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The Konko Missions in Hawaii will ful fil!l I ki gami Koni

Konko-Samas' 150 Years of Dedicated and Generational Prayers

On November 15, 2009, Konko town, our spiritual home  After Tamagushi offering, Konk&ama turned to face the
was filled with joy and happiness of many people who gather worshippers and recited the Rikkyo Shinden, or the Divine Call
together from all over Japan and the world. 23 believers frc (http://webkonkokyo.info/data/m12585209%8naking it a

Hawaii also attended this memorable service. very special and memorable moment for all Konkokyo believ-
ers. Witnessing this inspires us and allows us to realize the ac-

The service was held exactly 150 years since our Found cumulated divine virtue, which spans over five generations

Konko Daijin received the Divine Call and dedicated his life t since our Founder, Ikigami Konko Daijin. 150 years of con-

Mediation. The service started at 1:30 p.m. at the Grand Serv tinuation, prayers and inspiration of the KorRamas made this

Hall with a capacity of over 10,000 people, and additionivery day special.

monitors were set up in the Central Meiation Hall, Faith Trair

ing Facility and the newly built Kofukan Inn for those whc  As we begin the new 2010 year, let us renew our hearts and

could not enter the Grand Service Hall. continue to practice faith in our daily lives and help save others
by sharing our faith following the faith of Ikigami Konko Dai-
During the service, Konk&ama prayed: jin.

At the Day of Establishment, which is the day when tl

Founder received the Divine Call, we reflect on the begit ~ The year 2010 will be an eventful year. Ministers and mem-

ning of our Konko Faith. We express our gratitude for th Pers of the Konko Missions in Hawaii are organizing the 2010

bl essings we have recei vedKMH-KCNA Joint Conference on August 13 to 15 under the p 5

Mediation. theme of "Spiritual Investment.” We invite all of you to come

and join this special occasion. This Conference aims to raise our

He further prayed: own awareness of our faith and to envision how we can move
our faith forward.

Please allow us to renew our efforts to convey and spre

the Way through Mediation starting from the Central Wor  pjease join this special occasion and let us strive forward

ship Hall to all churches ar_ld through all religious activities \yith this Way of Faith. (vomisu oya)

Let us renew our heart daily and allow us to help save pe

ple and share this Way of Faith through Mediation.


http://web-konkokyo.info/data/m1258520948

Konko-Sama's Life, Faith, and Prayers

Introduction ,
Twentythree believers from
Hawaii  attended the 180
Anniversary Grand Ceremony of
the Divine Call on November 15,
2009. On this occasion, the
Konkokyo Headquarter convened
two-day faith training prior to the
service, which consisted of lecture
from Rev. Kiyoji Konko, Assistant
Director of the Central Mediation
Hall in English and Rev. Kaojiro
Takahashi, Konko Preschoo
Principal and former Director of the

| Calendar) and November 15 (Solar

. Calendar), and since then, the
Founder served Toritsugi Mediation
at the Central Worship Hall for 24
years, Second Konko Sama for 10
years, Third Konko Sama for 70
years, Fourth Konko Sama for 28
years, Fifth and current Konko Sama
for 18 years and counting.

He mentioned that he chose the
lecture title asKonk o Samabs
Faith, and Prayers as it is in line
wi t h t h Kyoshihkomke Samdi
wo itadakw , directly tr

Reverend Kiyoji Konko
Honbu
Konkokyo Research Institutein AAccept and recei ve

Japanese with English interpretation. The training providdehith andgoyoi n our daily | i veso,
the opportunity for believers to understand different aspedtso n k o Samads footstepso o
of the Divine Call, with both lectures showing howthewild o es. 6 He expressed his ho
of the Divine Call is continuously carried out and links ta memorable service and speculated that he was asked
our lives today. ThisdMalamalamaissue features the first to do so because he works closely beside Konko Sama.

