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-Everyday is a fresh
new beginning so that
we can renew our heart
everyday.
-We cannot hide our
happy heart because
it's revealed in our
attitude and words.
Happy hearts create
good atmosphere in
families and communities.
-We can feel at ultimate ease as long as
we believe that everything that happens to
us has meaning and
can appreciate Kamisama for the experience.

On October 3, 2013, I had an opportunity to attend the Ikigami Konko Daijin Grand
Ceremony at the Grand Ceremony Hall in Gohonbu Headquarters, Konko Town,
Japan, commemorating the 130th Anniversary of Konko Daijin’s Passing. Many
members helped and supported me in making this trip possible and I thank all of
them. It was my shortest trip to Japan, but it was also very meaningful for me. I left
Hawaii on October 1st and returned on October 3rd at night....just 1 night and 2
days. Unfortunately, my flight to Japan was delayed for one hour so I had to
change my very tight schedule and stay overnight in Fukuoka instead of heading
directly for Konko town. I thought I would be discouraged to be wasting precious
time by staying in Fukuoka, but surprisingly all I felt was gratitude just to be attending the service. I reminded myself that Kami-Sama would accept not only tangible offerings, but also my efforts, time and expenses for this pilgrimage and the
help of people who supported me for the trip. There was no time wasted, but only
appreciation to Kami-Sama. I reminded myself that I should not have any negative
feelings and keep remembering to have appreciation in my heart..
My purpose of this trip was to physically attend the service to personally express
my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to Kami-Sama, our Founder, and each successive Konko-Sama for the special blessings we are receiving each and every day. I
hoped to give my appreciation for allowing me to practice the Konko Faith. And I
also wanted to pray and express my gratitude for all the blessings, as I sit in the
Central Worship Hall, the root of Konkokyo, where our current Konko-sama performs Toritsugi Mediation for all worshipers.
I arrived at the Konko town about 9:30 in the morning
on the day of the service. I stopped at the Konko library
to see my aunt to return books, then to Konkokyo book
store to pay for our subscription for Konko Shinbun
newspaper, then to JTB office to buy the train ticket for
my return to Fukuoka airport. I finally went to the Central Worship Hall to say “thank you” to Kami-Sama for
allowing me to come on this trip and receive Toritsugi
Mediation. I entered the tatami mat area and sat directly on the mat in the center of the worship hall. I had
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two bags with me. I could smell the scent of the tatami and felt comfortable. I could see the beautiful offerings, such as vegetables, fruits, and
other food on the hassoku tables on the altar. Those are made and offered
only for service days, such as monthly services, annual memorial services,
and grand services. I bowed to pray in silence. Then, all of the sudden I realized I should have one more bag. It was a small black bag. I always put my
passport and wallet in the bag when I travel to Japan.
“Where is my bag? Where did I leave my bag?” “Konkokyo book store?”
“JTB?” “Konko library?” These questions are going around in my mind while
I was bowing. Naturally I was not able to focus on my prayer as my concentration was on my missing bag with my passport. I have to admit my heart
was filled with concern.
After praying at the Central Worship Hall, I headed for the administrative
office building where a lecture was being held in their meeting room for the
members from Hawaii, North America, Brazil. and Korea, with English translation. I was late but able to listen during the last 15 minutes. Upon entering the room, a guest speaker who is a Head Minister from Brazil was
speaking about appreciation. He was introducing the words from the Fourth
Konko-Sama that “an appreciative heart is the foundation of our faith”. The
word "appreciative heart" hit me.
I should have had an appreciative heart at the Central Worship Hall, but I
didn't. I came to the Worship Hall to say “thank you” to Kami-Sama, all the
way from Hawaii. I also did not pray to find my bag and passport. I could
have expressed my appreciation to Kami-Sama and then ask for guidance
to find my bag and passport. Then I could have gone to the places I went to
before the Worship Hall. Instead I just focused on the problem and I ignored
the reason why I was at the Worship Hall. The Fourth Konko-Sama said,
"Don't focus on worry and anxiety in your life. An appreciative heart should
be the foundation for our faith life. If you follow this, everything is going to
be all right." I realized that when I face a problem, even a tiny one, it is difficult for me to express appreciation for the blessings. It is easy to forget how
much I am blessed when I become focused on the problem in front of me. I
am glad I was able to see this fact. "A heart of true gratitude is the beginning of divine blessings (Voice of the Universe page 40 # 128)." I lost the
opportunity to put into effect this teaching. But I learned I must put aside
my concerns and express my appreciation first so that I can have a heart of
true gratitude even in difficult times. Then I can make requests to Kamisama for my problems. I feel blessed to have learned this important lesson
from my pilgrimage to Japan. There is no wasting or loss of time as long as I
have the heart to practice faith by communicating with Kami-Sama properly.
By the way, I am happy to report that I found my bag and passport. Whew!
My aunt was holding on to it after I left it at the Konko library, my first stop
in Konko town.
TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

