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By Yasuhiro Yano 
Head Minister 
 
The annual 7th Summer Ohana Camp initiated by the Konko 
Mission of Wahiawa was held from June 17-18 at Camp Erdman, 
Mokuleia.  Twenty-one people responded to attend the program.  
We enjoyed good weather, fun activities, good food and enriching 
presentation by the Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi.  The 
participants expressed their thoughts for the program in the 
“Wahiawa Konko Mission Children’s Newsletter” of July issue.   
 
I have witnessed something interesting in the development of the 
annual Summer Ohana Camp in the last 7 years.  The program has 
evolved to become a sort of outreach function to non-Konko 
believers.  This year, 21 people, including the guest speaker, 
participated.  Two-thirds of the participants were friends of the 
church congregation.  Some of them attended five times, and Alex 
Furusho attended seven consecutive times.  But every year, they 
express their applause and gratitude for the program, especially 
the presentations by the Rev. Dr. Todd Takahashi.   
 
This year’s theme was, “Orei (appreciation, gratitude), Owabi 
(apologies and reformation of hearts) and Onegai (supplications, 
prayers in request).”  This year’s theme for the program was 
special.  While I was traveling in Japan for my mother’s 50th day 
memorial service held in January of this year, my daughter, Edna 
asked me to make a request to Konko-Sama about this year’s 
theme for the annual Summer Ohana Camp.  When I made a visit 
to Gohonbu, the Rev. Hiromichi Konko was serving at the 
Toritsugi-Mediation Desk.  I forwarded the message from Edna 
and told him the themes we had in the last six years.  After a pause, 
he spoke, “Orei, Owabi and Onegai dewa doudesuka?”  
Reflectively I said, “It sounds good.” And I left the place in 
gratitude.   
 
The subject of “Orei (appreciation, gratitude), Owabi (apologies 
and reformation of hearts) and Onegai (supplications, prayers in 
request)” has become a signature teaching in the faith community.  

These three elements are essential in the practice of faith, 
regardless of religious differences.  Even in the Konko faith 
community, the view for the three elements is not consistent.  
Some congregations emphasize the importance of “Orei” 
(appreciation, gratitude).   Some other people believe in the 
concept of “Owabi” (apologies and reformation of hearts).  There 
are also people who believe “Onegai” (supplications, prayers in 
request) is the vital element of getting blessed.   
 
But the preferences could be attributable to the concept of 
practicing faith held by the believers.   
 
In my understanding, the concept of “Orei” (appreciation, 
gratitude), "Owabi" (apologies and reformation of hearts) and 
"Onegai" (supplications, prayers in request)” become accepted as 
a Konko teaching through the introduction of the concept by the 
Rev. Matsutaro Yasutake, the founding minister of Konko Church 
of Amagi.  The following episode is an excerpt from the book, 
“Yasutake Matsutaro-shi.”   
 
Mrs. Chitose Kaneko, wife of the Rev. Yasuki Kaneko, the 
founding minister of Konko Church of Yasu in Fukuoka left 
her message in writing as follows:  The writing could be 
assumed to be made at an early stage of the Showa Era.  “Her 
mother, who was aged and had developed hearing difficulty, 
could not notice the approaching of a horse driven cargo 
vehicle from behind.  Accidentally, the items loaded on the 
truck fell down on the road, and some of them hit my mother 
on the feet.  The item was the hard-compressed soybean 
which what was left after extracting the soybean oil.  The 
thick, heavy compressed disks of soybean were rock-hard.  
Immediately the people in the scene responded to bring her 
into the Uchida Hardware shop nearby.  In responding to the 
situation, my mother expressed her thoughts by saying she 
was sorry for the driver of the truck because she could not 
notice the approach of the truck because of her hearing 
difficulty.  The spectators all responded to the expressed 
thought of mother by saying that her expression of apologies 
was nonsense.  It should be the driver who shall be blamed 
for the accident.  Despite the sympathies expressed by the 
people at the hardware shop and the Sanoya shop across the 
road, my mother was steadfast in her belief that she should 
extend her apologies to Kami-Sama for the development.”  
Written by Chitose. 
 
The message was written on back of both sides of a used 
envelope which carried the name of Harada Shoe Store.  The 
envelope also contained a letter forwarded by the Rev. 
Matsutaro Yasutake in responding to her expressed thought.  
The letter pad was something that looked like a half of the 
Mino paper which was thick and could be used for 
Goshinmai envelope or Shoji screen paper.  The letter could 
be handed to Chitose who came to visit church and sought 
Toritsugi-Mediation about the condition of her mother who 
was bed-ridden because of the injury.   
 



