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GREAT AUNT
Following sermon was done by Rev. Kei Kunito (Konkokyo Hawaii Center Staff) at the
Spring Memorial Service of the Konko Mission of Honolulu.

Hello Everyone.
I would like to share with you two experiences that I had long ago with
my Grand Aunt, who used to live in our church in Osaka, Japan with my
family. She was a real go-getter of a fervent believer. She would visit our
Honbu (Headquarters and Central Worship Hall), in fact, every month
until the month that she died.
In her youth, however, her stamina and endurance gave out. And she lost
her ability to walk. So it was hard for her to take a trip anywhere, let
alone go by train from Osaka to Okayama where the Honbu is. My Mom
and Dad couldn’t take my Grand Aunt to the Honbu themselves because
they had to stay at home and do ministry work. So it was really hard for
her to visit our Honbu. On top of all this, when she used to go to the
Honbu, she used to go there by taxi. And can you imagine this? When the
Cab driver came to pick her up at my church, he’d get knocked out when
he found out her destination: The distance from our church all the way to
the Honbu is about one hundred fifty miles – that’s just one way.
Well, I went to the Honbu with her only one time, and by taxi when I was
eleven years old. The reason why I went with her is because I could eat
anything I wanted at the church service area. After about three hours in
the taxicab, we got to the Honbu. As soon as she got out of the taxi, she
slowly made her way in complete silence to the main worship hall. I followed close on her heels as she hobbled along. She clapped her hands
four times, then she started to pray, and pressed her forehead down on
the Tatami mat in veneration. I tried to do the prayers just like her, but I
got bored with this demanding activity, and so instead I headed over to
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the Konko library to kill time. In a couple of
hours, I went back to look for my Aunt again at
the Hiromae, and to find out if she still was
praying. And I was shocked, because she still
was praying. And so I waited for her to finish.
After a while, I heard her clapping her hands
four times, and then she told me to make an
Okkekai to receive Mediation from Konkosama. Finally, after Mediation from Konkosama, we went back to the taxi and left for
home and for my church.
Now for a shocking part: When we got back to
my church, she took out her purse, and I
watched her pay the taxi driver about 140,000
yen (sixteen hundred dollars). That seemed like
an awful lot of money. And so I felt that my
Grand Aunt must be very well-to-do. In fact,
she was not. At the same time, I felt it had
been worth a lot of money for her to visit the

Honbu. Going there had been an amazing experience for her. It was for her what going to
Disneyland would have been for me.
My Great Aunt never once said to me that I
should “Practice faith,” or that if I “practiced
faith, I could receive blessings.” But I really felt
that for her, practicing faith was very important. It helped her to see her way through life.
With a single heart, she felt a strong motivation to go to the Honbu. And this conveyed her
faith to me naturally.
The Founder says, “What should be the goal
when we practice our faith? The sick come to
pray for a cure. The healthy come to pray for
good harvest. Or to prosper in business. These
goals, or these reasons for practicing our faith
are only temporary. When practicing faith, you
must look forward to a future that is free of
anxiety. Or else your faith won’t endure."

Going there had been an amazing experience for her. It was for her what going to Disneyland
would have been for me.

Short Teachings from
Various Material
-As you feel lazy and not
pull a weed out, you will
need to pull out 4 weeds
later.
-Let us polish our heart
everyday so that Kamisama will like to dwell in
us.
-Keep a joyous and
healthy heart.
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Note: All church services will be held on Sunday, unless specified.
3rd
9

th

Church Clean up for the Spring Grand Service

10:00a.m.

Mochi Making (Sat.)
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th

11:00a.m.

Spring Grand Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami
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th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

24th

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder,
Successive Spiritual Leaders, and our Ancestors

MAY SCHEDULE
1st

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for the Founder
& Successive Spiritual Leaders
& Shintokai Meeting, Birthday Sunday

8th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service & One for the Goyo

th

9:00a.m.

Sunday Service―Family Sunday

nd

22

9:00a.m.

Monthly Service for our Parent Kami and our Ancestors
& Board of Directors’ Meeting

29th

10:00a.m.

Sunday Service
& Parent’s Day Party @11:00 a.m. at KM of Honolulu

15
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7:30a.m.

