
AIRSHIO [E’RSHIO] 

“Your lifetime is a 

training period of faith. 

It is like the scholar 

who will not give up 

the opportunity to con-

tinue his studies even 

as he ages and his vi-

sion weakens.”  
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Life Time Learning 
My son, Michio, became 2 years old in March. We are amazed eve-
ryday how much he is growing. He's speaking more words and 
even some sentences now. Where is he learning the new words?  
He enjoys watching YouTube with my computer, tablet and smart-
phone and is good at using touch panel devices. He chooses the 
videos or  photos he wants to see on his own and plays them and 
adjusts the picture to make it bigger and smaller. We try to limit his 
usage of the devices but I have to admit they are very convenient 
for us when we are busy and can't keep our eyes on him. 

A positive reaction I have noticed is he is not afraid of making mis-
takes when he's playing with these devises. Without hesitation he 
maneuvers the dials and operates the devices, which he is learning 
by trial and error. I wish I could become a good learner again like 
Michio. One day I talked to a member who is going to college. I 
mentioned that I didn’t like studying but he replied we should con-
tinue to study. We should update and refresh ourselves. So true. I 
remember one teaching, “Your lifetime is a training period of faith. It 
is like the scholar who will not give up the opportunity to continue 
his studies even as he ages and his vision weakens. (Gorikai III 
Konko Kyoso Gorikai 37, page 45)” Our daily life is full of opportuni-
ties to update, refresh and brush up our faith. 

Not Wasting Kami-Sama’s Time 

We have many good and not so good experiences every day. I try 
to use those experiences to communicate with Kami-Sama be-
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Spring  Grand  Ser-

vice for Tenchi Kane 

No Kami was  held  on 

Sunday, April 5, 2015 at 11 

am. We expressed our hap-

piness while receiving Kami-

Sama’s blessings.  We en-

joyed refreshments after the 

service. 

2015 Spring Grand Service 

cause I strongly believe all experiences are sent by Kami-Sama to 
me for a reason. Sometimes it may take many years before I am 
able to understand the meaning of the experiences. Each experi-
ence is a turning point to improve my faith or sway farther from 
Kami-Sama. If I continue to complain, remain sad or mad, I am not 
appreciating and may be wasting Kami-Sama’s time and love. 
Teachings said, "Even iron wears out when used. Similarly, it is 
natural for the human body to sometimes have pain or an itch. A 
hoe, for example, cuts better after it is sharpened. To have pain or 
an itch is like being sharpened. Through these experiences, people 
are able to begin their practice of faith. It becomes part of their 
training, and their faith will develop. Since man is conceited by na-
ture, he finds it easy to practice faith when he has a pain or an itch, 
but difficult if he has no problems. [GIII:Jinkyu Kyogoroku #171 
Page 134] 

Practice Faith 

Daily life is very important for us. Our present Konko-Sama said 
that our daily life was our real stage. Practice at the church and 
show our faith to Kami-Sama and people during our daily life. We 
all deserve to be a star on the stage have a bright future if we prac-
tice faith with Kami-Sama sincerely. 

Practicing faith is fun like communicating with good friends. Good 
friendship lasts very long. Although we became very old, we still 
will be able to have good time and learn from each other. “In prac-
ticing faith, the older you get, the more virtuous you become. If you 
practice  faith,  your  gratitude  will  increase  with  each  passing 
year.” [GIII:Konkokyoso Gorikai #55 Page 48] and also “Be strong 
and practice faith. You need not worry about how old you are. Faith 
is the only thing that any person – even if one who is old – can do 
as well as any other person. If you keep practicing faith, you will 
gain virtue year after year, and you will be favored by Kami and will 
be treated with great care by the young people. [Voice of the Uni-
verse # 306 page 98]. 

When we are born, we all are good learners. I want to be a good 
learner who accepts everything as Kami-Sama’s gift of love to me. 

Teaching from Kyoten 

Konko Daijin speaks about unlimited divine blessings from Kami. If 
you receive blessings by practicing faith and then sincerely give 
teachings to others with the same heart as Kami's, you too can 
walk the true Way of Faith. Passing on Konko Daijin's words with-
out changing their meaning and helping others to practice True 
Faith will make Kami happy. This will also make you a kami. You 
should not consider yourself above Kami even if you become one. 