u
0

half (Odemashi and the True Pathwag) Rev. Kiyoji Rev. Konko pointed out that Konko Sama has been
Konkods |l eKbnoke SEamheésd L i séréng Meéfiaiontdaily atatimedCentral Mediation Hall
Prayers with the second halfKonkaSama and)| which  from 3:50 in the morning into the evening, 365 days a
will conclude in the next issue. year with no holidays. He noted that we all recognize
this; however, he asked whether many of us, including
Opening hi mself, really understood

Rev. Kiyoji Konko warmly welcomed believers from importantgoydtasks? He asked further questions such
North America, Hawaii, Korea and Brazil to the Konkokyoas: How is daily mediation performed? What are Konko
Central Mediation Hall and commended them for joiningth€ ama és i mpor t ant tasks for
pilgrimage to the 180Anniversary Grand Ceremony of thecome to see the connection betweém n k o S a ma
Divine Call. He noted that he has been serving as tlaaily goyoand our daily lives?

Assistant Director of the Central Mediation Hall and the He noted that he would speak about how he accepts
second son of the current Principal Mediator, or the Fiftand receives Konko Sama's Faith @ugoin his daily

Konko Sama. He expressed his pleasure to see 51 believd#esand focus on several key points. He expressed his
from around the world receiving this divine arrangement thope that through this lecture, each and every one of us
worship in this Aonce i n awduld beeablé¢ tmepgen sue gpikitiaceyes, here in the

Rev. Konko remarked that this occasion is very speciahcred ground of Konko.
for Konkokyo and its believers, as it is the day the Founder,

Ikigami Konko Daijin received the Divine Call in 1859, 1500demashiand the True Pathway

years ago in this very former Otani Village in Okayama Rev. Konko introduced the Japanese word,
Prefecture, Japan. He called this day as the day designave@mashi and in the Konko Faith, he explained that

for celebrating the foundation of the Konko Faith. RevOdemashibegins from KonkeBa mad6s r esi de
Konko explained that this ceremony previously had beends with his arrival at the Mediation Hall. He noted
held at theCentral Worship Hall, though the 1B@ervice that this process, which takes a few minutes, began on
was to be held at the Grand Service Hall, making it the firgpril 15, 1925 the day after an extensive, unexpected
time in Konkokyo history for Konko Sama to recite thefire, which burned down the former wooden Central
Divine Call at the Grand Service Hall. Mediation Hall.

Rev. Konko continued to briefly explain the history of Rev. Konko further elaborated on the silent but
the Divine Call: In 1859, 150 years ago, the Founddnithful act of Odemashi at which Konko Sama is
Ikigami Konko Daijin received the Divine Call from the promptly escorted from his residence at 3:43 in the
Divine Parent of the Universe on October 21 (Lunamorning to the Central Mediation Hall, walking
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| ed Rav. fKohnek o Trspeo ke that he
h deme #itar athe plaSawhere the iReverend Heiki Kankot
prayers at his private altar everyday prior to@wemashi is reborn into the Principal Mediator Kyoshu Konko
and as th@©demashbegins, the escorting minister lightsSama and he emphasi zed how
the candle at exactly the same time every morning. He his body. Though this practice is beyond human
observed that Konko Sama then withdraws from thenderstanding, Rev. Konko is grateful that Konko Sama
private altar and joins hpedorms sthiso everp glay cthreughoug Ithe gyRar. Ast

through the Omichisuiji or he cal
Pat hway. 6 He described

gate for the Central Mediation Hall, wearing hgsta highlighted in his various questions, he noted that he is

wooden clogs. Rev. Konko highlighted that Konko Samaeeking the meaning dbdemashiand Toritsugi in a
withdraws from the altar at the very moment the candle liying form in his daily practice.
t hat

it He emphasized
begins every morning.
Rev. Konko then spokemm

about the 28neter long
pat hway wit hi
home, at which there are

garden trees and a 1.5 metcEaiEas
wide concrete on both sides G
the True Pathway before
reaching the public road. He
mentioned that this concrete i eSS
dark gray and upon carefuiss
inspection, one can see
narrow white line in the cente
of this True Pathway.
Rev. Konko  further
explained that as Konko Sam;
approaches near the Centrgs
Mediation Hall onto the moress
visible part of the True
Pathway for believers, therg
are people awaiting for hig
arrival and praying, and aj
Konko Sama passes by,
enters into the Centrag
Mediation Hall. Rev. Konko re
-emphasized thatOdemashi
has never ceased, not for a