“To free your future from anxiety, divine blessings must be received by
not only you, but by future generations as well. It is important that you
practice a faith that will be passed down to future generations. It cannot
be passed down if the family is not harmonious, and if the family head
doesn’t practice the faith.”
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And so I believe that my Great Aunt understood what our Founder was
saying. She was looking forward to a future that would be free of anxiety,
when she prayed. And so she lives on in my heart as a master of faith.
The second experience that I had long ago with my Great Aunt was the
experience of her dying.
Before I share this experience, let me ask you a question: What do you
think the most important blessing is in your life? What do you think the
final goal of the Konko faith is?
I personally think that the final goal of the Konko faith is to become a
kami when we leave this world at the end of our lives. My Great Aunt
went into the hospital at the end of August in 1996. A few days later on
September 1st my father and I went to visit her. While we were in the
room with her, a doctor explained the hospitalization procedures, and he
described her condition to us. “She has a little pneumonia,” said the doctor, “but she should be able to get over this in about 10 days. Then she
can return home. So put your heart at ease.” Then he left us alone in the
room with the woman. But as soon as the doctor left the room, she
looked at us and said, “I will die now and be delivered to Kami” My father
was a little shocked at this, and he said to her, “No, no, no, why do you
talk like that? The doctor has told me that you’re going to get better in
about 10 days” Again she said, “I will die at this time. So please instead of
trying to cheer me up, go thank someone who has been a great help to
me. Then go back to your church and start to write down the Main Saishi
prayer for my funeral service.” I was staggered by what I was hearing in
the room. After 10 days, my Great Aunt passed out. She lapsed then into
a coma. And about a month after this, she passed away. This happened
on October the 22nd. And so now on the 22nd of every month, the Honbu
conducts an Ikigami Konko Daijin service.
Our Founder says: “Because humans are born through the blessings of
Kami, they must also die with the blessings of Kami. Therefore, if a child’s
birth is a happy event, then its death is a much happier event since it has
become a kami, just as Konko Daijin became a kami."
“The reason why death is so abhorred is because people have not yet developed enough peace of mind to accept it. You must practice faith so
that you will be blessed with peace of mind."
“There is no knowing when one is to die. It is determined by Kami. It is too
late to practice faith after a crisis has already arisen. People should always have faith which will be strong enough for crucial times.”
When most people are born, they were assisted by a doctor or by a midwife. How to be born, then, is common sense. But, when most people
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pass away, in terms of Konkokyo, they leave this world and become
a kami, and their deaths have an infinite variety. One person may
be killed by a random disease. Another may die alone of old age. A
third person may die surrounded by his or her family. In our modern society, it’s hard to be there at the moment of someone’s
death. So if you want to pass down the preciousness of faith to our
posterity, please maybe pray for Kami-sama in this way: “Please,
from now on, let me know the exact day I will die at least 100 days
before it happens.”
There is a common saying that goes: All's well that ends well. And
there’s a play by Shakespeare that is called this same saying: All’s
well that ends well.”
So do you think this is a good saying?
You know, no matter how many blessings a person receives for no
matter how long a time, and no matter how important someone
says the practice of faith is, if a person does something really
shameful at the moment of the end of his or her life, that person
will not have handed down faith to those who come after. But on
the other hand, no matter how difficult it might be for someone to
hand down his or her faith to posterity at the end of a life. If someone can face the end of his or her life with a good attitude, and not
with shock or surprise or desperation, but with a cheerful good attitude, that, it turns out, is a great and wonderful lesson for us to
bequeath to the members of the faith we leave behind. The Founder received a divine revelation that he was going to die, and he
got it more than 100 days before he actually passed away. So we
should pray that we can receive a timely divine revelation of our
own impending deaths, and we should do this as a part of our practicing the faith.
And nowadays I try to pray like that.
We should try really hard to pray to Kami to save our children, and
our grandchildren, and our family, and of course our friends and
our loved ones too, and try to keep them going strong in the 100
days between the revelation of their impending deaths, and the
actual event. Please pray to Kami in order to receive divine revelation of your own impending death one-hundred days before it happens. Then use those 100 days to wrestle with Kami on behalf of
other members of our faith who don’t know the actual time when
they will be called to end their lives.
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Finally, today is our Memorial Service day. And so why have you
come here to visit on this morning? Indeed, why do you practice
our faith? Do you not pray for ancestors? Do you not clearly feel
that your parents, grand parents, and your ancestor’s faith is successful and wonderful? Their strong faith should be a fascination
for you. In my own case, my Grand Aunt’s true and unwavering
faith will always be a fascination for me.

