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Airshio[e’rshio]
GOOD EXPERIENCE?
I experienced a weird feeling. I competed in NAGA (North American Grappling Association), the biggest grappling tournament in Hawaii. About 800
people competed last year. I think half of them were children and teenagers. NAGA is held in so many cities in the US and even in Europe every
year. I learned an important lesson from my first NAGA grappling tournament when I looked back.
NAGA Hawaii was held at Radford high school's gym on October 22, 2011.
There are many divisions in NAGA. My division was master (30 years old
to 39 year old) novice fly weight (130 pounds to 139 pounds) no gi division. I was nervous but I also felt fun. Unfortunately I lost on the first
match and that’s it. Yet I got 2nd place and received a nice medal for that.
Long story short there were only 2 entries in my division. Me and my opponent. I was sad after the match because I could do nothing what I practiced. And I felt awkward because even though I lost, I was awarded. But
to tell the truth I was also happy when I received the medal.
I didn't realize how important having a coach was at the match. Coaches
have experience and knowledge so that they could see the whole picture
from the outside and can predict what will happen next, such as what
kind of submission the opponent is looking for. They can see the match
from the different angles so they can see what the competitors cannot
see. Unfortunately my instructor couldn't coach me so I was alone. He
had to coach his other child student while I was grappling. Besides, he
didn't know which ring I was in since there were 12 rings. I felt little a bit
lonesome.
Listening to the coach is also very important. My opponent had at least
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two with him. I think they were his instructor
and friend. I could hear what they said to my
opponent, but he never followed what they
said. As a result he could get the top position
but just tried to hold me for almost the entire
match. He could do nothing but hold me and I
could do nothing either. We were just stuck.
His coach shouted, "Let him go! Let him go!"
Then he could try something to submit me.
Usually there are a lot of techniques and exchanges in the match. It is fun and exciting to
watch. Our match must be boring since there
were a few movements. Later my instructor
said, "He probably could not hear the coach."
He must be nervous or too excited. My instructor coached his student last year in Naga and
yelled at her side to coach; however, she didn't
even know he tried to coach her during the

match. She had the coach, but the coach eventually could not coach her. She was very tough
and a good grappler; she was so nervous that
she couldn’t hear him.
If I had the coach at the time, I could feel more
comfortable and fought better. I could be more
aggressive because I know cheering is powerful
for a competitor.
Kami-sama and Toritsugi mediator are important for me just like the coach in the Naga tournament. They can see me from different point
of views, and teach what I should do so that I
could have true faith and a better life for everyone around me. I can connect to Kami-sama. I
should also be able to listen to them, otherwise
it is the same as without them. I must take advantage of having a coach.

Kami-sama and Toritsugi mediator are important for me just like the coach in the Naga tournament.

Short Teachings from
Various Material
-We have our ancestors' virtue to live
now.
-Not only speak about
faith, but also show
your behavior in accordance with faith.
-Kami-sama likes people who are filial to
one's parents, kind to
others and works diligently.

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE
Note: All church services will be held on Sunday, unless specified.
11/6 Grand Service at Wailuku, 11/13 Grand Service at Hilo
6th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service

th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder & Successive Spiritual Leaders

13
20

& Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday
27

th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami and our Ancestors
& Late Rev. Kikue Kodama 14th Year Memorial Service

DECEMBER SCHEDULE
4th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder & Successive Spiritual Leaders
& Board of Directors’ Meeting

11th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service

-Give peace, pleasure
and content to your
parents.

18th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami and our Ancestors
& Family Sunday Year End Celebration Potluck Party

25th

9:00a.m.

End of the Year Appreciation Service
& Year End Church Clean up
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31st

10:00a.m.

Mochi Making for 2012 New Year’s Day Service (Sat.)

