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WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
April 2015
1 Wed -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
3 Sat -HOLIDAY Good Friday
4 Sat -Church clean up for Grand Ceremony (8 am)
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
12 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Waipahu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
13 Mon-Wahiawa Church Spring Grand Ceremony (6:30 pm)
天地金乃神様御大祭 *Naorai dinner follows
*Sermon by Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi
*Kibimai by Miss Ke̒ala Takahashi
19 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Share Okage stories till 11 am
20 Mon -HCRP meeting at Gedatsu Church (1:30 pm)
24 Fri -Volunteer Act. @Wahiawa Gen Hosp. LTCF (10:45 am)
-Church clean up (2 pm)
25 Sat -Ehimemaru Monument maintenance (9 am)
-Chorus practice @HNL (2-4 pm)
26 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (9 am) 月例霊祭
-Share Okage Stories till 11 am
30 Thu -Church clean up (9 am)
May 2015
1 Fri -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭

Konko Daijin’s teachings… On the way from Tomioka to Konko
Sama’s Hiromae, I met a farming family that I knew. They were quite
wealthy. One of them was sick, so I asked Konko Sama to pray for
him. The family was stingy and always thought about work while
hardly ever giving money or gifts to others. When I asked Konko
Sama about this, hew said, “Work is necessary, but giving is also
necessary. No matter how hard you work to make fine clothes, if you
are sick, you cannot go out and wear them. You also cannot eat, no
matter how good the food is.” (GII Akiyama Koume 2)
Editor’s thoughts: Offering a small percentage of our earnings in
acknowledgement of Kami-Sama’s blessings is a good practice to
begin and maintain. Money has its ways of helping us, or destroying
us. Money is given to us through the blessings of Kami. Giving a
piece of the pie that Kami Sama had provided for us back to Kami
will enable us to continue to enjoy blessings for generations to come.

Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

For Tenchi Kane No Kami Sama

When:
Place:
Who:
Sermon:
Kibimai:
Memo:

Monday, April 13, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m.
Konko Mission of Wahiawa
All is welcome to attend.
Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi
Miss Ke‘ala Takahashi
Naorai fellowship dinner will follow

The Spring Grand Ceremony is one of the two large
services held on a bi-annual basis. We seek to
acknowledge and revere the Divine Parent, Tenchi Kane
No Kami-Sama—which is the ultimate energy source that
sustains all life forms between Heaven and Earth. This
includes the blessings of air, water, food, minerals and
metals, bodily functions and life itself. Reserve this day
for Kami. It’s a very important day.

Konko Mission of Wahiawa
5th Summer Ohana Camp

Date: (Sat-Sun) June 20-21, 2015
Place: Camp HR Erdman (Mokuleia)
Our theme will be ABC’s of Konkokyo Part 5. $20.00 for
ages 19+, $10 for 5-18, Free for 4 and under. Fee includes,
all meals, snacks, activity fees, lodging. Deadline: Sunday
5/24/15. Save the date. We hope you can join us .
Contact Edna Yano for details: ednakazuko@hotmail.com
or call (808) 223-3448. Forms are available. First 16
participants staying over will be accepted.
Zippy’s
fundraiser tickets will be sold! Please help us sell 

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2015

5/3 Sun
5/8 Fri
5/10 Sun
5/16 Sat
5/25 Mon
6/3 Wed
6/26 Fri

6/27 Sat
6/14 Sun
6/20 Sat
7/10 Fri
7/17 Fri
7/26 Sun
8/1 Sat
8/9 Sun
8/15 Sat
8/21 Fri
9/6 Sun
9/11 Fri
9/13 Sun
9/20 Sun
9/29 Mon
10/4 Sun
10/11 Sun
10/13 Tue
10/23 Fri
10/25 Sun
11/8 Sun
11/11 Wed
11/13 Fri
11/28 Sat
11/29 Sun
12/11 Fri
12/13 Sun
12/23 Wed
12/27 Sun
12/30 Wed

