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Airshio[e’rshio] 
GRANDMOTHER 

An unexpected highlight of my trip to Japan last week was spending time 
with my paternal grandmother who lives in Konko town.   

I was in Japan from December 7 to December 15, 2011 to attend the Memo-
rial Service for our Founder’s successive spiritual leaders, the 2nd, 3rd and 
4th Konko-Sama, held at the Festival Hall at Konkokyo Headquarters.  The 
Memorial Service, held on December 11, also honored those who devoted 
themselves to the propagation of Konkokyo.  I had the honor of being an of-
ficient at the service.  I also attended the annual Faith Training Session for 
ministers on  December 9 and 10.  On December 11, in addition to the Me-
morial Service, I attended a lecture meeting on how the teachings of Konko 
Founder were formed, hosted by the Konkokyo Research Institute, and also 
joined the Annual Peace Prayer hosted by the Konkokyo Peace Activity Cen-
ter and voluntary Peace & Antiwar Network. They were all held at Konkokyo 
Headquarters in Konko town.  

Of course I wanted to see my wife, too.  She has entered the Konkokyo Semi-
nary in Konko town.  Although I stayed at my parents’ home in Konko town 
for 4 nights, I could not spend much time with my wife, due to our hectic 
schedules.  Fortunately, my grandmother and one of my aunts live with my 
parents, which enabled me to spend time with them.  I moved away to Fu-
kuoka after graduating high school and I didn’t have much opportunity to 
talk with my grandmother. So my wife wisely suggested that I go to dinner 
with her this time.   

My grandmother, aunt, and I went to a Japanese restaurant called Kamogata
-Tei near Konko town, which is only 7 minutes away by car.  We arrived at 
the restaurant around 6:30 p.m. but there was a line and we had to wait.  My 
aunt asked if we wanted to go to another restaurant but  we decided to wait.  
Deep down I was happy to have this time to chat while we waited and 
looked over the menu. We ordered the same dishes, which is the seasonal 
special, oyster and yellowtail fish dinner combo.  We had to wait again for 
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the dishes to be served which gave us more time 
to talk again.  The restaurant was so busy.  Finally 
a waitress brought three trays to us.  There were 
yellow tail sushi, chawan-mushi (steamed egg 
hotchpotch), hot mini nabe pot with oysters, 
vegetables and udon.  There were also sashimi, 
Japanese pickles and dessert. 

I was able to eat delicious Japanese food and 
have quality time with my grandmother and 
aunt.  By listening to my wife I was able to have a 
very special time.  I think I was able to make my 
grandmother and aunt happy.  

My grandmother is 89 years old and very healthy. 
Every morning she walks to the Kaido (Central 
Main Worship Hall) for the morning prayer ses-
sion with Konkokyo seminary students at 6 a.m., 
then attends the mini sermon at 6:30 a.m.  She 
doesn't talk very much, but I know she really 
thinks about me, especially because I live in a 
different country.  I could feel her solemn 

prayers.  My wife and I left for Konko station to 
go to Konko Church of Amagi in Fukuoka on De-
cember 13.  My grandmother continued to watch 
us walking to the station from her home until we 
made a turn and disappeared from sight.  I think 
it took over 5 minutes since it’s a long straight 
road.  

As I think about my grandmother, I remember 
the word, “Unconditional Love,” and one teach-
ing, "Women are closer to Kami. Faith starts with 
a woman. [GI:Shimamura, Hachitaro:20.1]" 

Short Teachings from 
Various Material 

-Each individual receives 
revelations from Tenchi 
Kane No Kami. How 
much are we respond-
ing to Tenchi Kane No 
Kami’s message? 

-Do not accumulate ir-
reverences and of-
fenses. 
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1st  9:00a.m. New Year’s Day Service 

8th  9:00a.m.  Sunday Service  

15th   9:00a.m.  Monthly Service for the Founder & Successive Spiritual Leaders 

   & Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday 

22nd   9:00a.m.  Sunday Service ―Family Sunday 

29th   9:00a.m.  Monthly Service for our Parent Kami and our Ancestors 

 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE 

Note: All church services will be held on Sunday, unless specified.          

 4th 9:00a.m. Monthly Service for the Founder & Successive Spiritual Leaders 

   & Board of Directors’ Meeting 

11th 9:00a.m. Sunday Service 

18th 9:00a.m. Monthly Service for our Parent Kami and our Ancestors  
   & Family Sunday Year End Celebration Potluck Party 

25th 9:00a.m.  End of the Year Appreciation Service                                         
   & Year End Church Clean up 

31st        10:00a.m. Mochi Making for 2012 New Year’s Day Service (Sat.)  
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Short Teachings from 
Various Material 

-Although you are doing 
good things and saying 
good words, if your in-
tentions and feelings are 
not solemn, it is just 
automatic and condi-
tional. Faith is not like 
that. Faith is uncondi-
tional, sincere, and con-
siderate.     

