Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
August 2016
1 Mon ‐Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami‐Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
7 Sun ‐Sunday Service (9 am)
‐Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa Gen. Hospital LTCF
(10‐10:45 am) *Curry lunch to be served after.
8 Mon ‐ HCRP Meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm)
13 Sat ‐Church clean‐up (8 am)
‐KMH Board of Trustees Mtg @HNL Church (10:30 am)
14 Sun ‐Monthly Svc. Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin‐Sama
(9:00 am) 生神金光大神様 月例祭 *Share Okage (till 11 am)
19 Fri ‐Monthly Volunteer Activity @Wahiawa Gen. Hospital
Long Term Care Facility (10‐10:45 am)
‐Wahiawa Women’s Club Mtg (1:30 am) *Make Lei
‐HOLIDAY! Hawaii Statehood
20 Sat ‐Church clean‐up (9 am)
21 Sun ‐Monthly Memorial Service 月例霊祭 (9 am)
‐43rd Memorial Svc for Late Rev. Masayuki Kodama at
HNL Church (9am)
27 Sat ‐Chorus practice at Honolulu Church (2‐4 pm)
‐Ehimemaru Mikan tree maintenance (9 am)
28 Sun ‐Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage stories (till 11 am)
‐KMH 90th Anniversary prep. at HNL Church (TBA)
31 Wed ‐Church clean‐up (9 am)
September 2016
1 Thr ‐Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami‐Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
4 Sun ‐Konko Missions in Hawaii 90th Anniversary at
Honolulu Church (9:30 am) *Bento lunch to follow if registered.

Konko Daijin says… “Nothing is more blessed than having an
illness cured. Up to now, people have practiced faith in Kami
only during sickness, and not during wellness,” said Konko-Sama.
You must also pray while in good health. Practicing faith is ever
more important while not in pain. Request wholeheartedly for
divine arrangement that will have your family and farm animals
be safe and healthy. (GI Ichimura Mitsugoro 53)
Editor’s thoughts: We tend to feel grateful when we get cured
of illness or injury. Not many take the time to be thankful for
the majority of days that we are healthy and in good shape.
Even a single breath, a single heartbeat is a divine blessing that
we must not take for granted. It’s these priceless things we must
be grateful for.
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Konko Missions in Hawaii
90th Anniversary Celebration
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2016
Time: 9:30 am Service
*9:00 am Registration begins
Place: Konko Mission of Honolulu
(1728 Liliha St. Honolulu, HI)
The 90 years that we are able to celebrate this
year, has been attributed to the support and
dedication of the founding ministers, succeeding
ministers and congregation since 1926. Below is
a picture of the KMH 80th Anniversary picnic
that was held ten years ago. We hope you can
join us for this 90th anniversary celebration!
Thank you very much!

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2016

9/4 Sun -KMH 90th Anniversary Celebration at Honolulu Church
9/16 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m.
9/18 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service, 10:00 a.m.
9/25 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service, 10:00 a.m.
10/9 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m.
10/13 Thr -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service, 6:30 p.m.
10/16 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m.
10/21 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m.
10/23 Sun -23rd Annual HCRP Peace Prayer at Gedatsu Church, 4 pm
10/30 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m.
11/5 Sat -Mini Bazaar, 10 am to 2 pm
11/6 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service, 11:00 a.m.
11/18 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m.
11/26 Sat -KMH Board of Trustees Meeting, 10:30 a.m.
11/27 Sun -Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 19th Memorial Svc @HNL 9:00 am
12/16 Fri -WGH monthly volunteer activity at 10:00 a.m.
12/17 Sat -Mochitsuki Demo at JCCH *By registration only
12/18 Sun -44th Year Memorial Service for the late Rev. Haruko
Takahashi, 10:00 a.m.
12/25 Sun -End of the Year Service, 9:00 a.m.
12/30 Fri -25th Annual Mochi Pounding

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in the
month of August!
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane No Kami‐Sama
Ikigami Konko Daijin‐Sama

Colette Abe
Renee Yano
Masumi Furusho
Tamiko Yamamoto
Vinh Mitsuyuki Vo-Hiromasa 1st Birthday!

Rev. Saijiro Matsuda and family visit Hawaii!

Annual Volunteer Activity at Kuakini Medical Center Auditorium 7/31/16

Rev. Saijiro Matsuda and family lived in Hawaii for several years,
and moved back to Japan seven years ago to help with his family
church, Konko Church of Minamimuro. Rev. Matsuda was a
staff member and Director of KMH. We miss them!
We had a picnic at Haleiwa Ali’i Beach Park 7/29/16

