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A Thought About the Joint KCNA and KMH
Conference

Rev. Yasubiro Yano, Head Minister

For the first time in many years, I joined the
2025 KCNA-KMH Joint Conference held at the
Applegate Retreat Center in California. The nearest
church to the site is the Konko Church of
Sacramento. It’s nearby, but it still takes over three
hours to get there by car from San Francisco,
Mahalo to Rev. Joanne Tolosa of San Francisco
Church for picking us up and driving all the way to
the conference site. And Mahalo to Ms. Michelle
Kuruma for dropping us off at the airport after the
conference ended.

Rev. Koichi Konko, his son Michio, and Rev.
Edna Matsuoka joined the Youth Camp, Young
Adult Seminar, and Family Camp from July 1 to 4.
Rev. Reiko Yano and I joined the Spirituality Bridge
program from July 3 to 4. Ms. Paula Higuchi from
Honolulu Church, Rev. Akinobu and Mrs. Miyoko
Yasutake from Waipahu Church, and the rest of the
group from Hawaii joined the Joint Conference
from July 4 to 6. Altogether, eight of us from
Hawaii participated in the main program. Mr.
Fumihiko Indei, his wife, Elaine and several other
Aisen Shiatsu massage therapists came to generously
offer their shiatsu massages for the conference
participants. I heard many people appreciated their
services.

The theme of the conference was “Praying
anywhere, anytime, for anything.”

The first joint conference was initially held in
1980 in Hawaii and has taken place alternately
between the two faith communities of Hawaii and
the Konko

Churches of North America every five years.
The conference held this year marks the 10th time
in 45 years. Many people from KCNA have always

responded positively. In Hawaii, we’re beginning to
see a bit more positive response to this gathering.

I have encouraged my wife to attend every
conference that has been held in the past. She may
be one of the few who has consistently participated
in this recurring event. I have found that each of
these conferences has been a great resource for
deepening our understanding and strengthening our
commitment to our faith. It takes financial
resources, good health, positive human
relationships, and a willingness to seize
opportunities to learn. I encourage everyone in our
faith community to take advantage of any such
opportunities.

My wife and I joined the two-day Spirituality
Bridge program. About 30 people from various
countries also joined the program via Zoom. Some
participants, whether in person or online, regularly
attend the faith enrichment programs coordinated
by the Rev. Alan Matsui of the San Francisco
Church. Several participants mentioned that they
listen to the regular Zoom talk programs initiated by
Rev. Koichi Konko, Rev. Edna Matsuoka, and Ms.
Aimee Yasutake on Podcast and YouTube.

During the Spirituality Bridge program, I sensed
a growing energy among the participants—people
who are eager to learn and deepen their
understanding of the faith. We studied the “Kami
Prayer,” examining the message line by line. Small
groups of six or seven participants discussed a single
subject, exchanged thoughts, and asked questions.
This format of small group discussion proved to be
effective in understanding faith practices. Each
group included two or three resource people such as
ministers and experienced believers.

I have only attended the joint conference two or
three times in the past, but I truly enjoyed it this
time. I felt grateful to witness our son, Rodney,
carrying out his responsibilities as Head Minister of
the Konko Church of San Francisco and working
tirelessly as one of the leaders for the entire
program. Edna Sensei was also invited to serve as a
resource person for the Youth Camp and Young
Adult Seminar. It was great to see others connected
to Hawaii also participate in the conference
activities.

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to
all the people who helped make this yeat’s
conference a great and meaningful success—


http://www.konkowahiawa.org/

especially those who provided transportation for us
from Hawaii. Sitting in the car, I came to
understand the vastness of the mainland U.S.—the
wide-open land, the heavy traffic, and the time it
takes to travel back and forth.

We practice the Konko Faith in a very cozy and
comfortable environment here in the land of Aloha.
This experience made me reflect on what it means
to operate the Konko Faith in the diverse
environments of KCNA and other countties.

Thank you all for your help and participation.
And many thanks to the Konko Church of
Sacramento for hosting this year’s joint conference.