-Let us forget ego, selfish 
desires, and greed. In-
stead, devote ourselves 
to Kami with apprecia-
tion. This is sincerity. 

-When faced with a chal-
lenge, pray to Kami first.  
Praying for blessing 
should not be the last 
thing you do. Let’s appre-
ciate Kami’s divine bless-
ings and pray to Kami 
before you face chal-
lenges. 

-When you pray to Kami 
for help, say: “Dear Kami-
sama, please allow me to 
do this and help me.”  
You cannot accomplish 
anything by yourself; it 
must be with Kami’s 
blessings. 

-Let us consider and treat 
all things, people, ob-
jects, money, products, 
situations, scenes, every-
thing with a sincere and 
grateful heart. This is 
Konko Faith. 

-Don’t have a convenient 
Faith, but be conscien-
tious. 

Year End Celebration Potluck Party 

The last Monthly Service this year for Tenchi Kane No Kami and our 
ancestors was held on December 18. After the service the Family Sun-
day Year End Celebration Potluck Party was held in the social hall. We 
enjoyed music, singing, and games, which were enjoyable and fun. We 
also enjoyed delicious food and desserts. 



Short Teachings from 
Various Material 

-Have your life overflow 
with joy from a happy 
heart. 

-Take time to pause and 
reflect on how happy and 
joyful you are because 
you have Faith. 

-Let us strive to make 
others happy, regardless 
of who or where they 
are. 

-Search your heart. Is 
what you are doing, from 
an appreciative and sin-
cere heart, or from a con-
venient heart? 

-Knowledge is not 
enough. Learning and 
studying the teachings 
are not enough to be-
come a role model. Let us 
actualize Konko Faith and 
put the teachings in mo-
tion. Otherwise, it is not 
true Faith. 

-Treat everything, includ-
ing people, time and life, 
with respect. 

-Help people. There are 
many ways to help peo-
ple. 

-There are no important 
or unimportant jobs for 
Kami-Sama. 

-It should be a wonderful 
experience to be able to 
say, “I can do this.” We 
are allowed to do every-
thing we can because of 
Kami-Sama. 

TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO KYOTEN 
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TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA 

The name of Kami-Sama is the “Divine Parent of the Universe”.  Kami-
Sama is too great for us to understand.  Definitely beyond our under-
standing. That is why we cannot understand when something extraor-
dinary occurs. It should prove to us that Kami-Sama is absolute. We 
need to continue to trust Kami-Sama and practice faith. I believe we 
are then able to understand and realize later why it happened the way 
it did, although it did not seem like divine blessings at that time. We 
need to be very patient to understand Kami-Sama’s “divine arrange-
ment”. Our Founder already proved and taught us this. We can pre-
vent worrying about uncertainties by trusting Kami-Sama and receiv-
ing divine arrangements and blessings.  

When we understand that the purpose of practicing faith is to be 
trusted by Kami-Sama, then the blessings will be the outcome and we 
will get this teaching into our heart.   

I THINK... 

Then in a revelation, "There are government officials who are dis-
missed even though they are still useful. In this Way of Faith as well, 
there are those who don't succeed in society even though they have 
strong faith. There are also those who prosper and make others won-
der why. Kisaburo, you are not to stop practicing faith regardless of 
the situation. Look forward to the future. There will be a time when 
society will recognize you."   

I went to worship every month that year, and each time, I received 
this same revelation. 

“Practice faith inconspicuously despite the situation," Konko‑Sama 
told me. I've now succeeded in society and haven't forgotten what the 
Founder Ikigami‑Sama imparted to me.   

[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai I Teachings of Konko Daijin, Okida, Kisaburo # 2 

page 106, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]  

It seems to me that our culture, our civilization, was born based upon 

the premise that we must fulfill our desires and wishes. 

With our culture based on attainment of selfish desires, we have suc-
ceeded in attaining our goals to a certain degree but on the other 
hand crime, vice, and war has greatly increased. 

It also seems that this selfish life when carried to the extreme, ends 
either in jail, in mental disease, or self destruction. 

Amidst this selfishness, there arose a way of life---“to be sincere to 
oneself.” 



This life of sincerity to oneself has the quality within itself to expand, so 
that the object of sincerity expands to other people, to the world, and to 
Kami-Sama. 

This life of sincerity was an entirely different, an entirely new way of life 
not found in the history of our civilization nor in the records of human 
thinking. 

