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NEWSLETTER  

 On November 15, 2009, Konko town, our spiritual home, 

was filled with joy and happiness of many people who gathered 

together from all over Japan and the world. 23 believers from 

Hawaii also attended this memorable service. 

 

 The service was held exactly 150 years since our Founder, 

Konko Daijin received the Divine Call and dedicated his life to 

Mediation. The service started at 1:30 p.m. at the Grand Service 

Hall with a capacity of over 10,000 people, and additional 

monitors were set up in the Central Meiation Hall, Faith Train-

ing Facility and the newly built Kofukan Inn for those who 

could not enter the Grand Service Hall. 

 

 During the service, Konko-Sama prayed: 

At the Day of Establishment, which is the day when the 

Founder received the Divine Call, we reflect on the begin-

ning of our Konko Faith. We express our gratitude for the 

blessings we have received through Ikigami Konko Daijinôs 

Mediation.  

 

 He further prayed: 

Please allow us to renew our efforts to convey and spread 

the Way through Mediation starting from the Central Wor-

ship Hall to all churches and through all religious activities. 

Let us renew our heart daily and allow us to help save peo-

ple and share this Way of Faith through Mediation.  

 After Tamagushi offering, Konko-Sama turned to face the 

worshippers and recited the Rikkyo Shinden, or the Divine Call 

(http://web-konkokyo.info/data/m1258520948), making it a 

very special and memorable moment for all Konkokyo believ-

ers.  Witnessing this inspires us and allows us to realize the ac-

cumulated divine virtue, which spans over five generations 

since our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin. 150 years of con-

tinuation, prayers and inspiration of the Konko-Samas made this 

very day special. 

 

 As we begin the new 2010 year, let us renew our hearts and 

continue to practice faith in our daily lives and help save others 

by sharing our faith following the faith of Ikigami Konko Dai-

jin. 

 

 The year 2010 will be an eventful year. Ministers and mem-

bers of the Konko Missions in Hawaii are organizing the 2010 

KMH-KCNA Joint Conference on August 13 to 15 under the 

theme of "Spiritual Investment." We invite all of you to come 

and join this special occasion. This Conference aims to raise our 

own awareness of our faith and to envision how we can move 

our faith forward. 

 

 Please join this special occasion and let us strive forward 

with this Way of Faith.   (Yomisu Oya)  

The Konko Missions in Hawaii will fulfill Ikigami Konko Daijinôs vision to embrace the world with the Konko Faith. 

http://web-konkokyo.info/data/m1258520948
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Introduction  

Twenty-three  believers  from 

Hawaii  attended  the  150th 

Anniversary  Grand  Ceremony  of 

the Divine Call on November 15, 

2009.  On  this  occasion,  the 

Konkokyo Headquarter convened a 

two-day faith training prior to the 

service, which consisted of lectures 

from Rev. Kiyoji Konko, Assistant 

Director of the Central Mediation 

Hall  in  English and Rev.  Kojiro 

Takahashi,  Konko  Preschool 

Principal and former Director of the 

Konkokyo  Research  Institute in 

Japanese with English interpretation. The training provided 

the opportunity for believers to understand different aspects 

of the Divine Call, with both lectures showing how the will 

of the Divine Call is continuously carried out and links to 

our lives today. This Malamalama issue features the first 

half  (Odemashi and the True Pathway) of Rev. Kiyoji 

Konkoôs lecture titled Konko Samaôs Life, Faith and 

Prayers, with the second half (Konko-Sama and I), which 

will conclude in the next issue. 

 

Opening  
Rev. Kiyoji Konko warmly welcomed believers from 

North America, Hawaii, Korea and Brazil to the Konkokyo 

Central Mediation Hall and commended them for joining the 

pilgrimage to the 150th Anniversary Grand Ceremony of the 

Divine Call.  He noted that he has been serving as the 

Assistant Director of the Central Mediation Hall and the 

second son of the current Principal Mediator, or the Fifth 

Konko Sama. He expressed his pleasure to see 51 believers 

from around the world receiving this divine arrangement to 

worship in this ñonce in a lifetimeò service.   

Rev. Konko remarked that this occasion is very special 

for Konkokyo and its believers, as it is the day the Founder, 

Ikigami Konko Daijin received the Divine Call in 1859, 150 

years ago in this very former Otani Village in Okayama 

Prefecture, Japan. He called this day as the day designated 

for celebrating the foundation of the Konko Faith. Rev. 

