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By Rev. Yasuhiro Yano 
Head Minister 
 
The Konko Church of Kawanoishi in Ehime Prefecture, Japan, 
commemorated their 100th Year Anniversary Celebration on 
November 12, 2017.  My grandfather, Tōsuke Yano was initiated 
into the Konkokyo faith just around the time the founding minister, 
the Rev. Shimataro Tsuda started his missionary work in 
Kawanoishi in 1917.  Rev. Tsuda was born in Yawatahama City in 
Ehime and was trained under the spiritual guidance of the Rev. 
Kikujiro Inagaki of Konko Church of Michihiro in Osaka.  After 
the passing of the Rev. Tsuda, the Rev. Toranojou Hida from 
Konko Church of Oozu took over the operation of the church in 
1927.  The wife of the Rev. Shimataro Tsuda, Kon, also served the 
church.  The Rev. Toranojo Hida retired from the position of Head 
Minister in 1941.  The Rev. Hidejiro Hosaka from Konko Church 
of Amagi took over the operation of the church thereafter as the 3rd 
Head Minister.  Currently, the 5th Head Minister, the Rev. 
Michiteru Hosaka is in charge of operating the church.  It is quite 
amazing that the Yano family has continued their engagement in 
the practice of faith from the wee beginnings of Konko Church of 
Kawanoishi.  
 
The Rev. Michiyoshi Yasutake, Head Minister of Konko Church 
of Amagi was the chief officiant of the service with the assistance 
of many local area ministers.  He also delivered a sermon.  I 
enjoyed meeting with many people who came to the service.  I met 
some of them for the first time in almost half a century.  Several 
“Shinto sodai” from Amagi Church also accompanied the Rev. 
Michiyoshi Yasutake.  Many of them were actively engaged in 
church functions while I was under training at the Amagi Church.  
They have evolved to be dedicated believers who have assisted the 
minister and dedicated themselves for the various church functions.  
They have continued their faith in such a wonderful manner.  
While I was standing in front of the church gate, I noticed the Rev. 
Koichi Konko of Honolulu Church was tagging along with 
entourage from the Amagi Church group.  He was also able to join 
the service on his way to attend the Konko International Gathering 
to be held at the Headquarters Church in the days to come.      

 
My father, Ichiro Yano, used to share his thoughts of his 
engagement in the practice of faith and how the family was 
initiated into the Konko faith tradition.  My grandfather, Tōsuke 
enjoyed economic prosperity as one of the richest families in town.  
But he had one problem.  He was unable to have any children to 
continue the Yano family lineage.  He extensively engaged in 
many religious traditions in hoping of getting blessed with 
children.  I still remember there were many house shrines and 
Buddhist altars in the house along with the dominating Konko 
house altar.  But his endeavor ended up in vain.  It was said that 
from time to time he was blessed with children but they all died 
young.  He also experienced divorces.  While he was in search of 
identifying a deity that could fulfill his strong wish, the Rev. 
Tsuda came to town and started his missionary work.  Through my 
grandfather’s introduction to the Konko faith, he started to get 
blessed in fulfillment of viable children.  In total, he was blessed 
with two sons and one daughter.  My father used to say proudly, 
“When I was born, I was bathed in a first bath in which a gold 
coin was placed into it.  And my father never put me on the floor.”  
That story showed the excitement and gratefulness of my 
grandfather, Tōsuke in getting blessed with the first child.  
Grandfather Tōsuke repeatedly told my father, “The Konko faith 
is a true religion.  You shall never forsake this way of faith no 
matter what may happen in future.”  My father also related the 
message to the family members from time to time.  Interestingly, I 
have also shared this message to our children from time to time.   
 
My father was blessed with eight children, including myself.  It is 
a blessing that all eight of the children got involved in the practice 
of faith in their given condition.  Through these eight children, the 
Yano family has been enjoying a bounty of blessings of more than 
50 grandchildren and great grandchildren combined.  Since the 
Yano family’s first encounter with Konkokyo, we are now at the 
5th generation of children from my grandfather, Tōsuke.   
 