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
I hope this newsletter finds you in good health, happiness
and overall well being. This year’s summer was the busiest
summer I had ever experienced…and it still continues! Wow!
The month of July was full of excitement and events. I got
married to the love of my life, Clayton Matsuoka on Saturday,
July 16, 2016 at the Konko Mission of Honolulu. There were
180+ guests, including the 21 Little Star Dance group members
from Tokyo, Japan and 13 other overseas friends and family.
There were so many more guests that we wanted to invite, but
the limited space would not allow any more people. We were
maxed out. This was the most people I ever saw jam packed in
Honolulu Church. It was amazing! Whew…where should I
begin?
Clayton and I have been actively planning our wedding since
December of last year. We sent out invites, had a brainstorm of
great ideas for favors and many other things. We hand twisted
the place card holders while watching NHK World. We double;
triple checked the names to make sure they were spelled correctly
and that we did not miss anyone.
I’d say it was a pretty crazy but economical way to do a “Do
it yourself ” wedding. Thankfully, Clayton was very supportive,
helpful and creative throughout the entire process. So we didn’t
have to argue about anything. His help enhanced this wedding
planning.
We were keeping an eye out for the two hurricanes that were
approaching the islands around the time of our wedding. But
thanks to Kami-Sama’s divine interventions, the hurricanes
dissipated and did not reach the islands. And cool trade winds
blew into the church during the wedding.
However, a week later, the remnants of the hurricane,
drenched the islands and severely flooded the Kalihi area, which
is basically near Honolulu Church. Had our wedding been a
week later, it would have caused inconveniences for many. KamiSama is really amazing.
So many people came to help from a couple days before the
wedding, and on the wedding day. We had to take out the heavy
tables and chairs, transport a truckload of drinks and equipment
from home. I had my plan all drawn out in my little picture book,
so I knew exactly how I wanted things to be. Clayton’s teacher
friends were on summer break, so many came to help out. I was
also very fortunate to have friends and family help out, too. My
brother Rodney Sensei and his wife Fong, flew in from San
Francisco to help. There were decorations to place, table
arrangements to set up, favor baggies, registration table, flower
arrangements, reconfirmation of catering company, and so on so
forth. It was so busy, my brain was functioning at full capacity.
Late into the night, Rev. Sugako Yoshino and Clayton’s
friends came and arranged the beautiful flowers. I was busy
making my bouquet, while Clayton was busy re-checking the
place cards to make sure they were in the right places.
The day of the wedding arrived. I was so anxious the night
before, I couldn’t sleep. We got ready, set up a few more things.
My dad was cutting the sashimi, while my mom and Seiko
Konko Sensei were busy cutting the fruits for the fruit bowl.
Then the hairstylist came and did my hair and Seiko Sensei
did my make-up most perfectly, and dressed me in the Kimono.
The kimono I wore has sentimental values. It belonged to my
mom. She wore it just once during her sister’s wedding when she

was in her early twenties. The kimono had been sleeping in the
closet of gramma’s house, but we took it back to Hawaii 4 years
ago from Japan. I finally got a chance to wear it. The all-silk
kimono was just so beautiful. It was all the more meaningful
because it belonged to my mom. She gave it to me as an
heirloom treasure.
Seiko Sensei also dressed Clayton in kimono. It was the
kimono my dad wore during his seminary days in Japan. It was a
perfect fit and he looked very good in it…like a samurai. Thank
you so much Seiko Sensei! You are amazing.
The ceremony began. The flower girls were Madison and
Kylie Kuratani, who are Clayton’s friend’s beautiful children.
They scattered the rose petals onto the aisle. Next Alex
Furusho, who is Randy and Masumi Furusho’s 2nd son, came
with the ring and handed it to Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi. Then
it was my turn to walk the center aisle with my parents on both
sides of me. I was so nervous, I couldn’t smile LOL! But at the
end of the procession, Clayton was waiting there for me and that
gave me a sense of relief.
Todd Sensei performed our wedding. He is one of my
greatest friends. I knew he would be the most appropriate
person for this job. He worked hours and hours planning and
setting up for us. He researched and made sure everything was
perfect.
The ceremony was so beautiful, unique and tailored to our
liking. It was such an amazing ceremony. It made us laugh and
cry. I was especially touched when Todd Sensei called our
deceased family and friend’s names and escorted them down to
the pews below in the front and had them sit as guests for the
ceremony. They were definitely present. I could sense their
energy.
While I stood in the beautiful altars of Honolulu Church, I
felt in awe. It was still hard to imagine this was all happening at
the time. I never thought this day would come to me. I thought
I’d be single my whole life. I was even told by a few people never
to get married. But Kami-Sama blessed me with the most
appropriate person in my life—with the help of some technology
(online dating ). I can never be thankful enough. I
encountered challenges before meeting the right one. But
looking back, I feel that each challenge contributed to the blessed
state that I find myself in right now.
After the ceremony was over, we took one gigantic group
picture with all our guests. It was an amazing shot! I’m very
fortunate that a good co-worker friend and his wife of Masaki
Photography were able to take our pictures. They took
exceptional shots for us.
Upstairs we all went for the wedding reception. It was soo
packed. I was amazed. We cup our cupcakes with a real katana. We
watched a wonderful presentation by the Little Star Dance group
from Tokyo. We especially loved the samurai dance. Then we did
the garter toss and bouquet toss. It was hilarious. Rodney Sensei,
who was the MC did a great job. He did a funny game with us and
made us all laugh. “Which one is the crazy driver?” Clayton and I
both raised the pink flower, because we both knew that the crazy
driver was me! LOL! It was great.
Pictures are worth a thousand words. See the next two pages for
our wedding shots. Enjoy! これからもどうぞよろしくお願いいたします。
Next month, September 4th from 9:30 am is the Konko
Missions in Hawaii 90th Anniversary Celebration. Our organization
could come this far thanks to all of you! See you at the celebration!
Aloha, Edna

Okagesamade, we were able to get married on July 16, 2016! Thank You!

