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-This Faith was
created from joy.
-Don't be an ungrateful person.
-Think about the
meaning of the
service. It is important not only to
attend the service
but also your attitude and efforts
you make to attend the service.
-Understand, recognize and encourage
others
instead of criticizing them.

“For those practicing faith, it is important not to feel angry, even when
there is something to be angry about.” (Gorikai 2 Tsugawa Haruo 18-1)
This is one of the most difficult teachings for me to put into practice. I
think most of us feel the same way when we read this teaching. I do get
angry although I know anger won’t help to solve the situation. Anger could
create more problems, start bad relationships, and cause more stress.
However, there is a way to drive anger away. It is simple. Believe and trust
in Kami-sama. Kami-sama gives us only blessings. If we can’t understand
Kami-sama’s intention for us, we should always ask ourselves, “why”,
whenever we encounter negative people or unpleasant situations. For example, when someone has very different opinions which we think are
wrong, or bad attitudes that we cannot accept, we become uncomfortable,
sad, and angry. But, instead of getting angry, we should ask ourselves,
“why did this happen and why does Kami-sama want me to experience
this”. Maybe Kami-sama wants me to develop patience, broaden my mind,
or give consideration to others. We need to have a receptive and sensitive
mind when associating with others but it is easy to complain or criticize.
Instead of getting angry, if we believe and trust Kami-sama, we will realize
later how deeply Kami-sama cares and thinks about us. If we can rid ourselves of anger, we will be blessed with more happiness in our life.
Cont. Next page

APRIL SCHEDULE
1st

7:30a.m.

Church Clean up for the Spring Grand Service

7th

10:00a.m.

Mochi Making (Sat.)

8th

11:00a.m.

Spring Grand Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami

15th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service

22nd

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

29th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder,
Successive Spiritual Leaders, and our Ancestors
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TEACHING FROM KONKOKYO “KYOTEN”

(The Founder, had been speaking to a follower, Kenji Tokunaga, at
the Hiromae,)
A neighbor who was also at the Hiromae said (to the Founder), "I
have been operating a copper mine for about four years now. It is
sustaining major losses. If I continue operating it for another year, will
it be profitable? If so, I will continue operating it for another year."
Founder (replied): "If you don't try, you'll never know, will you?”
(The Founder then continued to speak to Kenji Tokunaga.)
Founder: “Kenji, how about if you return home now? I can speak forever and my stories will never end. If I were telling a story from a
book, it would end after I reach the end of the book. However, when I
tell my stories, there is no end."

Kami Altar at the 2nd floor
of the Konko Mission of
Honolulu

Tokunaga: "I can't go home now because the winds are too strong."
Founder: "Then how about returning home on land?"
Tokunaga: "I have already rented a boat to come here."
Founder: "Then there's nothing we can do, is there?"
[Konkokoyo Koyoten Gorikai I: Teaching of Konko Daijin, Tokunaga Kenji
#9, Page 147, Konkokyo Honbu 1987]

If we can rid
ourselves of anger,
we will be blessed
with more

MAY SCHEDULE

happiness in our
5/13 Grand Service at Konko Mission of Hilo

6th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday

13th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & One for the Goyo

20th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder
and Successive Spiritual Leaders
& Board of Directors’ Meeting

27th

10:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami
and our Ancestors
& Parent’s Day Party @11:00 a.m. at KM of Honolulu

life.

FINANCIAL & RETIREMENT PLANNING PRESENTATION
3/24/12

Presented by Mr. Glenn Yabuki

Church cleanup for the
Spring Grand Service
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4/8/12

Arranging flowers for the
Grand Service

But you could
be grateful even
in sickness or in
poverty, or even
when you have
to meet or face
TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA

There is a difference between being thankful and grateful (arigatai),
and being delighted and happy. One is delighted and happy only
when everything goes smoothly or as one wished. But you could be
grateful even in sickness or in poverty, or even when you have to
meet or face an unpleasant person or situation.

an unpleasant
person or
situation.

