Konko Mission of Wahiawa
207 Muliwai Avenue, Wahiawa, HI. 96786
&  : (808) 621-6667 Cell: (808) 223-3448
 ednakazuko@hotmail.com URL: http://konkomissionshawaii.org/WahiawaMain.htm

WAHIAWA KONKO MISSION MONTHLY SCHEDULE
April 2013
1 Mon -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama
(7:30 pm) 天地金乃神様 月例祭
6 Sat -Church clean up for Spring Grand Ceremony (8 am)
7 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Honolulu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
*Guest speaker: Rev. Akinobu Yasutake (KC Waipahu)
13 Sat -Wahiawa Church Spring Grand Ceremony for
Divine Parent, Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama (6:30 pm)
*Guest speaker: Rev. Roy Yasutake (KC Wailuku)
**Naorai fellowship dinner will follow.
14 Sun -Waipahu Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)
*Guest Speaker: Rev. Roy Yasutake (KC Wailuku)
15 Mon -HCRP Meeting at PL Church (1:30 pm)
19 Fri -Monthly Hospital Volunteer Activity (10-10:45 am)
20 Sat -Church clean up (9 am)
21 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (9 am) 月例霊祭
-Share Okage Stories (Till 11 am)
24 Wed -Konkokyo Study Group at HNL Church (8 pm)
27 Sat -Chorus practice at HNL Church (2-4 pm)
28 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am), Share Okage stories (till 11 am)
-Overview of May monthly schedule
30 Tue -Church clean up (9 am)
May 2013
1 Wed -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama (7:30 pm)
天地金乃神様 月例祭
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)
-Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa General Hospital
(10-10:45 am) *Curry lunch will follow
-Wailuku Church Spring Grand Ceremony (11 am)

Konko Daijin says… “Practice faith. Receive divine blessings by
practicing faith. Then, not only you, but also your grandchildren, great
grandchildren, and even further generations can receive divine blessings. Even
the spirits of your ancestors will be able to rest in peace because you receive
divine blessings through your practice faith. The blessings you have received
stay with you forever. Therefore, you should build as large a foundation of
blessings as possible during your life. (GIII, Jinkyu Kyogoroku 87).”
Editor’s thoughts: I see people living their lives to build a large
foundation of visible assets, like owning large houses, having lots of stocks
and bonds, saving tons of money and buying luxury items. But none of these
can be taken with you after you die. It must be very difficult for these people
to part with the things they have held attachment to. However, if we had a
spiritual foundation, it CAN be taken with us when we die and also passed
down to further generations. How much are we investing for our spirituality?
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Sunday School Oath
I will advance my faith through
understanding the Founder’s teachings
and will strive to become a more useful
person to society.
Sincerity is the essence of my faith, and
its basic principles are courtesy, kindness,
and devotion in everything I do.

Date: Saturday, April 13, 2013
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: Konko Mission of Wahiawa
Sermon: Rev. Roy Yasutake (KC Wailuku)
Dinner: Naorai fellowship will follow
Grand Services are an opportunity to share the
value of your faith, your faith practices, practical
training sessions and testimonials, with the larger
community. This is a chance for each of you to
share why you are involved in the Faith and the
blessings that you have received from Kami.

-Late Rev. Yoshiaki Fukuda (KC San Francisco)

Let’s Attend the 130th Memorial Anniversary of
our Founder, Konko Daijin-Sama in Japan
Tour Coordinator: Rev. Yomisu Ōya (KMH Center Director)
Tour Dates: Depart on September 26 (Thur)-Return
on October 4 (Fri), 2013.
Places to visit: Miyajima, Hiroshima Peace Memorial,
Kyoto, Golden Pavilion, Nara, Ise Grand Shrine,
Konkokyo Headquarters, Kojima, Washu Onsen
Bizenya Seto Bridge, Fukuoka. Estimated cost: $2,270.
(Includes airfare, rail pass, tour bus, hotel
accommodations of double occupancy and most
meals.). Call 536-9078 (KMH) or 621-6667 for details.

