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SHORT
TEACHING
FROM
VARIOUS
MATERIAL
-Pray for someone
else first. Divine
Parent gives you the
way to overcome
your problems.
-You can be saved,
as others are saved.
Someone else's happiness is my pleasure.
-Pray for the day.

It happened after the daily night prayer at 7:30 p.m. on March 4, 2013. I felt the
vibration of my cell phone in my left pocket of my trousers while reciting the
teaching of the night from the Kyoten: Gorikai 2. I sensed immediately that the
phone call was from Japan. After I completed speaking about the teaching and
the service ended, I went into the back to check on the incoming phone call. As I
sensed, the phone call was from Japan, from my mother-in-law. I knew my first
son was born and she wanted to let me know as soon as possible. I pushed the
recall button to return her call and was quickly connected to her.
She said, "Congratulation!"
I think I replied, "Thank you."
She continued, "Both baby and mother are healthy."
I think I said again, "Thank you."
She said, “The baby was born about 15 minutes ago."
I said, Thank you”, again.
I tried to stay calm, but I could not help but make an announcement to those
who had attended the night prayer session. "My son was just born!”, I announced. I thought about the mystery of life given to each of us
by the Divine Parent of the Universe. Life continues from my
wife’s and my ancestors to my son, with so many divine blessings.
I asked my brother last year to come to Hawaii to help the
church while I would be in Japan for my wife's childbirth. Gratefully, he was able to schedule his trip. My mother also wanted
to visit me, so they arrived in Honolulu together on February
27th. They helped me while they were staying in the church. My
mother shared with me her experience of when she delivered
my brother. He almost died because of problems with his lungs.
However, he survived his crisis with Kami’s divine blessings,
APRIL SCHEDULE

-Behave as a beloved child of Divine
Parent.
-Everyone has the
potential to become
a living god because
we receive our spiritual soul from the
Divine Parent as we
are born.
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the prayers of many people, and the efforts of the doctors and nurses. She
said, "That's why he could be in the Honolulu church to watch the church
for you and you can go to Japan for your wife and baby."
My mother and I left for Japan together on March 10 th, immediately after
our monthly service. We arrived at the Fukuoka airport at about 5:30 p.m.,
20 minutes earlier than the scheduled time. My mother and I were surprised when picking up our checked-in baggage. My suitcase was the first
one on the baggage conveyor belt and we were able to get all four of our
suitcases in the first five or six baggage that came through. I felt this incident represented my happy feeling somehow. My cousin and her mother
from the Amagi church picked us up. She took us to my wife's parents’
home, where my wife and baby were. They were discharged from her hospital the day before and went to her parents' home.
It was the first time my mother and I saw the baby. I let my mother hold my
son first because I was a little shy and scared. He seemed so small. Then I
held my son in my arms for the first time. Everyone asked me, "How do
you feel?" I said, "I feel wonderful." I said to myself, “I am holding a new
life that never existed before. I became a father." He cried and moved his
legs and arms, so I felt worried that I may drop him. At the same time, I
was amazed at the power of life and the power of being alive. I thought
how my father must have felt when I was born. One year ago my son did
not exist yet, but my father was still alive. My father passed away on June
22, 2012. At his funeral one of his classmates from the Konkokyo seminary told me that my father was very happy for my wife and me when we
got married two years ago. My father also said to her, he could now die
anytime with no regrets. He was concerned about me very much because
he knew it was very difficult for me to find the right person. I wish I could
show my son to my father now, although I know he is happy and supporting us as a mitama spirit.
I have life because of my parents, ancestors, and the Divine Parent. I was
able to become a father because of my wife and son. I need to acknowledge them more. My son is not only my son. My son is my ancestors' son
and a beloved child of the Divine Parent.
We must be aware of and appreciate the invisible blessings, virtue, and
support we receive from our ancestors and the Diving Parent. We need so
many of them for my son, Michio, and all children of the Divine Parent.
TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

Before practicing faith, I was honest, but I had a short and violent temper. When people did wrong, I would immediately retaliate. I believed
this to be proper.
But one day Konko-sama imparted, "When people speak ill of you, you
think that because you practice faith, you must endure it. Therefore you
endure. However, this is not enough. You must also give prayers for
them to reform their hearts." These words touched me deeply.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Kataoka, Joroshiro #3, Page 73, Konkokyo
Honbu 1987]

I was amazed
at the power of
life and the
power of being
alive.
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SPRING MEMORIAL SERVICE ON 3/24/13
The spring memorial service was held on March 24, 2013. Before each
annual memorial service ministers clean the altars' area as well as inside of the altar door. All reiji are taken out to purify each one of them.
Reiji is a small wooden board. The name of the deceased and the dates
of birth and death are written on a reiji. In Konkoyo tradition ministers
perform Mitama Utsushi service before cremation to request the deceased to remain part of him or her on the reiji for bereaved family and
friends to feel and pray for him or her. Over 300 hundreds reiji are
placed inside of the Mitama Altar of
the Honolulu church. As part of the
service, the entire congregation offered tamagushi to express their
hearts to their ancestors and family
members before us. Rev. Edna Yano
from the Wahiawa church was the
guest speaker. We enjoyed refreshments after the service.

