generous hospitality and care
our family in Japan forwarded to us.
My uncle, Masami of Oita really
inspired me with his faith. As soon as he
picked us up from the Nakayamaga
Station, he told us all to line up our suit
cases in a single file, alongside the hallway
wall. Then he instructed all of us to wash
our hands as a purification ritual and sit
in front of the household altar to pray and
give thanks for our safe arrival. KamiSama first! It’s true. Every moment in our
life is possible due to the blessings from
Kami-Sama. Putting Kami-Sama first
enhances the experience of living, and
everything will go more smoothly. So, we
all prayed in front of the altar to KamiSama and to the Mitama Altar. (ancestral
altar).
I really enjoyed visiting my
grandmother’s house in Oita. My uncle
cleared much of the brush and some trees
and made a vegetable garden. We got to
pick fresh vegetables and golden ripe yuzu
from the tree and use these ingredients
from the Earth for our meals we had
there. Picking vegetables makes me feel so
happy and connected with the blessings
of Kami-Sama.
In Shikoku, my cousin, Kunihiro
drove us around from 5:30 a.m. when he
picked us up from the pier after our
overnight ferry ride from Beppu. He
took us to see our uncle, Masateru, who is
in the rehab hospital due to a rare medical
condition that paralyzed him from the
waist down. He was in good spirits and it
was nice to see him again. When we go to Shikoku, uncle Masateru
usually drives us up the crazy winding roads of his mikan
(tangerine) farm hill so we can hand pick our own tangerines. I
pray that his condition will resolve and that he will be back on his
feet again.
Our cousin, Kunihiro also drove us to the origin of the
Ehimemaru, Uwajima Fishery High School. It was a surreal

experience. The other anchor of the sunken ship was there—
which paired with the one in Hawaii. My eyes were welling up
with tears when I thought of the crew that perished near the
seas of Hawaii during that shocking submarine accident on
February 9, 2001. Since we belong to the Hawaii Ehime
Kenjinkai, my parents have been going to the Ehimemaru
Memorial in Kakaako every month to
honor the spirits of the deceased and to
clean the memorial and water the mikan
trees near the site. The connection we
have with the Ehimemaru in this sense
gave our visit to the origin so much
meaning. It was as if an invisible line drew
us to the site and as we prayed at the
Memorial at the Uwajima Fishery High
School, I inaudibly whispered to the
memorial, “We are here. Thank you for
allowing us to visit you.” Having visited
there in person made my connection to
their spirits even deeper.
While in Japan, we visited a total of 7
churches (Including Gohonbu)! The
other churches were: Iwatani Church
(My uncle’s church in Hiroshima), Fuchu
Church (Church I went to for 2 weeks of
apprenticeship). Amagi Church (Church
we underwent spiritual training), Hirao
Church (Church my mom attended when
she was a nurse), Tateishi Church
(Church my mom’s family attended),
Kawanoishi Church (Church my dad’s
family attended). My parents were able to
visit the Kasaoka Church during the
International Gathering. Each of these
churches play a big role in the lives of our
family—for us to be where we are at today.
I am thankful that we were all able to
attend the 160th Anniversary of
Konkokyo as a family. I pray that
Konkokyo will be able to continuously
hold anniversaries for years to come. I
look forward to attending the 170th
Anniversary of Konkokyo in 10 years.
Wahiawa Church will be turning 80
on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 10 a.m.
Mark your calendars and RSVP by Sun.
Jan 12! We must have headcount.
Service will be at the church. Due to
limited parking, we ask that sister
churches utilize the shuttle service that
we will be providing. We as a church
would like to thank all of you for being
a part of the Konko Mission of Wahiawa.
On Mon. 12/30, we’ll hold our 28th Annual Mochitsuki at
our church from 8 am. Prep starts from 7:30 am. We will need
lots of help, and manpower! It’s gonna be busy, but very fun.
It’s an event that I look forward to every year. Thank you for
everything, 2019! It has been a great year! Wishing you a Happy
Holiday Season! Looking forward to a great year in 2020! Come
to our New Year’s Day Service @9am! Aloha, Edna

