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-When you have a
request to Kami,
praying only once
to Kami is not expressing your sincerity. You must
continue to pray
each and every day
until you receive
the blessing.
-Train your senses
to feel the work of
Kami.
-We must constantly be aware
that we have life,
from the time
we were born.

My wife Seiko recently said to me, “That was the beginning of divine blessings for us.” She was referring to 3 years ago when we found out that it
would take several years before she could move to Hawaii. Why would it be
“divine blessings”? We were a newlywed couple in 2010 but we could not
live together in Hawaii until the U.S. Government issued her permanent
visa. We had no idea how long the process would take. I admit we were very
frustrated and disappointed at the beginning but we can now look back at
the years of waiting and realize that the experience was truly divine blessings, as we have come to realize and appreciate.
That was a big turning point for us. Truthfully, we did not have a choice.....
we had to be patient. Fortunately we were able to use it to turn our hearts
to Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama, the Divine Parent of the Universe. We were
able to stay positive by following the teaching, “Look forward to the future
without saying negative things.” Seiko decided to enter our parent church,
Konko Church of Amagi, for her faith training. Then she entered the Konkokyo Seminary for one year to become a Konkokyo minister while waiting for
the visa. It was “divine blessings” that she successfully accomplished her
goals.
The more difficulties I have, the more my trust
in Kami-Sama increases. I have become curious
at times now. “How will Kami-sama help me to
get out from this situation or solve this problem?” “What challenges will I be given next?” I
have learned to be patient with a positive heart;
the ways of Kami-Sama are beyond our underCont. Next page
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standing. I also believe when I complain or blame the situations and
people, Kami-Sama would be disappointed in me. These situations
and people are opportunities for me to practice and develop my faith,
and become closer to Kami-sama. That would become the valuable
experiences and lessons from Kami-Sama for my future.
What I have learned from Konkokyo's teachings was proven right. It
took 3 years for us to live together in Hawaii. I cannot say it was only
3 years. To me 3 years is quite long, but I have appreciated this 3year experience. The 3 years was long enough to have many experiences, such as losing both my father and Rev. Masahiko Yoshino, the
previous head minister of the Konko Mission of Honolulu, and, of
course, the birth of my son. When I look back at the 3 years, I acknowledge there were many divine blessings and arrangements even
in the sad times. I feel Kami-Sama is happy for us because we were
able to pass the test Kami-Sama arranged for us.
If we still have negative feeling about past incidents, it means we did
not pass Kami-Sama's test yet. It means we are stuck on the past.
For example, driving a car while constantly looking at the back mirror
is not safe. We need to look forward and ahead to drive safely. We
don’t need to look back so often.
I have learned we should trust in Kami-Sama, recognize our daily
blessings and divine arrangements, and seek Toritsugi Mediation to
learn how to practice faith for Kami-Sama's test.
TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

Faith is manifested when the follower and Kami become very close.
Faith will fade if this bond becomes weak. Stay close to Kami.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Okida, Kisaburo #7, Page 157, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

DRUG AWARENESS CLASS
We had another Drug Awareness presentation this year by Mr. Gary Shimabukuro.
Every year we learn very important information about the current drug situation in Hawaii. The drugs easily ruin people's lives once
they get addicted and under the influence.
However, Mr. Shimabukuro insists that we
must continue to fight against drugs for our
community. It may seems we are losing the
battle but one candle can lighten darkness.
More candles, more light.

We need to
look forward
and ahead to
drive safely.
We don’t need
to look back so
often.
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TEACHING OF BY REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
FOUNDING MINISTER OF KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU

Teaching #1 (July 26, 1966)
We have no power or control over our heart beat nor can we say we
fully control our breathing. Everyone cannot help but recognize that
we have no absolute control over our heart beats or breathing.
We are taught in Konkokyo that it is through the power and grace of
Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama that our heart and lungs function as they
do.
Thus, if the fundamental base of our existence such as the workings
of our heart and lungs are through the grace and power of Tenchi
Kane No Kami-Sama, then all other body functions must be so too.
We can see, hear, talk, think, and work all through the grace of Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama. These blessings and grace is given to everyone all alike, whether he believe there is a God or not, whether he
believes in Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama or not, or to followers of
other teachings, by Tenchi Kane No Kami-Sama.
However, if this power is only given to us one-sidedly from God, we
cannot tell when this power will cease. From our side, we have to
pray so that our heart and lungs function properly and smoothly and
also so that our thinking and actions are all sound and proper.
But it is very hard for us to understand the fact that we are so powerless that we must pray and receive the blessings in order to live.
We will gradually understand the powerless and helplessness of ourselves as we experience it in actual life. Our aims should be to realize
our helplessness as soon as possible and to ceaselessly pray for our
guidance and well being.
Teaching #2 (date unknown)
We may be able to return the favors or blessings given us by our parents, but we cannot possibly return the blessings of water. That is
how great and precious the blessing of water is. Therefore, we must
thank and be grateful for the blessings of water.
However, there are times that water does not only do good; for instance, floods, or chapped hands from doing the washings.
So we must give thanks to water and pray that water will do good.
Then harm or havoc caused by water will be lessened.
The same thing applies to sun light or air. We must give appreciation
and pray for the good blessings from them.

But it is very
hard for us to
understand
the fact that
we are so
powerless that
we must pray
and receive
the blessings
in order to live.

Konko Missions in Hawaii website

Konkokyo Declaration

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU
1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone: 808-533-7173
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where
Kami and people,
People and people, and people and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

Daily Prayers:
Weekdays 5:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Sunday
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. (Subject to Change)
7:30 p.m.

The Movement for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me
I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people
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REV. KIKUE KODAMA ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
Date:

Sunday, November 24, 2013

Time:

9:00 a.m.

IMPORTANT NOTICE OF SCHEDULE CHANGE AND ADDITION
The "End of the Year Celebration" on Sunday, December 22, 2013 has been cancelled. The
Monthly Service at 9:00 a.m. will be held.
On Sunday, following "Rev. Kikue Kodama's Annual Memorial Service", on Sunday, November
24, 2013, there will be a "Welcome and Congratulations Party" for Reverends Koichi and
Seiko Konko and their son, Michio.
The Konko Mission of Honolulu Shintokai invites you to a pot luck lunch to celebrate Rev Koichi Konko's appointment to head minister by the Konkokyo Headquarters in Japan and welcome Rev. Seiko and son, Michio. Gifts are welcomed, but not mandatory. To RSVP call to
Flora Higuchi at 538-7734.

PLOTS
Konko Mission of Honolulu has 10 Plots in Hawaiian Memorial Park. If you are interesting in
purchasing plots, please contact Rev. Koichi Konko.

