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-Pray for others before you pray for
yourself. Kami-sama
takes care of you
and prepares the
way for you.
-Save yourself
through practicing
faith so that you can
save others. Your
joy with my help becomes my joy.

Written in Japan during my trip, on my way to Konko Town
I am typing this on my laptop as I sit in the Shinkansen bullet train on my way to
Konko Town. This has been a long day for me. I left Honolulu this afternoon, June
10th, at 2:15 p.m., and it is now 9:10 p.m in Japan, or 2:10 a.m. in Hawaii time. I
am very glad and grateful that Rev. Reiko Yano from Wahiawa Church is helping
the Konko Mission of Honolulu while I am gone.
The purpose of my trip is to not only see my wife, but also to see my father. He
had been in the Kurashiki Chuo Hospital, one of the biggest hospitals in Kurashiki area, from the beginning of this year but was recently transferred to Konko
Hospital in Konko town on June 6th. I was informed that my father lost a lot of
weight due to the chemotherapy and radiation treatments for his illness. To be
honest I am not sure how I will react when I see him in his present physical condition. I can only remember my physically healthy father as I saw him last year. But
at the same time I am calm and not worried. It was quite different when my
brother was diagnosed with cancer many years
ago (he is now healthy). This time our Konko
Faith and the knowledge that many people are
praying for him is helping me.
At the Spring Grand Service at the Konko Mission of Waipahu in April, I listened to the sermon presented by Rev. Edna Yano of Konko
Mission of Wahiawa. She shared her recent
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JULY SCHEDULE
1st

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday

-Pray for today.

8th

9:00a.m.

-Become and act as
a beloved child of
the Divine Parent.

Monthly Service for the Founder
and Successive Spiritual Leaders

14th

3:30p.m.

Little Star Dance Studio Students’ Performance

15th

9:00a.m.

KMH Community Service Day

22nd

10:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami
and our Ancestors & Back to School Service

29th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & One for the Goyo

-We are all are “living
kami” who have the
Divine Parent of the
Universe within.
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experiences as a nurse with the patients at her hospital. She could not give
details due to privacy issues but she explained how people can be healed
through thoughts, prayers, and attitudes. Seriously ill patients will go
through the process of feeling anger, sadness, then acceptance and finally
appreciation. After listening to Rev. Edna’s sermon, my prayers have
changed.
Rev. Edna further explained that although cancer cells are abnormal and
destroy the normal cells in our body, we must accept them as a part of us.
Instead of rejecting the abnormal cells, we should embrace these cells,
much like parents will accept their child’s bad behavior. Parents will not
reject their child who displays negative behavior because their child is a
vital part of the family. I have heard of many cancer survivors who have
faith and positive attitudes, and will not fight against the cancer in them.
Instead, they try to live with the cancer. Up to now, I believed the cancer
cells were our enemy. Now I recognize that these cells, once normal, became abnormal but are still a part of us. I apologized realizing that somehow due to negative attitudes, the cells could turn into cancer.
To overcome any difficulties, it is very important to first accept and embrace
the problem or situation. It could be the “way of the universe”, and should
not be rejected. I realize that an important step is to communicate with the
cancer that is hurting my father. I hope the cancer will return to normal and
my father will become healthier. My father and our family need broader
minds, divine patience and stronger faith.

To overcome
any difficulties,
it is very
important to
first accept and
embrace the
problem or

TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

situation.

Giving requests before Kami can be analogous to what a farmer experiences. When a farmer finds his paddy with a low water level, he asks the
villager in charge of irrigation to irrigate the paddy. But even after irrigation,
the paddy's water level is still inadequate. When the farmer takes a closer
look, he finds leaks in the paddy bank.
Cont. Next page

AUGUST SCHEDULE
5th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder
and Successive Spiritual Leaders
―Board of Directors’ Meeting

12th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service

19th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami
and our Ancestors
39th Year Memorial Service for Rev. Masayuki Kodama

25th

9:00a.m.

Rummage Sale

26th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service― Family Sunday

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 6

Page 3

In the same way, you can hardly receive Kami-sama's blessings without
mending the leaks in your heart. If you come to give requests, pray wholeheartedly. I write down people's requests and pray for those people every
day.
Take children for example. When four or five follow me home, I tell them I'll
give them some beans. I fetch the beans from my house and want to give
them right away. The shy children move to the back, while the outgoing
ones come up front and receive the beans first.
Fill yourself with my teachings, and on the way home, don't let other people's stories dissuade you, causing you to forget the teachings you received.
Illnesses aren't cured in the same way. The carpenter doesn't repair houses
all in the same way. Depending on the illness, some receive blessings immediately after praying, and others receive blessings only after going to
worship every day for weeks. People won't understand the reasons for this
unless they listen to my teachings.