[Konkokyo Kyoten Gorikai III: Konkokyoso Gorikai 61, Page 49, 
Konkokyo Honbu 1993] 



Short        

Teachings 

 Be a good role 

model as a beloved 

child. 

 Having peace of 

mind will give us a 

longer life. Anxiety 

and worry will 

shorten our life. 

 We feel pain be-

cause we are alive. 

Apologize for for-

getting about the 

blessings we have 

and express our ap-

preciation for hav-

ing our life. Let us 

include this in our 

daily prayer with a 

single heart. 

 As I realize I am 

alive today because 

of Kami-Sama, I 

cannot help but 

give appreciation 

for my life and 

apologize that I 

don’t give enough 

thanks to Kami-

Sama. 

 There is no moment 

without Kami-

Sama’s blessings at 

all in our lifetime. 

Scenery of our Heart 心の風景 
 

“Greeting is Wonderful!” 
 
I see healthy and active children going to an elementary school in 
passing at 8 a.m. Some of them looked sleepy. I saw all the chil-
dren say, “Good morning!” to everyone who passed by. Even to 
strangers. The more closer to the school, the louder the children's 
greeting voice became. Their voice makes us happy. We also want 
to say, “Good morning” to them. We are able to encounter happy 
moments through hearing their greeting. When my daughter en-
tered the school, she learned the greeting first. I found it is not easy 
to teach her to put hands together and pray at the altar, but saying 
“good morning” or “thank you” are not difficult to learn. 

I then witnessed that she was able to pray at the altar without real-
izing while she was learning greetings. I enjoyed this. I thought 
greeting is not special, but it is a wonderful things for all of us no 
matter if we are old or young. When I visited the school the other 
day, both students and teachers greeted me loudly everywhere. 

This school started, “Greeting Movement Project” 10 years ago. 
Before this movement there were many problems in the school. 
Some students couldn’t calm themselves down and didn’t listen to 
teachers. So teachers couldn’t conduct classes. There were truant 
students, bullied students, and short temper students. There were 
students who were bullied and became suddenly violent.   

Teachers and parents discussed about this matter and established 
the “Greeting Movement Project”. 

Sometimes we forget to say good morning even at home. Children 
could say “Bye” to each other, but “Thank you” and “I am sorry” 
were not easy to express at that time. In the 10 years, especially at 
home, parents and children can understand each others feelings 
and condition of health through exchanging greetings. They have 
better conversation and communication now. Adults living in the 
community naturally have also been greeting and communicating 
with children as well. The children have more compassion and be-
came kinder to others. Greeting created happier homes. Elder stu-
dents started to help and take care of younger students more. We 
can see more healthy active children in the community. 

Greeting, everyone can do at anywhere, have been supporting my 
daughter to make more friends. In the work of the Universe she 
has been growing up and became a middle school student. The 
“Greeting Movement” continues to the  next generation. 

[Anniversary booklet for 50
th
 year anniversary of Konkokyo Youth Asso-

ciation of North Kyushu in 2000] 



 

“Shin Toku”- Sermon at Spring Grand Service – Honolulu April 5, 2015 

Reverend Akinobu Yasutake (Konko Mission of Waipahu) 

I feel grateful that we could gather here to hold the spring Grand Service at the 

Honolulu church. I am so happy to see you all. Last year was the 200th year 

since the founder of Konkokyo was born and also the 110th year since Amagi 

church, the parent church of Honolulu, was established. So KMH organized a 

Japan tour and some Hawaii members participated. It’s good to visit the head-

quarters, Amagi church, and other churches in Japan once in a while so that 

we can meet many good Konko believers and listen to their stimulating talks so 

that our faith can be rejuvenated. This time, we had a chance to visit Kokura 

church, the parent church of Amagi (which makes it the grandparent church of 

Honolulu), and listen to Revered Katsura’s powerful speech. One thing she 

said really came to my mind. She said, “You may think you possess property 

like land and houses, but those belong to Kami. Nothing belongs to you. But there is one thing people are 

allowed to possess: Toku, or divine virtue. Toku can be taken with you even after you die and passed down 

to future generations.” Toku is one of the most important concepts of Konko faith, so let me talk about Toku 

today. 