Konko explained that this ceremony previously had been 

held at the Central Worship Hall, though the 150th service 

was to be held at the Grand Service Hall, making it the first 

time in Konkokyo history for Konko Sama to recite the 

Divine Call at the Grand Service Hall.  

Rev. Konko continued to briefly explain the history of 

the Divine Call:  In  1859,  150 years ago,  the Founder 

Ikigami Konko Daijin received the Divine Call from the 

Divine  Parent  of  the  Universe  on  October  21  (Lunar 

Calendar)  and November 15 (Solar 

Calendar),  and  since  then,  the 

Founder served Toritsugi Mediation 

at the Central Worship Hall for 24 

years,  Second Konko Sama for 10 

years,  Third  Konko  Sama  for  70 

years,  Fourth  Konko  Sama for  28 

years, Fifth and current Konko Sama 

for 18 years and counting.  

 He mentioned that he chose the 

lecture title as Konko Samaôs Life, 

Faith, and Prayers, as it is in line 

with the theme, ñKyoshu Konko Sama 

wo  itadakuò, directly translated as 

ñAccept and receive Konko Sama's 

Faith and goyo in our daily livesò, or in short, ñFollow 

Konko Samaôs footstepsò or ñDo as Konko Sama 

does.ò He expressed his honor in lecturing prior to such 

a memorable service and speculated that he was asked 

to do so because he works closely beside Konko Sama.  

Rev. Konko pointed out that Konko Sama has been 

serving Mediation daily at the Central Mediation Hall 

from 3:50 in the morning into the evening, 365 days a 

year with no holidays. He noted that we all recognize 

this; however, he asked whether many of us, including 

himself, really understood the content of Konko Samaôs 

important goyo/tasks? He asked further questions such 

as: How is daily mediation performed? What are Konko 

Samaôs important tasks for Konkokyo? How can we 

come to see the connection between Konko Samaôs 

daily goyo and our daily lives?   

He noted that he would speak about how he accepts 

and receives Konko Sama's Faith and goyo in his daily 

life and focus on several key points. He expressed his 

hope that through this lecture, each and every one of us 

would be able to open our spiritual eyes, here in the 

sacred ground of Konko. 

 

Odemashi and the True Pathway 

Rev.  Konko  introduced  the  Japanese  word, 

odemashi, and in the Konko Faith, he explained that 

Odemashi begins from Konko-Samaôs residence and 

ends with his arrival at the Mediation Hall. He noted 

that this process, which takes a few minutes, began on 

April 15, 1925 ï the day after an extensive, unexpected 

fire, which burned down the former wooden Central 

Mediation Hall.   

Rev. Konko further elaborated on the silent but 

faithful act of Odemashi, at which Konko Sama is 

promptly escorted from his residence at 3:43 in the 

morning  to  the  Central  Mediation  Hall,  walking 

Reverend Kiyoji Konko 
Honbu 
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through  the  Omichisuji, or he called it, ñThe True 

Pathway.ò He described how Konko Sama gives silent 

prayers at his private altar everyday prior to the Odemashi, 

and as the Odemashi begins, the escorting minister lights 

the candle at exactly the same time every morning. He 

observed that  Konko Sama then withdraws from the 

private altar and joins his escortôs candlelight at the home 

gate for the Central Mediation Hall, wearing his geta 

wooden clogs. Rev. Konko highlighted that Konko Sama 

withdraws from the altar at the very moment the candle is 

lit. He emphasized that this is how Konko Samaôs day 

begins every morning.  

Rev.  Konko  then  spoke 

about  the  25-meter  long 

pathway within Konko Samaôs 

home,  at  which  there  are 

garden trees and a 1.5 meter-

wide concrete on both sides of 

the  True  Pathway  before 

reaching the public road. He 

mentioned that this concrete is 

dark  gray  and  upon  careful 

inspection,  one  can  see  a 

narrow white line in the center 

of this True Pathway. 

Rev.  Konko  further 

explained that as Konko Sama 

approaches  near  the  Central 

Mediation Hall onto the more 

visible  part  of  the  True 

Pathway for  believers,  there 

are  people  awaiting  for  his 

arrival  and  praying,  and  as 

Konko  Sama  passes  by,  he 

enters  into  the  Central 

Mediation Hall. Rev. Konko re

-emphasized  that  Odemashi 

has never  ceased,  not  for  a 

single day for over 80 years since April 1925. 

