
AIRSHIO [E’RSHIO] 

Of course, being 

prepared physically 

and spiritually for 

our future is impor-

tant and helps us to 

cope with aging.  
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Be Prepared for Your Beloved One 

We experience many things everyday. Some days are happy and 
enjoyable, but others are difficult and challenging. It is important to 
pray and ask Kami-Sama to protect us and our family members. It 
is also important to do our best to prevent negative events from 
happening. Meanwhile, we must ask for Kami-Sama’s help to over-
come, solve, and learn from any unpleasant experience. Of course, 
being prepared physically and spiritually for our future is important 
and helps us to cope with aging.  

When a loved one becomes incapacitated and needs daily care, or 
when we experience the sudden passing of a family member, it 
would greatly help if advance preparations had been made. We 
were fortunate to have a guest speaker with expertise in estate 
planning speak to our members about the importance of the estate 
documents and what preparations should be made as we enter our 
senior years.  

This guest speaker gave a talk to our congregation after our Sun-
day service on October 18, 2015 and focused on what should be 
done in preparation (for ourselves and our family members) as we 
get older. He spoke of the planning and documentation that would 
be beneficial to have prepared. These documents would help our 
loved ones make decisions for us if we were to become ill, or inca-
pacitated, or need help as we age. It is important for us to docu-
ment our wishes for our loved ones, so that they will be able to 
make decisions for us in the future. 

His talk covered seven major topics which are summarized below.  

1 Listing of all accounts, insurances, and miscellaneous items.  

a A written list of all accounts owned should be itemized 
specifying the type of account; institution holding the 
account; account or policy number; contact person and 
phone  number;  and  address  of  the  company 
(especially, if the company is located outside of this 
state). Some of the types of accounts he included 
were: checking and savings accounts, retirement ac-
counts (e.g. IRAs, 401Ks), savings bonds, insurance 
policies (e.g. life, accidental, homeowners, auto, can-
cer). If you have other accounts, they should be listed 
as well. 
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b You should also have a written list of all real estate prop-
erties owned and their locations. 

c This information should be kept in a safe place. 

2 Proper estate planning documents 

Attorneys specializing in estate planning would be able to pre-
pare the following documents for a fee: 

a Last will and testament 

b Revocable living trust 

c Financial power of attorney (POA) 

d Medical power of attorney (POA) 

e Advanced care directive 

f The attorney would also be able to transfer title of real 
estate property(ies) into the trust. 

3 Proper ownership of assets 

a There are three types of homeownership: joint (e.g. hus-
band and wife), single (one person), and trust. If a home 
or property is owned jointly and one person dies, the sur-
vivor automatically becomes the sole owner. In the case 
of a single owner, if the home/property owner dies, the 
property goes into probate (court). If a home/property is 
owned by a trust, probate is avoided. 

b In order to have the trust be the owner of an asset, one 
must first set up a trust (which would be similar to forming 
a company).  

① An attorney can help establish a trust.  

②  After the trust is drawn up, a time consuming proc-

ess follows. In order for the trust to be the owner of 
an asset, you need to make title changes with all 
financial institutions that have your accounts. You 
need to let these institutions know that you would 
like your trust to be the owner of your accounts and 
fill out the appropriate paperwork. Unless an ac-
count is owned by the trust, it may be subject to 
probate. 

4 Proper beneficiary designations: IRA accounts & life insurance 

a IRAs (Individual Retirement Accounts) are accounts that 
are, generally, subject to tax upon withdrawal. There-
fore, the beneficiary to this account is usually an individ-
ual and not the trust. 

b Life insurance policies are not taxed when withdrawn & 
thus the beneficiary can be the trust.   

5 Advanced health care directive: Inform family of your wishes 

a Let family members and decision makers (medical POA) 

Teaching 
from Konko-

kyo Kyoten 

Those who are argumenta-
tive and hard to convince 
will ask to be shown Kami's 
existence, or to hear the 
voice of Kami. 

They think they can embar-
rass us by asking for such 
things.  Even if I try to let 
them see or hear Kami, how 
can they see or hear without 
having the eyes or ears to 
do so?  They are pitiful be-
cause they are unable to 
see or hear.  

Surprised at the bumps they 
get on their heads after be-
ing "hit" by heaven, they 
gain their sight and open 
their ears so that they are 
gradually able to see and 
hear.  

