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“Thank you” till this day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Yasuhiro Yano 
Head Minister 

September 28 is a special day for both Reiko Sensei 
and me. Forty-eight years ago, on that morning, we 
arrived to take responsibility for the operation of this 
church, which was in need of a minister after the 
passing of the founding minister, Rev. Haruko 
Takahashi, who passed away on December 24, 1972. 
For about five years, this church was kept intact 
through the presence of Rev. Hiromichi Ishii for three 
years, as a staff member of Konko Missions in Hawaii. 
After he returned to Japan, the family members of 
Rev. Haruko Takahashi—Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Tadashi Takahashi and Tsuneko, and Ms. Frances 
Takahashi—took care of the church for two years. 

Soon after I enrolled in spiritual training at Konko 
Church of Amagi under the guidance of Rev. Fumio 
Yasutake, the second-generation Head Minister of the 
church, about half a century ago, a senior minister 
from a branch church of Amagi, who knew of my 
mission to take over the operation of Konko Mission 
of Wahiawa in Hawaii, approached me and made a 
point-blank remark: “Omae wa bakaka?” In English, 
this expression could mean, “Are you out of your 
mind? Are you insane? Are you crazy? Are you 
stupid?” I simply responded to him, “Bakadesho,” or 
“Perhaps I am baka.” He replied, “Sunao naga ee,” 
meaning, “Your pure heart of acceptance of the 
situation is good.” He understood the difficult 
situation regarding the operation of Konkokyo in 
Hawaii, especially with the vacant Wahiawa Church. It 
could have seemed strange to  

 

 

anyone that a naïve-looking, reckless, and young 
student minister of unknown nature was about to 
venture into an unfamiliar place in Hawaii. But I had 
no fear of the mission offered to me by Rev. Fumio 
Yasutake. 

One day, he called me to his office and asked, “There 
is a vacant church in Wahiawa, Hawaii. Will you take 
over the responsibilities of the church?” I simply said, 
“Yes.” That was the only reply I made. I had learned 
some English skills and wished to help the Konkokyo 
organization in any way I could. There was no fear. I 
never tried to find out the situation of the Konkokyo 
operations in Hawaii. I never asked what the monthly 
stipend would be, how many church members were 
active, or anything else. I simply accepted the offered 
opportunity of venturing into unknown territory. 

For some reason, the phrase “Omae wa bakaka” still 
comes to mind. We make daily decisions, consciously 
and unconsciously. Some decisions can gravely affect 
our lives. I’ve found that many other decisions are 
made without our awareness or knowledge—privately, 
publicly, nationally, and globally—by other people. We 
can and should be responsible for our own decisions 
and take responsibility for the consequences. But some 
decisions made by others can affect our lives 
regardless of whether we are aware of them. 

Sometimes, we need to question ourselves by 
mumbling, “Omae wa bakaka,” regarding the decisions 
we make. 

The Founder, Konko Daijin, could have been 
questioned for his practices. He rejected the custom of 
relying on “Days and Direction,” a tradition that 
guided nearly every aspect of daily life at the time. 
People identified good and bad days by consulting the 
calendar—even for running a simple errand. They 
were serious about finding the right days for weddings, 
childbirth, funerals, travel, meetings, construction, and 
countless other matters. But the Founder advocated 
that we do not have to follow the Days and Direction. 
He could have been vehemently condemned for 
ignoring this deeply held custom. Some might have 
said, “Omae wa bakaka,” in response to his actions. 
Situations like this can occur in any given time and 
place—this is one truth of life. 

http://www.konkowahiawa.org/


After spending almost half a century in Hawaii, when I 
ask myself, “Were you baka for serving at Wahiawa 
Church?” I simply feel grateful for the life I have lived. 
As I said in the beginning: I give thanks for all the 
days I’ve spent here, just as I gave thanks on the very 
first day I arrived at this church. 

Voice of the Universe… 

1. There are people between Heaven and 
Earth. Heaven is father and Earth is mother. 
Humans, plants, and other living things live 
on Earth through the blessings they receive 
from Heaven..  I Ishihara Ginzo 12. 

