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Work of Kami-Sama & Mitama
Spirits
My wife, son and I visited Japan from June 16 to June 23, 2015.
The main purpose for the trip was to attend my father’s third
year memorial service, held at Yatsunami Hall in Konko town.
Since I had to be away from the church for 1 week, Reverend
Reiko Yano from Konko Mission of Wahiawa graciously came to
help Reverend Sugako Yoshino while we were gone. Mr. Taiyo
Kanemitsu, a college student from Japan who is staying at the
church, also helped with the duties. He cooked for them. Reverend Todd Takahashi took care of Sunday Service. With all this
help and support, I did not have anything to worry about.

Gravesite Service
On June 21 in Konko Town Headquarters, the gravesite service
for my father was scheduled to begin at 12:00 noon, followed by
the third year memorial service at 1:00 p.m. Earlier in the morning at 4:00 a.m., it was not raining when I attended the Morning
Prayer Session at the Central Worship Hall. When I returned to
my home, located nearby, it began raining followed by lightning
and thunder. The rain became heavier and after a minute there

Now I have more
confidence that
Kami-Sama and Mitama spirits are
working for us. We
are unaware of their
presence but are being protected knowingly and unknowingly.
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was a loud roaring sound like an explosion. Definitely a lighting
struck very close to our home. My mother was worried about the
gravesite service and I think she prayed for the safety of the
people who would be attending. My father was placed in a
gravesite at one of Konkokyo headquarters’ facilities. It is located on a small mountain called Yuzaki Mountain near the
Worship Hall. Although there is a roof at the gravesite, it is not
easy to get there if it rains. Before the graveside service began,
the rain surprisingly stopped. I believe my father heard my
mother’s prayer. After the service we walked to the Yatsunami
Hall for the third year memorial service. It still did not rain. Everything went very smoothly. I strongly believe we received divine
blessing and it wasn’t merely “luck.”

Back to School Service
The Back to School Service was held on July 12,
2015. Children played together at the social hall.
We enjoyed lots of “ono”
food and everyone had
fun, including the adults.

Taiyo’s Experience
After we returned to Hawaii I learned that there was an accident
at the church. The night we left for Japan, Reverend Sugako fell
from her chair while watching TV. It occurred around midnight
and Reverend Reiko Yano was already asleep.
Taiyo likes to go to the outside hall by the 2nd floor kitchen at
night and have his coffee and relax. There is a nice breeze and
view. When Reverend Sugako fell, he was having his coffee as
usual. That’s when, Taiyo explained, that he experienced something strange and eerie. He felt someone push him from behind.
But no one was there. He was shaken and scared, and headed
back to his room. On his way, he heard Sugako sensei’s voice
calling, “Taiyo-kun, Taiyo-kun.” He went downstairs immediately
and found Reverend Sugako on the floor. She had fallen from
her chair and could not get up. She was trying to stand, but
couldn't due to her weak legs, caused by nerve disorder. She
requires a walker to walk. Taiyo was able to lift her back to her
chair. She had hit her shoulder when she fell but fortunately it
was not serious. She was okay.
Reverend Sugako and Taiyo told me what occurred and concluded that Taiyo must have been pushed by Reverend Masahiko Yoshino, her late husband, who passed away two years
ago. He has been protecting Reverend Sugako.
I pray to Kami-Sama and Mitama spirits every day. I ask Reverend Masahiko to watch over Reverend Sugako. I believe his Mitama spirit listened to my prayer. Now I have more confidence
that Kami-Sama and Mitama spirits are working for us. We are
unaware of their presence but are being protected knowingly
and unknowingly. I must train myself to recognize and be aware
of the work of Mitama spirts so that I can appreciate and have a
stronger bond with them.
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We all are receiving blessings
equally. Do we
choose to ignore
them or do we appreciate KamiSama for giving
them to us?
Every wonderful
and amazing
blessings we receive should be
accepted as natural and normal.
The function of life
never stops, not
even for one day.
You may have
pain or experience
difficulties, but we
have life right now.
We shall be able
to have good future as long as we
are alive. Let us
recognize our life
thus we appreciate
our life.



Expressing our
gratitude wholeheartedly; as a result we will be able
to receive more
blessings.



We cannot see or
feel the earth’s rotation. We also
cannot see KamiSama but we are
nevertheless receiving blessings
every moment.

