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207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
December 2013
1 Sun -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(9:00 am) 天地金乃神様 月例祭 *Share Okage till 11 a
-Overview of the December schedule.
7 Sat -Memorial prayer for the late Mr. Tatsuyuki Kataoka
Of Kegoya Church @ Waimea Beach Park (7:30 am).
8 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage stories till 11 am
-Hawaii Theatre Tales of Ancient Japanese, and
Hawaiian Myths and Immigrant Stories (6pm-8:30 pm)
13 Fri -Church clean up (9 am)
14 Sat -KMH minister’s workshop at HNL Church with the
Rev. Shūko Tsuda of Amagasaki Church (10:30 am-2pm)
15 Sun -Monthly Svc. for Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama (9 am)
生神金光大神様 月例祭*Share Okage Stories till 11 am
20 Fri -Chorus group appreciation gathering @Toma’s (1 pm)
*Meet @HNL Church for the prayer at 12 noon.
21 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
22 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service and Late Rev. Haruko
Takahashi’s 41st Memorial Svc. (10 am) 月例霊祭
*Naori lunch will follow
25 Wed -HOLIDAY! Christmas Day
26 Thr -Deadline for New Year’s Mochi Orders!
27 Fri -Monthly Volunteer Activity @WGH (10-10:45 am)
28 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
29 Sun -End of the Year Service (9 am) 越年祭
-Preparation for Mochi pounding after lunch, Anko-ball.
30 Mon-Mochi Pounding (8:30 am) Prep begins at 7:30 am
Pick up mocha starting from 3:00 pm-6:00 pm
January 2014
1 Wed -New Year’s Day Service (9 am) 元日祭
*Ozoni and other New Year’s cuisines will be served
after the service.

New Year’s Mochi Pounding
Date: Monday, December 30, 2013
G
Time: Prep @ 7:30 am. Pounding @ 8:30 am.
Memo: Big Help needed!! People to pound, fire-watch, cut
the mochi, mochi shapers, and packers. Bring your family
and friends. Lunch provided to helpers. Please call 6216667 if you can volunteer your time to help. Mahalo nui in
advance!! All mochi orders due by December 26th. If you
have cardboard juice trays, please bring! Thank you!
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s
41st Memorial Service
Date:
Sunday, December 22, 2013
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Service: Wahiawa Church
Let’s honor, appreciate and
remember the Founder of
the Wahiawa Church by
attending this important
service in time and in person.
Rev. Haruko Takahashi has
laid down the foundations of
this church. Her Mitama spirit
continues to shower us with her love. Let’s
celebrate this 41st Memorial. All is invited.
Naorai lunch will follow.

May your holidays be
merry and bright.
And may you have a
wondrous year in
2014.

Happy Birthday
Marriage Equality Passes in the State of Hawai‘i
Edna Kazuko Yano
Konko Mission of Wahiawa

A Service of Gratitude for Marriage Equality was held at The
Cathedral of St. Andrew, Honolulu on Saturday, November 23, 2014.
The Governor Neil Abercrombie, supportive members from the
legislature and 25+ clergy of the progressive interfaith community
came to gather in prayer, appreciation and healing for the passing of
the marriage equality measure that the Governor signed into law on
November 13, 2013.

To all the people born in December
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Nicholas Furusho
Kimberly Suwa
Aaliyah Perreira
Delilah Perreira
Kiana Yamamoto
Bruce Yamamoto
Ke’ala Takahashi

Many supporters of the marriage equality bill also came to fill the
pews. Beautiful prayers, music and readings echoed throughout the
cathedral, which created a peaceful, healing and humbling atmosphere.
“All are Kami’s children. There is no one that does not belong.” With
this profound teaching in mind, the Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi and
Rev. Edna Kazuko Yano took part in the ceremony to represent the
Shinto Konkokyo faith community.
Hawai’i is now the 15th state in the country to approve marriage
equality to gay and lesbian couples. With the passing of this measure,
Hawaii’s committed same-sex couples will be able to receive the same
protection and benefits that were once only reserved for traditional
marriages beginning on December 2, 2013.

2014 is the year of the Horse!! Mr. Snake
will be back in 12 years. Adios!

This beautiful peony that was offered to Kami-Sama changed color from a deep pink, light pink and a cream color!!