When I attended the anniversary service, I felt overwhelmed in 
witnessing the 5th generation of children being connected to the 
Konko faith tradition despite the fact they may not be much aware 
of the vital nature of the Konko faith in their lives.  My eldest 
brother’s children and grandchildren lined up before the altar and 
offered “Tamagushi” during the service.  I felt grateful that I could 
identify at least one of the 5th generation family members has 
followed the family tradition of practicing the Konko faith. 
 
As a minister of the Konko faith, I want to see the growth of each 
individual as a Konko believer who can appreciate the teachings 
of the Founder Konko Daijin, and incorporate them into their faith 
life.  Throughout my ministerial career, I have wondered if such 
blessings could ever be actualized because I have witnessed good 
examples of such families.  A message was given to us through the 
Founder and there shall be valid meaning in attempting to fulfill 
that message as Konko believers.  The Founder imparted, “Few 
have a heart that Kami can accept.  Those whose hearts can be 
accepted by Kami will be blessed with good health, wealth, and 
wisdom for three generations, resulting in a strong family 
lineage.  Those whose hearts are not accepted by Kami may have 
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wealth as well as wisdom, but will get sick.  Those who have 
wisdom and good health will lose their wealth.  If they do not lose 
their wealth, their beloved children will die, leaving no 
heirs.  Since these people are not aware of Kami's blessings, they 
are always lacking one thing or another.  If you practice faith and 
understand Kami's blessings, you will live a peaceful and stable 
life.  You will have descendants and gain wealth.  You will 
receive divine blessings from year to year, and then from 
generation to generation” (III Konko Kyoso Gorikai 78).  
  
I believe it is not an occasional exposure to the minister's sermons 
you listen, but it is your day to day faith life of incorporating the 
teachings of the Konko faith that help you to achieve solid 
transformation as Konko believers who can enjoy good health, 
wealth and lasting human relationships for generations.   
 
I didn’t think I could afford my 4th trip to Japan this year; however, 
in great blessedness, I found a reasonably priced flight to Japan.  
First I flew Hawaiian Airlines from Honolulu to Kona in the 
morning.  After getting off from the plane, I went through the 
security screening near the arrival terminal.  I could see the 
departure gate No. 6 and above.  I was waiting around till about 15 
minutes before departure of the plane.  But no overhead 
announcement could be heard about the flight I was scheduled for.  
I got a strange feeling and carefully examined my boarding ticket.  
The information stated the flight will depart from gate No. 1.  I 
found out I was waiting at the wrong terminal.  I raced to the other 
terminal that was located away from the gate I was waiting.  I had 
to go through the security screening again in panic.  Thankfully, I 
was able to board the plane, just in the nick of time.  When I 
settled at my seat and looked out the window, I saw a Japan 
Airlines’ traffic control personnel waving his right hand at our 
airplane in a gesture that warmly conveyed, “Have a safe flight, 
and see you again!”  That was the first time I have noticed this.  I 
thanked Kami-Sama that I could manage to get on board the JAL 
plane and prayed for my safe and meaningful trip to attend the 
Centennial Celebration Service of Konko Church of Kawanoishi.    

 
Konko-Sama Says . . . 
Food is made and provided by Tenchi Kane No Kami to sustain 
one’s life. (III Shinkun 1-13) 
 
Never forget to have a grateful heart whenever you drink or eat. 
(III Shinkun 2-15) 
 
There is nothing more irreverent than to waste food.  It takes a 
long time to prepare the food before it can be eaten.  Nevertheless, 
people waste or throw away food.  That means they are wasting 
Kami’s blessings and people’s hard work. (III Junkyu Kyogoroku 
100-14) 

 
Bulletin Board 
 

Main Services for December 2017 
1 Fri     -Monthly Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami (7:30 pm) 
3 Sun    -Sunday Service (9 am) 
10 Sun  -Monthly Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin (9 am) 
17 Sun  -Sunday Service (9 am) 
24 Sun  -45th Memorial Service for the Late Rev. Haruko  
              Takahashi (10 am) 
31 Sun  -End of the Year Service (9 am) 