When I heard Reverend Katsura’s speech of “nothing belongs to you,” I recalled what one minister told me 

at the time of the 100th Anniversary Grand Service of Amagi church ten years ago. After a morning service, 

I was offering a prayer in front of a statue of Amagi church’s founder, the late Reverend Matsutaro Yasu-

take, right outside of the church worship hall. Then one Sensei came to me and asked, “Do you know why 

your great-grandfather could build such a big church?” He said, “That’s because Matsutaro Sensei never 

thought that this big church building or other properties were his possession. Even small items in the church 

as well as his personal belongings, he truly thought that they were Kami’s property and took really good 

care of them.” I tend to think my house is mine because I paid the mortgage and the car belongs to me be-

cause I paid for it and I have a certificate of ownership. What do you mean by “nothing belongs to me?”  

Legally and economically speaking, it may be so, but are legal and economic systems absolute and perma-

nent? What if the United States changes its system to communism and everything is confiscated by the 

government? It’s very unlikely, but not impossible.   

My mother’s side of the family used to be big landowners of a farming field. My grandfather was a farmer, 

but he never physically did farming. It was all done by tenant farmers. My mother remembers when she 

was small, tons of rice bags were brought into a huge warehouse right next to her house. However, after 

World War II, GHQ, the US occupying force, tried to weaken the power of financial giants called “zaibatsu” 

and the moneyed class. Dissolution of financial combines and big landowners took place. As a result, much 

of my grandfather’s land had to be transferred to tenant farmers almost for free. If ownership of the land is 

absolute and permanent, my grandfather’s family should still own those lands.   

There is an episode like this. One day, a member of Amagi came to the church. He had a pear field and 

made a request saying, “A thief comes and takes 20-30 pears almost every night. I tried to watch until 2-3 

am, but after I left, pears were stolen again. Please pray so that the thief will not come again.” Then, Rever-

end Matsutaro asked, “You too are not stealing, are you? Whose pear field is it?” He replied, “It is mine. All 

the pear trees belong to me.” “That’s why it’s no good. Even a small piece of land belongs to Kami, and so 

do pear trees. You cannot grow even one pear tree by yourself. It is all due to divine blessings and you are 

just assisting Kami. If you truly understand that all fields and trees belong to Kami and appreciate that you 

are allowed to borrow and harvest, then Kami will not let the thief come.” After that, no more pears were 



stolen. So in terms of Konko faith, fundamentally nothing is ours; everything belongs to Kami and we just 

borrow them during our lifetime. Even our body; we borrow it from Kami and eventually it has to be re-

turned. But as Reverend Katsura said, there is one thing human beings are allowed to possess. Toku, or 

Shintoku, is translated as “divine virtue,” but I don’t know if it describes what our founder meant. It is diffi-

cult to explain what Toku is as it is invisible and intangible. Some ministers explain that Toku is somewhat 

like trust or credit from Kami. Some Senseis call it spiritual assets. 

Although Toku is invisible, I think we can feel it. When I am in Konko town, I feel something spiritual but 

indescribable. Many people say the same thing. It may be Toku from the founder and successive Konko 

Samas, and maybe Toku of visitors from all over Japan and other countries. When the late Reverend Ma-

tsutaro went to Konko Headquarters before he became a Konko minister to attend the 10th year memorial 

service of the founder, he was so impressed with the ceremony. He wrote of his feelings like this: “The 

previous night, we listened to a sermon by Reverend Fujimori Kondo, and there were beautiful fireworks 

for dedication in the sky as well as on the ground like beautiful flowers. Then, a lantern procession was 

held. It was so beautiful and impressive that it surprised a country man like me. I felt like I was dreaming.”  

With a deep impression made, he thought, “Indeed, Toku is a great thing. So many people came to attend 

the service to commemorate the founder’s virtue and achievement. I heard that Konko Sama had been in 

misfortune for a long time, but he believed and devoted himself to Kami, then he received divine favors 

and accumulated divine virtue. Through mediation, he helped so many people. It’s been 10 years since 

he passed away. If Konko Sama only thought about himself and tried to be successful in business or poli-

tics, most likely he would have become a successful, great person. A big-scale funeral service would 

have been held when he died. But after one year passed, people would start to forget about him, and 

three years, five years later, many people would not care about him. However, the founder devoted him-

self to Kami and served to help people; therefore, his memorial service has been getting bigger year after 

year. This is Toku, he thought. At that time, his family’s economic status had been bad, and he was trying 

to recover. However, when he saw the memorial service, he thought, “I used to think the way to recover 

my family’s fortune is to be materially and financially successful in my business, but it is not. The true way 

to recover is to gain intangible Toku like the founder.” Later, he decided to become a Konko minister.  