My physical body is a hindrance, as it prevents me from going to other
places. But after my physical form departs, I, Konko Daijin, will be able
to go wherever I am reqyested.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Nanba, Nami #8, Page 149, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

"Don't focus on
worry and
anxiety in your
life. An
appreciative
heart should
be the
foundation for
our faith life. If
you follow this,
everything is
going to be all
right."
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AUTUMN GRAND SERVICE FOR THE 130TH
COMMEMORATIVE YEAR OF THE FOUNDER’S
PASSING
BACK TO SCHOOL SERVI CE ON 7/13/13

Our Autumn Grand service for Ikigami Konko Daijin was held on October 13,
2013. Our guest speaker was Dr. John Tamashiro from Konko Mission of
Waipahu. He shared his recent pilgrimage for the Ikigami Konko Daijin
Grand Ceremony commemorating the 130th Anniversary of Konko Daijin’s
Passing at the Headquarters, Konko Town in Japan. I learned physical presence for the special service is important because we can have actual experience. The experience and heart to try to experience is important for us
to understand the true meaning.
click here

TEACHING OF BY REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
FOUNDING MINISTER OF KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU

Our Founder has taught us that a man who believes in our religious way of
life should express his thanks when arising from a tree stump upon which
he has rested. Our Founder also taught us that a woman pulling out vegetables in the garden does it with a heart filled with thanks and worships the
ground, then she will have divine blessings. We must give Thanks to
Heaven and Earth for all the blessings bestowed upon us which is all due to
Heaven and Earth.
Whether we are wanting in (not having enough) blessings or not depends
on whether we have a heart full of gratitude or not. This is because if we are
not living a life of creating, we will not have this feeling of gratitude and
heart full of gratitude.
This feeling of gratitude arises when:
We are creating mental blessings;
We are creating physical blessings; and
We are creating financial blessings.
Therefore it can be said that when we are living a life full of gratitude we are
living a life of abundant blessings (not wanting).
This life of gratitude turns into our coming to church (omairi), to our making
offerings (osonae), and do service to church (goyo). These acts “omairi”,
“osonae”, and “goyo”, are the physical expressions of our gratitude.
The object of attendance, of offerings and service is not human but in gratitude and thanks to Kami-Sama.
The announcement of our Daisai (Grand Service) is merely an announcement and not an invitation.
October 22, 1962

These acts
“omairi”,
“osonae”, and
“goyo”, are the
physical
expressions of
our gratitude.

Konko Missions in Hawaii website

Konkokyo Declaration

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU
1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone: 808-533-7173
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com
Daily Prayers:
Weekdays 5:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Sunday
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. (Subject to Change)
7:30 p.m.

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where
Kami and people,
People and people, and people and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

The Movement for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me
I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people
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PLOTS
Konko Mission of Honolulu has 10 Plots in Hawaiian Memorial Park. If you are interesting in
purchasing plots, please contact Rev. Koichi Konko.