January 2018 
1 Mon  -Ganjitsu-sai New Year’s Day Ceremony (9 am) 
 
45th Memorial Service for the Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi 
We will observe the 45th Year Memorial Service for the late Rev. 
Haruko Takahashi, the founding minister of Konko Mission of 
Wahiawa on Sunday, December 24, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  December 
24 is the exact date she departed 45 years ago.  She initiated her 
missionary work in 1940.  One year later, the war between Japan 
and the United States broke out.  She was held at the Sand Island 
Internment Camp about one month later from the break of WW2.  
She was later transferred to the Honouliuli Internment Camp.  She 
reopened the church operation at the current location at Muliwai 
Avenue in 1948.  Rev. Takahashi served the church for 32 years 
before her departure on December 24, 1972.  Please show your 
due respect to this great minister by attending the service in person 
and on time.  The Rev. Dr. Todd Zenji Takahashi will be sharing 
his thoughts about the Rev. Haruko Takahashi.  Naorai luncheon 
will follow the service.  

Hawaii Conference of Religions for Peace 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 1:30 
p.m. at Gedatsu Church. 
 

Volunteer Activity 
The regular monthly visit to the Long-Term Care Facility at 
Wahiawa General Hospital will be made on Friday, December 8, 
2017 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

KMH Calendar 
-KMH board of trustees’ meeting will be held on Saturday, 
December 2 from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
-Head Ministers’ meeting will be held on Monday, December 4, 
2017 from 10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
26th New Year’s Mochi Pounding 
We will hold the 26th New Year’s Mochi Pounding on Saturday, 
December 30, 2017.  We are able to continue this annual event 
because of your help.  Regularly over 50 volunteer helpers will 
join this tradition of Mochitsuki in a traditional manner with Usu 
and Kine.  We will limit the order for the first 250 pounds of order.  
That is the limit of rice we can handle.  Curry and rice will be 
served for helpers.  The firing for steaming will begin at around 
7:30 in the morning and the first batch of rice will be pounded at 
around 8:30 a.m.  The whole session will continue to around 4:00 
p.m.  Please come to enjoy and preserve this tradition of 
Mochitsuki.  All mochi orders due by December 26—earlier is 
better.    
 
Outreach Mochi Poundings 
We will provide mochi pounding demonstrations at the following 
date and locations.  The proceeds from the program will be 
deposited to the Educational Fund.  If you would be able to help 
the program, please contact your minister. 
 
12/16 (Sat.)   -At Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii at 9 am and  
                       11am 
12/26 (Tue)   -At Hilton Waikiki Beach Hotel at 5 pm 
12/27 (Wed)  -At Hawaii Prince Hotel 10 am 
 
 
 



Honoring the Mitama Spirits 
 

December 
Frederick Michael Conti  12/6/2015 
Francisco Bareng        12/12/2017 
Hilda Kazuno Yamamoto 12/14/2007 
Fumitake Yoshiiwa  12/15/2012 
Lillian Tanigawa  12/16/2010 
Isamu Iwasa   12/17/1943 
Shizuko Takayama  12/21/2006 
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Rev. Fumio Yasutake  12/23/1995 
Rev. Haruko Takahashi 12/24/1972 
 

 
 

Insight into the teachings in “Tenchi wa 
Kataru” or “Voice of the Universe” 
 

The following are excerpts of series of an English 
translation of “Tenchi wa Kataru—Kanwa-shu” or 
“Compilation of Insight into the teachings in the Voice of 
the Universe” which contains 400 selected teachings from 
the original “Konkokyo Kyoten” or the “Konkokyo 
Scriptures.”  Three authors, namely, the Revs. Mikio Seto, 
Yasushi Hata and Matsutarō Kōsaka contributed the 
insightful articles. The translation is provided by Yasuhiro 
Yano.   (Reference pages 326, 327 and 328) 
 
 
No. 326: Everyone knows the names and causes of illness, but 
no one knows the cause of receiving divine blessings.  You 
should seek the cause of blessings instead of the cause of 
illnesses.  (III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 34   Kyoten page 820) 
 
 
Cause of blessings 
 
We have been constantly exposed to many medical issues through 
newspapers, magazines, the TV programs and so forth.  When we 
make a visit to any book stores in town, we feel overwhelmed with 
so many different publications about the health and medical 
concerns.  It is just a reflection of the society in which people have 
much interest in the issues pertaining to good health and medical 
issues. 
 