Editor’s Notes
Dear Reader,
The end of the year has finally come. Rewind the tape of
your year in 2013 from January 1st. My, have we come this far in
blessedness. For me, it was like a rollercoaster ride of emotions
in the beginning of the year, for I was engaged to get married in
May, but I completely ended my relationship. It’s a little hard to
believe now that I look back, but I trust this all happened in
blessedness, for the better. My brother Rodney, on the other
hand got engaged with his fiancé, Fong! We are looking forward
to their wedding next year. This year I also went to Japan to
attend the 130th Memorial Anniversary of our Founder, Konko
Daijin with the Hawaii Pilgrimage tour group. I also got to see
Konko Sama. I am grateful that at least part of my New Year’s
Resolution was able to come to past. Also, just this year, the
Marriage Equality Bill (SB1) passed with the signing from the
Governor on November 13, 2013. I am a registered supporter
of Marriage Equality Hawaii and helping to promote people’s
happiness for same-sex couples. I recently attended the Marriage
Equality Appreciation and Healing Ceremony at The Cathedral
of St. Andrews in downtown Honolulu. We were able to take a
picture with the Governor Neil Abercrombie and other
supportive politicians and clergy. And in a way, my Vision-board
I had created back in 2008 is beginning to visualize, one vision at
a time. This time it was Konkokyo’s exposure to the
politics. It came true in 5 years time. My personal
philosophy is that if politics can understand
Konkokyo concepts, the world will definitely change
to the better. I look forward to having all the visions
on my vision-board come true. With every day being
a brand new day, there is much to look forward to
and also to put our best foot forward in all that we do.
I was at work just the other day, and someone asked me
about one quote of many from Miyamoto Musashi, a master
swordsman of Japan that someone had placed on the wall by the
sink. It stated, “You may abandon your own body but you must
preserve your honour.” My co-worker wanted to know it’s
meaning from my perspective. It took me a few seconds, but
reading this quote reminded me of a teaching that the founder,
Konko Daijin stated to someone who came to his Hiromae.
Someone asked Konko Daijin, “They say that after death, one
will either go to hell or heaven. Tell me, where will we actually
end up after death?” Konko Daijin replied, “Since I am still in
training, I do not know what is beyond death. But while you are
living in this world, be at peace every day and follow the right
Way. Then you needn’t worry about what is beyond death” (GII
Unknown, 10).
I have witnessed a few cases of patients on their death bed.
They request for the chaplain to come by to have prayers given to
them, as well as to hear their final confessions of every sin they
have committed throughout their lives. They try to seek
forgiveness from God, so they can be at peace of mind when
they leave this world. Since this is a private confession from the
patient to the chaplain, everyone else leaves the room, including
the nurse. I do not know what kinds of confessions go on.
Some are quite lengthy; others are short.
In connecting the quote from Miyamoto Musashi and Konko
Daijin to this death bed situation, humans have to try to live the
best examples that they possibly can while they are alive. Many
people are fixed in believing that their sins will be cleared and

they could live without guilt, so as long as they confess and
seek forgiveness from God. This is not true in the
Konkokyo way. Everyone is responsible for their actions.
For every evil deed one commits, he/she has to perform 10
rights to prove again that he/she is someone who tries to be
good. This is the way the laws of the Universe works.
Our physical presence is finite. People live on an average
till their 80s or 90s. These 80 or 90 years that they live are
crucial in trying to live a good life. A life that is good to
family, friends, neighbors, strangers, animals, plants and all
living things. Living a good life is a way of preserving your
honor. Once your body disappears, the only things that
remain are memories of you by the people who are still alive.
There are people I know who have passed away. I remember
them for their generosity, kindness, caring thoughts and
actions and heart-warming smile. Unfortunately, there are
also a few people who have passed, and I can only recollect
how cruel they were. Their actions were so negative, that
“negative” is the only word that can describe such people.
Can you imagine the pain that the spirits must feel to be
forever labeled as a negative and unkind person?
Since we are human, we have all committed wrongs in
our lives and we have moments of regret—but if our lives
for the most part were negative, we can only imagine the
damage being done to our own honor. “You may
abandon your body”—may take into consideration that
our body will be gone after a while, but our actions will
forever remain in fame or infamy, regardless if we
confessed for our sinful actions. Preserving your honor
goes way back to your ancestors from tens of thousands
of years ago. When one’s honor is not preserved, the
descendants and relatives of that individual will feel the
ill effects.
On the contrary, if an individual dedicates his/her entire
life to doing good, being appreciative, kind and generous,
they will forever be remembered as such individuals for
generations. Trying to be a genuinely good person is our
lifelong task. It is important to reflect each day not only in
appreciation, but also how we can further improve ourselves.
Our physical bodies will stop growing at one point, but our
spiritual being carries no limit to growth. The founder,
Konko Daijin even stated, “People are the masters of all
living things. After one dies, you will be worshipped as a
kami. Look forward to becoming a kami and practice faith”
(GIII Konko Kyoso Gorikai 44).

The year is not quite done yet as we have a string of
events for this month. We have the late Rev. Haruko
Takahashi’s 41st Memorial Service on Sunday, December 22
at 10:00 a.m. Then we have the End of the Year Service on
Sunday, December 29th at 9:00 a.m. and the event you have
all been waiting for—the annual Mochi Marathon!!! It will be
on Monday, December 30th. Preparations begin at 7:30 a.m.
Pounding will start at 8:30 a.m. Mochi pick-up is from 3pm6pm. We will be rolling anko-balls on Sunday, December
29th after lunch. Your help is greatly appreciated for both
days.
I hope you all had a fantastic year in 2013. I am wishing
you a wonderful and happy holiday season. I also wish you a
great New Year in 2014! It’s the year of the Horse!!

Aloha, Edna Yano