Those  who  have  already 
opened their eyes and ears 
to faith should teach those, 
who are to be pitied, with 
kindness and warmth. 

 [Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai 
III: Jinkyu Kyogoroku 
Kataoka, Jiro #93 Page 102, 
Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 



Short        

Teachings 

 When you feel 

Kami-Sama does 

not face to you and 

help you, you are 

not turning your 

face to Kami-Sama 

yet. 

 Don't take all goyo 

(work to make Kami

-Sama happy), but 

share with others. 

Doing goyo is a 

good opportunity to 

gain Kami-Sama's 

trust and receive 

virtue. 

 One thing could 

affect all things. 

 While you are pray-

ing, depending on 

Kami-Sama and 

feeling at ease be-

cause Kami-Sama 

is your Divine Par-

ent,  you are al-

ready saved. 

. 

know you have this document. 

b Give a copy to your doctor(s).  

6    Storage of important documents & items. If safe deposit box: 
registration & keys 

a A safe deposit box at a financial institution is theft 
proof and fireproof. It is the best place to put important 
documents such as wills, trust documents, birth certifi-
cates, social security cards, passports and other im-
portant papers. The next best place would be in the 
home, in a bolted down safe that is out of sight. The 
home safe, however, might not be fire or theft proof. 

b He stated that if a safe deposit box is owned by a hus-
band & wife, it should be registered to both of them, 
and also to one of their children (or a trusted person), 
in case of an emergency. 

c The two keys that are issued for a safe deposit box 
should be put in a safe place. It is expensive to re-
place these keys. Be sure to let responsible parties 
know where the keys are located. 

 7 Additional 

a If you have a trust, be sure to put your assets into the 
trust. This does not happen automatically, just be-
cause you have the trust document. 

b Savings bonds should be cashed before death. They 
are very difficult to cash if only one person is the 
beneficiary & that one person dies. 

c When  you  are  designating  a  successor  trustee, 
choose someone who is dependable, trustworthy, re-
sponsible, in good health, and willing to serve. 

d He suggested that you might consider redoing any 
power of attorney documents older than four or five 
years old because some financial institutions will not 
accept POAs that are too old. 

e A POA is usually used for accounts not in trust & the 
POA can only be used while the creator is alive. 

f If a trust is amended, you should notify financial insti-
tutions if  the successor trustee is changed in the 
amended trust document. 

g Law firms are used to draft will and trusts, and to pre-
pare other legal documents. Fees vary by companies, 
and depending upon the amount of work to be done. 

h Being prepared takes time and effort, but it should 
make decision-making easier for our families and 
loved ones, and may also help avoid conflict and con-
fusion for our descendants. 



Scenery of our Heart 心の風景 
Article from (心の風景, Kokoro no Fukei 金光教少年少女会北九州
教区連合会 2000, Anniversary booklet for 50th year anniversary of 

Konkokyo Youth Association of North Kyushu in 2000)  Note: The 
author of this article is unknown. 

 

“Bullying” 

Nana was a 9th grader and attended her 

church every day. 

This event occurred when Nana was a 4th 

grader. Her homeroom teacher revealed 

at the very first parents meeting in the first 

semester, "Right now one girl in this class 

is suffering from bullying. Boys, even stu-

dents from other classes, are saying to 

her, 'go away.', 'you are gross.' I need 

your help so we can work together to 

solve this matter." It was a serious prob-

lem of the class. Nana's mother told her about this matter as she came 

back from the meeting at school. Nana told her mother, "That girl's 

grade was pretty bad and she is quiet, and different graders also bully 

her. I feel very sorry for her."  

Nana went to the church that evening and talked about the bullying to 

a toritsugi mediator at okekkai mediation place. She asked, "What 

should I do for this?" The mediator said, "I am sorry for her. It is very 

painful. Let us pray to Kami-Sama for her. Um...What can we do for 

her?" Nana thought, "I will do my best for her." Continued the media-

tor, "Nana, human beings, adults and children, feel hurt while experi-

encing a sense of rejection. Don't be afraid of what people around you 

may think, but, why don't you talk to her. Kami-Sama will be happy for 

that. Just saying "good morning," and good bye." is very fine. Just say 

it every day." 

Nana fulfilled what the mediator told her. "Akemi-chan, good morning!" 

Akemi-chan, bye bye!"  She greeted her every day.  

