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Short Teachings from Various Material

●

-Don't be indulgent,
but follow Kami's
way.

●

-Life is looking forward to a bright future. Trust the power
from Kami-Sama
within you.

●

-Everything seems
black when we wear
sunglasses. If you
think everything is
bad and feel people
are mean to you, take
off your sunglasses
which is your ego.
You can see a real life
and understand your
life is not bad because
there are many blessings and people who
support you.
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Our Life
Monday, May 26, 2014 was Memorial Day. It was a day
to honor and show our respect to those who have departed and are no longer with us. We express our reverence to our ancestors, friends, and also the people who
worked so hard and died for their country. It was also a
day to appreciate our lives which flow to us from our
ancestors and then continue to the next generation.
A number of ministers and members of Konko Missions in Hawaii gathered on Monday
for the annual Memorial Day journey to Punchbowl Cemetery. We stopped and prayed
at 27 grave sites on the grounds and columbaria where Konkokyo believers and their
family members are placed. It took about two hours to visit all of them. It was a cloudy
day which was good because it was not too hot and had a nice breeze. We found flowers
at the most of the sites. I felt happy to see flowers because that meant that someone related to the deceased came and continues to pray and think about him or her. There is a
teaching, "Immortality is important for humans. Immortality is when others continue to
pray for you after you die. (Gorikai II Kondō Tsuru 1)" We also found no flowers at some
of the sites but I felt happy too because we were able to visit and pray for the person. We
offered flowers at each site. At the annual Spring and Autumn memorial services, we
read out each name of all those deceased who are related or connected to members of
Konko Mission of Honolulu. In addition, at the monthly memorial service, the names of
each member who passed away on that month, are also read and acknowledged during
the saishi prayer. The teaching reads, "Revere the mitama spirits.(Gorikai I Sato Norio
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June Sc hedule
Konko Mission of Wahiawa Ohana Camp 6/21-22
1
10am Sunday Service – Family Sunday: Parent’s Day Celebration
7 (Sat.) 10am—3pm KMH Conference 2014
8
Monthly Service – One for the Goyo
15
Sunday Service – Corporation Board of Directors Meeting
22
Monthly Service, Monthly Memorial Service,
& Half Year Appreciation Service
29
Sunday Service

20)" Revering our ancestors is cherishing and acknowledging our life; there is continuing life from the past
to the present.
Reverend Masahiko Yoshino's 1 Year Memorial Service was held on May 18, 2014, one week before Memorial Day. He passed away on May 9, 2013. Since then I have tried to find ways to please him. I believe by
pleasing Reverend Yoshino, I would be pleasing Revs. Kikue Kodama and Masayuki Kodama, and also,
Konko-Sama and Kami-Sama. Reverend Yoshino wanted us to practice faith and become a helpful and useful person. I want to express my respect for him by practicing faith, acknowledging we are all Kami-Sama's
beloved children, establishing a stronger bond with Kami-Sama and understanding true faith. Everyday and
every incident, including good and bad experiences, are opportunities when I must practice faith. How to
live with Kami-Sama is important. Making Kami-Sama happy is the way to gain trust from Kami-Sama. We
can save and help our ancestors, ourselves and future generations by accumulating toku (virtue) and reducing meguri (irreverences).
My son was born one year ago. He was very cute, tiny, and healthy. I prayed for his bright future and our
family's happiness. The birth of a baby is a happy event; however, when we are born, we are inevitably
destined to die. I heard this perception for the first time when I was in Gakuin seminary. I felt uncomfortable thinking about death on a happy occasion. At the same time I couldn't reject this because I also felt
this was true. We will all die someday for the simple reason that we were born. Nobody can avoid this
“Way of the Universe”. I have to accept it. We have limited life so our life is so precious, meaningful and
important. I can now accept these words as encouragement to live life meaningfully. Each life has meaning, so we must all value our life and live with a positive mind. How we live our life is an important factor
in order for our death to also have meaning. I recently had an opportunity to perform a “new born baby”
blessing service. The baby was just a couple of weeks old. When I held the baby, I could feel the energy of
life in the baby.
When I prayed at each site at Punchbowl, I appreciated their lives and thought about their descendants. I
learned about Reverend Yoshino's life as I prepared a booklet in his memory for his 1 Year Memorial Service. Through his written and recorded sermons, photographs, and the collection of his Saishi prayers for
funerals, memorial services, etc., my appreciation and respect for him strengthened to a greater height.
I had meaningful time and opportunity in May to think about life. Each life is wonderful because KamiSama gave us life and a physical form. I want to appreciate the life of all people, including my own life.

Teac hing from Konkokyo Kyoten
"Place fertilizer at the roots of a tree. then its branches will grow lush. Respect your ancestors and parents, then you
will prosper."
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Takahashi, Tomie 33, Page 222, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

Reverend Masahiko Yoshino 1 Year Memor ial Ser vice
One Year Memorial Service for Reverend Masahiko Yoshino was held on May 18, 2014. Reverend Michiyoshi
Yasutake, his mentor, officiated with Reverend Tetsuro Yasutake (Waipahu), Reverend Yasuhiro Yano
(Wahiawa), Reverend Roy Yasutake (Wailuku) and Reverend Edna Yano (Wahiawa). Konkokyo believers and
ministers of KMH and from Japan attended the service. Reverend Akinobu Yasutake and Reverend Edna Yano
shared their memories of Reverend Yoshino following a moving homage to him by Reverend Michiyoshi Yasutake. Reverend Masahiko Yoshino always had a nice smile, unconditional love, generosity and kindness for others. And, he never expected anything in return.

Teac hing of Reverend Kodama
Founding Minister of Konko Mission of Honolulu

Through religious living (Shinjin Seikatsu) we may receive the blessings of health, the blessings of good human relationships, and the blessings of work and finances. Besides these blessings there is still another
blessing, that of having our "Meguri" (sins) taken away. In the process of having our "Meguri" removed,
quite the opposite from the blessings of health, wealth, and peace may happen to us. That is how KamiSama removes our "Meguri". There are many things involved in Okage or blessings. When things do not go
as you wish, you should not think that you are receiving less Okage. You should not think: "Why should
this happen to me, when I am so religious?"
You are receiving great blessings for were it not for Kami-Sama your "Meguri" would mean you had no
chance. That's great Okage.
December 1, 1967
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Konkokyo Declaration
As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,
And pledge to manifest an ideal world where
Kami and people,
People and people, and People and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.
The Movement
for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me
I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people

Essence of Practicing Faith
of Konkokyo
-Good thoughts with a sincere
and thoughtful heart and,
-Doing a good deed with a
conscientious and kind heart
and,
-Being honest all the time
-Trust and being trusted by
Kami is the aim of Faith.
-We all are receiving daily
blessings every moment; the
blessings that we need at
certain times are the result of
practicing Faith.