A life seeking the goals of desires and wishes for oneself and a life of 
being sincere to yourself are absolute opposites. 

We do not seem to realize the greatness of a life exemplifying this sin-
cerity to oneself and of a life dedicated to “Toritsugi” this sincerity to us. 

September 1. 1962 

The sincerity, the kindness of heart which works towards others as well 
as towards one’s own self is the core of the heart bestowed upon us by 
Kami-sama. However, in daily life, this turns to selfishness, to greed, to 
dissatisfaction, do discontent, to anger, and behaves wildly off the 
groove. 

Therefore, we must continually receive the blessings of Toritsugi and 
have our hearts corrected so that sincerity and kindness works towards 
ourselves as well as to others. 

With this heart full of kindness and sincerity brings: 

A life of creating good people; 

A work of creating good health; 

A work of creating products and money; 

A life of saving oneself, of saving others, and of saving Kami-Sama. 

This is our life while living but even as we become Mitama spirits after 
death, we should receive the blessings of Toritsugi, just as we did while 
living, and have our Mitama spirits become good spirits and: 

Create good people;  

Create good health; 

Create products and money; 

Save our own Mitama spirits, save others, and save Kami-Sama. 

In other words we must revive the blessings of Toritsugi and live a reli-
gious life while living and also after we become Mitama spirits. 

 Unknown date 

 Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi   

Reverend  

Masayuki Kodama 

(1903-1973) 

Founding minister of Konko Mis-
sion of Honolulu.  

Born in Fukuoka, Japan in 1903.  
Ordained Konkokyo minister in 
1926, and moved to Honolulu for 
missionary work in 1928. Estab-
lished Konko Mission of Honolulu 
in 1929.  Interned for 2 years 
and sent back to Japan. Served 
at the Headquarters of Konko-
kyo while staying in Japan.  Re-
turned to Honolulu in 1950 and 
devoted himself to missionary 
work until passing away in 1973. 
He fostered disciples such as 
Rev. Haruko Takahashi 
(Established Konko Mission of 
Wahiawa), Rev. Santaro Sonoda 
(Established Konko Mission of 
Waipahu), Rev. Kiku Horibe 
(Established Lihue Propagation 
Hall), and Rev. Takiyo Nakai 
(Established Konko Mission of 
Wailuku).   

[In Memory of The Late Rever-
end Masayuki Kodama  Konko 
Mission of Honolulu 1988] 

A life seeking the goals of desires and wishes for oneself and a life of being sincere to yourself are ab-
solute opposites. 
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Daily Prayers:  

Weekdays    

  5:30 a.m. 

  7:30 a.m. 

 10:00 a.m. 

 7:30 p.m. 

  

Sunday     

 5:30 a.m. 

 9:00 a.m.  

(Subject to Change) 

  7:30 p.m. 

Visitation 

Rev. Shinji Kawasaki recently visited Ha-
waii.  He is a Deputy of the Propagation 
Affairs Department of the Administrative 
Office at Konkokyo Headquarter in Japan 
and is in charge of Konkokyo propagation 
outside of Japan.  He visited all churches 
in Hawaii and joined a gathering in Kauai. 

He came to the Konko Mission of Hono-
lulu on December 16 and we had a cas-
ual meeting with him.  He answered our 
questions on the Konko Faith and the current movement at the head-
quarters in Japan.  He also demonstrated and played the Hichiriki, a 
type of flute and a traditional Japanese instruments made of bamboo 
and used in Tengaku music for Konkokyo services.  Rev. Kawasaki is 
an accomplished player and performs regularly for the services at 
Headquarters. 
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Konko Missions in Hawaii Church Directory 

Konkokyo Hawaii Center  

Administrative Office 

1744 Liliha Street Suite 304  

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

(808) 536-9078   

E-mail: kmhcenter@hawaiiantel.net 

Konko Mission of Hilo 

58 Huapala Lane 

 Hilo, Hawaii 96720  

(808) 935-3239  

Konko Mission of Waipahu 

94-106 Mokukaua Street  

Waipahu, Hawaii 96797 

(808) 677-3716  

E-mail: konko.waipahu@gmail.com 

 

 

Konko Mission of Wahiawa 

207 Muliwai Avenue 

 Wahiawa, Hawaii 96786 

(808) 621-6667  

E-mail: konko-wahiawa@hotmail.com 

Konko Mission of Hanapepe 

c/o Rev. Setsuko Okuno   

1544 Molehu Drive 

 Honolulu, Hawaii 96818 

(808) 423-7707  

Konko Mission of Wailuku 

2267 Mokuhau Road 

 Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 

(808) 244-4738  7 (808) 242-7603      

E-mail: yasutake-maui@hotmail.com  
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