The True Pathway

t hRggarsdimagw tKien kTor uSa nPaadtsh wea
home, he asked the participants what they thought was

the white line on the dark grey
concrete. He answered that the
white line is in fact footmarks of

the Third, Fourth, and current
Fi fth
clogs from 84 years of daily
Odemashisand Ohikes or return

to his residence from the Central
Mediation Hall. Rev. Konko

remarked that he did not clearly
see this white line until the year
2005, though he had previously
escorted Konko Sama and Konko
Samabs h ome i s
home. He said he was truly
impressed for this, for he was
able to open his spiritual eyes

| rather than looking through his

physical lens, and the True
Pathway indeed was the decisive
instrument to put this into
perspective.

Though many believers
visited Konko
to give prayers, Rev. Konko
mentioned that he noticed a

K o ngktawoddlenma s

Sam

greater number of ministers and members peering in to
see the white line of the True Pathway after he shared this
Konko SCdemashis story at several Konko churches four years ago. He half

While seeking for the Way, Rev. Konko spoke aboujokingly mentioned he has even heard a believer living in
how he ponders questions such as: How does Konktonko town guides worshippers on a-cs@ | | e d
Sama serve and devote himself in the dgdyd®? Whois Pat hway Bl essings Tour. o
the Principal Mediator who performs daily Toritsugi in a ~ When Rev. Konko emphasized that there was nothing
physical form? What is the significance of the Principalike the True Pathway white line anywhere else in Honbu
Medi atorods daily Tor it s ugor @oreich or sasradognolnds, he mentoned ghatrthe m
goyo while Konko Sama has been devoting himselHead Minister of the Konko Church of Kurume in
entirely on hisgoyo since succeeding his predecessorFukuoka Prefecture responde
Rev. Konko expressed hi s exisisdanourzhurchi toonThe wayone walks éromris/loen d
eternal divine virtue dwells and is renewed every singlbome to the church or his/her office to the church are also
day, the moment the candle is lit. In this sense, he notddr ue Pat hways. o0 Rev. Konko
that those that cannot wibABhOPe ocar oisee Kdrmko TJaunea ¢
Odemashio not need to feel bad, but he rather suggestedherever you are, as long as you can open your spiritual
praying sincerely during daily prayers. eyegoo

single day for over 80 years since April 1925.

AT
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Unfinished Business and Ohaka Mairi

John Tamashiro ings he might assist me in many ways, for example, in working
Waipahu  with my stubborn brother.
| cared for Dad until he died in June 2009, but serious _Just as | had turned to Konkokyo for help in comforting my
question whether | did enough for him. Wanda cooked t father when he.Iived vyith us for ten months before he died, |
meals, | helped dress him, and we both drove him to church !00ked to my faith for ritual guidance after he passed on. | had
Sundays. However, did we meet his emotional needs? Wher heard'_that otoritsugi had'helped particular Kolnko ministers in
told me that he never found out why he, a boy of thirteen, w Hawaii reconcile with their parents to end periods of rebellion
the only me mb e r o f a large and lead them to that profession. Also, as Konko members, e r
deathbed, | showed Dad an article about his older sister that Wife Wanda and | had become familiar with the practice of peri-
plained how depressed she felt about her absence on that lo odically offering flowe_rs and prayers at the family gravesites of
day. But | did not try to counsel him. When | recalled my Uy My mother and mothén-l aw. So | began to
cleds story about how Dados mMairio at my grandparentso pgnpd
as a three year old child by making him cry in order & S€ries of prescribed activities to promote peace between Dal