Autumn Grand Service
Autumn Grand Service for Ikigami Konko Daijin was held on October
9, 2011 at 11 p.m. After the service Rev. Koichi Konko gave the sermon. Summary is below.
Understanding our Founder’s life, teachings, seeking Toritsugi Mediation, we can have better communication with Kami-sama and better
life just like having an interpreter in other countries.
I could be at ease with an interpreter while traveling to Korea even
though I could not speak Korean at all. Similarly I can stay positive and
happy with the Toritsugi Mediation our Founder initiated. We can
have better communication with Kami-sama. We can be closer to
Kami-sama. I just need to trust the Toritsugi Mediator just like needing to trust the interpreter.
Our Founder’s life shows us a positive attitude, consideration, trust
from people, depend on Kami, pray first, take hardships for chance to
develop our faith, be patient, never give up, and keeping good communication are important to overcome difficulties in our life.
Even though Toritsugi Mediation didn’t cause happy results first, we
should keep trust and continue seeking Toritsugi Mediation. Then
definitely there will be wonderful outcomes. In my case I was able to
become more patience and gradually positive with Toritsugi Mediation. I feel I have been receiving more wonderful blessings.
We need to stay close to Kami-sama because we are allowed to live in
the Universe with Kami-sama’s blessings. Eliminate doubt
We also need to stay close to Toritsugi Mediators. I try to be honest,
talk more and respect Toritsugi Mediator. Doesn't matter who is sitting. We can create Toritsugi Mediation with Toritsugi Mediators together. Toritsugi Mediators also need to practice performing Toritsugi, so both need effort to create true Toritsugi Mediation.
Let’s practice faith, understand our Founder’s life and teachings, and
have Toritsugi Mediation. They are very important for us to have a
better life, just like having an interpreter for better communication in
a foreign country.

Short Teachings from
Various Material
-There are a few true
appreciative hearts.
-Don't give up. It is not
your part. Kami's part.
-Let thank that we
have been raised until
this moment
-Try to find things you
can appreciate.
-Kami-first faith life.
Pay back to Kami-sama
for daily and special
blessings.
-Don't let go of your
hardships. Use that opportunity to find Kamisama.
-There is no guarantee
for human being. Understand the human
limitation and depend
on Kami-sama.
-Everyone and everything is allowed to exist
between heaven and
earth.
-It is easy for us to
value visible things.
However, the more
important and true
things are invisible
such as love, consideration and Kamisama.
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Short Teachings from
Various Material
-Live with Mitama Spirits, our ancestors.

TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO KYOTEN
During an emergency, you cannot afford the time and trouble to
chant the harai prayers or kyomon sutras. If you get hurt in a rice
paddy, put some paddy water on the wound. And since there is soil
everywhere, apply some on the wound and pray for divine blessings. You will immediately receive divine blessings.

-Let's respect and value
everyone and everything.

[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai I Teachings of Konko Daijin, Ogihara, Sugi # 11
page 102, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

-The person who helps
is saved through an
appreciative heart to
his or her kindness.

I THINK...

-Convey your appreciative heart. Recognize
the value of the work.

How about when we have time? Our Founder Ikigami Konko Daijin
did wash his hands at the rice paddy when someone needed him to
pray while farming. The story happened before the divine call. He
was a farmer but prayed for people. He went back to his house and
washed his hands again and changed his clothes and started to
pray for the person. He didn't pray at the rice paddy. It took time to
start to pray. A follower recapped he felt impatient. I guess it was a
kind of ritual for Ikigami Konko Daijin to turn his heart toward to
Kami-sama. He respected Kami-sama and cannot help but follow
proper procedure. Later, he was really good at connecting to Kamisama and really understood the way of the universe in his heart. I
guess he didn’t need a special ritual.

-Nobody can live without any help and support. We cannot live by
ourselves.
-Although you think
you are living by yourself, you are helped by
someone at somewhere, you are prayed
by someone, and you
are watched over by
your ancestors and the
Divine Parent of the
Universe.
-Faith to reform your
heart.

The teaching says during emergency there is no time to pray. And
believe you live in the blessings of the universe and trust the blessings to heal your body.

In an emergency our heart is already facing toward Kami-sama because we need immediate blessings. So we don't need a special
ritual. However our action represents our heart, too. As we have a
sincere heart to Kami-sama, our behavior and action also seems
sincere. We cannot help but follow a certain way to show our humble and sincere heart. I think just like eating at a nice restaurant, we
want to follow a certain manner for us and other customers.
We can use action to create a sincere heart. Through our actions
we can develop our sincerity. Our behavior can bring our sincerity
up higher. Even though we don't have enough sincerity and humbleness, we can practice to show our appreciation physically so we
can advance our heart.
It says we are all allowed to live in the midst of divine blessings and
if we believe this, we can revive divine blessings for us.
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How much can we turn our heart toward Kami-sama during a typical day?

TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
Kyoshu-sama or Konko-sama (The 3rd Konko-sama, Rev. Setsutane
Konko) arises at 2 o'clock in the morning and retires at 11 or 12 at night.
He sits at the altar (Okekkai or Torisugi mediation seat) from 4 a.m. to 5
p.m. continuously without leaving the altar even for a moment. Therefore he does not receive sunshine directory upon himself nor does not
he get exercise. He sits at the altar seven days a week with no time off
for Saturdays or Sundays. He does not attend any spectator shows or
sports nor any musical concerts or symphonies, etc. He has his meals
about 3 o'clock in the morning and at about 6 p.m. Until he was 70 he
had just these 2 meals, but since then he has been asked to take a light
drink and food at midday.
The ministers are endeavoring to live as nearly like Konko-sama as possible. We should not question why Konko-sama lived such a life. Because
to question means that we do not understand His sincerity to God, to
people, and to Himself, makes Him live such a life. Unless we have this

Reverend
Masayuki Kodama
(1903-1973)
Founding minister of Konko Mission of Honolulu.

When sincere thoughts of wanting to help save a diseased body become greater than the feeling of
being bothered or irked by illness, then one starts to feel gratitude---"Arigatai kokoro" for his body.

sincerity to live such a life we can not find true salvation.
August 10, 1959

When sincere thoughts of wanting to help save a diseased body become
greater than the feeling of being bothered or irked by illness, then one
starts to feel gratitude---"Arigatai kokoro" for his body.
When sincere thoughts becomes greater than the hatred of a persons
wrong doing or evils, then one can see the god in him and starts thinking
of him as "Arigati hito."
When worries over money or material thinks turn into prayers for the
blessings of money or matrial things then one will being to feel gratitude
---"Arigati omoi."
Thus when this feeling of gratitude for everything overwhelms you and
your heart sees everything as "Arigatai," then one will have the mind's
eyes to see Kami, then mind's ears to hear the voice of Kami, and can
understand Tenchi Kane No Kami-sama.
And this feeling of gratitude becomes the foundation of the creation of
blessings.
August 22, 1965
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

Born in Fukuoka, Japan in 1903.
Ordained Konkokyo minister in
1926, and moved to Honolulu for
missionary work in 1928. Established Konko Mission of Honolulu
in 1929. Interned for 2 years
and sent back to Japan. Served
at the Headquarters of Konkokyo while staying in Japan. Returned to Honolulu in 1950 and
devoted himself to missionary
work until passing away in 1973.
He fostered disciples such as
Rev.
Haruko
Takahashi
(Established Konko Mission of
Wahiawa), Rev. Santaro Sonoda
(Established Konko Mission of
Waipahu), Rev. Kiku Horibe
(Established Lihue Propagation
Hall), and Rev. Takiyo Nakai
(Established Konko Mission of
Wailuku).
[In Memory of The Late Reverend Masayuki Kodama Konko
Mission of Honolulu 1988]
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KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU
Daily Prayers:
Weekdays
5:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Sunday
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
(Subject to Change)
7:30 p.m.

Konko-sama: Tale of Toritsugi Mediation 1 & 2
"Konko-sama: Tale of Toritsugi Mediation 2" a recently released
DVD this autumn has arrived to Hawaii now. If you are interested,
please contact the Konko Mission of Honolulu or Konkokyo Hawaii
Center (808-536-9078). The DVD includes 2 true stories about Sangoro Kunieda and
Sanokichi Sunami. You
can choose Japanese
voice or English voice
in the DVD. Konkosama: Tales of Toritsugi
Mediation 1 is also
available which includes the stories
about Hide Onishi and
Sugi Ogihara.

Konko Missions in Hawaii Church Directory
KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU
1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone: 808-533-7173
Fax: 808-521-7423
Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

Konkokyo Hawaii Center

Konko Mission of Wahiawa

Administrative Office

207 Muliwai Avenue

1744 Liliha Street Suite 304

Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

(808) 621-6667

(808) 536-9078

E-mail: konko-wahiawa@hotmail.com

E-mail: kmhcenter@hawaiiantel.net
Konko Mission of Hilo

KONKOKYO

Konko Mission of Hanapepe
c/o Rev. Setsuko Okuno

58 Huapala Lane

1544 Molehu Drive

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Honolulu, Hawaii 96818

(808) 935-3239

(808) 423-7707

Konko Mission of Waipahu

Konko Mission of Wailuku

94-106 Mokukaua Street

2267 Mokuhau Road

Waipahu, Hawaii 96797

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793

(808) 677-3716

(808) 244-4738 7 (808) 242-7603

E-mail: konko.waipahu@gmail.com

E-mail: yasutake-maui@hotmail.com