SERMON BY REV. EDNA YANO
Good morning everyone, we have just
observed the Spring Memorial Service
in honor and appreciation of our deceased ancestors, ministers and
friends. Sensei called out 450 (171
at Wahiawa Church) individual names
and family names. For example, you
may have heard him say, “Yano no ie
no Mitama” and “Yano Ichiro No Mitama No Kami.” When he says,
“Yano No Ie No Mitama,” he is including all the Spirits of your ancestors,
from way back when, to the furthest relative. It’s too many names to
acknowledge, but praying for the entire family lineage will count to having them saved.
I took an Ancient Hawaiian History class when I was in college. I learned
that the ancient Hawaiians had no swear words that they can say to people. You know, like how we have the f-word, b-word, etc. The reason
was simple, yet profound. Saying profane words to just one person is
equivalent to swearing to all their other ancestors who are behind each
individual. Thousands upon thousands of ancestors behind one person’s existence. The ancestors will not be happy, and it would be considered a severe insult had swear words existed.
Going back to Koichi sensei’s main prayer, he says, “Yano Ichiro No Mitama No Kami,” he is calling out and acknowledging that that one indi-

Saying profane
words to just
one person is
equivalent to
swearing to all
their other
ancestors who
are behind
each
individual.
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vidual has become a Spirit, incorporated with the entirety of Kami’s
body. When he calls the names of these people, the spirits are expecting your presence to represent them. You are the continuation of their
DNA. You hold within you the characteristics of your ancestors from
thousands of years ago. Perhaps it’s your facial features, your hair
color, your height, your characteristics, behavior and talents. Saying
that you do not have ancestors to be worshipped is comparable to a
lone cut rose stem in a vase. Acknowledging your ancestors and appreciating their existence is likable to having the rose still grow on a large
rose bush. One lineage will obviously last longer, if not forever.
In Konkokyo, do we believe in everlasting life? Immortality? Raise your
hands if you do believe in everlasting life. You are correct. The Founder
said, “Immortality is important to humans. Immortality is when others
continue to pray for you after you die.” You help out the spirits by remembering them, and they will help you out by guiding and protecting
you and ensuring that you prosper for generation to generation. Your
presence here today, means a whole lot to your deceased relatives. I
am very sure they are happy to see you. If you registered their names
for sensei to read, it is very very important that you be present to acknowledge them. Or else they will just be sitting around wondering
where you are. It’s like graduation. They call your name to give you a
diploma, you stand up proud as can be and strut through the aisle, only
to find that no one is present to cheer you on and acknowledge your
presence and achievements. The Mitama Sprits starve for your attention and do not want to be forgotten.
When you take a walk in a flower garden, or go to see beautiful sakura
trees in Japan, we notice the flowers, but do you ever pay attention to
the roots? Of course not! We can’t see them, they are in the soil. But
do you think they play a vital part in the entirety of the tree? You bet.
It’s a mutual interdependent relationship. The roots take up nutrients
and water to the very tips of every flower petal and leaf. But the leaves
and flower take down nutrients that were processed by the sun, rain and
air to the very tips of every root down below. Its dual acknowledgement
and they help each other out. The living has the important responsibility
to help out our deceased ancestors. Our ancestors have the important
responsibility to guide and help out the living descendants. Just because you die, doesn’t mean that your task is over. It continues for an
eternity. Once we cut ties with our ancestors, it’s like cutting the roots of
a tree. The people above will not survive very long and prosperity is not
guaranteed. Revere your roots, and you will naturally thrive.
We would not exist if it were not for our ancestors. I had a classmate in
high school once, and she told a story to the class about her great
grandfather. For some reason, he was late and just missed his ride on
the Titanic. The Titanic sunk and there were only a few survivors. Had
he been early for his ride, he might not have made it back alive. My
classmate has her great grandfather to give thanks to, if not, she would