To understand this feeling of gratitude even in misery, poverty, or disaster, one has to get away from the passive life of wishing for good
fortune or luck, or wishing to have things done for him, or wishing to
be well thought of, and enter an active life of wanting to save others,
of wanting to be kind and sincere to others, and of wanting to do favor for others.
With this active feeling of gratitude one can respect and honor one’s
mother almost like a god, though she may be feeble and without
much learning and ability.
Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi

Steaming Rice for Mochi
for the Grand Service
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ALWAYS CONNECTED
Sermon by Rev. Yasuhiro Yano, Head Minister of the Konko Mission of Wahiawa delivered for the Spring
Grand Service at Konko Mission of Honolulu on April 8, 2012)

Good morning everyone. Thank you for your presence here today for the annual observance of the
Grand Service in Appreciation of the Work of Tenchi Kane no Kami, Our Divine Parent of the Universe. I feel grateful for this given opportunity to
be able to share with you my thoughts about the
faith tradition.
Konko-Sama believed in Kami-Sama and followed
all the instructions and teachings in a manner
that brought fulfillment to Kami-Sama to himself
and his family members. Konko-Sama always
found ways to get connected to Kami-Sama
throughout his entire faith life. I understand that Konko believers are those people who believe
in Tenchi Kane no Kami and practice those teachings in life. To believe in Tenchi Kane no Kami
is to believe in the teachings, and in turn, to believe in the teachings means believing in Tenchi
Kane no Kami.
In the past, I have quoted a particular episode related by the Rev. Matsutaro Yasutake, the
founding minister of the Konko Church of Amagi in a booklet titled, “Michi no Shiori” or a short
guidebook for the practice of the Konko faith. In the opening page of the booklet, the following
is stated, “This booklet is a partial script of the speech presentation in which my grandfather
shared what could be identified to be the vital elements of the practice of the Konko faith to
the young ministers who were affiliated to the church on February 23, 1948. This time, in commemorating the 25th memorial year of the minister, the booklet is presented to you as a form of
‘Shinobi gusa’ or an item in remembrance and honor of the deceased.” Our church members
in Wahiawa have been quite familiar with the episode.
An identical episode is also found in the biography of the Founder, “Kyoso-Sama” authored by
the Rev. Shinsei Konko. I would like to quote the story from this book (Volume II pages 57 to
59) for your reference because it is more detailed in the account.
At one occasion, Kami-Sama instructed Konko-Sama, “Early tomorrow morning, get up and
travel to Tamashima Town. A sum of 500 yen is placed somewhere on the way. It is yours to
keep. Bring the money back home . . .” Konko-Sama made an excursion by preparing a lunch
bento box and traveled approximately four-kilometers and reached the town of Tamashima. He
looked around the town here and there. But there was no trace of money as mentioned by
Kami. At around noon, he enjoyed lunch and asked Kami-Sama, “I looked around the town for
the money you mentioned, but I could not find it yet. Shall I return home now?” Kami-Sama
instructed him, “Try to look around for the money till the sun sets. I am sure you can find it.” It
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became dark. Konko-Sama asked Kami again, “I cannot find the money. Shall I return home
now?” Kami-Sama responded, “Do you have your own money?” Konko-Sama answered, “Yes.
I have mine.” Kami-Sama responded, “If so, others also may not drop their money. Return
home now.” Even for those seemingly irrational instructions, Konko-Sama followed faithfully.
What can we learn in this episode? Apparently Kami-Sama tested Konko-Sama if he would get
a monetary reward in following the instructions. But actually he gained no monetary reward. If
we are in the same situation, what reactions we would take? We would feel fooled by KamiSama, confused and may get angry. These are the average believers’ responses to a failed divine promise, aren’t they? In my understanding, when we encounter a situation like this promise, the majority of us would fail to fulfill Kami-Sama and be instantly disconnected.
What if Konko-Sama responded to Kami-Sama in the same manner as we would respond in anger and disgust? What if Konko-Sama said, “Kami-Sama you have made promises so many
times I deserve to be rewarded with monetary gain by following your instructions. However,
your promises were all lies. I can no longer practice this kind of fake deity.” Had he had doubt
in Kami, this religion called Konkokyo would not have come into existence. This sort of negative response would instantly disconnect us from Kami-Sama and there would be no actualization of blessings in this state.
In the original episode quoted by the Rev. Yasutake in the booklet, there was a dialogue between Konko-Sama and Kami-Sama. Upon his return from the excursion in search of money, in
corresponding to the extended prayer at the house altar, Kami-Sama point-blankly asked Konko
-Sama, “Did you find the money I mentioned?” Konko-Sama responded firmly, “Yes, I did.”
Then Kami-Sama asked, “How much did you find?” Konko-Sama responded, “I cannot tell you
the exact amount.” Kami-Sama further questioned, “Why can’t you tell the exact amount of
money you have picked up?” Konko-Sama responded, “Because of the extensive walking, I got
good physical exercise and good blood circulation and have been rewarded with overall good
health which cannot be bought with money.” Konko-Sama always found ways to bring fulfillment under any circumstances. We should be grateful for this wondrous divine virtue of Ikigami Konko Daijin who has been always connected to Kami-Sama.
Konko-Sama stayed connected to Kami-Sama under any given situation. This is vital and quite
difficult to follow in reality. Some people say that this episode was to test the depth of the belief
held by Konko-Sama. Konko-Sama always found ways to keep connected with Kami-Sama. Another good example can be the episode of the “waraji straw sandals.”
Kami-Sama instructed, “Practice training during autumn. When you get up in the morning,
change into formal robes, proceed to the worship hall, engage in your daily offering of prayers;
upon your completion of prayer offering, let your wife bring breakfast for you; as soon as you finish your breakfast, change into your work-clothes, and walk to the field for work on bare feet.”