-Wailuku Church Spring Grand Service (11 am)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-Hilo Church Spring Grand Service (11 am)
-KMH Board of Trustees Meeting at Honolulu (10:30 am)
-Memorial Day cemetery visitation
-KMH Missionary Women’s Society Mtg @Wailuku
-KMH Minister’s Gathering at Honolulu Church
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-Konko Missions in Hawaii Gathering
-Kyodan Dokuritsu Kinenshiki at Konko Headquarters
-5th Summer Ohana Camp (till Sun 6/21)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-KMH/KCNA Joint Conference at CSU, CA thru 7/19.
-Back to School Service (9 am)
-Konko Missions in Hawaii Gathering
-KM Oahu Volunteer activity at Kuakini (9:30 am)
-KMH Board of Trustees Meeting at Honolulu (10:30 am)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-WGH Bi-annual Church Visit (10 am)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
-Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service (10 am)
-201st Birthday of Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin
-Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
-Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
-Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service (6:30 pm)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-24th Annual HCRP Peace Prayer (4:00 pm)
-Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
-Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service (11 am)
-KMH Pilgrimage to Headquarters (thru 11/15)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-KMH Board of Trustees Meeting (10:30 am)
-Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 18th Memorial Svc. @HNL (9 am)
-WGH Monthly Visit (10 am)
-Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 43rd Memorial Svc. (10 am)
-Rev. Fumio Yasutake’s 20th Memorial Service at Amagi
-End of the Year Service (9 am)
-Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding (8 am)

Honouliuli Internment Site which opened in 1943

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in
The month of April
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama &
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Kumiko Kaminaka
Andrea Toyofuku
Donna Toyofuku
Alyce Yamamoto
Jaeden Rego
Receiving Blessings through Goshinmai
(Sacred Rice)

Story shared by Ms. Alyce Yamamoto
One morning, Alyce found her bathtub full of dirty brown
water. It looked like the pipes had backed up from the apartments
below. She called the plumber and he came, but he told her that the
problem was stemming from way below so she was advised to call the
manager of the apartment complex instead. The plumber went
home, but the tub was still full of dirty brown water. Alyce didn’t
know what to do. She got the plunger and tried plunging the drain
hole, but it didn’t work. She bought liquid Draino and put that in the
tub, but that also didn’t work.
Just when Alyce ran out of options, she decided to put some
Goshinmai Sacred Rice paper into the clogged bathtub. She tore it
up into small pieces and prayed that it would work. Amazingly, the
drain started to clear. She got the plunger once again and plunged the
drain hole. It got completely cleared and the dirty brown water
disappeared.
Alyce mentioned that since she always receives blessings of
good health when partaking the Goshinmai sacred rice and paper, she
thought it might work for a clogged tub. And it did.

Credit: Odeelo Dayondon

On the left is Rev.
Todd Takahashi.
On the right is
Rev. Haruko
Takahashi, who
is Todd sensei’s
aunt. Rev.
Haruko was one
of the few women
leaders interned at
the Honouliuli
Internment camp
on Oahu during
WW2. She was
released on July 7,
1944.

Image by www.rafu.com

The Honouliuli Dedication Ceremony was held on Monday, March 31, 2015 at the original site where the camp
once stood. Currently the original structures that exist are the concrete platform of the old mess hall, which the
ceremony was performed and a stone wall. Pictures taken by Odeelo Dayondon of the Honolulu Magazine,
Molly Soloman of the Hawaii Public Radio and Edna Yano

Editor’s Note

Dear Reader,
I hope this newsletter finds you in good health and overall
wellbeing. I just turned 33 in March. In Japan, a female turning 33
is considered a Yakudoshi or an unlucky year. Traditional
yakudoshi is written with the kanji character 厄年, meaning year of
misfortune.
Our Founder, Konko Daijin; however, wrote
yakudoshi using a different kanji character: 役年 meaning a year of
having an important role or task to perform for others or the
society. In January of this year, I was very sick with the worst flu
or cold I ever caught in my life. Even I thought I might meet my
demise. However, I recovered completely and am currently in
pretty good health. In an interesting sense, my 役年 has started.
Kami-Sama gave me the role to perform the Honouliuli
National Monument Dedication Ceremony with the Rev. Dr. Todd
Takahashi on Monday, March 31, 2015. This was the very first
ceremony that was performed in the Konkokyo faith tradition on
the Federal level.
This year will mark the 70th anniversary since the end of
WW2. WW2 between Japan and the United States began on
December 7, 1941, with the attack of Pearl Harbor. In that
evening, all Japanese leaders, teachers, principals and clergy were
taken from their homes and
held at the Sand Island
internment camp.
WW2
ended as Japan surrendered to
the United States on August
15, 1945.
Rev. Haruko Takahashi is
the founding minister of the
Konko Mission of Wahiawa.
Haruko Sensei also got
detained in the internment
camps. She was taken away
from her church to the Sand
Island internment camp first.
Then she was transferred to the Honouliuli internment camp in
1943 at the age of 33. She was ironically my age when she was
there, so it sent chills up my spine to imagine how distressed and
worried she must have been at that time.
Can you imagine the level of uncertainty and terror the people
felt when an FBI car pulled up to their house one day unexpectedly
and told them to gather just their bare necessities and be taken
away with them to an undisclosed area? They weren’t given prior
warning. They didn’t know what was going to happen to them.
They had guns aimed at them to direct them where to go and what
to do. They lived in constant fear. They were suspected of treason
by the U.S. Government, but they were unable to find any evidence
of treason by the people they detained. This is what happened in
the past. In time of war, anything can happen.
Honouliuli is a place located in a gulch in Waipahu, hidden far
away from towns. Its Hawaiian name means “Dark Bay.” The land
once belonged to the ancient Hawaiian royalty, where the land was
fertile. Currently it is a place that is covered in thick brush. It was
an internment/detention camp which operated from 1943-1946
and used during WW2 to hold approximately 400 civilian internees
who were mainly Japanese-American citizens and 4,000 prisoners
of war POW, who comprised of enemy soldiers from Japan, Korea,
Okinawa, Taiwan and Italy.
Many people with power in society like teachers and clergy of
the enemy countries who lived as citizens in Hawaii were detained.
Currently just a few structures of the past remain, like the concrete
slab which was once the floor to the mess hall (the place we