The living has
the important
responsibility
to help out our
deceased
ancestors. Our
ancestors
have the
important
responsibility
to guide and
help out the
living
descendants.
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not be born.
At the bare minimal, it’s important to remember them twice a year, during these biannual Memorial Services. Did you know that the church
also has monthly memorial services, so we can remember them on a
monthly basis? And of course, nothing feels more wonderful to the Mitama Spirits than to be remembered every day, at your home altar. If
they have a grave, visit it. Make it a family tradition to visit their graves
on a regular basis to wash the headstones, pull the weeds, offer flowers
and their favorite foods and beverage too. On Memorial Day, many
graves are adorned with flowers and lei. But there are some that have
been completely forgotten. The tradition of revering their ancestors hasn’t been passed down. It’s sad.
The Mitama have not gone to a far away land. They didn’t go to heaven
or hell. They are right here with us. Some Mitama spirit’s presence are
more powerful than other relatives. Like for me, I can feel my grandpa’s
spirit on both sides guiding me. For Mrs. Fukawa, I can sense it is your
father. For Mr. Yamanaka, I can sense your mother-in-law. For Paula, I
can sense it’s your sister. For Fujita-san, I can sense it’s your mother.
For Koichi sensei, it’s your father. For some people, it’s their best friend
that sticks by their side. Appreciate their presence. Do not be afraid of
them.
Humans are like water. We are made of more than 70% water. When
we are babies, we are close to 90% water. While we are living in the
physical state, it is like water in the physical state as well. When the water
in aispot
it boiled
off, the
water
can
longer
be seen
in the pot, but it
What
God's
greatest
love?
What
is no
God's
greatest
blessing?
has mixed in with the atmosphere. The molecules just blended in with
God
bestows
His greatest
and His
greatest blessing
upon
you disthe air
we breathe.
From alove
scientific
perspective,
the atoms
didn’t
when
He
has
made
you
live
a
life
of:
appear. They are right here, but we just can’t see them. When plants
and
animals die,
their
return
the ground tointo
become
soil.
1. Improving
things
fullbodies
of faults
andtoinsufficiency
one offertile
perfecThe
in their bodies evaporates and incorporates itself into the
tion moisture
and completeness;
air. The spirit also becomes one with the Divine Energy. I think there
2.
Changing
bad into good;
may
be somethe
connection
to Dark Matter that is currently being studied
extensively
with
scientists
over
the world.
The consciousness will re3. Improving the lowly intoallone
noble
and great.
main. When one becomes a spirit, it is only natural that they want to
Then
secondly, God has bestowed clothing, food, shelter, and everyknow how you are doing. They want to see you happy, healthy and prosthing
else want
upon to
ussee
so we
live such
a life
of improving
helping
per. They
youcan
succeed.
When
they
see you in and
trouble,
they
others.
These
material
thing,
clothing,
food,
shelter,
money,
etc.
are
will be there to help you out, as a direct representative of our Divine Pargiven
to usKane
as a means
of sustaining
ourselves
order toto
help
others
ent Tenchi
No Kami-Sama.
The love
of our in
ancestors
us is
powand
are
not
the
goals
of
desires
or
greeds.
erful. The only difference between a Mitama and a Physical being is the
separation
between
meat
and soul.
You call their
they way,
still hear
When we live
a life of
helping
and improving,
evennames,
in a small
you.
But
now
that
their
spirit
is
one
with
the
entire
Body
of
the
Universe,
then we can understand and feel that God's greatest live is bestowed
no
matter
how far
may be,a they
canand
be by
your side
in an instant.
upon
one when
oneyou
becomes
helper,
improver
of things
and
Time
or
distance
will
no
longer
be
an
obstacle
for
them.
Let’s
continue
people.
to maintain this relationship with them. People who revere and appreciOctober
1972 will naturally thrive. Thank you very much.
ate
their 1,
ancestors
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

They didn’t go
to heaven or
hell. They are
right here with
us. Some
Mitama spirit’s
presence are
more powerful
than other
relatives.

Konko Missions in Hawaii website

Konkokyo Declaration

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,
And pledge to manifest an ideal world where

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

Kami and people,
People and people, and people and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

The Movement for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me

Phone: 808-533-7173
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people
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SPRING GRAND SERVICE

Date:

Sunday, April 7, 2013

Time:

11: 00 a.m.

Guest Speaker

Rev. Akinobu Yasutake
(Konko Mission of Waipahu)
Refreshments will follow

We are receiving constant blessings from Divine Parent of
the Universe. We are allowed to live in the Universe. Understanding this the Way of the Universe is important for us because we can have strong bond and true relationship with
Divine Parent so that we can have meaningful and wonderful
life. Let us make time to attend the Grand service to express
our gratitude to our life and Divine Parent.
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