2.  Heaven and Earth continue to live. Because 
Heaven and Earth are alive, all people are 
able to live. III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 104 

Bulletin Board 
 

October 2025  
1 Wed -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-  

 Sama (7:30 pm)  
5 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) 
 -Honolulu Church Godaisai (11 am) 
12 Sun -No Sunday Service  

-Waipahu Church Godaisai (11 am) 
13 Mon-Wahiawa Church Godaisai (5 pm) 
19 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am) *Okage sharing 
26 Sun -Monthly Memorial Service (9 am)  
 
November 2025 
1 Sat -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane No  

 Kami-Sama (7:30 pm)  

● Monthly Volunteer Activity at St. Francis The 
next activity will be on Fri,  10/3 at 10:30 am  

● KMH Kyōten Study Group via Zoom Voice of 
the Universe Join us:  10/8 and 10/22 at 5 pm 

●HCRP Peace Prayer at Honolulu Church on Sat., 
10/18 at 4 pm 
 
In Loving Memory: October  
Rev. Sugako Yoshino    10/3/2022 
Janet Kimie Faggard   10/3/2012 
Hiromi Ishii   10/4/2003 
Shizue Yamamoto  10/6/2008 
Richard Mankichi Hirota 10/8/1990 
Sangwoo Shim   10/09/1982 

Henry Yoshiichi Uyehara 10/10/2007 
Saku Hasuo   10/12/1996 
Francis Toshiji Suwa  10/12/1996 
Isamu Tokumoto  10/14/1995 
Kenneth Kenji Okimoto 10/20/2020 
Pasqualine Webber  10/21/2010 
Tahichi Higuchi  10/26/1945 
Kazuyoshi Kidani  10/2006 
Donald Takeshi Katsura 10/31/1953 
Edith Hisayo Tamabayashi 10/31/2014 

The Life of the Founder 金光教祖の生涯 瀬戸

三喜雄 金光教学研究所 紀要別冊教学叢書 2  

The following is an English translation of a book titled, 
"Konkō Kyōso no Shougai" or "The Life of the Founder 
Konko Daijin" authored by the Rev. Mikio Seto and 
published by Konkokyo Theological Research Center in 
1980. Many biographies about the life of the Founder Konko 
Daijin exist. I would like to introduce this article for your 
reference in your pursuit of faith. An English translation was 
provided by Rev. Yasuhiro Yano. (continued from the 
previous issue) Page 189 to 192 pages 

Kami Used Bunji for His Purpose 

About ten years had passed since Bunji dedicated 
himself to serving as a Toritsugi-Mediator. During this 
time, he encountered both successes and challenges. 
Bunji seemed to reach the highest stage of his spiritual 
journey between 1865 and 1869, continuing into 1879. 
His spirituality appeared to elevate to its highest level 
in pursuit of faith. 

On November 24, 1867, Kami stated: 
“Humans living under Nittenshi (the Sun) are Kami’s 
children. If your body suffers from pain or illness, 
working will be difficult. Pray for physical safety, 
diligence in your work, abundant harvests, and even 
for your horses and cattle. Pray for everything with 
sincerity” (Oboecho 11-7). Kami also said: 
“The power of Gattenshi (the Moon) is directed 
toward pregnancy and child-rearing. During 
pregnancy, the parents' hearts and minds are crucial. If 
the mother's menstruation is terminated due to 
pregnancy and she later aborts the child, misfortune 
will follow. Pray to Me with a sincere heart to dispel 
difficulties and bring relief” (Oboecho 11-7-3, 4). 

Bunji believed that all people are Kami’s beloved 
children. He taught that people could pray to Kami for 
anything, without discrimination, as long as they did so 



with sincerity and a single heart. Before Bunji's 
teachings, people were discriminative in their prayers 
to Kami, believing certain requests were taboo. It was 
considered inappropriate to pray for domestic animals, 
such as horses and cattle, or anything related to 
childbirth, due to the belief that such matters were 
impure. Bunji, however, advocated that everything in 
this world occurs under Kami’s blessings, and 
therefore, there should be no taboos in prayer. 