I hope someday that my daughter will practice faith, and will want
to hand down that faith to her posterity. If we follow the Founder’s
teachings, we can look forward to the future and leave this world
peacefully. Let me close my talk by repeating the Founder’s teachings. “Because humans are born through the blessings of Kami, they
must also die with the blessings of Kami. Therefore, if a child’s birth
is a happy event, then death is a much happier event since one becomes a kami in the same way that Konko Daijin did."
“The reason why death is so abhorred is because people have not
yet developed enough peace of mind to accept death. You must
practice faith so that you will be blessed with peace of mind."
“There is no knowing when one is to die. It is determined by Kami.
It is too late to practice faith after a crisis has already arisen. People should always have faith, which will be strong enough for crucial times.”

Reverend
Masayuki Kodama
(1903-1973)

Thank you very much.
Founding minister of Konko Mission of Honolulu.

we should realize that our very lives and our bodies are all based upon Kami-sama and we should
be grateful to Kami-sama

TEACHING OF REV. MASAYUKI KODAMA
The beginning of our lives is the product of the Love, the parental,
creative love of Oya Gami Sama (Parent Kami), expressed as Oya
Gokoro or Kami Gokoro (Heart of Kami).
The purpose of our existence and our bodies is in accordance with
the plans of Kami-sama to fulfill the interdependence of Kami and
Ujiko (humanity), in “Kami mo Tasukari, Ujiko mo Tachiyuku.”
Therefore, we should realize that our very lives and our bodies are
all based upon Kami-sama and we should be grateful to Kami-sama
and must align our entire lives to go along with Kami-sama’s plans
and wishes, instead of doing things as we think or wish (selfcentered). This does not mean that become mere tools of Kamisama and lack individuality.
December 1, 1962

Born in Fukuoka, Japan in 1903.
Ordained Konkokyo minister in
1926, and moved to Honolulu for
missionary work in 1928. Established Konko Mission of Honolulu
in 1929. Interned for 2 years
and sent back to Japan. Served
at the Headquarters of Konkokyo while staying in Japan. Returned to Honolulu in 1950 and
devoted himself to missionary
work until passing away in 1973.
He fostered disciples such as
Rev.
Haruko
Takahashi
(Established Konko Mission of
Wahiawa), Rev. Santaro Sonoda
(Established Konko Mission of
Waipahu), Rev. Kiku Horibe
(Established Lihue Propagation
Hall), and Rev. Takiyo Nakai
(Established Konko Mission of
Wailuku).

Translated by Mr. Norman Kobayashi
[In Memory of The Late Reverend Masayuki Kodama Konko
Mission of Honolulu 1988]

KONKO MISSION OF HONOLULU
Daily Prayers:
Weekdays
5:30 a.m.

Spring Grand Service for Tenchi Kane No Kami
Date:

Sunday, April 10, 2011

Time:

11:00 a.m.

Note:

Refreshments to Follow

7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Faith Enrichment Study Tour was Canceled

Sunday
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
(Subject to Change)
7:30 p.m.

The Faith Enrichment Study Tour was canceled due to the North
Japan earthquake. The Konkokyo Hawaii Center has planned to
hold a Faith Enrichment Meeting with Rev Hiroshi Takebe
(Director of Konkokyo Research Institute) in June.
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1728 Liliha Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Phone: 808-533-7173
Fax: 808-521-7423
Konko-Honolulu@hawaii.rr.com

Japan Earthquake and Tsunami Relief
The Konko Missions in Hawaii will send a monetary donation to
Japan to provide assistance to the victims of the earthquake and
tsunami disaster. If you are considering making a monetary donation in support for the victims, please send it to the Konkokyo Hawaii Center at 1744 Liliha Street, Suite 304, Honolulu, HI 96817
(make your check payable to: Konko Missions in Hawaii) or to
your local Konko Mission. The
monetary donation will be sent to
the Konkokyo Disaster Headquarters, set up on March 12 by the
Rev. Mitsutoshi Sato, the Konkokyo Chief Administrative Officer at

KONKOKYO

Honbu.