The Rev. Yasutake wrote, “I will pray for you for two weeks 
to get recovered.  The fact you can feel pain in the feet means 
you have been kept alive due to the sustenance of Kami-
Sama.  Give thanks for the life being given to you, extend 
your apologies for the injuries sustained (because you cannot 
serve Kami-Sama due to the injury), and have a prayer that 
since your legs are given by Kami-Sama, ask Kami-Sama to 
heal the injured legs.”  On the reverse side of the paper, he 
stated, “I believe practicing faith means your heart will be 
directed to the heart of Kami-Sama.  Try to exercise the heart 
of Kami-Sama as your own heart.  I believe our heart in 
reflection of Kami-Sama’s heart can be consisted of 60 
percent of Orei (Paying back what we owe to Kami-Sama), 
30 percent of Owabi (Reforming your own heart) and 10 
percent of Onegai (Reliance to Kami-Sama).  Since Kami-
Sama promised that you shall be given blessing in responding 
to the forwarded heart of joy and thankfulness.” 
 
As has been shown in the illustration, the three elements of 
Orei, Owabi and Onegai are relevantly shown in the main 
trunk of a tree, branch and leaves accordingly. (Yasutake 
Matsutaro-shi, pages 231- 232). 
 
Actually, the message forwarded to the mother of Chitose 
Kaneko was in acknowledgement of the advanced stage of 
the spirituality developed by the mother.  The illustration 
exactly showed the nature of the heart held by the person as 
well as by the Rev. Matsutaro Yasutake.  In Japan, they use 
the expression of “Shinjin ni naru” or a spiritual 
transformation as a Konko believer.  I believe an ideal state 
of the heart held by a Konko believer can be illustrated in the 
diagram.  Of course we cannot digitalize or quantify the 
volume of the heart we develop.  The reference simply shows 
the priority of how we deliver our thoughts in the practice of 
faith.   
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Honoring the Mitama Spirits 
 
July 
Shimeno Iwasa   7/1/1966 
Wesly Katsumi Oyama   7/4/1981 
Randy Yamamoto    7/5/2014 
Yasuo Hayashida  7/5/1998 
Masao Yoshihara  7/12/2002 
Robert Walker   7/15/2015 
Rev. Yoshie Yoshino   7/21/2005 
Miyamoto Asa Iratsume  7/23/1933 
May Shimao    7/30/2004 
 

If you wish to have a name added to the church Mitama 
listing or removed, please contact Rev. Yasuhiro Yano. 

  
 

Konko-Sama Says . . . 
 
People exist because of Kami, and Kami exists because of 
people.  Therefore, you should pray to Kami about 
everything, including sickness and problems, whether it is an 
emergency or not.  Practicing faith is to have a heart like 
Kami in your everyday life.  Praying to Kami by putting your 
hands together is not the only way to practice faith.  A single 
heart means one heart.  So be sure you do not go astray by 
having a double heart.  Depending only on Tenchi Kane No 
Kami is having a single heart.  You should be single-hearted 
and receive divine blessings fully.  (III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 
1981, 2)  
 
Konko Daijin said, “Everybody asks me to come to their 
homes, but since I cannot be absent from Kami’s Hiromae, I 
do not go.  However, I have never failed to help save a person 
who asked me for help with a single heart.”  
(Jinkyukyogoroku 55) 
 

 
 

Bulletin Board 
 

Main Services for July 2017 
 
1 Sat     -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami (7:30 pm) 
2 Sun    -Sunday Service (9 am) 
9 Sun    -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin (9 am) 
16 Sun  -Sunday Service (9 am) 
23 Sun  -Monthly Memorial Service & Back-to-School Service  
              (9 am) 
30 Sun  -Sunday Service (9 am) 

August 2017 
1 Tue    -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami (7:30 pm) 

Hawaii Conference of Religions for Peace 
The regular meeting will be held on Monday, July 17, 2017 at 
Gedatsu Church of Hawaii at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Volunteer Activity 
The regular monthly visit to the Long-Term Care Facility at 
Wahiawa General Hospital will be made on Friday, July 14, 2017 
at 10:00 a.m. 
 