Akemi still received bad words, such as "go away!" and "you are 

gross!" every day, but also Nana greeted her every day so she must 

feel better. Akemi started to open her heart to Nana. Nana's friends 

also started to greet her. Gradually Akemi began to respond to them. 

One day Akemi said to Nana, "I want to give this to you." and she 

gave her an eraser. She expressed her gratitude by giving her an 

eraser. Nana thanked her and accepted it. Akemi became in better 

spirit. She was alone before but she was now able to have class-

mates. They became 5th graders and a new class began. She was 

able to have a very close friend. 

5 years passed. Nana and Akemi are very healthy cheerful 9th grad-

ers.   

Teaching 
from Konko-

kyo Kyoten 

The following was a conver-
sation between a believer 
and myself: "Konko-sama 
(Kataoka JiroshirÇ), if I use 
this small shrine to pray, will 
I be praying to the same 
Kami as at your hiromae?" I 
responded, "There is only 
one Kami for Konko Daijin, 
so the Kami you will be 
praying to at your shrine is 
the same Tenchi Kane no 
Kami."  

"Then, I don't need to come 
to worship so often, do I?" I 
responded, "No, that isn't 
true.  At times, something 
unexpected will happen that 
will prevent you from com-
ing.  However, when you are 
able to come, you should do 
so without making excuses.  
Your coming here is just like 
children going to school to 
learn.  You should come to 
the hiromae often and listen 
well to learn this faith."  

 [Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai 
III: Jinkyu Kyogoroku 
Kataoka, Jiro #95 Page 103, 
Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 



Short        

Teachings 

 Have compassion 

and sympathy,  and 

share your joyful 

heart. 

 Whenever we turn 

our hearts toward 

Kami-Sama, our 

hearts became sin-

cere. 

 There is Kami-

Sama behind each 

toritsugi mediator in 

the church. 

 If we try to use only 

our knowledge and 

experiences, our 

expectations based 

on human thought 

will collapse. 

 Express your grati-

tude to Kami-Sama 

as well as to peo-

ple. 

 Feeling happy, eve-

ryone has a  good 

time, everyone is 

delighted. 

 

Autumn Grand Service  
Autumn Grand Service was held on October 4, 2015 at 11 am. We 

appreciated for Ikigami Konko Daijin who initiated Konko Faith and 

his eternal work of Toritsugi Mediation at each church. 



Contact Us 

We open from 5:30 a.m. to 

8 p.m. 7 days a week.  

Please feel free to come to 

church anytime.  

Konko Mission of Honolulu 
1728 Liliha Street 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 533-7173  

Konko-

Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com 

Visit us on the web at 

http://

hawaiikonkodai-

jin.weebly.com/ 

Church Schedule    
NOVEMBER        

Autumn Grand Service at other churches: Hilo 11/8 

1   Monthly Service – Shintokai Meeting 

8   Sunday Service   

15   Sunday Service   

22   Sunday Service 

29   Monthly Service & Monthly Memorial Service,  
   & Rev. Kikue Kodama 18

th 
Memorial Service  

      

Changed Church Service on 11/1 and 11/15 

Sunday Service on November 1, 2015 will be changed to Monthly 

Service  and Monthly  Service  on November  15,  2015 will  be 

changed to Sunday Service due to Head Minister's absence. He 

will attend the 1st International Celebration (November 14 - 15) in-

cluding  attending  the  Konkokyo  Establishment  Day  Service 

(November 15) at Gohonbu Headquarters in Konko town, Oka-

yama, Japan.   

The Ways of Kami are mysterious and wondrous, beyond our understanding.  (Excerpt from Adoration Prayer) 

Konkokyo Declaration 

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe, 
We accept and respect all lives as being precious, 

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where  
Kami and people,  

People and people, and People and all things 
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship. 

Essence of Practicing 

Faith of Konkokyo 

-Good thoughts with a 
sincere and thoughtful 
heart and, 

-Doing a good deed with 
a conscientious and kind 
heart and, 

-Being honest all the time 

-Trust and being trusted 
by Kami is the aim of 
Faith. 

-We all are receiving 
daily blessings every 
moment; the blessings 
that we need at certain 
times are the result of 
practicing Faith. 

The Movement  

for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me 

I will seek and receive Mediation 
I will realize the blessings of Kami 
I will live a joyful life of appreciation 
I will be one with Kami 
I will pray for, help, and guide others 
To actualize the Way of Kami and people 