Konko Mission of Wahiawa Annual Schedule for 2013
5/5 Sun

-Volunteer Activity at Wahiawa General Hospital 10 am
-Wailuku Church Spring Grand Service 11 am
5/12 Sun -Hilo Church Spring Grand Service 11 am
5/27 Mon -Memorial Day cemetery visitation
6/8 Sat
-Garage Sale for Ohana Camp 10 am- 2 pm
6/22 Sat -3rd Ohana Camp at Camp Erdman
7/14 Sun -Back to School Service 9 am
7/21 Sun -KMH Volunteer Activity at Kuakini Hospital 9:30 am
8/21 Wed -Youth Camp from Japan, thru 8/26 in Wailuku
8/25 Sun -Rev. Masayuki Kodama’s 40th Memorial @HNL 11 am
9/8 Sun -Volunteer activity at Wahiawa Gen. Hospital LTCF 10 am
9/15 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Memorial Service 10 am
9/22 Sun -Wahiawa Church Autumn Memorial Service 10 am
9/29 Sun -199th Birthday of the Founder, Konko Daijin
10/3 Thur -Konko Daijin’s 130th Memorial Grand Svc in Japan
10/6 Sun -Church clean up for Autumn Grand Service 8 am
*10/11 Fri -Wahiawa Church Autumn Grand Service 6:30 pm
10/13 Sun -Honolulu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
10/20 Sun -Waipahu Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
10/27 Sun -21st Annual HCRP Peace Prayer at Gedatsu Church 4 pm
11/10 Sun -Hilo Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
11/17 Sun -Wailuku Church Autumn Grand Service 11 am
11/24 Sun -Rev. Kikue Kodama’s 16th Memorial Svc. @HNL 9 am
12/22 Sun -Rev. Haruko Takahashi’s 41st Memorial Svc. 10 am
12/29 Sun -End of the Year Service 9 am
12/30 Mon-Wahiawa Church Mochi Pounding 8 am
*Please note, the Grand Service in October this year will be on Friday,
the 11th; not the usual 13th of October. Due to the 130th Memorial.

Happy Birthday
To all the people born in March
Please continue to receive
Infinite divine blessings from
Tenchi Kane no Kami-Sama and
Ikigami Konko Daijin-Sama

Naomi Eugenio
Kumiko Kaminaka
Andrea Toyofuku
Donna Toyofuku
Alyce Yamamoto
Jaeden Rego

Healthy Lifestyle Tip…
According to the Pesticide Action Network, “Scientists at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention measure pesticides and
other chemicals in the bodies of Americans every few years. In the
most recent study, CDC tested for 212 chemicals, including 44
pesticides — and found most of them. DDT breakdown products
were found in 99% of Americans tested, though the chemical hasn’t
been widely used here since 1972”. (http://www.panna.org/issues/persistent-poisons
/pesticides-in-our-bodies.) Approximately 60% of what we put on our skin
is absorbed into our bodies. That says a lot! From cosmetics,
perfumes, soaps, lotions, deodorants, sunscreen, etc…60% of the
good and bad in the product will enter our bodies. Over decades of
usage of skin products, it will accumulate in our body, possibly causing
harm in the future. It is safest to put edible things on our skin instead.
Our Founder, Konko Daijin, always told us to put Omiki (Sacred
rice wine) on aches and injuries to receive divine blessings. Literally
grew up with Omiki to cure my colds, sores, injuries, bug bites, burns,
cat scratches and blemishes. You should also give it a try. But pray to
Kami-Sama before doing so. This is the important part of it. We
need to seek Kami’s powers and permission from our bodies, so they
can understand what you are trying to do. You will get better faster.
Our family is living proof of that.
I also rub a used wedge of lemon with honey and rubbed my
face with it. Leave it on for 5 minutes and rinse off. It clears the dead
skin, leaving your face soft and glowing. Plus, it’s all natural and
edible. Calamansi also works very well!!

Mr. Bernie & Mrs. Emiko Tom—members of the Konko Church of
San Francisco, came to visit us at the Konko Mission of Wahiawa and
Joined us for the Monthly Service! It was a pleasure to see them again

Konko Mission of Wahiawa
3rd Summer Ohana Camp!!
Date: (Sat-Sun) June 22-23, 2013
Place: Camp HR Erdman (Mokuleia)
Our theme will be ABC’s of Konkokyo Part 3.
$20.00 for ages 19+, $10 for 5-18, Free for 4
and under. Fee includes, all meals, snacks,
activity fees, lodging. Deadline: Sunday
5/26/12. Save the date. We hope you can join
us . Contact Wahiawa church for details.