Teaching from Kyoten
An old saying tells us, "Let others do as well as you, but excel
more than others." Therefore, when you practice faith in Kami,
you should receive divine blessings fully for yourself first. Then,
help others. Practicing faith is the same as learning. It progresses step by step. You cannot become a teacher immediately.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai III: Konkokyoso Gorikai 62, Page 49, Konkokyo
Honbu 1993]

Scenery of our Heart 心の風景

.

“Become a Warm Wind”
As we grow up, we may encounter turning points in our lives
which could affect our entire future. The encounter could be with
a person, a book, or an experience with nature.
If you are asked, “What is a wind?”, how will you answer?
When I was young, a guest speaker at a lecture I attended asked
this question. When we classify people into two types, we often
say one is “literary”, who has rich sensitivity and expressive
power, and one is “scientific” who is rational and judgmental. I
decided I was “scientific” who is inflexible. Therefore, my reaction
to the question was, “What a stupid question! A wind is physical
air flow from high pressure to low pressure.”
The speaker gave us some time to think about the question, and
then answered the question. “A wind is something warm to blow
into the heart of people who are hurting. A wind puts fire on the
kindling of passion in the cold heart of people, encouraging them
and then leaving without any favors.” When I heard this answer, I
felt my square heart became well-rounded a little.
The Founder of Konkokyo, Ikigami Konko Daijin, conveyed the
Way of the Universe, the Work of Kami-Sama, and the Way to
Live as a human being to people who had problems, were experiencing difficulties, and holding anxieties. They visited his place
seeking salvation. The people who were experiencing hardships
felt the warmth of the Founder. When they left his place, they
were full of Kami’s heart. He was like the wind.
It is important to take good care of oneself but also I pray that
young people would grow up to be adults with broad minds so
that they can empathize with people coping with anguish in their
hearts.
The Fourth Konko-Sama’s poem goes,
“I am thinking I would like to have a heart like the spring wind, as
I am being gently touched by the blowing spring wind.”
Be a warm wind.

Church Schedule
AUGUST
2
9
16
23
30

Sunday Service – One for the Goyo
Sunday Service – Family Sunday: Community Service Day
Monthly Service – Election for Board of directors Corporation
& Board of Directors Meeting
Monthly Service & Monthly Memorial Service
& Rev. Masayuki Kodama 42nd Memorial Service
Sunday Service

Community Service Day
Annual volunteer activity with churches on Oahu will be held on
Sunday, August 9, 2015. There will be a one-hour program. Please
join us! We need hands for balloon toss in the program. We will
meet at the Konko Mission of Honolulu at 9 a.m. Following the program, refreshments will be served after returning to the church.

Monthly Service dates in August have been changed. Due to
the change in the community service day to August 9, the
monthly service days will be held on August 16 and 23.

Contact Us
We open from 5:30 a.m. to
8 p.m. 7 days a week.
Please feel free to come to
church anytime.
Konko Mission of Honolulu
1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, HI 96817
(808) 533-7173
KonkoHonolulu@hawaii.rr.com

Visit us on the web at
http://
hawaiikonkodaijin.weebly.com/

The Ways of Kami are mysterious and wondrous, beyond our understanding. (Excerpt from Adoration Prayer)

Election for Board of Directors (Term 2015-2016)
Corporation Special Meeting
Date:

Sunday, August 16, 2015

Time:

Monthly Service - 9:00 a.m.
Special Members Meeting - 10:30 a.m. (approx.)

AGENDA for Corporation Annual Meeting:
Accept nominations from the floor from members present for
the Board of Directors for 2015-2016 (two year term)
Election of Board of Directors
* If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may submit your
nomination(s) to Konko Missions of Honolulu, c/o Rev. Koichi
Konko, to be received by August 15.
* All members who are nominated must accept and approve their
nominations, prior to the voting process.
* Only members present at the meeting shall be entitled to vote
and no proxy shall be recognized.
* A minimum of five (5) and a maximum of ten (10) directors will be
elected.
* The newly elected directors will hold their first meeting after the
election on August 16, 2015 to appoint the new officers.

Essence of Practicing
Faith of Konkokyo
-Good thoughts with a
sincere and thoughtful
heart and,
-Doing a good deed with
a conscientious and kind
heart and,
-Being honest all the time
-Trust and being trusted
by Kami is the aim of
Faith.
-We all are receiving
daily blessings every
moment; the blessings
that we need at certain
times are the result of
practicing Faith.