conducted the ceremony). There is also a stone wall and an
aqueduct.
In time of peace, anything can happen. And just because
this all happened more than 70 years ago, there is no guarantee
that such things will never happen again, which is exactly why it is
important for these untold stories of the past to be told. As the
Honouliuli Internment camp site has been proclaimed a national
monument, this will begin a new chapter in the history of Hawaii
and America. As difficult as it is to reveal the dark history of our
own country, doing so will bring forth world peace in a true sense.
I believe every country has its dark sides of history. Through
disclosure and acknowledgement of the past, we can become a
little more humble as a country, instead of pointing fingers at
each other. It’s very hard to admit one’s fault and apologize for
them. But the more we are able to do so, the more power we will
actually gain.
On February 19, 2015, President Barrack Obama signed the
Presidential Proclamation, making Honouliuli a National
Monument. I am really looking forward to the day that
Honouliuli will establish a visitor’s center, where many people can
learn about the past, so such injustice to humanity will never
occur again.
Todd Sensei (Associate
Minister of Konko Mission of
Honolulu) is the nephew of Rev.
Haruko Takahashi. He asked
me to assist him with the
dedication ceremony at the
actual site in Honouliuli,
through a request by the
Japanese Cultural Center of
Hawaii. He had given much
thought about the Honouliuli
internment site and also helped
gather signatures for the
petition to make Honouliuli into
a national monument.
We practiced the ceremony several times to perfection. I
have seriously never been this nervous in my life. At the site of
the ceremony, there were VIPs left and right, media companies
aiming their large cameras at us, and secret service agents
watching our every move. The weather was perfect that day. It
had a nice overcast and a light breeze.
The ceremony began with the traditional Hawaiian chant by
Kahu Dr. Kaleo Patterson, and we followed immediately after.
My heart was pounding, but I took a deep breath and prayed very
hard to Konko-Sama and Haruko sensei’s spirit to be there with
me to guide us through this ceremony. Our ceremony was
supposed to be 7 minutes long, but I believe it went on for 15!
The 8 dignitaries in back of me went up to the altar one by one to
offer a white carnation, adorned with a red ribbon. The Secretary
of the Interior, Sally Jewell was the first, then Governor David
Ige, US Senator Mazie Hirono, National Parks Service Deputy
Director Peggy O’Dell, Mayor Kirk Caldwell, Monsanto VP of
Business and Technology John Purcell, University of Hawaii
President David Lassner and Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii
Board of Directors Chair Brennon Morioka.
The dignitaries ever so solemnly placed the carnation into the
vase on the altar, clapped four times and bowed in deep respect.
Then they bowed to Todd sensei and then to me, and then to the
people behind them. It was the sincerest prayer I had ever seen.
I waved the ōnusa, sprinkled the sacred salt and sacred sake into
the brush behind the altar. Todd Sensei read the main saishi
prayer, which went like this:

掛けまくも畏き 是のホノウリウリウ収容所跡に斎き奉る
生神金光大神 天地金乃大親神の御前に 金光教教師 髙橋
善次トッド 畏み畏みも白さく。
At this purified site, Your children have come forth today with much love,
joy, and sincerity in their hearts to give appreciation for the many favors
you have given them; and now for the new life this valley will receive as a
National Historic Monument.
In 2002, volunteers from the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaiʻi
discovered this site; and began the long and arduous process of researching,
networking, excavating, and preparing for February 24, 2015, that with
one pen stroke President Barack Obama made this once valley of
discrimination into a place, as Carole Hayashino noted, that “will teach
about civil rights, the constitution, and democracy.” Thus, we give
appreciation for the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai’i for the tireless
dedication of their volunteers and staff. For whom without, today would
not have come to fruition.
Today, with the purification of this land,
we cast away all negativity associated
with Jigoku Dani and ask that the
spirits who linger here now help in the
endeavor of telling the story of internees
and others who were here during World
War II, as well as helping each
individual here today and who visits in
the future, to have a heart not of
acceptance, but of love: a love that
encompasses people as individuals
regardless of age, disability, ethnicity
and nationality, gender and gender
identity, religion, and sexual orientation.
We believe that our ancestors, regardless
if they were German, Italian, Japanese, Polish, and other ethnic
backgrounds rejoice with us, as today marks a new day that tells their
story and reminds us of what fear and ignorance can do.
We give appreciation to Monsanto for caring for this land, protecting it,
networking with the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai’i, and donating
it in order to make this day a reality.
We give appreciation for the thousands of people who signed petitions so
the story of Honouliuli could be told.
And finally, we extend mahalo the many governmental agencies; city,
state, and federal leaders, as well as President Barack Obama for giving
this former site of fear, discrimination, and hate, a new legacy of love,
humanity, and justice.
On this dedication day, we pray for the prosperity of this land. We pray
that students and the general public will converge here to learn and share
the history that is Honouliuli, be its protectors, and nurture the courage
within themselves to stand up to injustice.
Finally, we pray that the blessings and favor of today’s service is granted
and received by all here today and those who could not be with us.
Me ke aloha pumahena
Mahalo a nui e Ikigami Konko Daijin, Tenchi Kane no Kami
With tears flowing from the eyes of the Secretary of the
Interior, Sally Jewell stated, “As I get emotional along with a few of
you, it's because this story is so important and it's because the
shame can be put to rest.”

As soon as the dedication ceremony was done at Honouliuli,
we rushed over to the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii for
part 2 of the dedication ceremony. There were about 300 guests.
Todd Sensei and I did a brief 3 minute prayer in the beginning
after the Hawaiian Chant by Kahu Patterson and blowing of the
conch shell. There were many more VIPs present, like the
executive producers of Hawaii 5-0 Peter Lenkov and Dennis
Chun. Daniel Dae Kim was also there. There were several secret
service agents lining the walls and corners of the JCCH banquet
hall.
Images of the past and present of Honouliuli were shown on
the giant projector screen. Haiku poems written by the internees
while they were detained were read aloud. Messages by the
dignitaries were shared and “Honouliuli” –The Unheard Song
was sung.
Both parts ended smoothly. I headed home and watched the
5 p.m. local news. We were on every news station. The following
day, we were on the Star Advertiser newspaper. The thing that
touched me to tears was when I saw the picture of the Rev.
Haruko Takahashi on the TV
news and our church name,
Konko Mission of Wahiawa—
all across the islands. It was
something that could have only
happened through some kind
of divine intervention.
We
would never have thought she
will be pictured on the TV news.
The virtue of Haruko Sensei
was revealed—her hard work,
dedication,
sacrifice
and
patience to maintain this church
in Wahiawa, during the most
trying times in history.
Credit: Molly Solomon HPR
I cannot thank Kami-Sama,
Konko Sama and Haruko Sensei’s Mitama Spirit enough for
making everything go well. I thank Todd Sensei for extending
this once in a lifetime opportunity for me to help out with this
ceremony. I thank Todd Sensei’s friend, Derrick Iwata who works
at JCCH. He asked us if we are able to do the dedication
ceremony in the Shinto Konkokyo tradition. I thank my family
and friends who have been there to pray for me and support me
in every way possible. Arigato gozaimashita. This was the
greatest Yakudoshi role from Kami-Sama.
April is the season of the Spring Grand Ceremony for our
Devine Parent Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama. It is one of the
largest church events. We will recognize and appreciate the
Divine Parent of the Universe, Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama. Ten
means Heaven/Sky. Chi means Earth/Ground. Heaven and
Earth are non-discriminating properties of the Universe. They
bless us with air to breathe, sunlight to light up the Earth, food to
sustain our lives and the universal energy that keeps life going.
Todd Sensei will be delivering the sermon and Miss Ke‘ala
Takahashi will be dancing Kibimai. It will be held at our church
on Monday, April 13th at 6:30 p.m. Naori dinner will follow.
Please make every effort to attend this service. See you there!
The 5th Summer Ohana Camp is nearing as well. This year it
will be held again at Camp HR Erdman from Saturday, June 20
thru Sunday, June 21, 2015. We have reserved two cabins. Our
theme will be ABS’s of Konkokyo Part 5—Blessed Earth. We
hope you can join us! Please contact me for more information.
Forms are already available. We are also selling Zippy’s
fundraising tickets. Your help is very much appreciated. Wishing
you a wonderful month in April!
Aloha, Edna Yano