Editor’s Note
Dear Reader,
I hope this newsletter finds you in great health, and
overall wellbeing. Just last month, I received a request
from the Konko Mission of Honolulu to deliver a
sermon for their Spring Memorial Service (March 24).
For this issue of the newsletter, I would like to share what
I said in my sermon:
We have just observed the Spring Memorial Service in
honor and appreciation of our deceased ancestors,
ministers and friends. I am not sure if you noticed this or
not, but Koichi sensei called out 450 individual names
and family names. At Wahiawa Church, Yano Sensei
called out approximately 170+ names. As the names were
called out, we can visualize the faces of the individuals.
However, there are many names which we do not
recognize as well. They date back from the time of the
Founding ministers of the church.
The Konko Church of Abeno in Ōsaka has so many
members that it takes three-four days to perform their
Memorial Services. This is because
they do not eliminate anyone’s name.
Once the person’s name is reported
to the church, they do not remove it.
Even if no descendants come any
more. The Mitama wish to be
continuously remembered. It is the
Church’s responsibility to inform
members
of
the
upcoming
Memorial Services, and it is the
member’s responsibility to respond
to attend the services.
During the reading of the Pastoral Prayer, you may
have heard sensei say, “Yano no ie no Mitama No Kami” and
“Yano Ichiro No Mitama No Kami.” When he says, “Yano
No Ie No Mitama No Kami,” he is including all the
Spirits of your ancestors, from way back, to the furthest
relative. It’s too many names to acknowledge, but praying
for the entire family lineage will count to having them
acknowledged and saved.
I took an Ancient Hawaiian History class when I was
in college. I learned that the ancient Hawaiians had no
swear words that they can say to people. You know, like
how we have the f-word, b-word, etc. The reason was
simple, yet profound. Saying profane words to just one
person is equivalent to swearing to all their other
ancestors who are behind each individual—Thousands
upon thousands of ancestors behind one person’s
existence. The ancestors will not be happy, and it would
be considered a severe insult to that person.
Going back to Koichi sensei’s main prayer, as he calls
out for example, “Yano Ichiro No Mitama No Kami,” he
is calling out and acknowledging that this one individual
has become a Spirit, incorporated with the entirety of
Kami’s body. When he calls the names of these people,

the spirits are expecting your presence at today’s service
to represent them. You are the continuation of their
DNA. You hold within you the characteristics of your
ancestors from thousands of years ago. Perhaps it’s your
facial features, your hair color, your height, your
characteristics, behavior and talents. Saying that you do
not have ancestors to be worshipped is comparable to a
lone cut rose stem in a vase. Acknowledging your
ancestors and appreciating their existence is likable to
having the rose still grow on a large rose bush. One
lineage will obviously last longer, if not forever.
In Konkokyo, we believe in everlasting life. The
Founder said, “Immortality is important to humans.
Immortality is when others continue to pray for you after
you die.” You help out the spirits by remembering them,
and they will help you out by guiding and protecting you
and ensuring that you prosper for generation to
generation. Your presence here today, means a whole lot
to your deceased relatives. I am very sure they are happy
to see you. If you registered their names for sensei to
read, it is very very important that
you be present to acknowledge them.
Or else they will just be sitting
around wondering where you are.
It’s like graduation. They call your
name to give you a diploma, you
stand up proud as can be and strut
through the aisle, only to find that no
one is present to cheer you on and
acknowledge your presence and
achievements. The Mitama Sprits
starve your attention and do not want to be forgotten.
When you take a walk in a flower garden, or go to
see beautiful sakura trees in Japan, we notice the flowers,
but do we ever pay attention to the roots? Of course not!
We can’t see them, they are in the soil. But do you think
they play a vital part in the entirety of the tree? You bet!
It’s a mutual interdependent relationship. The roots take
up nutrients and water to the very tips of every flower
petal and leaf. But the leaves and flower take down
nutrients that were processed by the sun, rain and air to
the very tips of every root down below. Its dual
acknowledgement and they help each other out. The
living has the important responsibility to help out our
deceased ancestors. Our ancestors have the important
responsibility to guide and help out the living descendants.
Just because you die, doesn’t mean that your task is over.
It continues for an eternity. Once we cut ties with our
ancestors, it’s like cutting the roots of a tree. The people
above will not survive very long and prosperity is not
guaranteed. Revere your roots, and you will naturally
thrive.
We would not exist if it were not for our ancestors. I
had a classmate in high school once, and she told a story
to the class about her great grandfather. For some reason,

