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-We are all different individuals
which allow us to
be helpful and useful.
-Blessings are not
compensation for
being patient. By
developing one's
faith you can receive blessings.
-We think we are
practicing faith.
Yet many times we
fail in our efforts
because we do not
have the heart of
sincerity and humility.

I felt true gratitude when I learned for the first time that my wife is pregnant. I am
so happy that she is pregnant and both she and the baby are healthy. She is having a regular check up and another ultrasound scan on September 20th. Her doctor will be using a better machine to get a more detailed picture on that day, so
I’m looking forward to finding out if the baby is a boy or a girl. I am praying that
we will become good parents and, together with the child, we will grow as a family.
What adds to my happiness is that so many people around us are so happy for
us. They have shared their own experiences with us. Some said, “Raising a child
is very expensive nowadays.” Others say, “It is very tiring and stressful to take
care of a baby. Or, "It is a 24 hours a day work.” And also, “ It’s better for the
baby’s parents to be young.”
I have a tendency usually to worry about the future. In this situation, however, I
am not worried about the comments or advice given by the people. I wondered
why was I not worried about the difficulties of raising a baby, and why was I just
feeling happy. The biggest reason is that I am just focusing now on the fact that
“we are blessed with a child.” Another reason is I am simply lacking knowledge
about becoming a parent. I don’t know anything about parenthood and what we
need to prepare for a baby.
My wife is still waiting for the approval of her permanent visa to move to Hawaii.
We don’t know when she will be able to come to Hawaii, whether it will be before
or after giving birth. Unfortunately, we have no choice
now but to wait and see which will arrive first, the visa
or the baby. We only can trust Kami-sama and do our
best in our daily living now.
Another major concern is what the situation will be
when the visa finally is approved. If the baby has not
arrived yet, we will have to decide if the baby should be
Cont. Next page

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE
2nd

9:00 a.m

Sunday Service & Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday

9th

9:00 a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder
and Successive Spiritual Leaders

16th

10:00 a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami
and Autumn Memorial Service for our Ancestors

23rd

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Service

30th

8:00 a.m.

Church Clean up for the Autumn Grand Service
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born in Japan or in Hawaii. If she delivers the baby in Japan, we won’t need
to worry about the medical expenses because the city in Japan supports all
parents, but then we will have to arrange for a visa for the baby. If she delivers the baby in Hawaii, there is a language barrier at the hospital and no
financial support for the medical expenses, but then the baby will be born a
U.S. citizen. There are more pros and cons. I questioned myself, "Am I worried because I want to make the best decision?" I realized that if I focus
only on the benefits and advantages for each choice, it is easy to forget
about the blessings we are receiving from Kami-sama. I should acknowledge Kami-sama's divine favor first.
I try to keep in mind, “A heart of true gratitude is the beginning of divine
blessings,” Voice of the Universe page 40, #128. I truly believe in this
teaching but it is easy to forget in difficult or crucial times. When we have
choices, we worry about making the right decision because we’re not sure
which is the best choice. It is easy to forget how much we have been
blessed when we are faced with difficult choices, people and situations. My
wish to receive divine blessings made me forget about the importance of
true gratitude. Divine blessings should be the result of and not the purpose
to have a heart of true gratitude.
People around us talked about how very difficult it is to have a baby. However, I also noticed a feeling of positivity from their comments. I think they
experienced not only difficult times but also happy times and have appreciated both experiences. They had true gratitude for the baby so they now
have blessings for the family.
I was indeed thinking like a pessimist. I focused on what I did not have and
worried about the future which we cannot predict. But now I have Konko
faith and I am practicing the faith. I am optimistic about the future and feel
happier with a stronger bond with Kami-sama.
TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”
Don't detest a thief. Pity him and pray for him to mend his heart.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Fujii, Hirotake #4, Page 17, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

OCTOBER SCHEDULE
10/13 Grand Service at Wahiawa, 10/14 Grand Service at Waipahu
6th

10:00 a.m.

Mochi Making (Sat.)

7th

11:00 a.m.

Autumn Grand Service
for our Founder Ikigami Konko Daijin

14th

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Service

21st

9:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Monthly Service for Parent Kami,
Successive Spiritual Leaders and our Ancestors
Drug Education and Awareness

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

28th
31st

Current Konko-Sama’s 78th Birthday (Wed.)

My wish to
receive divine
blessings made
me forget about
the importance
of true
gratitude.
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YARD SALE 8/26/2012
Thank you very much for your donations and hard work for the yard sale. Because of your help it was successful.

TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA

(1903-1974)

FOUNDING MINISTER OF KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU

A follower of this teaching had cancer of the larynx and his doctor told him
that he had to have it operated. Even though he had a serious ailment this
follower felt very grateful for his body.
Another follower tells of his wife. "My wife is an unreasonable woman, and
on top of that she likes her liquor, so if I don't keep her, no one would marry
her. However, she is my wife, but she is also a precious daughter to her parents. When I think of that and also that she is a dear Ujiko (beloved child to
Kami-sama), I cannot get angry with her. I feel grateful even if she only
helps me a little bit."
Continuous rain ruined his crop but another follower, a farmer, did not
change his feeling of gratitude to Tenchi, Heaven and Earth.
We have hidden with our hearts, the feeling which can appreciate and be
grateful even for a sick body; the feeling which can appreciate and be grateful even for a troublesome person; the feeling which can appreciate and be
grateful even when it rains continually, or when there is a drought. We need
the help of Sensei to draw these grateful feelings to the surface.
When this inner feeling of gratitude is drawn out, our way of thinking
changes. For example: We will begin to realize that parents are not just to
do many things for us. We do not think that we must have as wonderful a
Sensei as possible nor the biggest church as possible.
Then healthy bodies will be created.
Then wealth will be created.
Then peace will be attained.
We can honestly say that we have received the blessings when this grateful
feeling wills our hearts while living, and even after death and we become
Mitama spirits.
November 1, 1966
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

Continuous rain
ruined his crop
but another
follower, a
farmer, did not
change his
feeling of
gratitude to
Tenchi, Heaven
and Earth.

Konko Missions in Hawaii website

Konkokyo Declaration

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,
And pledge to manifest an ideal world where

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

Kami and people,
People and people, and people and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

The Movement for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me

Phone: 808-533-7173
Fax: 808-521-7423
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people
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AUTUMN MEMORIAL SERVICE
Date:

Sunday, September 16, 2012,

Time:

10 a.m.

Let us show our respect and appreciation all those who have gone before
us. Let us revere Mitama spirits through attending the Autumn Memorial
service. Let us show our face to our ancestors by attending the service. Requested names will be included in the saishi prayer. They will be happy to
see us at the service. All who attend the service will offer a Tamagushi twig,
a symbol of our sincere heart, to the deceased.

CHURCH CLEANUP FOR THE AUTUMN GRAND SERVICE
Date:

Sunday, September 30, 2012,

Time:

Any time between 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

We will clean the church for the Autumn Grand Service on September 30,
2012. Cleaning is not only to clean the church but also to clean our spiritual
soul and accumulate divine virtue as we appreciate Divine Parent, the root
of all blessings. Let us make time to come to the church for the cleanup with
an appreciative heart.