KMH Calendar 
July 16 (Sun) –KMH Volunteer Activity at Kuakini Hospital 
Hale Pulama Mau Auditorium (9:30 am to 10:30am) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Insight into the teachings in “Tenchi wa 
Kataru” or “Voice of the Universe” 
 
The following are excerpts of series of an English translation of “Tenchi 
wa Kataru—Kanwa-shu” or “Compilation of Insight into the teachings in 
the Voice of the Universe” which contains 400 selected teachings from 
the original “Konkokyo Kyoten” or the “Konkokyo Scriptures.”  Three 
authors, namely, the Revs. Mikio Seto, Yasushi Hata and Matsutarō 
Kōsaka contributed the insightful articles. The translation is provided by 
Yasuhiro Yano.   (Reference pages 311, 312 and 313) 
 



No. 311 
People have a festival for the village kami by beating taiko 
drums and celebrating a lot.  But for Tenchi Kane No Kami, 
while people are receiving divine blessings every day, they only 
light a simple candle on service days.  Cook some white rice 
and offer it with some fish salad.  Your children will then ask 
you about it.  After you explain, they will become aware of 
Kami’s divine grace and will come to respect Kami as they 
grow older.  (II Takahashi Tomie 47-1, 2  Kyoten page 619 ) 
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Faith oriented family environment 

It is a sort of social trend that many people flock to attend many 
festive events taking place at various shrines and temples in Japan.  
They respond to this commercialized tour fevers.  The quoted 
message reminds us to be fully aware of the blessings we receive 
from Heaven and Earth. 

Through my observation, I have noticed that many believers 
respond to attend Grand Services.  But majority of believers 
usually keep their house altar as usual without any special 
offerings despite the significant festivities that are to take place at 
the church. 

When the family observes some significant events, such as the day 
of initiation into the Konko faith by grandparents or memorial 
days of the important family members by making some sort of 
special offerings, such as flowers at the Kami altar and the 
ancestral altar, the young family members will respond to the 
unusual atmosphere, and they would show interests and ask for the 
reasons for the special occasions.  

It is important for the senior members of the family to respond to 
extended curiosities from the young family members with 
sincerity.  They will learn about the initiation of the family into the 
Konko faith tradition; learn to appreciate the infinite blessings of 
Kami-Sama.  By continuously reminding the family about these 
matters from time to time would help the young generation to 
appreciate the workings of Kami-Sama.   

The parents become authoritarian in the practice of faith and could 
impose some formalities of getting engaged in the practice of faith 
without much consideration of their children.  It is a common 
scene that parents just say, “Sit down before the altar and pray to 
Kami-Sama.” 

It looks easy and rational to impose the formalities of how to get 
engaged in the practice of faith.  But contrary to the expectations 
of the adult, the children do not appreciate the imposition from the 
parents and might just rebel. 

In the course of growth of children, at certain ages, they would 
show little interests in the subjects of religious practices and reject 
the imposing nature of parental instructions.  It would be 
important for the parents try to convey the matters regarding the 
practice of faith to their children.  As they reach a certain age and 
gain experience in life, they would learn to appreciate the 
messages they have been shared by their parents.  They would 

learn to respect and believe in Kami-Sam because of the input of 
information from the parents.   

The most effective element to pass on the Konko faith tradition to 
the young family members is the parents who live the faith in their 
daily living in exercise of the Konko faith.   

 

No. 312 
When a son becomes fifteen, you should teach him how to do 
things on his own.  He should start to practice his own faith for 
his own personal matters for that he may receive divine 
blessings.  From a parent’s point of view, a child is always a 
child even when he grows up.  But if you spoil your child too 
much or help him too much, it can be harmful.  There is a 
saying, “Spare the rod and spoil the child.”  If you tell your 
child about the blessings of faith, he will naturally follow you 
in his practice of faith.  (III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 63-1, 2  Kyoten 
page 831) 
 
 
 
Practice faith on your own at the age of 15 

When Jiroshiro Kataoka made a visit to see the Founder on 
January 2, 1873, the Founder proceeded before the Kami altar and 
extended a prayer.  In responding to the prayer, Kami gave a direct 
revelation (Gosaiden) through the mouth of the Founder to 
Jiroshiro Kataoka.  “Kataoka Jiroshiro, Kami considers you to be 
my right-hand man.  A feudal lord has many retainers, but there 
are few who can be his right-hand man.  There are many who 
practice faith, but there are few who can be Kami’s right-hand 
man.  There are many who practice faith, but there are few who 
can be Kami’s right-hand man.  Konko Daijin’s right-hand man is 
you, Kataoka Jiroshiro.  I will think of you as a disciple.  I will 
make your Saizaki hiromae a branch of this Hiromae.” 