This awareness for good health is good and should not be 
discouraged.  But there could be some negative aspects for 
ordinary people who have limited medical knowledge.  When we 
experience some discomfort in the body, we may try to find the 
cause of the disorder by looking into any available resources for 
reference and make an assessment by ourselves.  We may 
experience a deep anxiety in fear of a possible cancer attack.  
When we have a bit higher blood pressure, we may worry if we 
would develop a stroke.  As a result, many people got trapped into 
this mindset and develop some neurotic disorder.  Everyone seems 
to know the names and cause of illnesses, but do not know the 
cause of blessings as the Founder pointed out.   
 
When the Founder reached to his closing stage in life, Japan 
entered into the new world of the Meiji Restoration.  Modern 

Western medical and health issue knowledge rapidly flooded in 
Japan.  Jiroshiro Kataoka made his initial pilgrimage to see the 
Founder in 1868.  He might share his thoughts with the Founder 
about the rapidly changing society.   
 
Both of them had lost their own young children.  They might have 
exchanged their thoughts on losing their own children.  They 
might have some regrets that there could be some alternatives to 
save their children who succumbed to illnesses.  At the same time, 
they might have looked back at those days in reflection and learn 
to appreciate the true nature of Kami-Sama through the inevitable 
passing of their children.  Instead of trying to figure out the cause 
of the illnesses, they might feel appreciative of developing 
understanding about the nature of getting engaged in the practice 
of faith.   
 
The medical knowledge we can access is far greater than the 
people in Meiji era.  The Founder reminded us of the importance 
of seeking the cause of blessings instead of the cause of illnesses.  
 
 
No. 327: Don’t think that because you practice faith, you will 
never fall ill.  Even the sun and moon have abnormalities of 
eclipses.  It’s only natural.  People may practice faith, but their 
bodies are only human.  Accept the fact that you are subject to 
illnesses, and think that you won’t die from it.   
(I Kondo Fujimori 40  Kyoten page 285) 

 
 
Accept the fact that we are subject to illnesses. 
 
Some religious sects advocate that they could gain supernatural 
powers like Superman or attain eternal life of their physical 
bodies.  But the Founder Konko Daijin related to Fujimori Kondo, 
“Don’t think that because you practice faith, you will never fall 
ill.” 
 
The Founder might give this message to Fujimori Kondo in 
corresponding to his extended thought.  While Kondo was serving 
as a toritsugi mediator, he felt, “A person like me with no virtue 
cannot continue serving the Faith.  I must acquire more of Kami’s 
virtue.”  He decided he had to do ascetic training and asked 
Konko-Sama for advice.  “I would very much like to go to a 
mountain and undergo ascetic training for some time.  What do 
you think of this?”  Konko-Sama asked, “If you go to a mountain, 
how will you do ascetic training?”  Kondo responded, “In the 
mountain, I will first live on dumplings made from barley.  Then I 
will live on the nuts and leaves of trees.  And toward the end, I 
will survive only on water.”  Then Konko-Sama asked, “What 
kind of mountain will you go to?”  Kondo responded, “I will go as 
deep into the mountains as I can, to separate myself from the 
world.”  Konko-Sama responded, “That is fine.  However Kondo-
san, you need not trouble yourself by going into a mountain.  
Create a mountain in your heart, and do religious training there.  
Enter the mountain which you have created in your heart, then no 
matter if there are difficulties or unsavory meals from your wife, 
you will not complain” (II Kondo Fujimori 20). 
 
