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-Do we really know
what we think we
know? We don't know
if it is right or wrong at
that time. We think
we
understand the
truth, but we don’t
really know since we
are limited human
beings. So we need
Kami.
-If Faith continues for
three generations, it
is revealing the true
faith in that family.
-Faith can change
people. Let's continue
to practice Faith.
-Practice
teachings
repeatedly to understand the true meaning.

Vernal (Spring) Equinox and Autumn Equinox are important holidays in Japan.
Due to the influence of Buddhism, many Japanese observe these holidays to
remember and honor their family ancestors. Vernal Equinox, or “Shunbun no
Hi”, is observed in March, and Autumn Equinox, or “Shubun no Hi”, is observed in September. As I grew up, my father and mother took us to two
places on these holidays every year right after the Spring and Autumn Memorial Services at the Central Worship Hall in Konko town, Japan. One place we
went to was an area called Kandori, located 10 minutes west from my house
by car. In Kandori the gravesite of the Kandori family, which includes the biological parents of the Founder of Konko Faith, is located. The Founder was
then adopted into the Kawate family (their name was later changed to Akazawa). The other place our family visited was an area called Yamori, located
15 minutes south from my house. In Yamori, the gravesite of the Abe family,
the parents of the wife of the 2nd Spiritual Head of Konko Faith, is located. I
enjoyed those days because I felt it was a pleasant family trip for our family.
Besides, after visiting the gravesites, we also visited the Kandori family in
Kandori and the Abe family in Yamori. Both the Kandori and Abe families always prepared some delicious sweets for us. They are very long distant relatives of our family because our ancestors on my father’s side came from the
Kandori and Abe families.
Living in Hawaii, I miss this annual family tradition in spring and autumn. I
looked forward to going to Kandori and Yamori not because of the delicious
sweets we got to eat, but to revere my ancestors at their gravesites. I pray and
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MARCH SCHEDULE
4th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday

11th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder
and Successive Spiritual Leaders

18th

10:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami
& Spring Memorial Service for our Ancestors

24th

1:30p.m.

Financial & Retirement Planning by Mr. Glenn Yabuki

25th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service ―Family Sunday
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request to my ancestors to protect and guide us. “Please keep busy for
us.” I believe our ancestors want to help and protect their beloved ones
just as we too want to look after our loved ones. I feel we can make
them happy through how we live our lives. We can have a mutually fulfilling relationship with our ancestors. I became a Konko minister because
I want to make not only Tenchi Kane No Kami happy, but my ancestors,
as well.
For me, the memorial service is like a birthday party, graduation party, or
a wedding ceremony. I want to make time to attend those events to
make the person happy. I want to be present there. In reflection of their
happiness, I also am happy. And if I am happy, they are happy, too. I
want to be there so my ancestors can say, “Oh, my boy came here for
us!!,” and smile. If I cannot be there I feel I should do something to compensate for my absence. Respecting our ancestors also means to respect ourselves and our descendants since we are all connected like a
river flowing from upper stream to downstream.
March 11, 2011 came. The gigantic earthquake struck northern Japan.
As a Japanese I cannot forget. I need to pray for the close to 20,000 victims and their families for their salvation. I cannot go there and do
something for them now, but I can pray. I pray for their spiritual peace
and happiness and request them to help their beloved ones as Mitama
spirits.

I believe our
ancestors want
to help and
protect their
beloved ones
just as we too
want to look
after our loved

TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

Be single-hearted. Receiving divine blessings will then be like drawing
water from an inexhaustible well.
[Konkokoyo Koyoten Gorikai I: Teaching of Konko Daijin, Shimamura, Hachitaro #23, Page 139, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

APRIL SCHEDULE
Note: All church services will be held on Sunday, unless specified.
1st

7:30a.m.

Church Clean up for the Spring Grand Service

7th

10:00a.m.

Mochi Making (Sat.)

8th

11:00a.m.

Spring Grand Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami

15th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service

22nd

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

29th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder,
Successive Spiritual Leaders, and our Ancestors

ones.
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NEW YEAR’S POTLUCK PARTY

2-12-2012

Delicious food at the New
Year’s Potluck Party

TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
As a whole, we are all living a self centered life, but when we put our selfishness aside and do things for others, we call it sincerity (Shinsetsu).
However, when we say sincerity in Konkokyo we do not mean setting aside
only part of our self centered life and doing kind acts for others, but that our
whole life, our whole being is made of sincerity.
With this sincerity, we create things (money) to serve Kami-sama, to help
people, and to help yourself.
When this sincerity and this creative power are continuously burning within
us, we will not rely or depend upon the property, thus created, nor will we
say that we have so much money so that we can relax and take things easy.
Publicly we may own real estate property in our name and have bank deposits in our name, but we have no intention of relying or depending on
them, and have no intentions of relaxing. Whether we have property or
money or not, we have the same sincerity.
Why do we have such a feeling? We have such a feeling because our sincerity and creative power are continuously burning within us.
This is the way of holding money or property without any greed.
Unless we can understand this, we cannot understand what makes our
minister serve Kami-sama without salary and without getting rich.
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

This is the way
of holding
money or
property without
any greed.

Konko Missions in Hawaii website
http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Tenchi Kane No Kami, abbreviated as Kami, is the
name of Parent God, the Divine Parent of the Universe.
Kami has existed since the beginning of time and will
continue to exist forever. Kami governs the Heaven and
Earth; all blessings originate from Kami. Kami is invisible but is everywhere, and therefore, we are able to
pray to Kami wherever we are.
Human beings are all Kami’s beloved children. Kami
loves, cares for, nurtures and guides all people. At
times, Kami can be strict and stern, like a true Parent.
Kami never discriminate against people thoughts, religion, age, gender or race. Kami blesses all people
whether or not they believe in Kami.
Kami’s body is the universe but Kami also resides
within each one of us. Kami needs us to fulfill Kami’s
work; similarly we need Kami to fulfill our lives. This is
part of interdependent relationship, or “aiyo kakeyo”.

Phone: 808-533-7173
Fax: 808-521-7423
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

Kami is the source of all living things. We receive our
bodies and spiritual soul from Kami when we are born
and we are able to live with Kami’s blessings. When we
die, we are still under the care of and become a part of
Kami.
Konko Faith is the way to build, strengthen, and regain
the bond with Kami. As children of Kami we should try
our best to make Kami happy by being good children;
following the way of the universe, and revealing Kami’s
heart within us.
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SPRING MEMORIAL SERVICE
Date:

Sunday, March 18, 2012

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Please let us know the names of your loved one who passed away so that we
can include them into the Spring Memorial Saishi Prayer in the service.
FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT PLANNING
Date:

Saturday, March 24, 2012,

Time:

1:30 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Speaker:

Mr. Glenn Yabuki (Certified Financial Adviser)

Topics
-Estate Planning Documents
(Trust, Living Will, Power of Attorney, Advanced Health Care Directive)
-Long-Term Care/Medicaid
-Reverse Mortgage
-Abuse Against Senior Citizens