Bunji followed the instruction faithfully and underwent the training. It was the first time Kami
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provided a specific instruction for his spiritual training.
In reference to the matter, there is an implication in “Konko Daijin On-Oboegaki” or the memoirs
of Konko Daijin that reads, “My wife knows blessings received but has not yet learned to appreciate true blessing of Kami. She just becomes concerned only about other people’s thoughts and
responses. But I don’t care about what others say. I faithfully follow the instructions of Kami. I
never go against Kami.” Konko-Sama was persistent and constant in this manner of being connected to Kami-Sama regardless of the circumstances.
Kami-Sama could have been giving us instructions in the same manner by promising sure
blessings as we get involved in the practice of faith. Have you ever wondered why this local
Konko Church in Honolulu has been in operation in the last 83 years? Have you ever wondered
why the church conducts regular functions such as Grand Services, seasonal memorial services, monthly services and Sunday Services? These services and functions are not intended
to raise monetary offerings from the church congregation. The services and functions are divinely intended Points Of Salvation, it could be abbreviated as POS, not point of sale, but point
of salvation where you are to get blessed, while fulfilling Kami-Sama in the same manner as
Konko-Sama responded. In other words those church services and functions could be divine
instructions extended to each member of the congregation. We are to get blessed through this
physical presence of the church and the presence of the ministers who have served here.
In my understanding, this church and any other local churches are the actualization of the divine message, “Tenchi Kane no Kami wo tasukete kure” or “Please bring fulfillment to Tenchi
Kane no Kami.” My only concern is to help save people through the perpetual Divine-Mediation
of Ikigami Konko Daijin. At this church, the founding ministers, the Revs. Masayuki and Kikue
Kodama, the succeeding ministers, the Revs. Masahiko and Sugako Yoshino and the associate
ministers the Rev. Koichi Konko and other ministers have served as mediums through the work
of the founder Ikigami Konko-Daijin-Sama.
If you find the seemingly empty divine promises given to Konko-Sama as nothing but empty
promises, then you would view all the church services and functions in the same manner. Even
if you attend church and seek Toritsugi-Mediation, you would find nothing but unfulfilled results
if you do not exercise your heart in identifying blessed elements in your life. Your enjoyment of
blessings to be received will be very much limited. And some of those people who felt unfulfilled might have left this faith community in one way or another.
If you find church services and functions as meaningful divine instructions, you are to enjoy
unlimited blessings. Ministers may have encouraged you to come to church, seek ToritsugiMediation for any of your concerns in life and get engaged in any church services and functions
as much as possible because ministers know it would maximize your quality of life.
I have witnessed some believers who expressed, “I don’t think I have enjoyed blessings through
the practice of the Konko faith.” They became disengaged from church even if some of them
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say they have been in contact with Kami-Sama on their own. It could be my fault as a minister
for their failed engagement in the practice of faith because each and every church believer has
been guided to attend church through divine guidance. If each of us has the spirituality of being able to identify blessedness in any given situation, we are to get connected to Kami-Sama
without interruption.
It could be a divine promise that we are to get blessed through the practice of ToritsugiMediation and attending church services and functions because all those functions are divinely
oriented. But it would all depend upon how we exercise our own hearts, namely in the same
manner as has been demonstrated by Konko-Sama.
When you come to attend today’s Grand Service for Tenchi Kane no Kami, Our Divine Parent,
Kami-Sama has already made a promise to each of us that we would be blessed by attending
the function. We can be here today because of many elements of blessings we can identify
and some blessings we may not be able to identify specifically. I can be here in attendance because I have been blessed in all aspects of life, such as my good health, good relationships at
home and any other communities I belong, financial stability and so forth. Today’s Grand Service provides us the best opportunity to look back at our own engagement in the practice of
faith and sums up all the blessings we have enjoyed from Kami-Sama till this day. With this review of blessings received, we can continue to get blessed hereafter.
Konko-Sama believed in Kami-Sama and followed all the instructions and teachings in the manner that brought fulfillment to Kami-Sama to himself and the family members and followers. In
other words, Konko-Sama always found ways to get connected to Kami-Sama throughout his
entire faith life. Normally, we do not hear divine voices and get direct divine instructions and
teachings in the same manner as Konko-Sama did. There can be some believers and ministers
who may say they do communicate with Kami-Sama in the same manner as Konko-Sama did.
But in general, we can believe in the teachings of Konko-Sama in the same manner as KonkoSama believed and followed divine instructions and teachings. Konko believers can be defined
as people who believe in Tenchi Kane no Kami and practice those teachings in life. To believe
in Tenchi Kane no Kami is to believe in the teachings, and in turn, to believe in the teachings
means believe in Tenchi Kane no Kami. I enjoy witnessing the emergence of such believers
from this faith community in Hawaii. The same could be the said for your respectable local
ministers here at this Honolulu Church.
Throughout my missionary work at our local church in Wahiawa in the last 35 years, I have constantly tried to share the thought of extending thanks and appreciation for any and all the
blessings that help us to sustain our lives. The best reward your ministers can ever enjoy
through their missionary work is to witness a strong faith community whose members appreciate the religious principles of the Konko faith as has been demonstrated by Konko-Sama, the
Founder.

