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Short Teachings from Various Material

● Don’t doubt if this
bad thing could turn
to blessings. It is
very unusual when
we don’t receive
blessings while we
practice faith and
believe to receive
blessings.
● We will receive
special blessings
along with daily
blessings as long as
we practice faith.
● Practice faith; Kami
gives you blessings.
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The Roots and Tr unk of Faith
I recently read a teaching by the second Konko-Sama. Roughly
translated, it states: "Parents are like the roots and trunk of a
tree, and the branches and leaves are their children and descendants. If the roots and trunk are not healthy, the branches and
leaves become weak and sick, too. Therefore, if parents practice
faith and remove the cause of illness and bugs, then branches
and leaves naturally become healthy and strong.”
I thought the second Konko-Sama was telling me that I had to
practice faith as a parent—that this teaching was not directed to
somebody else, but to me. I used to try to convince others to believe my way was better
than their ways, so that they would change. However the best way to change others or improve the situation is to reform myself and become a better person whom Kami-Sama can
trust. Then, people around me, knowingly or unknowingly, may become naturally influenced and receive blessings from Kami-Sama. Or, they may take better paths or KamiSama’s path. When we change, problems may be solved unexpected ways.
I would like to share a few stories Reverend Masayuki Kodama told while introducing students of the Konkokyo seminary in Japan in 1968. A member of the Konko Church of Amagi
named Tsune had problems in the family. She wanted to understand the Konko Faith to have
a better life. One day she participated in a faith gathering at a church member’s home in the
countryside. It was a cold, late fall night. One of the ministers from the church also joined
the gathering. After everyone went home, the host gave persimmons to the minister and
her. Tsune felt irritated because it was cold outside and persimmons made her feel colder.
She felt, “That is not right.” But the minister seemed very happy and appreciative for the
persimmons. She realized that the persimmons from the host warmed his heart. Persimmons
were only available in the countryside at that time, which made receiving the fruit a treat for
them.
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Note: All church services will be held on Sunday at 9 a.m., unless specified.
Shingyo Kikan Renew One’s Faith extended to August 24
Sunday Service – One for the Goyo
Monthly Service – Family Sunday
Sunday Service – Corporation Board of Directors Meeting
11am
85th Anniversary, Monthly Memorial Service,
& Rev Masayuki Kodama 41st Memorial Service
Sunday Service

On another occasion, the minister stopped at the Tsune’s home on the way to a faith gathering. He was asked
to help to make Shimenawa, a thick straw rope for a New Year’s Day decoration. There were some children
playing around him who were noisy and seemed bother him while he was making the Shimenawa. Tsune scolded
them and said, “Be silent!” However, the minister said, “They are lively and that is good.” The children were
able to play and make noise because they were healthy. He was happy that Kami-Sama blessed the children
with health and wellbeing, while she felt uncomfortable with their noise.
They left for the gathering from the Tsune’s home together. Tsune started to complain about her older brother
who was not nice to her. It is possible she had a bad experience with him and something triggered her to blame
him. The minister said to her, “All those who practice Konko Faith try not to talk bad about anybody.”
Tsune wanted to improve her faith, as she found there were big differences between her and the minister. Reverend Kodama explained that Tsune and the minister had very different foundations of life. The minister’s
foundation was the appreciative heart and Tsune’s foundation was the unappreciative heart.
I need to practice faith to establish a foundation of an appreciative heart instead of self-centered foundation. I
have to practice faith to maintain a good foundation with Kami-Sama, both for my life and so my son also will
be able to establish the foundation of an appreciative heart for his life. This will allow us to have a good relationship at home and with people around us, and to create a strong bond with Kami-Sama.

September Sc hedule
Note: All church services will be held on Sunday at 9 a.m., unless specified.
7
Monthly Service – Shintokai Meeting
14
Sunday Service – Family Sunday
21 10am
Monthly Service & Autumn Memorial Service
28 7:30am
Church Clean-up for Autumn Grand Service

Teac hing from Konkokyo Kyoten
Always remember to be patient.With enduring patience, there will be no discord with others.
Think, "Oh, what a poor fellow. I am able to endure, but since he doesn't have faith, he will turn blue in suppressing his anger
when he hears unbearable things. I want to pray to Kami‑ Sama for him to be more patient."
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Tsugawa, Haruo 16, Page 238, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]
Patience is important at all times. It is all the more important for practicing faith. Having little patience won't result in divine blessings. Some people are driven to despair so they quit practicing faith.This is unfortunate.
If the hub of a wheel breaks, the carriage cannot move. This applies to not only practicing faith, but to all human activities.
Patience is essential. There are few who gain happiness without patience. Even fishermen, farmers, and merchants will not succeed without patience. Strong winds and rain are misfortunes for fishermen and farmers, while financial losses are misfortunes
for merchants. But if they don't endure such adversity, they won't become successful.
Thus, patience is most important when practicing faith. To prove this, open the doors of Kami's altar. There is nothing except
the sacred staff and mirror. Divine blessings are bestowed through the patience of practicing faith.

Think that divine blessings come from practicing faith, rather than from Kami‑ Sama. Practice faith with lasting patience.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Tsugawa, Haruo 17, Page 239, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]
“For those practicing faith, it is important not to feel angry, even when there is something to be angry about. Anger disrupts
the family. It puts people in discord. Look around you in society. There are people who ruin themselves due to a lack of patience. Remember that patience is very important," imparted Konko‑ Sama.
Several years later, Konko‑ Sama told me, "Because of your great patience, Kami‑ Sama is full of praise. This is good, but you
should go a step further to receive divine blessings.
Kami‑ Sama says, ‘Haruo, listen carefully. You are very patient, but you are only suppressing your anger. This will damage your
spirits. What you are doing is not enough. You must go a step further by not getting angry at all. It will be like medicine for
your body.’”
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Tsugawa, Haruo 18, Page 239, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

Bac k to Sc hool Ser vice
Back to School Service was held on July 13, 2014. Students offered their personal
pledge and tamagushi to Kami-Sama in the service. Everybody enjoyed song
games and food after the service.

Little Star Dance Studio Kirakira Hikar u Ar ts Japan
Dancers from the Little Star Dance Studio came to Hawaii from Tokyo, Japan. They joined our community
service day at Kuakini Geriatric Care Center—Hale Pulama Mau Auditorium. They also performed at the
Konko Mission of Honolulu, Ward Warehouse Stage, and Ala Moana Center Center Stage this year.
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Konkokyo Declaration
As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,
And pledge to manifest an ideal world where
Kami and people,
People and people, and People and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

http://
konkomissionshawaii.org/

Essence of Practicing Faith
of Konkokyo

-Good thoughts with a
sincere and thoughtful heart
and,

Shingyo Kikan
Shingyo Kikan, intensive faith training period to renew one’s Faith through attending church more often is not over yet this year for the 85th Anniversary of
the Konko Mission of Honolulu. Let us celebrate the anniversary to show our
effort to practice faith to Kami-Sama, Reverends Masayuki and Kikue Kodama,
and Reverend Masahiko Yoshino, the founding and successive head ministers of
the church.

Konko Mission of Honolulu
85th Anniver sar y Ser vice

-Doing a good deed with a
conscientious and kind heart
and,
-Being honest all the time
-Trust and being trusted by
Kami is the aim of Faith.
-We all are receiving daily
blessings every moment; the
blessings that we need at
certain times are the result of
practicing Faith.

Konko Mission of Honolulu was established 85 years ago in August. We will
celebrate its 85th birthday on Sunday, August 24, 2014 at 11am. Refreshments and entertainment will follow.

The Movement
for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me
I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people