[Konkokoyo Koyoten Gorikai I: Teaching of Konko Daijin, Yamamoto Sadajiro #45, Page 178, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

you can hardly
receive Kamisama's
blessings
without
mending the

TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA

leaks in your
We must have a feeling of gratitude in order to be saved or to find salvation,
for if we do not have sincerity within our hearts we will not have any feeling
of gratitude.
We must have repentance in order to be saved or to find salvation, for if we
do not have sincerity within our hearts we will not feel repentant.
We must pray in order to find happiness, for if we do not have sincerity
within our hearts we cannot pray.
We cannot find salvation or be saved without sincerity in our hearts for without sincerity we will not come to church to give thanks, nor will we come to
church in repentance, nor will we come to church to pray.
December 1, 1965
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

heart.
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ONE WITH HEAVEN AND EARTH
After returning to Hawaii from my last trip to Japan
I am very sorry that I was not able to publish Airshio for June. Due to an unexpected and sudden loss in our family it was a very difficult period for me.
I returned to Honolulu on June 15th after visiting my wife and ailing father
in Konko, but I returned to Japan again on June 22nd.
My father passed away unexpectantly on June 22, 2012 at around 6:00
a.m., Japan time. I feel extremely grateful that I got to visit with him ten
days before his passing and was able to spend some time with him before
returning home. I did not expect his passing so quickly, although he was
very skinny and his voice was throaty and gentle in the Konko Hospital.
I have regretted that I was not able to do something more for him and that I
did not have the opportunity to learn and received something more from
him. But now he is gone, too soon.
We don't know if we could have helped him or not. My wife and I regretted
that we did not pay attention when he said, "I have a hard time to swallow
food”, when we had dinner when I visited Japan in December, 2011. We
only focused on his limping. He was diagnosed as having esophagus cancer
in early January, 2012.
I am glad that I have Faith. I feel I am capable of overcoming this heartache. The second Konko-sama's words came to my mind as I learned of his
passing. "I could not perform Toritsugi Mediation by myself. However, my
father, Ikigami Konko Daijin’s spiritual form appeared at this Hiromae
(worship hall) after midnight and prayed continuously with me for seekers
every day for three years. This is why I could fulfill my duties as the second
Principal Toritsugi mediator although I don't have virtue like Ikigami Konko
Daijin."
I remembered a story my aunt told me that when my grandfather passed
away, reverends of different churches who were close to my grandfather
said his spiritual form appeared in their worship halls at the same time. He
attended their churches as he passed on.
And then I felt, "My father passed away and went back to the Universe that
is alive and living. He became ONE with the Universe so that he can now go
everywhere to help me and his loved ones. Somehow I now feel confident
because my father is with me." These words of comfort came to me as I sat
in the empty first train from Haneda Airport on the way to Konko town for
my father's funeral on June 23rd. I know my father is busy now as a Mitama
spirit for me, for my mother, for my brothers, for my sister, for my nephews
and nieces, for my grandmother, for my aunties and uncles, and for people
who remember him.
I shall do my best to please Kami-sama because I know that is what my father would want me to do in return for so many blessings we have received.

I now feel
confident
because my
father is with
me.
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7/14/12

Students of the
Little Star
Dance Studio
will perform
dances
"expressing
Japanese Soul"

Students of the Little Star Dance Studio will perform dances "expressing
Japanese Soul" such as, Nishimonai Bon Dance (designated Important Intangible Folk Cultural Properties in 1981), Soran Bushi, and original
dances. Performers are 5 years old to adults. The representative and instructor of the studio, Kazumi, had very wonderful experiences while visiting
Hawaii when she was 12 years old as a part of a Kendo group. She wants
her students to have similar experiences. So she looked for places to perform dances in Hawaii. Her family visited Hawaii and they visited the Honolulu church first during their vacation on January 29, 2012. They prayed
and requested Kami-sama for her dream. It will come true. This event began to move forward because of her sincere desire and years of prayers.
Hope many people can come to join us.
Date:

Saturday, July 14, 2012,

Time:

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Place:

Konko Mission of Honolulu Social Hall

Konko Missions in Hawaii website
http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Wailuku 50th Anniversary
Konko Mission of Wailuku 50th Anniversary
was held on June 17, 2012. Since the Wailuku Church is Deyashiro or the child church
of the Konko Mission of Honolulu, our members also attended their service. We expressed our grattude by attending the service and enjoying the luncheon reception.

Phone: 808-533-7173
Fax: 808-521-7423
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com
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KMH OAHU ANNUAL VOULNTEER ACTIVITY
Annual volunteer activity with churches on Oahu will be held on Sunday,July 15, 2012. The Little Star Dance will also join
us and perform some dances this year. Refreshments will follow. PLease join us. We will have some songs to sing together.

Date:

Sunday, July 15, 2012,

Time:

Gather at the Konko Mission of Honolulu at 9:00 a.m., then go to Kuakini Medical Center after a
short prayer service. Program will start at 9:30 a.m.

Place:

Kuakini Geriatric Care Center—Hale Pulama Mau Auditorium

BACK TO SCHOOL SERVICE
Ikigami Konko Daijin has prayed for young people. He called them Wakaba, “young leaves”, who have unlimited potential
to become a helpful person for people and Kami-sama. Attending school is important. Back to School Service is to appreciate going to school and requesting Kami-sama to guide students to have quality and precious time in school. This is also
the service for adults to pray for future generation. Please joined the service .

Date:

Sunday, July 22, 2012,

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Games and refreshments will follow.