 

Konko Samaôs Odemashi 

While seeking for the Way, Rev. Konko spoke about 

how he ponders questions such as: How does Konko 

Sama serve and devote himself in the daily goyo? Who is 

the Principal Mediator who performs daily Toritsugi in a 

physical form? What is the significance of the Principal 

Mediatorôs daily Toritsugi? How should I perform my 

goyo while Konko Sama has been devoting himself 

entirely on his goyo since succeeding his predecessor? 

Rev. Konko expressed his realization that the Founderôs 

eternal divine virtue dwells and is renewed every single 

day, the moment the candle is lit. In this sense, he noted 

that those that cannot worship or join Konko Samaôs 

Odemashi do not need to feel bad, but he rather suggested 

praying sincerely during daily prayers. 

Rev. Konko spoke that he accepts Konko Samaôs 

home altar as the place where the Reverend Heiki Konko 

is reborn into the Principal Mediator Kyoshu Konko 

Sama and he emphasized how ña new dayò is embodied 

in his body. Though this practice is beyond human 

understanding, Rev. Konko is grateful that Konko Sama 

performs this every day throughout the year. As 

highlighted in his various questions, he noted that he is 

seeking the meaning of Odemashi and Toritsugi in a 

living form in his daily practice.  

Regarding the True Pathway within Konko Samaôs 

home, he asked the participants what they thought was 

the white line on the dark grey 

concrete. He answered that the 

white line is in fact footmarks of 

the Third, Fourth, and current 

Fifth Konko Samasô geta wooden 

clogs from 84 years of daily 

Odemashis and Ohikes, or return 

to his residence from the Central 

Mediation Hall. Rev. Konko 

remarked that he did not clearly 

see this white line until the year 

2005, though he had previously 

escorted Konko Sama and Konko 

Samaôs home is his parentsô 

home. He said he was truly 

impressed for this, for he was 

able to open his spiritual eyes 

rather than looking through his 

physical lens, and the True 

Pathway indeed was the decisive 

instrument to put this into 

perspective.  

 Though many believers 

visited Konko Samaôs residence 

to give prayers, Rev. Konko 

mentioned that he noticed a 

greater number of ministers and members peering in to 

see the white line of the True Pathway after he shared this 

story at several Konko churches four years ago. He half-

jokingly mentioned he has even heard a believer living in 

Konko town guides worshippers on a so-called ñTrue 

Pathway Blessings Tour.ò  

When Rev. Konko emphasized that there was nothing 

like the True Pathway white line anywhere else in Honbu 

or Goreichi, or sacred grounds, he mentioned that the 

Head Minister of the Konko Church of Kurume in 

Fukuoka Prefecture responded, ñSensei, a True Pathway 

exists in our church, too. The way one walks from his/her 

home to the church or his/her office to the church are also 

True Pathways.ò Rev. Konko said he agreed and thought, 

ñAnyone can see the True Pathway in your heart 

wherever you are, as long as you can open your spiritual 

eyes.ò  (Y.O) 
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 I cared for Dad until he died in June 2009, but seriously 

question whether I did enough for him.  Wanda cooked his 

meals, I helped dress him, and we both drove him to church on 

Sundays.  However, did we meet his emotional needs?  When he 

told me that he never found out why he, a boy of thirteen, was 

the only member of a large family present at his motherôs 

deathbed, I showed Dad an article about his older sister that ex-

plained how depressed she felt about her absence on that lonely 

day. But I did not try to counsel him. When I recalled my Un-

cleôs story about how Dadôs sickly father had treated him harshly 

as a three year old child by making him cry in order to 

strengthen him for his impending death, I did not have the nerve 

to ask him about it.  

 All of these incidents during his 

early life may have repressed feelings 

of anger and guilt for a lifetime.  In 

regard to the reasons for his anger, he 

might have felt deserted by his de-

ceased parents as well as by his older 

siblings for leaving him alone to com-

fort his dying mother.  As to the causes 

of guilt, he may have felt this way be-

cause, orphaned at an early age by both 

parents, he had fallen short of what 

should be the model father, husband, 

and provider.  

 After Dadôs funeral, I had begun to 

forget about these low points in his life 

and even to doubt whether one, in par-

ticular, had ever occurred.  About the 

incident of his fatherôs mistreatment of him, did it really happen?  