Voice of the Universe...
1. There are people between Heaven and

Farth. Heaven is father and Earth is mother.

Humans, plants, and other living things live
on Earth through the blessings they receive
trom Heaven. I Ishihara Ginzo 12.

2. Heaven and Earth continue to live. Because
Heaven and Earth are alive, all people are
able to live. III Jinkyu Kyogorokn 104

Bulletin Board

August 2025

1 Fri  -Monthly Svc. for Tenchi Kane no Kami-
Sama (7:30 pm) KHi4Jhtkk A 4%

3 Sun -Sunday Svc (9 am) and Rotary Hanashikai
at 10:30 am. (Wailuku Church Host)

17 Sun -Monthly Sve. for Ikigami Konko Daijin-
Sama (9 am) ZEFREILRIIER  H B4
-HCRP Mtg on ZOOM at 6 pm.

24 Sun -Monthly Mem. Service H FSE4% (9 am)

31 Sun -Sunday Service (9 am)

® Monthly Volunteer Activity at St. Francis The
next activity will be on Fri, 8/8/25 @ 10:30 am

o KMH Kyoten Study Group via Zoom Voice of
the Universe Join us: 8/13 and 27 at 5:00 pm on
ZOOM.

® Garage Sale on Sunday, August 10™ from 9 am to
1 pm. All proceeds will go help with the Wahiawa
Church general fund. Your generous donations of
items are very much appreciated. *No Sunday
Service on Garage Sale Day.

® Honouliuli 10" Anniversary Celebrations
Wahiawa Church Public Tour event Saturday,
8/16/25 at 10 am to about 11:30 am. Learn about
the History of the Late Rev. Haruko Takahashi who
was interned at Honouliuli.

In Loving Memoty—August

Jinpei Hayashida 8/13,/1939
Helen Y. Eguchi 8/14/1946
Sunao Hayashida 8/08/1958
Rev. Masayuki Kodama 8/24/1973

Kima Yamashita 8/1979

Masaru Nakano 8/05/2004
Masataka Yano 8/14/2012
Shizue Eguchi 8/19/2012
Sally Shigeko Nakano 8/20/2022
Makiguchi, Hidehiko 8/23/2022

The Life of the Founder &:EAHD A IE HEF
=Eff &ABEMEAT M ERMEFEES 2

The following is an English translation of a book titled,
"Konka Kydso no Shougai' or ""T'he Life of the Founder
Konko Daijin"" anthored by the Rev. Mikio Seto and
published by Konkokyo Theological Research Center in
1980. Many biographies about the life of the Founder Konko
Daijin excist. I would like to introduce this article for your
reference in_your pursuit of faith. An English translation was
provided by Rev. Yasubiro Yano. (continued from the
previous issue). Page 183-186 (continued)

Dealing with the Government

As previously described, some of the difficult
encounters Bunji faced regarding the construction
of a shrine showed slight improvement, but he still
had to deal with government regulations and rules
related to the project. One major issue was his social
status as a farmer. To resolve some of the
complications arising from his status, Bunji had to
apply for a certificate for religious work through the
Shirakawa Shinto Office. For this request, Bunji
needed to obtain an official recommendation from
the Asao Provincial Office.

Despite the somewhat relaxed regulations
during the unstable period leading up to the Meiji
Restoration, it remained extremely difficult to
overcome the limitations of Bunji’s status as a
farmer. Bunji offered a donation of 100 ry6 as a
token of appreciation for the protection and
blessings received from the government. In
response, the lord granted a letter of
recommendation supporting Bunji’s application for
priesthood status. The message of the letter read:

“They tried to enshrine the Konjin deity on the
hill belonging to Bunji, but there has been no one
able to conduct religious practice at the site, and it
would be irreverent for an ordinary person to carry



out religious services. In response to this situation,
they requested this office to grant Bunji the status of
a priest. The office accepted the request and
forwarded an official letter of recommendation for
Bunji to receive certification as a priest.”