The Founder’s deep perspective was shown even in the following 
message, “Even the sun and moon have abnormalities of eclipses.  
It is natural people may practice faith, but their bodies are only 



There are many great Konko ministers who got their spiritual eyes 
opened through their encounter with grave illnesses.  They 
transformed into new people who devoted themselves to the 
services to Kami. 

human.  Accept the fact that you are subject to illnesses, and think 
that you won’t die from it.” 
Even those people who practice faith are likely to take an ordinary 
reaction when they encounter illnesses in such a manner, “Why 
me?  I have gotten engaged in my practice of faith so fervently, 
why should I have to suffer from this illness?”  They are likely to 
blame Kami instead of reflecting on themselves.  The Founder 
firmly stated, “It’s only natural.  People may practice faith, but 
their bodies are only human.  Accept the fact that you are subject 
to illness.” 

 
The Rev. Mitsu Katsura, who married to the Rev. Matsuhei 
Katsura, the founding minister of Konko Church of Kokura in 
Kyushu, was one of those great ministers.  She was nicknamed as 
“yami-bukuro” or a cornucopia of illness.  Because of her poor 
health condition, she dedicated in pursuit of faith and was referred 
to as “Kyoubo” or “Mother in the faith community.”  
 What should be reminded is how we respond to the situation when 

we encounter an illness.  We often witness that people who 
boasted their good health respond in total chaos and hopelessness 
once they would succumb to grave illness.   

Another person was the wife of the 3rd Konko-Sama.  She 
expressed, “Kami-Sama uses a person like me with poor health in 
that given capacity.  I have no worries at all.”  I still vividly 
remember that she always followed the Konko-Sama from behind 
for his daily morning procession form the residence to the worship 
hall.  She always greeted us with a smile.   

 
The Rev. Kiyoyuki Miyauchi, who became Head Minister of 
Konko Church of Waseda in Tokyo, got tuberculosis when he was 
young.  He shared his misery in a book titled, “Yasuragi.”  He 
threw up a stream of blood from the mouth in agony.  It was just 
miraculous he could survive from such a helpless condition.  
When I think of his recovery, the statement made by the Founder, 
“Accept the fact that you are subject to illness, and think that you 
won’t die from it” sounds so divine.   

 
 

Kawanoishi Church Centennial Anniversary 
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No. 328: Even iron wears out when used.  Similarly, it is 
natural for the human body to sometimes have pain or an itch.  
A hoe, for example, cuts well after it is sharpened.  To have 
pain or an itch is like being sharpened.  Through these 
experiences, people are able to begin their practice of faith.  It 
becomes part of their training, and their faith will develop.  
Since man is conceited by nature, he is encouraged to practice 
faith when he has pain or an itch, but he realizes his faith if he 
has no problems.  (III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 171-1, 2   Kyoten page 876 to 877) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 To have pain or an itch is like being sharpened. 
  
 The first half of the statement was the message from the Founder 

and the latter half was an interpretative understanding by Jiroshiro 
Kataoka.   

 
 

 
As a farmer, the Founder knew that even a hoe, a sickle and spade 
made of iron would wear out.  He also learned that it was natural 
for the human body to subject to pain and itch.   
 
He also learned that a sickle with dull blade could cut well after 
being sharpened.  The Founder identified that when he got sick, he 
should accept the illness and try to regain good health without 
indulging in complaints.  In this manner, whenever he encountered 
hardship, he tried to deal with the situation with the heart full of 
hope at all times.   
 
Jiroshiro Kataoka responded to the extended thought from the 
Founder and interpreted, “The same could be true in pursuit of 
faith.  Although we are subject to pain and an itch from time to 
time and suffer, we could regard the discomforts as elements for 
spiritual training and help us to direct our hearts toward Kami and 
get blessed.  If we are free from any illness and have little worries, 
we are likely to get lost in pursuit of faith.” 

The photo above was taken about 56 years ago with the Kawanoishi 
Church Youth Group. Rev. Yasuhiro Yano was only 10 years old at 
that time.  Can you guess which one of these youths is Yano Sensei? 