Then Kami revealed, “When your son becomes fifteen years old, 
have him take your place as head of the family.”  Kami’s intent 
was to let Jiroshiro Kataoka serve Kami while leaving the 
domestic matters to his son. 

But at that occasion, he lost his eldest son years ago and had no 
child.  Despite the fact that he had no child, Kami asked him to 
respond to Kami’s request of helping people by saying, “When 
your son becomes fifteen years old, have him take your place as 
head of the family.”  I wonder how Jiroshiro Kataoka interpreted 
the forwarded message from Kami. 

He accepted the divine message and determined to be of service to 
Kami fifteen years ahead in assumption that he would be blessed 
with a son soon. 

A child born after a long period of pause would bring a special joy 
to the parents.  But Jiroshiro Kataoka disciplined himself by 
saying, “From a parent’s point-of-view, a child is a child even 
when they grow up.  But, if you spoil your child too much or help 
him too much, it can be harmful.  There is a saying, ‘Spare the rod 
and spoil the child.’  If you tell your child about the blessings of 
faith, he will naturally follow you in his practice of faith.”  The 



message is a stern reminder to those parents who cannot let their 
children become independent. 

It could serve as a reminder for Jiroshiro Kataoka, “You should 
teach your son how to do things on his own.  He should start to 
practice his own faith for his own personal matters so that he may 
receive divine blessings.” 
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In corresponding to the divine revelation, Jiroshiro Kataoka was 
blessed with a son named Kounoshin in September.  He took over 
the responsibility of the church established by his parents and 
served for the Konkokyo faith community.  He became chief 
director of a regional faith community.  He also helped compile 
and edit “Jinkyu Kyogoroku.” 
 
 
No. 312 
When I speak, all of you listen well to what I have to say.  Be 
sure, however, that upon your return home you do not become 
they type of religious person who scolds and worries their 
family.  There are people who give good lectures but end up 
with only the lectures.  Those who live their faith should first 
understand what they have heard and practice it themselves 
before telling others about it.  If you are a minister who merely 
preaches, no one, including your family members, will listen to 
what you say, which brings disgrace upon Kami.  (III Jinkyu 
Kyogoroku 24-1, 2  Kyoten page 817) 
 
 
“Shinjin kougai” (Disruptive pollution by believers) 
They say, “Shinjin kougai” or disruptive behaviors of believers 
who corrupt others. 

It seemed that at the faith community at Konko Church of Saizaki, 
the Rev. Jiroshiro Kataoka had to deal with the believers who 
exhibit disruptive behaviors at their own family lives.  The 
opening remark in the quoted message reads, “When I speak, all of 
you listen well to what I have to say.  Be sure, however, that upon 
your return home you do not become the type of religious person 
who scolds and worries their family.  There are people who give 
good lectures but end up with only the lectures.” 

When we encounter a powerful message presented by a speaker, 
we feel like we have also emulated the sense of power for 
ourselves.  But we should be mindful not to develop an illusion 
that listening to a powerful speech does not make us great 
believers instantly.  But it is a common cause of trouble observed 
at many families where the parents become authoritarian in their 
manners.  After listening to a powerful speech at church, when 
they return home they get confused because of the gap informed at 
church and the less-faith oriented family life.   

The parents usually give good lectures to the family members.  
But the young family members feel they have been constantly 
blamed for their lack of faith.  They feel fed up with the lectures.  
If this could happen at our family, it could be a disgrace upon 
Kami-Sama.   

I remember a particular Konko minister who was quite aware of 
the nature of ordinary believers.  Whenever he spoke about 
exemplary house wife, at the end of his speech, he made a remark, 

“If you are a mother-in-law, it would be wise to refrain to share 
the story with your family.”  When he made a speech about an 
exemplary mother-in-law, he warned, “If you are a house wife, 
you should be cautious to share the story with your family.”  

There was a church believer named Mr. Yoshizo Shimamura at 
Konko Church of Shinohara in Shiga Prefecture.  He was a 
dedicated believer and served as “Shinto sodai” or an official lay 
leader of the church congregation.  Whenever he made a visit to 
church, soon after he extended a prayer, he tried to find any 
services he could offer for the church, such as cleaning and taking 
care of the church yard.  His children got confused why he 
behaved in such a manner.  But all of his children became 
dedicated Konko believers and helped serve at the churches they 
attend.   
 

7th Ohana Camp Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicholas who is doing spiritual training at Amagi Church was 
witnessed working hard at the Konko Headquarters for 
church help, when Rev. Koichi Konko from Honolulu Church 
happened to visit the Headquarters, recently. 


