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FROM
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MATERIAL
-Renew yourself
every morning.
-Keep having a kind
and good heart.
-It is difficult to develop trust from
Kami-sama, but easy
to lose it.
-Don’t belittle your
body and soul, but
treat it with respect.
(425)
-Don’t forget how
much you suffered
and how happy you
were as you received
the divine blessing.

A cat defeated me. It happened last Wednesday as I prepared for the martial
arts class on the second floor social hall of the church. I had to laugh at myself
after the incident. “How could a small kitty defeat me?” I did nothing to the
kitty, but there is a saying, “A baited cat may grow as fierce as a lion.”
The martial art class starts at around 8:30 p.m. Night prayer service and reading of our Founder’s teaching from the Kyoten usually ends by 8:00 p.m. I recite my prayers and express my appreciation for the day to the Divine Parent
and Mitama spirits. I then make sure all doors are locked, and flip four daily
calendars in the worship hall. I finally go to the Toritsugi mediation seat and
convey my appreciation and requests. “May the martial arts class tonight be
fun and no one be injured.” Then I rush to change my clothes for the class. I
always wipe the mats with Pine-sol before the classes on Mondays and
Wednesdays.
Last Wednesday, it was dark already at around 8:20 p.m. and it felt good because there was a nice breeze. I had changed my clothes for the class and
wanted to wipe the mats. On the 2nd floor, there is a washbasin outdoor on the
makai lanai near the kitchen. I use the sink to get some water to mix the pinesol. I grabbed a bucket which contained some water and turned the switch on
for the outside lights. I opened the door to go out, wore slippers, and walked to the sink. The sink area remained dark
because there is no light above the sink. Then I saw something.
I couldn’t recognize it at first but it was small and black. All
of the sudden the thing started to move towards me, very
fast, like a soccer ball someone kicked at me. My instinct
quickly made me dodge the thing. While I was pivoting on my
left foot, I realized the thing was a small black cat, making a
mad dash for me. My right leg was in the air and I felt warm
Cont. Next page
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fur brush against it. I continued turning but I ended tripping and falling
on the lanai floor. The water poured out of the bucket on to the lanai.
The cat was gone. I touched my right hand and arm. No blood, but I was
shaken and mentally hurt. The small kitty flipped over me. I was glad
nobody saw what happened.
The words, “A baited cat may grow as fierce as a lion”, popped into my
mind. The cat knew there was no way to escape, and it may have felt I
was going to catch it with the big bucket. To the back and left of the cat
was the wall. On the right side is the 2nd floor railing, too high above the
ground level even for the kitty to jump down. Only way to escape from
this very dangerous situation is run through me. So I guess the instinct
of the cat made it run at me. It was very successful. The small kitty was
able to defeat a much bigger person.
Another word came to me after I got flipped over. It was “一心 ,isshin,”
or “single-heart.”
The cat definitely had a single-heart to save itself. I didn’t have it. Konkosama stressed how important it is to have a “Single Heart” towards the
Divine Parent of the Universe when we pray and practice our Konko
Faith. Thus our prayers will reach the Divine Parent. We want to continue
to deepen our bond and connection with the Divine Parent. It is written
in the Mediation Prayer, “Let us Seek the Sacred Mediation of Ikigami
Konko Daijin sincerely and wholeheartedly each and every day. May we
receive the Mediation anew with all our hearts and soul on this day, this
very moment.” This is very important for us. Not only coming to the
church but also having Toritsugi mediation with the Toritsugi meditator,
who is Ikigami Konko Daijin is the essence of Konkokyo.

TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”
People are pitiable. They contentedly pour water in the crock* without noticing the cracks. Then they open the crock and find it empty. Mend the
leaks before pouring in the water. Similarly, mend your heart before receiving divine blessings.
*A large earthenware vessel for storing water.
[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai II: Kunieda, Sangoro #8, Page 125, Konkokyo
Honbu 1987]
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NEW CHURCH SIGN
BACK TO SCHOOL SERVI CE ON 7/13/13

The Back
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sawed
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out letters, sanded the board, glued and
nailed the letters, and painted the sign.
Thank you very much Reverend Tetsuro
Yasutake for your hard work for us.
TEACHING OF BY REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
FOUNDING MINISTER OF KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU

Our Founder has taught us that a man who believes in our religious way
of life should express his thanks when arising from a tree stump upon
which he has rested. Our Founder also taught us that when a woman
pulling out vegetables in the garden does it with a heart filled with appreciation and worships the ground, then she will have divine blessings.
We must give Thanks to Heaven and Earth for all the blessings bestowed upon us which is all due to Heaven and Earth.
Whether we are wanting in (not having enough) blessings or not, depends on whether we have a heart full of gratitude or not. This is because if we are not living a life of creating, we will not have this feeling
of gratitude and heart full of gratitude.
This feeling of gratitude arises when:
We are creating mental blessings;
We are creating physical blessings; and
We are creating financial blessings.
Therefore it can be said that when we are living a life full of gratitude we
are living a life of abundant blessings (not wanting).
This life of gratitude turns into our coming to church (Omairi), to our
making offerings (Osonae), and do service to church (Goyo). These acts,
“Omairi” “Osonae” and “Goyo” are the physical expressions of our gratitude.
Among the churches, if there are some that goes around asking and
begging people to attend their church; where they thank one for attending; and also thank one for making offerings, these churches cannot be
said to be a true Konkokyo church. It can be said that such church is
making a business out of Kami-sama. The object of attendance, of offerings, and service is not for or about people, but is in gratitude and
thanks to Kami-sama.
The announcement of our Daisai (Grand Services) is merely an announcement and not an invitation.
October 1, 1962

This life of
gratitude turns
into our
coming to
church
(Omairi), to our
making
offerings
(Osonae), and
do service to
church (Goyo).

Konko Missions in Hawaii website

Konkokyo Declaration

http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe,
We accept and respect all lives as being precious,

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where
Kami and people,
People and people, and people and all things
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship.

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

The Movement for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me

Phone: 808-533-7173
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

I will seek and receive Mediation
I will realize the blessings of Kami
I will live a joyful life of appreciation
I will be one with Kami
I will pray for, help, and guide others
To actualize the Way of Kami and people
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REVEREND MASAYUKI KODAMA 40TH MEMORIAL SERVICE

Reverend Michiyoshi Yasutake, Head Minister of the
Konko Church of Amagi (Our Parent Church) will preside
over the service.