Kami said: 
“Through the virtue of Konko Daigongen’s Toritsugi 
mediation, Nittenshi Gattenshi Kimon Konjin saves. 
Konko Daigongen saves people from their troubles 
and shows them the way to relief. This year marks the 
eleventh year since I first requested your assistance. 
Konko Daigongen, from now on, you shall be upheld 
as a kami. You have revealed the virtue and influence 
of Tenchi No Kami to the world. I am grateful. 
Konko, I express My thanks. Keep these words in 
mind” (Oboecho 11-7-5, 6, 7, 8). 

Bunji referred to the Kami he believed in as “Konjin” 
and “Kane No Kami.” Over time, the deity's name 
evolved into Nittenshi·Gattenshi·Kimon Kane No 
Kami, reflecting Bunji's deeper understanding of 
Kami's nature. The glory of Kami began to shine 
brightly. Dozens of people began practicing Toritsugi-
Mediation, inspired by Bunji, in Bizen, Bitchu, and 
Bingo provinces. This surge in followers could be 
attributed to Bunji’s influence. 

At this stage, significant changes began to unfold. 
Bunji began to reveal the virtue and influence of 
Tenchi Kane No Kami to the world. Through his 
Toritsugi-Mediation, Bunji also manifested divine 
functions as a “kami.” Kami stated: 
“In an emergency, you need not say, ‘Tenchi Kane No 
Kami!’ Simply say, ‘Konko Daijin, please help me,’ and 
you will receive divine blessings” (Gorikai III Konko 
Kyoso Gorikai 4-2). Kami also said: 
“Directly asking Kami for help can be difficult, but it 
is easier to direct your request to Konko Daijin.” 

On October 26 (November 19), Kami spoke again: 
“You, Ikigami Konko Daijin, have been performing 
Toritsugi for Nittenshi Gattenshi Ushitora Hitsujisaru 
Kimon Kane No Kami (the Principal Parent of the 
Universe) for thirteen years.” 
The “thirteen years” refers to a complete cycle of the 
12-shi (Chinese zodiac), likely starting in 1858 when 
Kami granted Bunji the titles of “Shitaba no Ujiko” 
and “Ichi No Deshi,” the first disciple of Kami. This 

period marks Bunji’s first direct connection with 
Kami, though the exact details remain unclear. 

Kami seemed to respond to Bunji’s spiritual growth 
through these revelations. As Bunji advanced in his 
role as a Toritsugi-Mediator, Kami acknowledged 
Bunji’s evolving spiritual state, declaring that he had 
become functional as “kami.” Kami stated: 
“With much patience, you have accumulated divine 
virtue and have become one with the Universe” 
(Oboecho 14-3, 2). Bunji’s spiritual progress became 
evident at this stage, marking the beginning of his role 
as a savior. 

On September 24 (November 8), Kami gave another 
order: “Change your divine name to Ikigami Konko 
Daijin. 
IKIGAMI KONKO DAIJIN 
Nittenshi Gattenshi 
Ushitora Hitsujisaru Kimon Kane No Kami 
Daishogun Nokorazu Konjin” 

Kami then instructed: 
“Make and put up a banner that reads, ‘May there be 
peace throughout the world, prosperity in all countries, 
and safety for all people,’ and pray daily.” 
The term “Shokoku jyoujyu,” in the original Japanese, 
refers to more than 60 provinces in Japan. Kami 
ordered Bunji to pray for the prosperity of all people 
and the well-being of the world. This divine command 
highlighted Bunji’s growing focus on global prayer, 
which extended beyond his personal followers and 
included prayers for humanity’s collective good. At the 
same time, Kami made the function of Hiromae 
known to the world. 

One of Bunji’s disciples, Tomie Takahashi, followed 
Bunji’s example, extending her prayers to Kami. 
However, her actions sparked anger among the 
Yamabushi monks, who shouted: 
“What is this? A woman prays for world peace and the 
well-being of people? It should be our privilege, as 
men, to pray for peace and the welfare of people by 
performing ‘goma’ rituals for one week! How can a 
woman pray for world peace?” They condemned her 
practice of prayer, as women were traditionally 
associated with impurity and were not allowed to pray 
for such lofty matters. In those days, a woman 
engaging in such prayer was seen as self-conceited or 
arrogant. Considering the traditions of the time, 
Bunji’s daily display of a banner promoting world 
peace and people’s welfare represented a dramatic 
shift in his spirituality. (to be continued) 