Aiyo Kakeyo, or mutual interdependency,
is the word that describes the relationship
between Tenchi Kane No Kami and humanity. Humanity cannot exist without
Kami. Kami is the parent and source of all
living things and allows us to live within
the blessings and work of Kami. We are
all beloved children of Kami and we need
Kami to save and support us. In the same
way, Kami also needs us to achieve
Kami’s mission to save and support humanity. Kami said, “Kami is Kami because of people, and people are people
because of Kami. Both continue to uphold
each other.”

Konko Missions in Hawaii website
http://konkomissionshawaii.org/

KONKO MISSION OF
HONOLULU

1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone: 808-533-7173

The same concept can be applied to parents and their children. Parents need children to become parents and children
need parents to be born. Further comparison can be applied to Aiyo Kakeyo between people and people, and people and
all things. We need people and all things,
knowingly and unknowingly. To practice
Aiyo Kakeyo is to have consideration and
kindness for one another.

Fax: 808-521-7423
E-mail: Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

W E
A R E
A L L
A L L O W E D
T O

B E L O V E D
C H I L D R E N
L I V E
I N
T H E
D I V I N E

V I R T U E

FOUNDER’S STORY, STORYTELLING
Date:

Sunday, April 22, 2012,

Time:

After 9:00 a.m. Service

Speaker:

Rev. Yomisu Oya

KONKO MISSION OF WAILUKU 50TH ANNIVERSARY
Date:

Sunday, June 17, 2012,

Time:

11 a.m.

Deadline :

April 30, 2012

If you plan to attend the service, please let Rev. Koichi Konko knows.