strengthen him for his impending death, I did not have the ne and his deceased relatives interred in California. Of course, |

to ask him about it. could have prayed to them and offered flowers, etc., at home,
All of these incidents during his but thought that our journey tf) Los
early life may have repressed feelings Angeles would be more meaningful.
of anger and guilt for a lifetime. In Thus_,, Konko _teachlngs not _onIy
regard to the reasons for his anger, he provided the rationale for my visit to
might have felt deserted by his de- LA, but also the ritual methods for
ceased parents as well as by his older attaining my aspwappn. S
siblings for leaving him alone to com- T_hrough specmc_ |nd|V|dl_J_aIs,
fort his dying mother. As to the causes Ka_mlsame_l also p_rowded _ad(_j|t|onal
of guilt, he may have felt this way be- gu[dance N plannlng the pilgrimage.
cause, orphaned at an early age by both Aki Tamashiro, as a tour company
parents, he had fallen short of what emplo_yee. and our dgugk}tmr—la}\{v,
should be the model father, husband, conscientiously organized the itiner-
and provider. ary, first to Las Vegas and then to
After Dadds funer al | had Los Angeles, culminating in the def-
forget about these low points in his life erential visit to the Evergreen Ceme-
and even to doubt whether one, in par- tery. She had thoughtfully reserved
ticular, had ever occurred. About the comfortable accommodations at the

incident of his fathero6s mi sKyotoGrand Hotel, just around the corner from Little Tokyo
After all, it was so long ago that my Uncle had told me abeut i Looking at the stylish interior decorations of the establishment
back in the 19606s. Even | andenjoyingthe ;umptuous dishes from the small, busy restay-
occurrences bother my father so much? He had lived for nine "aNts nearby reminded Wanda and me of the Tamashiro rela-
six years: perhaps, he had transcended the pain or enjoyed tives and their birthplaces in Okinawa, Japan. Two other places

despite these problems. Finally, there was a conversation y@ SSumed an aura of reverence:
my good friend who had been and the Japanese American National Museum, both in Littl

died. He told me that she had given him an unmistakable sigr 1 °KY0- Inscribed on the huge black stone edifice of the former
her passing into the contented afterlife. were the names of all Nisei and Kibei servicemen in the US
Uncertain about whether a particular occurrences constitu &med forces during World War Il. | was happy and proud to
communication from Dad, | began to think of ignoring his emd 1 Scover that the motrg ument os s
tional problems, but these resurfaced, not in any hauntingwS ! t € correctly | i nketCorBtudians n:
but in appealing to my sense of duty as a son and Konko m B_attallon base_d at Sch_ofleld Barracks on Oahu. Wlth|n Wa_lklng
ber. That the deceased person continues to live on earth as ¢ distance of this memorial we met the Museum guide who intro-
tama spirit comforted me when | planned for the funerals of b¢ duced us to the many artifacts organized to highlight the suffer-
parents. This unique belief meant that they did not ascend jings of our ethnic group due to the massive internment soon
heaven as advocated by Christians. It also implied the existe after the Pearl Harbor attack. For exgmple, the-inédimed
of negative feelings in the afterlife and implored the livin docent (who had also been interned) first showed us an authen-

should help the deceased with their problems. Furthermore tic wooden dwelling for two families, carefully transported from
Founderds biography sugge s’ta relocation center. Its accurate reassemblthout partitions  ; ¢
ties: remember how Kyososama started on the road to enligh Petween roomsdramatized the lack of privacy between and
ment by engaging with Kamisama directly rather than by avo within families. Also, studying the map of the relocation camps

ing him, according to the traditional norms of his village. Lear® N di splay, 1 ~wondered why my
ing from Kyososamaés exampl -and children were removed from southern California to faraway ;

tual reunification of Dad with his father thus initiating an aiy LoUisiana instead to a closer destination. These sacred sites on
kakeyo relationship. So if I helped my Dad with his shortcor® U7 P11 grimés journey deepene
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