After all, it was so long ago that my Uncle had told me about it--

back in the 1960ôs.  Even if it had occurred, did it and the other 

occurrences bother my father so much?  He had lived for ninety-

six years; perhaps, he had transcended the pain or enjoyed life 

despite these problems. Finally, there was a conversation with 

my good friend who had been his motherôs caregiver before she 

died.  He told me that she had given him an unmistakable sign of 

her passing into the contented afterlife.   

 Uncertain about whether a particular occurrences constituted 

communication from Dad, I began to think of ignoring his emo-

tional problems, but these resurfaced, not in any haunting way, 

but in appealing to my sense of duty as a son and Konko mem-

ber. That the deceased person continues to live on earth as a mi-

tama spirit comforted me when I planned for the funerals of both 

parents. This unique belief meant that they did not ascend into 

heaven as advocated by Christians. It also implied the existence 

of negative feelings in the afterlife and implored the  living 

should help the deceased with their problems. Furthermore, the 

Founderôs biography  suggested a way to address these difficul-

ties:  remember how Kyososama started on the road to enlighten-

ment by engaging with Kamisama directly rather than by avoid-

ing him, according to the traditional norms of his village. Learn-

ing from Kyososamaôs example, I wanted to encourage a spiri-

tual reunification of Dad with his father thus initiating an aiyo 

kakeyo relationship.  So if I helped my Dad with his shortcom-

ings he might  assist me in many ways, for example, in working 

with my stubborn brother. 

 Just as I had turned to Konkokyo for help in comforting my 

father when he lived with us for ten months before he died, I 

looked to my faith for ritual guidance after he passed on.  I had 

heard that otoritsugi had helped particular Konko ministers in 

Hawaii reconcile with their parents to end periods of rebellion 

and lead them to that profession.  Also, as Konko members, my 

wife Wanda and I had become familiar with the practice of peri-

odically offering flowers and prayers at the family gravesites of 

my mother and mother-in-law. So I began to think of an ñohaka 

mairiò at my grandparentsô and unclesô grave in Los Angeles as 

a series of prescribed activities to promote peace between Dad 

and his deceased relatives interred in California.  Of course, I 

could have prayed to them and offered flowers, etc.,  at home, 

but thought that our journey to Los 

Angeles would be more meaningful. 

Thus,  Konko teachings not only 

provided the rationale for my visit to 

LA, but also the ritual methods for 

attaining my aspiration.  

 Through specific individuals, 

Kamisama also provided additional 

guidance in planning the pilgrimage. 

Aki Tamashiro, as a tour company 

employee and our daughter-in-law, 

conscientiously organized the itiner-

ary, first to Las Vegas and then to 

Los Angeles, culminating in the def-

erential visit to the Evergreen Ceme-

tery. She had thoughtfully reserved 

comfortable accommodations at the 

Kyoto Grand Hotel, just around the corner from Little Tokyo. 

Looking at the stylish interior decorations of the establishment 

and enjoying the sumptuous dishes from the small, busy restau-

rants nearby reminded Wanda and me of the Tamashiro rela-

tives and their birthplaces in Okinawa, Japan.  Two other places 

assumed an aura of reverence:  the ñGo For Brokeò monument 

and the Japanese American National Museum, both in Little 

Tokyo.  Inscribed on the huge black stone edifice of the former 

were the names of all Nisei and Kibei servicemen in the US 

armed forces during World War II. I was happy and proud to 

discover that the monumentôs software at the appropriate web-

site correctly linked Dadôs name with the 1399th Construction 

Battalion based at Schofield Barracks on Oahu. Within walking 

distance of this memorial we met the Museum guide who intro-

duced us to the many artifacts organized to highlight the suffer-

ings of our ethnic group due to the massive internment soon 

after the Pearl Harbor attack.  For example, the well-informed 

docent (who had also been interned) first showed us an authen-

tic wooden dwelling for two families, carefully transported from 

a relocation center. Its accurate reassembly--without partitions 

between rooms--dramatized the lack of privacy between and 

within families. Also, studying the map of the relocation camps 

on display, I wondered why my fatherôs oldest brother, wife, 

and children were removed from southern California to faraway 

Louisiana instead to a closer destination. These sacred sites on 

our pilgrimôs journey deepened my appreciation for my ex-

John Tamashiro 
Waipahu 

 