The phrase “They tried to enshrine Konjin” was
likely just a formality to justify the request. Given
the circumstances, it may have been the only viable
way to obtain certification. According to Hagio
Konko, Buniji often said about religious certification:
“It would be all right as long as it is allowed within
the regulations. But do not outsmart others.” In line
with this remark, it can be assumed that seeking a
priest certificate did not fully reflect Bunji’s personal
intentions. While he was able to satisfy the
government’s requirements, he continued to face
ongoing and bothersome issues afterward.

Bunji spoke with Ishinojo Konko, Kawasaki,
and Hashimoto, who traveled to the Shirakawa
Shinto Office in Kyoto to submit the application for
his priesthood status. He said to them:

“I rely on you to take care of obtaining the
religious work certificate for me. But please be sure
to tell the officials that at the Hiromae of Konjin, I
cannot follow the rules and practices of the
Shirakawa Office.”

He also advised them that, since they visited
Kyoto frequently, it would be helpful to share with
the officials some episodes of blessings received
through the workings of Tenchi Kane no Kami.
Bunji firmly stated:

“I shall never change the way of life I have lived
for over ten years. I will not compromise the path I
have established just to be granted a certificate.
Instead, it would be better to emphasize my way of
living more positively to gain the Shirakawa Office’s
understanding.”

It is believed that Bunji’s way of life was not
distorted by obtaining an official letter of
recommendation. However, there were concerns
that, had Bunji followed the rules and traditions of
the Shirakawa Shinto Office, his established way of
life would have changed. In the face of this, Bunji
remained steadfast in his practice and never
compromised.

The Shirakawa Shinto Office responded to
Bunji’s concerns:

“It would be meaningless if KKami does not
respond to Bunji after he follows the religious
traditions of the Shirakawa Shinto Office. Let Bunji
do what he believes is true to his way of practicing

faith. After all, Kami responds to the heart of the
worshipper. Let him do whatever he wishes.”

Bunji received the Shirakawa Shinto Office’s
consent more smoothly than expected. It is likely
that the office showed some flexibility in their
traditional operations, perhaps influenced by
external factors. It could also be assumed that
Bunji’s sincerity and truthfulness had the power to
overcome even the most difficult obstacles.

On February 22, 1867, Buniji received his
certificate of appointment as a priest.

In response to the appointment, Bunji made
several inquiries to the Shirakawa Shinto Office.
They replied that it was acceptable for him to recite
the Rokkon Shijo Purification Prayer, but asked him to
refrain from reciting the Hannya Shingyo—a Buddhist
sutra. Bunji was permitted to use any appropriate
decorative ornaments for the altar and was also
allowed to use the crest featuring the kanji character
4 (kin) enclosed in a circle for his religious practice.

Upon receiving the priesthood appointment, the
lord of the Asakura Clan praised Bunji, saying:

“You are granted the privilege of bearing a
surname and wearing swords in recognition of your
advancement and your receipt of the priesthood
certificate. It was also outstanding of you to present
a generous monetary donation to the clan.”

What progress was made regarding Bunji’s
shrine construction request to the government?

As previously mentioned, in April 1867, Buniji
submitted a request for the construction of a shrine
through the Village Office. Unlike the relatively
smooth approval of the priesthood certificate, this
process proved difficult. The government did not
allow Bunji to build a new shrine. The only
alternative was to reconstruct an existing facility to
accommodate the shrine—but no such precedent
existed.

Additionally, the political situation of the
province was unstable. In October 1867, Tokugawa
Shogun Yoshinobu issued the Taisei Hokan, the
restoration of political power to the Emperor. By
December, the Restoration of Imperial Rule had begun
functioning. In response to these major political and
social changes, the society grew increasingly
confused, and the governmental religious system
became unstable.

In April 1868, Bunji submitted a request to
temporarily halt the shrine construction project. The
reasons for this suspension included not only the
difficult personality of the master carpenter but also
the various negative elements mentioned earlier.



Additionally, Bunji may have felt somewhat relieved
of his religious responsibilities after receiving his
priest certificate. All of these factors should be
considered in understanding the circumstances
behind the temporary termination of the
construction project.