he was late and just missed his ride on the Titanic. The
Titanic sunk and there were only a few survivors. Had he
been early for his ride, he might not have made it back
alive. My classmate has her great grandfather to give
thanks to, or she may not be born.
At the bare minimal, it’s important for a Konko
believer to remember them twice a year, during these
biannual Memorial Services (Spring and Autumn). Plan
ahead and try not to reserve for leisurely travel or a
sporting event—instead, reserve far in advance to take
off from work on these important service days.
Accommodate your schedule to meet the needs of your
roots. The church also has monthly memorial services, so
we can remember them on a monthly basis. And of
course, nothing feels more wonderful to the Mitama
Spirits than to be remembered every day, at your home
altar. If they have a grave, visit it. Make it a family
tradition to visit their graves on a regular basis to wash
the headstones, pull the weeds, offer flowers and their
favorite foods and beverage too. On Memorial Day,
many graves are adorned with flowers
and lei. But there are some that have
been completely forgotten.
The
tradition of revering their ancestors
hasn’t been passed down. It’s sad.
The Mitama have not gone to a far
away land. They didn’t go to heaven or
hell. They are right here with us. Some
Mitama spirit’s presence is far more
powerful than others. Like for me, I can
feel my grandpa’s spirit on both sides
guiding me. For my mother, it is the
spirit of her late father that is closest to her. For my
father, it is his late father as well. For Mrs. Fukawa, I can
sense it is your father. For the Higuchi’s, I can sense it is
your late daughter’s Mitama. For Fujita-san, I can sense
it’s your mother. For Koichi sensei, it’s your father. For
some people, it’s their best friend that sticks by their side.
Someone’s spirit is strongly attached to you more than
others. Can you figure out whom? Appreciate their
presence. Do not be afraid of them.
I like to associate humans to water. Humans are like
water. Adults are made of more than 70% water. When
we were babies, we are close to 90% water. While we are
living in the physical state, it is like water in the physical
state as well. When the water in a pot it boiled off, the
water can no longer be seen in the pot, but it has mixed in
with the atmosphere. The molecules just blended in with
the air we breathe. From a scientific perspective, the
atoms didn’t disappear. They are right here, but we just
can’t see them. When plants and animals die, their bodies
return to the ground to become fertile soil. The moisture
in their bodies evaporates and incorporates itself into the
air. The spirit also becomes one with the Divine Energy.
I think there may be some connection to Dark Matter

that is currently being studied extensively with scientists
all over the world. The consciousness will remain. When
one becomes a spirit, it is only natural that they want to
know how you are doing. They want to see you happy,
healthy and prosper. They want to see you succeed.
When they see you in trouble, they will be there to help
you out, as a direct representative of our Divine Parent
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama.
The love of our ancestors to us is powerful. The only
difference between a Mitama and a Physical being is the
separation between meat and soul. You call their names,
they still hear you. But now that their spirit is one with
the entire Body of the Universe, no matter how far you
may be, they can be by your side in an instant. Time or
distance will no longer be an obstacle for them. Let’s
continue to maintain this relationship with them. People
who revere and appreciate their ancestors will naturally
thrive.
During the memorial service, we first face the KamiSama altar to the right side. And afterwards, the officiants
transfer to the Mitama altar. You may
wonder why we do this. And think that since
it is a Memorial Service for our ancestors,
why don’t we omit the Kami altar and go
straight to the Mitama Altar? The reason is
simple. We all live in the blessedness of our
Universe—which is Tenchi Kane No KamiSama.
In Konkokyo, our deity is the
Universe. This includes the sun, moon, earth,
rain, air, gravity, etc. Whether we are living or
dead, we live under the loving care of the
Universe, so it is very appropriate to address
the blessings of Kami-Sama when performing all
services—including Memorial Services.
Going back to the tree analogy. A tree does not stand
alone and grows by its own strength. It requires the
blessings of the Earth and Sky.
Everything is
interdependent. So, we give thanks for these blessings
before doing anything. We ultimately exist because of
our Divine Parent, Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama.
And here I would like to link in to the Spring Grand
Ceremony that will be held at the various Konko
Churches throughout the world. At Wahiawa, it will be
held on Saturday, April 13, 2013 from 6:30 p.m. I have it
loudly announced on the front page also because it is
such an important service. Just as important as the
Mitama Services, the Grand Ceremonies are too. The
Spring Grand Ceremony goes to appreciate and
acknowledge the blessings of our Divine Parent, Tenchi
Kane No Kami-Sama (aka: The all inclusive, infinitely
generous Universe). We have less than two weeks before
this service. Please mark your calendars and make every
possible effort to attend this ceremony. See you!! Thank
you very much. Have a wonderful month in April.
Sincerely, Edna Yano