Due to Toku he accumulated, a big church was built, and the 110th Anniversary Grand Service was held 

with so many attending last year.   

There are several teachings by the founder relating to Toku. This one is what the Reverend Katsura men-

tioned: “Kami’s virtue will be with you even after death and passed down to future generations. It can be 

received by anyone who practices faith. The virtue of Kami is unlimited”(Gorikai II Matsumoto Tashichi 1).  

So daily practice of faith is the way we can receive Toku. But is that all? There is another teaching like 

this: “Without thinking of social position, without arguing, without holding conceit for being educated, and 

with pure sincerity, Kami’s door will be open to you to receive divine virtue” (Gorikai I Sato Norio 4-4).   

So practicing faith is not just about coming to church and offering prayers, but in our daily life we have to 

try to be sincere, appreciative and prudent. We tend to focus more on material and financial gain. Konko 

faith does not totally deny materialism or desire. One teaching says, “People say that you will become a 

kami if you abandon your desire. While people are alive they must pray for good health. Farmers should 

pray for abundant crops and merchants should pray for successful business. Such desires are natu-

ral” (Gorikai III Jinkyu Kyogoroku 170-1, 2). But as a Konko believer, we should not forget that we need to 

have Toku as a foundation. Without a good foundation of Toku, you cannot build anything. Let us practice 

faith with a sincere, appreciative and prudent heart so that we can gain and accumulate spiritual assets of 

divine virtue. 



Contact Us 

We open from 5:30 a.m. to 

8 p.m. 7 days a week.  

Please feel free to come to 

church anytime.  

Konko Mission of Honolulu 
1728 Liliha Street 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

(808) 533-7173  

Konko-

Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com 

Visit us on the web at 

http://

hawaiikonkodai-

jin.weebly.com/ 

Church Schedule 
      

MAY     

3   Sunday Service – Shintokai Meeting 

10   Sunday Service 

17 Monthly Service – One for the Goyo 
 & Rev. Masahiko Yoshino 2nd Memorial Service 

24 Sunday Service 

31 Monthly Service & Monthly Memorial Service 

 

Spring Grand Service at other churches in Hawaii:  

Wailuku    Sunday   5/3  at  11 a.m. 

Hilo    Sunday   5/10  at  11 a.m. 

Reverend Masahiko Yoshino 2nd Year Memorial Service 

After the monthly service on Sunday, May 17 at 9 am, the 2nd Year 
Memorial Service for Reverend Masahiko Yoshino, the Third Head 
Minister of the Konko Mission of Honolulu will be held. Let us ex-
press our appreciation for his 32 years of missionary work and torit-
sugi mediation and pray for his continued support and guidance.   

The Ways of Kami are mysterious and wondrous, beyond our understanding.  (Excerpt from Adoration Prayer) 

Konkokyo Declaration 

As humans, who are all allowed to live by the Great Universe, 
We accept and respect all lives as being precious, 

And pledge to manifest an ideal world where  
Kami and people,  

People and people, and People and all things 
Live together through an Interdependent (Aiyo kakeyo) relationship. 

Essence of Practicing 

Faith of Konkokyo 

-Good thoughts with a 
sincere and thoughtful 
heart and, 

-Doing a good deed with 
a conscientious and kind 
heart and, 

-Being honest all the time 

-Trust and being trusted 
by Kami is the aim of 
Faith. 

-We all are receiving 
daily blessings every 
moment; the blessings 
that we need at certain 
times are the result of 
practicing Faith. 

The Movement  

for the Mutual Fulfillment of Kami and Me 

I will seek and receive Mediation 
I will realize the blessings of Kami 
I will live a joyful life of appreciation 
I will be one with Kami 
I will pray for, help, and guide others 
To actualize the Way of Kami and people 


